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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – November 2023 

Greetings everyone. 
 
I’ve often thought of November as the “madness” month – it’s when you suddenly realise that Christmas is not too far 
away and there are a hundred-and-one things still waiting to be done.  

Our Probus Club Christmas lunch is an opportunity for us to get together in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. I hope 
to catch up with Club members on 5th December – often at our monthly meetings I don’t seem to have time to talk to 
as many of you as I’d like. 

I recently read an article on The Pines, written by Redmer Yska (written in November 2017). It’s actually a story about 
Garth Young, a musician, who played at The Pines for many years. 

The original building on the site where The Pines is located, was a two-storey house built by Mr JJ Boyd Junior in 1926. 
It was a fine-looking building, overlooking Houghton Bay, and was the home of a local GP, Doctor Richard Martin. By 
a strange coincidence my husband’s family, who lived in Taranaki, visited the Martin family in 1953, when they were 
in Wellington on holiday. My father-in-law had met Dr Martin in Wellington during World War Two, when the Dutch 
Navy was in port. The original address was 50 Queens Drive West.  

When the American Marines left Wellington after the war, there was a shortage of nightclubs in Wellington. There 
was one called Rodney’s in Seatoun and another, The Crow’s Nest, in Island Bay. This one opened in 1933 and was the 
first nightclub in Wellington. Another was the Top Hat in Cuba Street. 

 In 1956, Pat and Amy McCashin decided the capital needed a new, stylish nightclub. They bought and rebuilt the large 
private home, Tangi Moana, which was the home of Dr Martin and his family. The result was The Pines, a roomy 
establishment based on nearly 200sq m of dining and dancing space. It took off immediately. The current owners, 
Shirley and Tony O’Brien have made many changes since they purchased The Pines over thirty years ago. It is indeed 
an iconic part of Wellington’s history.  

Christine Tijsen 
President 2023- 2024 
 
 
 
 

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

 November/December 2023 
Newsletter 

 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 14th December 2023 

          (Please send apologies to Todd Foster 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz) 

Guest Speaker: Tansy Tompkins, CEO of Wellington Cable Car 

Member Speaker: Cedric Croft – Life after retirement 

Tea Roster:  Kit Burford (lead), Pat Hayden 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

 

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

“I can't change the direction of the 

wind, but I can adjust my sails to 

always reach my destination.” 

Jimmy Dean 

 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING   
              

Guest speaker:  Her Excellency Jane Connolly, Ambassador of Ireland 

Jane  spoke of her career in the Irish diplomatic service, her previous postings and the 
year that she has spent as Ambassador to New Zealand and an increasing number of 
Pacific Islands. She told us that Ireland has recently been expanding its number of 
overseas embassies, and that our two countries have many common interests, as does 
she because her husband is a Kiwi. She fielded several questions from members, 
ranging from rugby to Brexit. 

Jane was introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Tricia O’Donnell 

 

 

Member Speaker: Jan Humphries 

Jan took us on a trip down memory lane with her description of life as a student dental nurse 
in the 1960s, the strict rules of the nurses’ hostels and the initial homesickness of being 
away from family for the first time, but all leading to the forging of lifelong friendships and 
a rewarding career as a school dental nurse. She remarked on the huge impact that the 
introduction of fluoride has had on the health of childrens’ teeth, which came too late for 
most of our generation. 

Jan was introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Tricia O’Donnell. 

 

Calendar of Events – December 2023/January 2024 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Tuesday, 5th December Probus Christmas Lunch The Pines 12 Noon 

Thursday, 7th December Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Monday, 11th December Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 14th December Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 25th January* Tea/Coffee Morning Park Kitchen, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 25th January* Monthly Committee Meeting John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Thursday, 25th January** Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

Members Present: 72 – Apologies: 18 – Absent: 19 – Visitors: 0 

*As usual over the Christmas/New Year period there will be no Club Meeting or other organised activities in 

January. The next Committee Meeting will be on Thursday, 25th January, and on the same day the tea/coffee 

morning at the Park Kitchen is expected to go ahead as normal. 

**This will be the last newsletter for 2023. The next one will be sent out at the end of January. Although we will 

be seeing many of you at The Pines and at the December meeting, the Committee would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all our members, wherever in the world you may be: 

“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year”. 
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New Members: Denise and Graeme Calcott 

Welcome to Denise and Graeme, who were inducted as new members. Besides 
having raised nine children, Denise is interested in art history, reading and church. 
Graeme had his own architectural business and is interested in art, sport and 
church. 

Denise and Graeme were sponsored by Christine Tijsen and Fay Clarke. 

 

VISITS & OUTINGS 

There is currently no one in charge of organising visits and outings, but members are encouraged to put forward their 
suggestions for future trips. Please contact a member of the committee with your ideas.  

 

 

  

 

21 Members enjoyed High Tea at the Cordon Bleu college 
in Cuba Street on Friday, 17th November. 

After a short tour of the college campus, we sat down to 
enjoy the service of the trainee waiting staff and a range 
of savoury and sweet delights prepared by the students. 
An interesting and enjoyable afternoon. 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch 

The Christmas Lunch will be held at The Pines restaurant, Houghton Bay on 
Tuesday, 5th December. Arrival time is 12 noon, allowing time to collect name 
tags and get a drink from the cash bar before we sit down at 12:35. 
If you have not paid yet, it is important that you do so by Monday, 27th 
November, otherwise it will be assumed that you are not coming. Payment of 
$40 per head can be made to the Club bank account: 02-0520-0029712-000, 
giving your name as a reference, or in cash by contacting Julie Pointing – 021 
023 29023, or Sheila Fitzsimons - 021 443 043 to arrange for pickup. 

 

 
 
 

• Dining out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 
 

There will be no further dining out events until February next year. 
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• Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning  
  

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month (except 
December), at the Park Kitchen in Miramar (across the road from the Roxy Cinema). No need to 
book, just turn up. 
 

The next one is on Thursday, 25th January. Same time, same place.  
 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 25th January. 

• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers.  
Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point. 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 – erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the tougher 
clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in coming along please give Ernie a call. 

• Technology for Seniors: Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz 

Two more topics to explore this month. If you would like any further information, please contact Jocelyn. 

GOOGLE PAY – the easy secure way to make payments from terminals and apps with your phone. 

Google Pay is available on all Android 
phones and devices. Apple devices 
use Apple Pay.  

Credit and debit cards are vulnerable 
as in the event of loss or theft they can be used by 
others to make multiple transactions up to $200 each 
time, charging your account with thousands of dollars 
in a single day. These costs may be recoverable if you 
cancel your card yourself or via your bank within the 
bank terms and conditions, but you may be unaware of 
the loss and be personally liable for illegal transactions 
of thousands of dollars.  

Google Pay reduces the need to dig out your card from 
purse or wallet by using your phone to make payments. 
This can only be done from an unlocked phone screen, 
so the loss of your phone will not enable an 
unauthorised user to make transactions charged to 
your account.  

When you pay in shops, Google Pay 
doesn’t share your actual number, so 
your info stays secure. Plus, you also 
check out faster without taking out 
your card and the possibility of its loss 

or theft. Google Pay protects your payment info with 
multiple layers of security every time you use it.  

To use Google Pay, download the Google Wallet app to 
your phone. This enables contactless payment 
wherever you see the Google Play logos, pictured 
above. You can add, move or remove cards, passes, 
event tickets, boarding passes, loyalty cards, gift cards, 
set up a digital car key to lock, unlock or start your car 
(check your vehicle for compatibility) and several other 
useful features.  

What devices support Google Pay? – Android phones 
5.0 or higher (latest version is 14.0) with Near Field 
Connection (NFC), check for this in Settings on your 
phone, and on tablets and smart watches.  

 

 

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
mailto:jbhill@xtra.co.nz
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UNDELIVERABLE EMAILS – how to discover why, whether to resend again or just give up. 

You are all familiar with the message below telling us 
that our message has failed to be delivered. What you 
may not have noticed is that the message is always 
preceded by a three-digit error code number, 550 in 
the case of the pictured failure notice below. Error 
codes are either 4X codes, there are fifteen, or 5XX 
codes where there are 30. The 4X codes are a 
temporary failure, and you should try to resend your 

message. 5XX codes are undeliverable. Below each 
failure message you receive is a box LEARN MORE, 
clicking this box takes you to a site that lists all the 
codes in three columns providing 1. the reason, 2. the 
description, and 3. the recommended action. From this 
you learn about the problem and what action, if any, 
you can take. Typical 4X codes, the ones that be able to 
be re-sent, could be blocked, internal resources 
temporarily unavailable, message ended early, etc.  

 

 

So, next time you get an error code message, check the number. 

 

• Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com  
 

The cooking group finished their last cooking evening for 
the year coating and frying schnapper fillets in beer 
batter, accompanied by potato wedges, coleslaw and 
beetroot for a satisfying meal. Pavlova with fresh fruit 
and coffee on the patio overlooking the Marina, with 
the city lights as background, completed the pleasant 
evening. The Christmas Season will be celebrated with 
partners with dinner at the Wellington Club to round off 
our year’s pleasant activities. We meet again in February.  

 
 

• Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919 - taipak29@gmail.com    

(This group is full as it is held in a member’s home, so not room for a crowd. If you would like to start up another 
similar group, please contact Martin for guidance.) 

 

 

• Wine Tasting Group:  David Williams 027 305 3697 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz 

              Anyone interested in joining please contact David or Lois.  

 

 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

The Quiddler group continues to meet and 
enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything 
from 10 to 15, so there is room for anyone else 
to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to 
enquire.  

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at 
John Ellings' house. Next one, 7th December.  

 

 

 

mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
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• Anyone for Bridge? Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036, John Ellings 04 973 8096 

Warren and John are hoping to start a Social Bridge group, time and day to be determined by those 
interested in playing. Bridge is a card game that helps to keep your mind active while having fun. All 
you need is to be able to count to 13 and count cards, very easy to pick up.  

Warren and John have been playing for quite some time and while not experts they will be able teach 
the basics to those who don't know the game, enough to have an enjoyable session. If you are interested please 
contact Warren or John and they will organize a time to discuss. 

 

NOTICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Christine 
Tijsen know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  

Membership List and Club Constitution 
As was decided at the August 2023 meeting, there will no longer be an annual printed booklet produced with the 
Membership List and Constitution. Instead, the current Membership List will be distributed periodically with the 
Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our website, or you can download it here. 

Club Bank Account 
The club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your surname as reference.  

Leaving the Club 
No longer wish to belong to the club? Please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that your 
name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth or Tricia O’Donnell.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048. 
 

 

Margaret Gibson 

We are sad to report the death of Margaret Gibson, a Probus member since 2006. 

We will be remembering Margaret with a minute’s silence at our meeting on 14th December. 

R.I.P. 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/Constitution.pdf
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
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*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President / Almoner 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering / Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

“Christmas is a togethery sort of holiday. 

That's my favourite kind”. 

Winnie the Pooh 

 

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com

