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President’s Report – June 2025  

All in the Mind 

As someone who enjoys solving crosswords, I have often been delighted that, when I can’t think of an 

answer to a clue, it occurs to me some minutes, or even hours, afterwards.  Similarly, I suspect we have 

all had the experience of forgetting the name of someone we know well, only for that name to 

spring into our heads later. 

It turns out that most of our mental processes take place subconsciously, with the results dropping 

into our conscious minds only after they have been decided elsewhere in the brain. Sometimes our 

subconscious mind produces the goods instantly, and sometimes it doesn’t. 

Our conscious and subconscious minds work together, so when our memory fails us, it can help to 

let our mind chew over the problem while our conscious attention is elsewhere. This period of 

incubation can lead to the eventual “aha” moment.  

In the case of remembering the name of a person we know, simply thinking about something else for a short time can 

help.  Another technique is to quickly run through the letters of the alphabet, hoping that the name will ‘come back’ 

that way. 

If that fails and you are still talking to the person, politely ask then to remind you of their name.  Most people readily 

understand these senior moments. 

All the best for July – don’t forget we are meeting on the 10th. 

Todd Foster 

 

 

 

 

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

     June 2025 Newsletter 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 10th July 2025 

          (Please send apologies to Cedric Croft 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz) 

Member Speaker: Dianne Little 

Guest Speaker: Ross Davis and Kahukura Ritchie – “The BGI and investing in our Rangatahi” 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

A tip for remembering the name of someone for the 

first time is to say the name aloud, then silently 

repeat it several times after you meet them.  As you 

interact with the person, try to recall their name. 

. 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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At the June Meeting 

 
 

Member speaker:  Kit Burford 

Kit told us the story of her and Ken’s recent whistle-stop visit to India as part of a longer tour and 

cruise. Although they only really had five days of travelling within the country, they nevertheless 

managed to pack in a lot of sightseeing and shared with us some of their many photographs of 

Delhi, Agra and the Taj Mahal, Jaipur and Mumbai.  

 

 

Guest speaker:  Graeme Jupp 

Graeme is a cartographer by profession but has had a long-standing interest in the Titanic disaster. He told 
us its fascinating story, from the foundation of the White Star Line in 1869 to the tragic sinking on 14th 

April 1912 and its aftermath.  

The Titanic was designed and built as a result of the fierce competition between the White Star Line 
and its biggest rival Cunard, which had already launched superliners like the Lusitania and Mauritania. 

To counter this, White Star commissioned three even larger Olympic-class ships—the Olympic, Titanic, 
and Britannic—which prioritized luxury over speed. Graeme described the immense scale of the 
shipbuilding process at the Harland and Wolff shipyards in Belfast, with the Olympic and the Titanic being 
built side by side, the installation of the massive engines and boilers, and the launching and fitting out to 
a high luxury standard across three passenger classes. However, Titanic was famously equipped with an 

inadequate number of lifeboats for the rated passenger capacity, partly due to outdated safety 
regulations, and also the designers’ belief that the ship was “unsinkable”. 

Graeme went on to describe the ill-fated maiden voyage, starting in Southampton, calling briefly at Cherbourg and 
Queenstown, Ireland, then continuing across the Atlantic towards New York, before hitting an iceberg on 14th April 
1912. From the accounts of the survivors and rescuers it was possible to piece together a picture of the way that the 
ship slowly settled in the water, giving those lucky enough to find space in a lifeboat time to escape before it finally 
broke in two and sank, with the loss of around 1,500 passengers and crew. 

Graeme accompanied his talk with a fascinating slide show comprising photographs taken at the time, paintings and 
drawings, and even some stills from James Cameron’s movie, which faithfully reproduced the details of the ship’s 
construction and its accommodation.

Graeme was introduced by Sheila Kleyn and thanked by Tricia O’Donnell.  

 

 

Calendar of Events – July 2025 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Thursday, 3rd July Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Thursday, 10th July Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Monday, 14th July Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 17th July Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 2:00pm 

Friday, 18th July Dining Out Le Bouillon Bel Air 12 noon 

Thursday, 24th July Tea/Coffee Morning Cafe Polo, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 24th July 500 Group Warren Fitzsimons 1:30pm 

Monday, 28th July Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Tuesday, 29th July Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers) 

Members Present: 82 – Apologies: 11 – Absent: 16 – Visitors: 4 
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(Editor’s note: For those interested in finding out more about the Titanic disaster, Graeme 
has produced a book entitled “Titanic in 366 Days”, with pictures and stories not just of 
the ship itself, but of the enduring legend which has surrounded it right up to the present 
day. You can download the book free here.)  

 

New Members: Colleen and Ross Madgwick and Joyce Gibson 

We welcome Colleen, Ross and Joyce to our Club. 

Colleen worked as an administrator and she is interested in bridge, walking, mahjongg, 
reading and travel. Ross was a manager with an oil and gas company, and is interested 
in reading, swimming, bridge, croquet and cycling. They were previously members of 
New Plymouth Probus and were sponsored by Denise Karageorge and Jocelyn Hill.  

Joyce was a teacher and then a facilitator for NZQA. She is a guide with Walk Wellington 
and is interested in walking, U3A, gardening, music and theatre.  She was sponsored by 
Kit and Ken Burford. 

Matters Arising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bookshare Table 
The Bookshare Table has attracted a lot of interest already, with some happy recipients of other 

members' generosity. Here may be your chance to try something you might not normally read, 

or to give others the same opportunity. You never know, you might discover a new favourite! 

Don't forget to bring a book or two next month and browse the table for something 

interesting to take home. If you don't enjoy it, bring it back. If you love it, bring it back!  

 
Administered by Jan Humphries and Dianne Little 

Colleen and Ross 

Joyce 

Can you help? 
Jeanette Baylis is missing a copy of Dick Francis’s book “In the Frame”, probably a 

paperback, which she lent to someone a year or so ago but has forgotten to whom. As 

it is the only one of his books missing from her collection, she is trying to find it again. 

If you have it or, failing that, can lend her a copy, please give her a call on 04-3837382. 

 

 

Did you know? 
Your Probus membership gives you access to the Member Benefits Scheme, 

offering exclusive discounts from a variety of participating businesses as well 

as travel insurance. You can find details on our website under Member 

Benefits, or just click here for details of the offers available. 

 

https://www.titanicbookclub.com/graeme-jups-s-titanic-in-366-days
https://www.titanicbookclub.com/graeme-jups-s-titanic-in-366-days
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/members_offers_member_benefits_scheme_nz
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/members_offers_member_benefits_scheme_nz
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/files/MBS_New_Zealand_12022025.pdf
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Visits & Outings 

Members are encouraged to put forward their suggestions for visits or outings to a member of the committee. 

• Dining Out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com    *See note below 

 

he next Dining Out will be lunch at Le Bouillon Bel Air, 88 Tory Street, Te Aro at 12 noon 
on Friday, 18th July. A slice of Parisian tradition in Wellington. To see the menu, click here.  

If you would like to come please put your name on the list at the Club meeting. 

 

 

 

• Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning 

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month (except December) 
at Polo, on the corner of Rotherham Terrace and Para Street, Miramar. There’s no need to book, just 
come along for a snack and a chat.  

Next one: Thursday, 24th July. 

Special Interest Groups 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to the editor, Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 29th July. 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

We were happy to have nine members at our June Quiddler 

game. We were particularly pleased to welcome two new 

players who hadn’t played before. They seemed to enjoy 

themselves and we hope to see them again at future 

sessions. Ken Burford took top honours on the day.  

No photo this month, it’s pretty hard to make people sitting round a table 
holding cards look very interesting.                                                      (Or is it? Ed.)> 

Our next game is at John Ellings’ house, 35 Ventnor St at 1.30pm, Thursday 3rd July. Please come and join us. Enquiries 
to Kit Burford. 

T 
Thirty-four members enjoyed lunch at the Spruce Goose on 18th June 
 

 We are looking for a new person to organise the monthly Dining Out. If you would consider 

taking this on, please speak to Sheila Fitzsimons or any other committee member. 

* 

mailto:sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com
https://lebelair.nz/menu/
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://lebelair.nz/
https://www.cafepolo.co.nz/
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• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am. Please contact Lois or David for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• 500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 – warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com  

The 500 group meets on the fourth Thursday of the month starting at 1:30pm, with a short 
afternoon tea break. Three tables of four can be accommodated. There are now 12 permanent 
players but there is room for other occasional players. Training or brush up skills are offered if you 
are keen to join.  

If you are interested, please contact Warren as above. 

 

 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, (04) 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 - erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the 
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in joining us please give Ernie a call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Success is a lousy teacher. It 

seduces smart people into 

thinking they can’t lose.” 

Bill Gates 

 

On the Waterfront. 16th June 
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Todd’s Teasers - Here are a few questions and puzzles to exercise your brain. 

By Todd Foster 

Around the Country 

The answers appear from North to South 

1. In what province is the 45m tall kauri tree known as ‘Tane Mahuta’? 

2. Near what coastal town are the Bridal Veil Falls? 

3. What electorate did former Prime Minister Jim Bolger represent? 

4. Near what small town is the airport known as Koromiko? 

5. Which NZ beach is famous for its large spherical boulders? 

General Knowledge 

The initial letters of the answers spell the name of a New Zealand native bird in te reo. 

1. What African capital city was formerly known as Salisbury? 

2. What kind of building is Milan’s Teatro alla Scala? 

3. What US state is home to the NBA basketball team known as the ‘Pacers’? 

4. What men’s hat, sometimes called a ‘godfather’, has a single dent running down the centre of the crown and 

a flat brim turned up around the edge? 

5. What rock band is fronted by brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher? 

1960s Television Show puzzles 

1. Which show featured the misadventures of a pair of identical cousins? 

2. In what fictional town was the Andy Griffth Show set? 

3. What was the racy prime time drama that featured early performances by Ryan O'Neal and Mia Farrow? 

4. What was the evil organisation that was the main adversary of agents 86 and 99 in the show Get Smart? 

5. In what mysterious show did Partick McGoohan play a former secret agent known only as Number Six? 

 
(Answers on last page) 

 

Notices 

Club Bank Account 
The Club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000 (Wellington Combined Probus Club). When making a payment please 
include your name as reference. 

Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Todd 
Foster know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  

Visitors 
If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting, please ask for a temporary badge as you come in. Then introduce the 

visitor to the President so they can be welcomed by name. Beryl Smyth, another committee member, will also assist. 

Gluten-free 
If you require gluten-free food, there is a limited supply available on the trolley in the kitchen at morning tea time. 

Just pop in and help yourself. 
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Membership List and Club Constitution 
A full Membership List is distributed periodically with the Newsletter. The Club Constitution has been updated in 2025 
and is always available on our website, or you can download it here: Constitution 2025 and Standing Resolutions 2025 

Leaving the Club 
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that 
your name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048.  

Probus Member Benefits Scheme 
The Probus South Pacific Limited Member Benefits Scheme offers members exclusive discounts from a variety of 

participating businesses. Click here for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2024/25  COMMITTEE 

Todd Foster President 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Vacant Vice President  

Tricia O’Donnell Immediate Past President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Sheila Fitzsimons Treasurer / Catering 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Cedric Croft Membership 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Vacant Dining Out  

Sheila Kleyn Speakers 021 0895 4426 – sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

I am fond of pigs. Dogs look up to 

us. Cats look down on us. Pigs 

treat us as equals. 

Winston Churchill 

 

*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.probussouthpacific.org%2Fprobus%2Fmicrosites%2F813%2FConstitution%25202025.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.probussouthpacific.org%2Fprobus%2Fmicrosites%2F813%2FStanding%2520Resolutions%25202025.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/files/MBS_New_Zealand_12022025.pdf
mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz: 

Around the country 

1. Northland 

2. Raglan 

3. King Country/Taranaki-King Country 

4. Picton 

5. Moeraki 

General Knowledge 

1. Harare 

2. Opera House 

3. Indiana 

4. Homburg 

5. Oasis 

The native bird is the hoiho (yellow-eyed penguin) 

1960s Television Show puzzles 

1. The Patty Duke Show 

2. Mayberry 

3. Peyton Place 

4. KAOS 

5. The Prisoner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


