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President’s Report – February 2025  

Summer is coming to an end and I won’t miss the humid days and nights when clothing is damp and there is no 

cooling breeze. I will miss the long evenings and colourful sunsets, but they will come again. We are back in normal 

life mode now. Our Probus Club is in full swing with our groups carrying out their missions of wine tasting, walking, 

cooking and card playing. Wellington City has lots to offer us too. I plan to see the Vivian Westwood exhibition as her 

ideas are so out-there.  Also, the Homegrown Music Festival if that’s your thing and the Wellington Art Show at 

Takina which is always worth a wander through. ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’ also sounds amusing. We will not be 

bored in March. 

I have enjoyed this year of my presidency. Thank you for your patience and tolerance and the ideas you contributed. 

It has been a year of giving me support and friendship and club members have been very kind. In particular I thank 

our Committee members. They did everything I asked of them, and they work constantly to improve our Club in 

every way they can. My thanks go specially to Christine Tijsen who guided me to be the best president I could be and 

Julie Pointing who kept our finances in the black and ensured all money matters were appropriately dealt with in a 

speedy fashion. Probus is all of us pulling together, enjoying our meetings, hearing speakers who open new worlds to 

us and group activities seasoned with humour and kindness. We all contribute to our Club’s wellbeing. 

I wish the new President and Committee all the best for 2025 in their task of carrying the Club forward.  

Patricia O’Donnell 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

     February 2025 Newsletter 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 13th March 2025 

          (Please send apologies to Cedric Croft 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz) 

   The meeting will begin with the AGM 

Guest Speaker: Ray Ahipene-Mercer, former City Councillor, guitar-maker, musician, and 

environmentalist. 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

 

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

“Great thoughts speak only to the 

thoughtful mind, but great actions 

speak to all mankind.” 

Theodore Roosevelt 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmentalist
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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Calendar of Events – March 2025 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Thursday, 6th March Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Monday, 10th March Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 13th March Probus Monthly Meeting / AGM Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 20th March Dining Out Nakhon Thai, Hataitai 6:00pm 

Monday 24th March Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 1:30pm 

Thursday, 27th March Tea/Coffee Morning Cafe Polo, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 27th March 500 Group Warren Fitzsimons 1:30pm 

Wednesday, 26th March Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WELLINGTON 
COMBINED PROBUS CLUB INCORPORATED WILL BE HELD AT THE GATEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH,  

33 PARK ROAD, MIRAMAR ON THURSDAY 13th MARCH 2025 AT 10AM. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Please ensure that you collect your name badge as you enter so that your attendance 
can be recorded. 

APOLOGIES: To Cedric Croft: 021 162 9599 or croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz 
 

AGENDA 

MINUTES OF THE 2024 AGM: That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 14th March 
2024, having been circulated, be taken as read and confirmed. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 14th MARCH 2024 MINUTES 

PRESENTATION OF THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT: To receive and adopt the President’s report. 

PRESENTATION OF THE FINANCIAL REPORT: To receive and adopt the audited financial report for the 
year ending 31st December 2024 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: The Committee has recommended that the annual subscription be raised to $55.00 
for the year ending 31st December 2025. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  The following valid nominations have been 
received: 
President: Todd Foster 
Secretary: Jan Humphries 
Treasurer: Sheila Fitzsimons 
Committee: Beryl Smyth, Cedric Croft, Peter How, Pat Haydon 
Co-opted: Barbara Eagle [website] 

Under the Club’s rules the immediate Past President, Patricia O’Donnell, will be an ex-officio member 
of the Committee. 

APPOINTMENT OF FINANCIAL REVIEWER 

GENERAL BUSINESS   

INSTALLATION OF THE INCOMING PRESIDENT 

MEETING CLOSES 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
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At the February Meeting 
 
 

 

Member Speaker: Coleen Spencer 

Coleen took us on a trip down memory lane with stories about her childhood during and after the 
war. Born in Christchurch, she moved to Nelson during her father's military service, and then to 
Wellington after the war. She remembered milk being delivered from churns on a horsedrawn cart 
and later in returnable bottles, paperboys calling out in the streets, and being sent alone by ship to 
Christchurch during the holidays to stay with her aunt at their North Canterbury farm. Reminders 
of more innocent times. 

 

Guest speaker:  Tricia O’Donnell 

Because of a lightbulb malfunction, the arranged speaker, Graeme Jupp, was unable to give his talk on 
the Titanic, and our own President, Tricia O’Donnell, kindly stepped in to replace him. Graeme will 
be returning later in the year. 

As well as being a teacher, Tricia was a historian, and she talked about life for children in 
Wellington during the war, as related to her by some former pupils of Saint Catherine’s Primary 
School. Innocent memories of playing hopscotch, marbles and Maori stick games in the school 
playground, swimming in Evan’s Bay in the warm water from the power station, school milk. Then 
there was the Centennial Exhibition at Rongotai which opened in November 1939 and was a magical 
place for children, so much to see and do.  

But the war started to affect even the children, with rationing, blackout curtains and older brothers 
going off to fight, and the very real fear of a Japanese invasion. The arrival of the American troops 
was a major change, and the effects of the war were felt for many years after it ended. 

Tricia was introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Sheila Kleyn 

 

New Members: Pat Berry and Chris Davies  

Welcome to Pat and Chris. Pat is a former kindergarten teacher and enjoys films, photography, 
quizzes, art and music. She was sponsored by Tricia O’Donnell and Cedric Croft. 

Chris was a bank officer, and enjoys travel, gym, yoga and reading. She was sponsored by Sue 
Bethell and Eileen Chan.

Members Present: 77 – Apologies: 18 – Absent: 12 – Visitors: 6 

Chris and Pat 

We still need a Vice President 

All of the Management Committee posts for 2025/26 have now been filled 

except for that of Vice President. 

This role is a gentle introduction to the workings of the Committee and the 

duties of the President before taking over as President next year.  

Please consider whether you could take on this important position and help 

to ensure the continuing health of our club. 
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Matters Arising 

 

Visits & Outings 

Members are encouraged to put forward their suggestions for visits or outings to a member of the committee. 

• Dining out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

   

 

The next Dining Out will be dinner at Nakhon Thai, 23 Waitoa Road, Hataitai at 6pm on Thursday 20th 
March. They serve a wide range of Thai food including fried noodles, stir-fry, Thai curries and more. 

If you would like to come please remember to put your name on the list at the Club meeting. 

 

On Wednesday, 19th February twenty-five members took the 

train to Upper Hutt and enjoyed lunch at the Fig Tree Café. 

Good food, friendly and efficient staff and a lovely setting in 

a restored chapel. 

Proposal for a Bookshare Table to operate at our Monthly Meetings 

A bookshare table will be set up at monthly meetings where members can share, swap or borrow 

books on a casual basis. Jan Humphries and Dianne Little will administer it and take responsibility for 

transporting and storing books between meetings.  

The plan is that we start by using the small narrow table near the entrance to the toilets. Should this 

prove to be too small, a trestle table could be set up against the opposite wall. This has been verbally 

approved by Pastor Phil.  

Gauging interest at the recent meeting, there seems to be general support for this idea.  

Guidelines for use of the Bookshare Table: 

It is to be hoped that common sense and courtesy will prevail. 

• Maximum of 2 books per drop off, unless donor is taking an equivalent number of books with them.  

• If a book should remain on the table through three monthly meetings, Admin will remove it.  

• Admin reserve the right to monitor and if necessary remove any publications deemed 

“inappropriate”.  

• Please don’t “dump” books, share ones which you have enjoyed and think others may like too. 
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• Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning 

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except December) at Polo, on the corner of Rotherham Terrace and Para Street, 
Miramar. There’s no need to book, just come along for a snack and a chat.  

Next one: Thursday, 27th March. 

 

Special Interest Groups 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to the editor, Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 26th March. 

 

• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am.  

Please contact Lois or David for further information. 

 

• 500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 – warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com  

The 500 group meets in Island Bay on the fourth Thursday of each month and runs from 1:30pm 
with a short afternoon tea break. Three tables of four can be accommodated. There are now 12 
permanent players but there is room for other occasional players. Training or brush up skills are 
offered if you are keen to join.  

If you are interested, please contact Warren as above. 

 
 
 
 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, (04) 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 - erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the 
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in joining us please give Ernie a call. 

 

 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

The group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there 
is room for anyone else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to enquire.  

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house. 

Next one: 6th March.   

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
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Notices 

Club Bank Account 
The Club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your name as reference. 

Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Tricia 
O’Donnell know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  

Visitors 
If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting, please ask for a temporary badge as you come in. Then introduce the 

visitor to the President so they can be welcomed by name. Beryl Smyth, another committee member, will also assist. 

Gluten-free 
If you require gluten-free food, there is a limited supply available on the trolley in the kitchen at morning tea time. 

Just pop in and help yourself. 

Membership List and Club Constitution 
A full Membership List is distributed periodically with the Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our 
website, or you can download it here. 

Leaving the Club 
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that 
your name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048. call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Probus Member Benefits Scheme 
The Probus South Pacific Limited Member Benefits Scheme offers members exclusive discounts from a variety of 

participating businesses.   Click here for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/Constitution.pdf
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/files/MBS_New_Zealand_28102024.pdf
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*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2024/25  COMMITTEE 

Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Todd Foster Vice President 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Christine Tijsen Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Cedric Croft Membership 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

“Thankfully, perseverance is a 

great substitute for talent.” 

Steve Martin 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com

