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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – January 2024 

Happy New Year to you all. I hope everyone has had time to recharge their batteries and be ready for another 

wonderful Probus year. 

As I am typing this, I find it hard to believe that this is my penultimate President’s report. I have always tried to find a 

topic that is currently newsworthy or relevant at the time the Newsletter goes to print. 

This year, in the Chinese calendar, it is the Year of the Dragon – perhaps we are in for a fiery year? If that great seer 

Nostradamus is to be believed, we’re in for a tumultuous year. Climate chaos, tsunamis, famine, a new Pope. It’s all in 

the good book of Les Prophéties, published way back in 1555. 

January was established as the first month of the year by the Roman calendar. It was named after the Roman god 

Janus, who was the god of passage and new beginnings. Janus has two faces which allowed him to look backwards 

into the old year and forwards into the new one at the same time. A physiotherapist’s worst nightmare? 

“Wellington Anniversary Day is celebrated on the closest Monday to January 22nd and commemorates the arrival of 

the first settler ship, the Aurora, to Petone Beach on 22nd January 1840. It is important to note that many areas had 

already been occupied by local Māori for generations. So while anniversary days are a welcome holiday, they are to 

some extent a legacy of our colonial past” (WCC website). 

As you know, there are streets in Wellington and Petone that are named after some of the first ships which arrived in 

Wellington – Adelaide Road, Aurora Terrace, Bengal Street, Bolton Street, Bombay Street, Brougham Street, Clifton 

Terrace, Coromandel Street, Cuba Street, Roxburgh Street, Essex Street, Glenbervie Terrace, Lambton Quay, Oriental 

Parade and Tory Street. 

In November 1840, the town was given the name Wellington, after the Duke of Wellington’s heroics at the Battle of 

Waterloo in 1815. Here ends this month’s history lesson. 

And now something appropriate for Wellington - an article I read recently in the Post made me smile. “Wellington will 

run out of water sometime in February. Not because summer’s been hotter than a sauna, but because of leaks. Those 

mythical water tanks residents are being asked to buy, will become valuable bartering tools, while Wellington Water 

staff on their magical salaries, will have had enough, and retreat to their Pauanui baches”.  
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NEXT MEETING: Thursday 8th February 2024 

          (Please send apologies to Todd Foster 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz) 

Guest Speaker: Tom Law, Wellington South Community Patrol 

Member Speaker: Pastor Phil Coates - Aspects of My Life 

Tea Roster*:  Pat Hayden (lead), Sheila Kleyn 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

 

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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At the time of writing this, Wellington has been enjoying a relatively long spell of very warm weather. On 17th January, 

water restrictions at level two were imposed. As far as I can tell, it only affects those who have a garden or a lawn 

tennis court to water and keep maintained. What about car washing, swimming pools, cleaning windows? And who 

will monitor the situation/usage – will we become a city where you’ll be able to “dob” offenders in? I hope not.  

Personally, I think it’s time to stop the blame game on this water crisis, which in reality could become a catastrophe 

of gigantic proportions for many residents and business owners alike. One positive aspect of this sorry saga is that in 

our street we’ve had a water leak for nearly two years. It was fixed once and then it reappeared. The birds just love 

drinking from the leak and splashing about in it. No two-minute showers for our feathered friends. 

Christine Tijsen 

President 2023-2024 

 

 
 

 

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers) 

 
 
 
 
AT THE DECEMBER MEETING   

Guest speaker:  Tansy Tompkins 

Tansy gave us an entertaining talk about her search for the answer to the 
question “What do I want to be when I grow up?” Ruled out of being a ballerina 
at the age of fourteen by her height and flat feet, she progressed from cracking 
eggs into a bucket as work experience at Noah’s Hotel in Christchurch, to being 
a hotel manager at the five star James Cook Hotel in Wellington and meeting 
such distinguished guests as Charlton Heston, Dudley Moore, William Shatner, 
Audrey Hepburn, Tina Turner and the Sultan of Brunei. 

Not content with that, she moved to London for her Overseas Experience (OE), 
working for Goldman Sachs in the crazy world of investment banking, and then 
sailed around the world working on cruise ships. Returning to New Zealand she 

worked for Flight Centre and the New Zealand Film Commission, and got engaged. She moved back to London where 
she worked for a casino company, for Russian oligarch Evgeny Lebedev and for many, many others, and fitted in a 
month off to get married. Moving back to New Zealand, she was with Tourism New Zealand and is currently Chief 
Executive of Wellington Cable Car as well as Chair of the New Zealand Cruise Association. 

But we have the feeling that she and Theodore, her teddy bear, are not yet finished looking for that perfect job! 

Tansy was introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Sheila Kleyn. 

Calendar of Events – February 2024 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Thursday, 1st February Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Thursday, 8th February Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Monday, 12th February Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Wednesday, 14th February Dining Out Saffron Haveli 6:00pm 

Thursday, 15th February Monthly Committee Meeting John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Thursday, 22nd February Tea/Coffee Morning Park Kitchen, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 22nd February Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

Members Present: 73 – Apologies: 16 – Absent: 15 – Visitors: 5 

*  Volunteers needed for Tea Roster – See NOTICES below 

“If I cannot do great things, I can do 

small things in a great way.” 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Member Speaker: Cedric Croft 

Cedric took us on a whirlwind trip around the world to some of the places that he and 
Annette had visited since retirement, which included Azerbaijan, Brazil, Beijing, 
Barbados, Slovenia, Philadelphia, Cambridge, Hong Kong, Singapore, Jerusalem, 
Mongolia, Qatar, Pretoria, Vanuatu and, yes, Wellington.  

Cedric was introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Tricia O’Donnell. 

New Member: Leonie Curac 

Welcome to Leonie, who was inducted into the club at the December meeting. Leonie lives in 
Miramar and was a bank administrator with ANZ, later working in administration for CCDHB at 
Wellington Hospital. Her interests include reading, gardening and movies. 

Leonie was sponsored by Tricia O’Donnell and Todd Foster.  
 

In Memoriam: Margaret Gibson 

Christine spoke about Margaret, a long-standing member of our club who joined in 2006, and passed away on 21st 
November. A minute’s silence was observed in her memory. 

Obituary: Manda Keith 

Many of our long-term members will be sad to learn that former Probus Club member, 
Manda Keith, passed away on 31 December 2023. Thank you to Pauline Phillips and John 
Ellings for providing insights into Manda’s personality.  

Manda was the foundation Secretary of the Club and continued in that role for several years. 
She was one of those people with a laugh about everything, nothing was a problem, her 
baking contributions to Club morning teas were legendary, a real 80/20 “leave it to me” 
person. Manda and her husband Alex lived in Berhampore, and some years after his death 
Manda went to live in Auckland.  

We extend our deepest sympathy to Manda’s family and to those Club members who knew her. 

Christine Tijsen  

VISITS & OUTINGS 

There is currently no one in charge of organising visits and outings, but members are encouraged to put forward their 
suggestions for future trips. Please contact a member of the committee with your ideas.  

• Dining out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

The first visit of the year will be to Saffron Haveli, the Indian restaurant at 25 Kent Terrace on 
Wednesday, 14 February at 6pm. If you would like to come please see Sheila at the Club meeting on 
8th February, or contact her as above. 

 

• Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning  
  

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth 
Thursday of each month at the Park Kitchen in Miramar (across 
the road from the Roxy Cinema). No need to book, just come 
along.  

 
  Next one: Thursday, 22nd February. Same time, same place.  

Park Kitchen – 25th January 
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The Christmas Lunch at The Pines was enjoyed by members on Tuesday, 5th December. Many thanks to Martin Clarke 
for his entertaining MCing, to all those whose hard work ensured the success of the event, and to the Pines team for 

their friendly service, excellent food and spectacular location. 

 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 22nd February. 

• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers.  
Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point. 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 – erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the tougher 
clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in coming along please give Ernie a call. 

• Technology for Seniors: Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz 

This group is full, but if you would like any information, please contact Jocelyn. 

 

• Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com 

The group and partners enjoyed a hassle-free Christmas Dinner at The Wellington Club. 

 
 

 

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
mailto:jbhill@xtra.co.nz
mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
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• Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919 - taipak29@gmail.com    
 
It was a shame that Andy Fairweather and Ken Burford were 
both away in Australia when the Baking Brothers got 
together on Tuesday 28 November 2023, as we took a 
different approach to our get-together that day. As it was 
our last meeting of the year, I suggested that instead of 
creating something in the kitchen, as is usually the case, each 
of the group members should make at home something 
that the group had made together over the last six years of 
our activity. 

This turned out 
to be a great 

success - with two savoury and two sweet items being produced on the day. 
John Ellings made crostini with salmon and dried tomatoes, Alan Frewing 
made tuna and spinach patties, Bryan Cork made butter cakes with lemon 
icing and I made a chocolate cake; inevitably we had a very large morning tea 
of course - but all four items were absolutely delicious!   

(We're secretly hoping that Andy and Ken will produce something themselves 
when we get together for our first meeting in the New Year!) 

(This group is full as it is held in a member’s home, so not room for a crowd. If you would like to start up another 
similar group, please contact Martin for guidance.) 

 

 

• Wine Tasting Group:  David Williams 027 305 3697 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz 

              Anyone interested in joining please contact David or Lois.  

 

 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - 
kitkenburford@gmail.com     

The Quiddler group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our 
numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there is room for anyone 
else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to enquire.  

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house. 
Next one, 1st February.  
 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

Tea Roster – Volunteers needed 
We need volunteers for the Tea Roster at the monthly meetings from April onwards. This is a commitment for two 
consecutive months, the first as assistant and the second as lead. Please help if you can. 
Contact Beryl Smyth at bandk151@gmail.com 

 

Help! 

mailto:bandk151@gmail.com
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*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Christine 
Tijsen know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  

Membership List and Club Constitution 
As was decided at the August 2023 meeting, there will no longer be an annual printed booklet produced with the 
Membership List and Constitution. Instead, the current Membership List will be distributed periodically with the 
Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our website, or you can download it here. 

Club Bank Account 
The club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your surname as reference.  

Leaving the Club 
No longer wish to belong to the club? Please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that your 
name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth or Tricia O’Donnell.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President / Almoner 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering / Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/Constitution.pdf
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
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Are you retired or semi-retired? Would you like to meet with others with 

similar interests? The Eastern Suburbs U3A is a collective with interest 

groups ranging from poetry to petanque, from discussion to dining out. 

Find out about these and many other options: - On our web site 

www.u3aeasternsuburbs.org.nz 

• Or by picking up our brochure at the Miramar or Kilbirnie, 

Community Centre or Library 

• Or by coming to our annual interest-group meeting at the 

Miramar Community Centre at 1.30pm on Wednesday 24 

January 2024 

Why don’t you check it out and see if it’s for you? 

 

“You know you’re getting old when you stoop to 

tie your shoelaces and wonder what else you 

could do while you’re down there.” 

George Burns 

 

http://www.u3aeasternsuburbs.org.nz/

