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The Barque James Craig is probably 

the best known of the Sydney Heritage 

Fleet, with her story as fascinating as 

they get.  

Ray Rees, speaking at our 

January meeting, will be shortly 

sailing on her to Hobart with 40+ 

other crew, both young and old. Your scribe, however, would be 

more comfortable with a gin and tonic aboard the gentleman’s yacht, 

Boomerang, at anchor in flat water. Ray spoke of Protex, Harman, 

Waratah, John Oxley and several other vessels in SHF’s portfolio. 

He also gave us a lot to think about in volunteering or funding the 

Fleet. SHF have an excellent web site where the stories and history are easily found. Ray only 

had time to briefly touch upon the scope of the organisation, but it was enough to wet the 

appetites of many of us to follow up, support  and visit.  Thanks Ray, we hope 

to see you again. 
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Our Meeting 
Don Spalding reported from afar that there were 118       

members signed in, and 61 apologies received.  

We had 1 visitor.  

The set-up team are to be commended 

on their efficiency. When the stand-in 

Secretary arrived, all was in readiness. 

Being Harvey Lowe, there was no          

organised morning tea -  

some members had,  

however, made                 

appropriate arrangements 
and a few tins  

of goodies were being  

shared around. 

Elections 

Nominations for the Management 

Committee are open. 

All positions are vacant. 

Our Club needs you to put your 

hand up 
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The�weather�was�threatening�early�in�the�day,�but� it�was�kind�to�us�for�the�duration�of�the�walk.�
This�month’s�walk�was�a�local�one�that�fell�into�the�fairly�easy�category,�although�it�was�about�6km�
in�length.��
�
�

15�of�us�started�the�walk�at�the�Kellyville�Village�shopping�centre�in�Wrights�Road.�We�made�our�
way�along�the�side�of�Smalls�Creek,�stopping�to�inspect�Rouse�Hill�Retarding�Basin�9B�(see�group�
photo�on�crest�of�basin).�This�Basin,�owned�by�Sydney�Water,�is�used�to�store�water�during�heavy�
storm�events�thereby�protecting�the�houses�downstream�from�flooding.�����
�
�

The� half5way� point� was� at� Samantha� Riley� Drive� where�we� stopped� at� a� local� café� for� a� well5
earned�drink.�The�return�walk�passed�through�Bernie�Mullane�Reserve�and�by�Sherwood�Ridge�
Public�School�(see�mural�on�side�of�container�in�school�grounds)�and�William�Clarke�College.�
�

For�those�who�would�like�to�know�a�bit�of�trivia�about�the�history�of�Kellyville:�

�����The�area�was�originally�called�"There�and�Nowhere"�and�then�"Irish�Town".��

�����The�name�Kellyville�comes�from�Hugh�Kelly,�an�original�settler�who�owned�land�and�ran�an�inn������
� called�"The�Bird�in�Hand".��

�����The�area�was�cleared�for�farming�in�the�early�19th�century,�and�farms�were�converted�to�fruit�
� orchards�in�the�second�half�of�the�19th�century.��

�����Kellyville�Public�School�was�established�in�1873�and�the�modern�High�School�opened�in�2003��

�����The�#rst�subdivisions�of�100�acre�lots�were�made�in�1884.�

�����Kellyville�Post�Of#ce�opened�on�1�January�1889.�The�original�post�of#ce�building�stands�on�the�
� corner�of�Acres�Road�and�Windsor�Roads.�It�now�houses�a�car�rental�operation.��

Historical�photo�shows�
a�bus�outside� the�post�
of#ce,� taken� in� the�
1930s.�

�

�

�

�

�����During�the�Great�Depression,�dairy�farms�were�purchased�in�the�1930s.��

�����Suburban�development�began�in�the�1970s�and�has�continued�to�grow�rapidly.�

�����The�previous�Homeworld�IV�Display�Village�at�River�Oak�Circuit�Kellyville�was�claimed�to�be������������������
� the�largest�display�village�in�the�world�with�120�homes.�

P.S.�After�a�couple�of�easier�walks�our�next�walk�in�February�will�be�a�true�bushwalk.�Look�out�for�
details�in�the�Thursday�emails.�
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Monday 13 January 2025 Frankie’s Café   Flower Power   Glenhaven 

Our #rst Ladies 
Morning Coffee & 
Tea catch up for 
the new year 
started well.  

14 very chatty 
ladies were able 
to attend, even 

though January is 
still a very busy 
time of the year.  
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Rouse Hill Retarding 

Basin 9B (group photo 

on crest of basin)�

mural on side of 

container in school 

grounds 
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