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A Lifetime ig forever ...

We were treated to a fascinating story from Anika of her
childhood as an Hungarian refugee.

For most of us, Anika’s
experience is like reading a
novel or listening to a radio play,
so remote is it from our own
experiences. It was, however,
very real to a young and

| impressionable Anika.

= The war in Europe and the later
communist regime in Hungary

created all sorts of devastation in which Jews and Gentiles alike
suffered. As Anika made clear, if they wanted to live a reasonable
quality of life, their entire family had to leave their homeland and
everything they owned behind
and flee, firstly to a refugee camp
in Salzburg, Austria, then to
Australia.

This beautiful outfit is Hungarian
Folk clothing, not peasant wear

Anika's father was a leather
worker and, through sheer hard
work, he managed to get work in
Sydney, eventually as Head
Designer for Faigen Handbags. Their main customer, btw, was
Maggie Taberer. Anika's mum contributed with piece work gluing leather to handbag frames.

It is a privilege to hear a story like this and we thank you Anika - well done.

Our Meeting Rod_Dredge

- | N 2025 AGM
There were 131 members signed in, 31 apologies and 1 visitor.
The March meeting will

be our AGM. Formal

notice has been sent to
Some serious concern was expressed at the failure of some members.

members to follow through and attend an event for which they have
booked. We are all asked to be vigilant in adding or deleting our
names from event listings.

Don thanked all for helping during his recent absence and noted that
our founding sponsor, Castle Hill Rotary, visited him in hospital.

Nominations for
Committee positions
have closed.
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Wen o Groupp (tnistmas Lunck
17" December 2024

We've held our Christmas Lunch at the Hills Club for the last few years, and memorable
events they have been. 2024 was no exception and 28 men enjoyed each other’s
company over a drink and some wholesome food.

This year, Lamb’s Fry and Bacon was still popular, but slipped down the list as our very
sophisticated group chose a wide range of different meals:

Firstly Lamb’s Fry in it's different forms:

And, the other choices

LA
. d =.-1

We always acknowledge attendance, and, this year, Erik, Joe and Giuseppe won. We also draw
three seats at random and the winners were Dave, Steve and Alan. For the first time, we also had
a “"Loud Shirt” contest, judged by Donna at the Bistro. The winner was Rick.

Finally, we had a handover ceremony as John Cowpe was anointed

to lead the Men's Group from the 2025 AGM. Your scribe
acknowledged the group’s thanks, certificate, card and very
generous gift with a quote from Love Actually - “It was an honour . . “ |

President Warren did the honours. Rod Pf‘ﬁdgﬁ

The information in this Newsletter is Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose

Editor: Judy Coulson 0418 437 473 newsletter@chdp.org.au




Men's Group  sanuaryzo0s

A pleasant start to the year saw seventeen men meet for coffee and health food at our first Men's
Group meeting of the 2025 year.

Most of our time was spent catching up on
Christmas and New Year activities together with

the odd family story.

The prevailing view was that it was good to restart
our Club’s activities

Even though several of our regulars were away, we
still managed eighteen m in January.

Discussion was loud and vigorous with strong
views being advanced on what T-shirt motif is
acceptable at the  Australian-of-the-Year
gatherings.

L e %ﬁ E - Mention of Erik's very recent

¥ L 51¢ wedding anniversary and
Kens imminent 50" raised the
mterestlng subject of men's
weddmg rings. The variations in
. stories was amazing - one man
I had left his at home, two had
& received new  rings  to
recognise their 50", two others
had lost rings while swimming
iIn Australia or overseas, while

| yet another had never had his
off in 60+ years.

The recent BBL cricket final, lawn bowls and the looming NRL season filled in the gaps.

February 2025 meetings will be on 11th and 25th at Delish 29&?{ Lr 5&@5

Hadestown Theatre Royal Feb 20

HADESTOWN THE MUSICAL- we had a large group of
Greek Mythology fans from Castle Hill Probus and our

'sister’ club, Hills Ladies Probus at the Theatre Royal.

The show was amazing with lots of actors and their
voices were sensational. The audience showed their
enjoyment all through the show with much clapping and
cheering.

We had our own storyteller in Kate who was very
familiar with this show and enlightened those of us that
needed to brush up on the details.

The staging was easy to follow.

Photo of the stage. Once again a group photo was out
of the question. Next time maybe....

Fran Fitepatrick | C
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Penrith Printing Museum Tour #1

23 JANUARY 2025
Thanks to Dianne for arranging this very interesting outing on 23 January, 2025. 39 of us were
lucky enough to take part in this trip down the ages of the world of printing. The history on display
covered so many facets of the printing industry from 1450 to current day. We were shown how
the different types of printing were done on the very carefully restored equipment and we learnt
the last home of each piece, when it had been in working use. Typesetting was explained and
demonstrated and we learnt the origins of sayings like “Mind your P's and Q's” and “Uppercase
and Lowercase”. The guides were friendly, funny, passionate and very entertaining. We were
given sample bags including a new device the “nPad” (which is similar to the iPadl). Mary
Crabbe was even given her very own “MARY" nameplate to take home. As with most Probus
outings, lunch completed the day at the Paceway Club, just a few steps from the Museum, and

the food was tasty and well priced. Maria Miller
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Penrith Printing Museum Tour #1 - Continued
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Please find below a diagram showing the extra parking areas (marked 3 & 4) that can be
accessed from Shepherds Drive when the Community Centre car parks (1 & 2) are full and also
showing the Walking Track marked in green to allow pedestrian access to the Community Centre.
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Penrith Printing Museum Tour #2

6 FEBRUARY 2025

The B (best) Team

On Thursday 6th February, 25 of us headed to Penrith in very EB
hot weather to learn about the history of printing. We were
welcomed by Bob who with the other volunteers explained the §
various printing machines. The volunteers were very
entertaining and knowledgeable about the history of printing.
Some of the members were lucky enough to learn how to
typeset their names. We were warned at the beginning that
- P, y there would be
an exam at the
end - we
g Mmanaged to |
remember the @8
required
answers. At the
conclusion  we |8
headed to the L&
Paceway Club
for lunch where
we were well
taken care of

with food and drinks. Lyn Lawrence

..-:"d-h 4 4
<
* ’ i_.‘,.

e "..F?F‘-."' sy

7~ e .. S

- t l-"! ' -""'-. =

S o

=l . = — — X

The information in this Newsletter is Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose

Editor: Judy Coulson 0418 437 473 newsletter@chdp.org.au




$2.50 Group Outing

Maroubra Beach January 2025

The first $2.50 outing for 2025 saw 30 of our members gather under the Queen Vic
Statue outside QVB. We then jumped onto the light rail and travelled to The
Juniors station in Kingsford. After a short wait we all trundled onto a bus and
headed to Maroubra Beach. The sun came out and it would have been hot if not for
the sea breeze. Most of us did a short walk along the pathway next to to the
beautiful beach and it became evident that a few of us had never been to Maroubra
- apparently, it seems, because of where they had grown up. Many more of us had
not been down that way for 30-40 years. Our three English ladies, Dot, Kath and
Cynthia made there way along the boardwalk to Malabar and we didn't see them
again, but word made it back to me that they happily lunched there and made there
way home later. Most of the rest of us ended up at
© 'Maroubra Seals for a super-sized and tasty lunch. |
. could have stayed there all afternoon looking out over
I@the beach but we decided to head home instead and
*‘Id:d so taking various routes. Thanks for the good
company

RS

And let's not forget the trendy 4 month old baby
njoying the fresh sea air with sunnies.
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walking Gl'oup Tuesday 11th February

For those of us who were up for a bit of a bushwalk challenge we had a very enjoyable day. The
track was fairly easy going, although due to the very wet conditions we had the day before, the
walk, in places, was through some wet grass and muddy sections. But we took it easy and
enjoyed the scenery except for the very large re-bellied black snake who was minding his own
business sun-backing on the side of the track.

We started off meeting in Parramatta and caught the new Parramatta Light Rail (see photo) to
Telopea Station. The first part of the walk was through grass reserves alongside The Ponds
Creek. This creek was originally a series of swamps and soaks and supposedly got its name from
the many ponds of water serving nearby farms.

In July 1971, Governor Phillip settled 14 former convicts and their families on 30 to 50 acre Crown
Grants along these creeks. In the early 1800s, the farms grew wheat and corn and raised sheep
and cattle. By the 1840s Dundas valley farms had given way to orchards growing apples, oranges,
apricots, peaches, pears and plums and dairy farms.

During the 20" century, residential development took over and in the late 1940s most of the valley
was resumed by the Housing Commission for post war settiement.

We then traversed alongside Subiaco Creek arriving at Dundas Station. Most of the group
decided to continue on the bush track alongside Vineyard Creek (see photos). It is named after
Phillip Schaeffer's 1791 land grant of 140 acres he called ‘The Vineyard'. He was the earliest
private wine producer in Australia with 900 grapevines (on one acre) planted in late 1791. The site
now contains a dam that irrigates Oatlands Golf Course (see photo).

We then all met back at Telopea Station for some delicious drinks and meals at the Courtyard
Café before catching the light rail back to Parramatta.

P.S. Upcoming planned walks are: March — Cecil Hills/Dunumbral Park (lunch at Mili & Co Cafeé);
April — Casula Leacock Regional Park (lunch at Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre); May -
Carlingford to Parramatta along Light Rail (led by Brian Rose).

Future walks incl: Huntley’'s Point/Gladesville (lunch at Sydney Rowing Club); Malabar Headlands

Track (lunch at local café); Epping Station to Cheltenham Station including Whale Rock (lunch at
Cheltenham Recreation Club); Binyang Matta Trail (lunch at Plumpton Pub bistro).

Tan Landon-Jones
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Walkg Grqup Continusd

March Walking Group — Cecil Hills/Dunumbral Park

See Thursday Email for details
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Lunch Group

i i
L

February 14

Last Friday 29 people gathered for
lunch together at Club Parramatta.
We were able to enjoy a variety of
different meals in a very p[easant
venue with great company. A very i RN
nice way to spend Valentine's Day $ %

Ladies Morning Tea Group

Monday 10th Feb 2025 Frankie’s Café Flower Power Glenhaven

;lﬂ o = T

Our February
Ladies Morning ¢
Coffee & Tea
was
well attended
by 23 lovely

ladies.

* Hope to see you

il all next month.

Warie Inglis
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Rotary ﬂ::[....f,

ITIS ON AGAIN Club of West Pennant Hills ™

& Cherrybrook

2025 ANNUAL
GIANT BOOK
SALE

Cherrybrook Uniting Church

¥

134 New Line Road, Cherrybrook
Friday 7th March Saturday 8th March Sunday gth March
gam to 5pm gam to 5pm 11am to 2pm

CLEARANCE SALE

We are looking for donations of books
(preferably less than 10 years old), in good

condition, original CD’s, DVD's, records & Gold Coin Card Paymants
. Daonation Entry Accapted
sheet music

Simply call our hotline (0468 330 667)
for a convenient drop off point.

Donations accepted until 12 noon Saturday 1st March.

Please nole: we are unable Lo accept Ltext books,
encyclopaedias, dictlonaries, damaged o
cdirty/mouldy Bocks, magazines, coffee table books

Readers Digest & condensad honks
Proceeds go to National Centre

for Childhood Grief, and other
Rotary Charities.
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Brunch Group Sunday January 19

On January 19, 20 Probus faithful met at Hudson George for a scrumptious breakfast. We shared
stories of Christmas and New Year over coffee and delicious food.

Movie Group Friday7 February

This month 10 members went to see “Maria”. This was the story of
the last days in the life of Maria Callas, one of Opera’s most Famous
divas. The film followed Maria's difficulty in accepting that her voice
was never going to recover enough for her to resurrect her career
and her addiction to various drugs which caused her to have visions
of her former life, both on the opera stage and as the long term lover
of Aristotle Onassis.

It was quite difficult at times to distinguish between her visions and
reality  which
made the film
hard to follow.
B it was also
¥ quite a slow
movie.

" l

B Angelina Jolie’s performance was stellar,
and the support cast very strong, especially
those in the roles of Maria's butler and
housekeeper.

Perhaps the movie appealed more to those
who were familiar with the music, but |
loved the scenery of Paris and the
glimpses into the lives of the rich and
famous.

alenys wearne



Harbour Cruise Lunch Thursday 13 Feb

Well having worried about the weather for a week or more, | was delighted that on the day it was
not too hot, or wet. 87 of us enjoyed a nice morning tea on the waterside at Hunter's Hill where
we managed to get most together for the big group photo. Our knowledgeable coach drivers,
and the help of the amazing Official Bus Monitors, aka Geoff and Sue, had us arriving a little early
at Jetty No. 9 at Darling Harbour where we waited to board our cruise boat. | wasn't particularly
happy with the fact that our seating on the boat wasn't as promised ie no toilets on our level, and
it was a little cramped. However, everyone appeared to enjoy the cruise, meal and entertainment
and there was certainly plenty of chatter. It was a little choppy for the early part of the cruise but
all the clever people had their travel pills early and were fine, except for “| never get sick in the
harbour” me 0. No matter, | guess 1 out of 87 ain’t bad! What a beautiful harbour it is, and how
lucky we are to have it in our home city.

Dianne Carroll

The information in this Newsletter is Private and Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any other purpose

Editor: Judy Coulson 0418 437 473 newsletter@chdp.org.au




Club Calendar

FEBRUARY 2025

School holidays are shown in blue
NSW Public holidays are shown in green

23 24 25 26 27 28
Event #45711 Book Club Men's Interest Group No Sightseeing & $2.50 Club
Pavilion Theatre 2.00 pm 9.30am Photography Group
Improbable Fiction —— -
4.00pm Card Group Mahjong Group
Castle Hill Bowling Club 10am
12.00pm Baulkham Hills Sports Club
March 2025
School holidays are shown in blue
NSW Public holidays are shown in green
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI  SAT
1
2 3 4 3 6 7 | 8 |
Chaoir Group Maonthly meeting Mahjong Group Movie
The Hills Club 10.00am 10am Group
12:30pm - 2.00pm Baultkham Hills Sports
Club |
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Women's Coffee & Cake | Walking Group Management Lunch
Group B Committee Group
9.30am Men's Interest 10.00 am
Frankies Ca’e Group | 0 eme--
Flower Power Glenhaven 9:30 am Mahjong Group
=== 10am
TOUR and TRAVEL @ Baulkham Hills Sports
The Best oSri Club
Lanka ==
Event #45728
Sydney Lyric Theatre
M) - The Musical
16 17 18 19 20 21 |22
Event #45732 Cral® Group Ten Pin Bowling Mahjong Group BBQ/Picnic
Jazz at 10.00 am 11.00 am 10am
Eryldene === Baulkham Hills Sports
Event #45733 Club
| St. Patricks Day Lunch
23 " 24 1l 25 26 27 28 29
Book Club Men's Interast Mahjong Group Sightseeing & |$2.50 Club
2.00 pm Group 10am Photography
9.30am Baulkham Hills Sports Group
—_ Club
Card Group
Castle Hill Bowling
Club
12.00pm
30 31
Brunch
Group
LealCate,
North
Kellyville
Qam,




