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President’s Report – January 2025  

Happy New Year to you all 

I love January. The hustle of Christmas is over - all that organisation of food, presents and visitors. January is relaxed. 

No getting up early for work or other duties, easy summer food, no school deadlines to meet. Hopefully on holiday at 

home or elsewhere. The only negative factor has been the weather. In January 2024 we were bathed in sunshine. This 

year the weather god gave us wind and cloud.  

In November I had an accident and broke my right shoulder. There followed three weeks in hospital and then at home 

in a brace, and I want to say many, many thanks to members of the committee who supported me, reassured me, and 

stepped up and did my duties. I am recovering well and doing all the exercises. I intend to be back for the February 

meeting and driving again in May. 

Welcome to a new Probus year. We look forward to fascinating guest speakers, interesting member speakers, and 

laughter and chats at our morning teas. Our February meeting precedes the AGM in March, when we will talk about a 

modest fee increase and try to find at least two new members for our committee. We still need a Vice-

president/President-elect and a Dining-out organiser. These roles come with training and guidance and a how-to list. 

We also need volunteers for the morning tea roster. Please consider how you could take a turn in helping our club 

flourish this year.  

See you in February 

Patricia O’Donnell 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

     January 2025 Newsletter 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 13th February 2025 

          (Please send apologies to Cedric Croft 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz) 

Guest Speaker: Graeme Jupp – Titanic, a Legend in the Making 

Member Speaker: Colleen Spencer – The Way it Used to Be 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

 

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, 

try again. Then quit. There’s no use 

being a damn fool about it.” 

W.C. Fields 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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At the December Meeting 
 
 
 
There was no member speaker this month, and unfortunately Ross Findlay was unable to entertain us 
due to a prior (and much more important) engagement, his granddaughter’s graduation. However, 
Todd Foster, standing in for Tricia O’Donnell, kept us entertained with some amusing anecdotes and 
other business.  

We also remembered our founding President and long-time member Helen Hughes, who died in 
November. John Ellings and Jocelyn Hill related some of their memories of her, and we observed a 
minute’s silence to reflect on her life. 

 

Guest speaker:  Lynette Shum 

Lynette is an Oral History Advisor for the Alexander Turnbull Library, and a well-known member of the 

Chinese community in New Zealand. She told us the story of the SS Ventnor, which sailed in 1902 with 

a cargo of human remains to be returned to China, but which sank off the north-west coast of the 

North Island after hitting rocks. The local Maori have taken on 

the responsibility of caring for the remains which wash ashore 

from time to time, and the Maori and Chinese communities have 

forged a strong bond over this. 

Editor’s note: Lynette mentioned the 1988 Leon Narbey film 
Illustrious Energy about Chinese gold prospectors in 1890s 
Otago, which provides some background to the story of the SS 
Ventnor. If you haven’t seen it this is still available to view on YouTube. 

Lynette was introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Beryl Smyth 

 

New Members:  Irene Halakas and Chris Davies  

Welcome to Irene and Chris. Irene was involved in banking and the administration of her 
husband’s business, and she enjoys walking, sewing, going to the theatre, cooking, and 
spending time with friends and family. She was sponsored by Ainslie Maresca and Todd 
Foster. 

Chris was a bank officer, and enjoys travel, gym, yoga and reading. She was sponsored by 
Sue Bethell and Eileen Chan.

Calendar of Events – February 2025 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Thursday, 6th February Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Monday, 10th February Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 13th February Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 20th February Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 1:30pm 

Monday 24th February Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 27th February Tea/Coffee Morning Cafe Polo, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 27th February Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers) 

Members Present: 57 – Apologies: 26 – Absent: 23 – Visitors: 1 

Todd welcomes Irene 
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Matters Arising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Visits & Outings 

Members are encouraged to put forward their suggestions for visits or outings to a member of the committee. 

There are many more pictures of the Christmas Lunch on our website, which you can see by clicking here. 

 

 

 

 

Make a Difference – Join the Committee for 2025-26 

The new Management Committee will be voted in at the 

AGM in March. Most of the positions have now been filled, 

but we still need a new Vice-president and a Dining Out 

Organiser. An active committee is essential to keep our club 

running smoothly. Please consider volunteering. See any 

current committee member for further information. 

Attention Golfers 

The Probus Club of Waterloo is organising a Probus Golf 

Tournament to be held at Manor Park Golf Course on 

Monday, 24th March. 

If you would like to get together a team of four or five 

players to represent our club, you should have already 

received information and entry forms by email, but if not 

please contact: arthurcdavis@outlook.co.nz 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined/Christmas_2024
mailto:arthurcdavis@outlook.co.nz
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• Dining out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

The next lunch outing is a train trip to Fig Tree Cafe, 386 Fergusson 
Drive, Upper Hutt on Wednesday 19 February 2025. We will meet at 
Wellington Station at 11.00am and take the 11.10am train to 
Heretaunga Station. There is a 600 metre walk to the cafe. The trains 
return every half hour to Wellington Station.  

Fig tree cafe offers easy dining in a charming restored chapel. There is a full menu as well as cabinet food. Please join 
us on a little adventure out of town.  

If you would like to come please see Sheila at the Club meeting, or contact her as above. 

 

 Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning  

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except December) at Polo, on the corner of Rotherham Terrace and Para Street, 
Miramar. There’s no need to book, just come along for a snack and a chat.  

Next one: Thursday, 27th February. 

 

Special Interest Groups 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to the editor, Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 27th February. 

 

• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Walking Group meets every 
Monday at 10.00am and 
welcomes new walkers. 

Please contact Lois or David for 
details and meeting point. 

 
Sinclair Park, 13th January The Adrenaline Forest, 27th January 

Walking Group Christmas Lunch at Picnic Café, Botanical Gardens 

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
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• 500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 – warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com  

The 500 group meets in Island Bay on the fourth Thursday of each month and runs from 1:30pm 
with a short afternoon tea break. Three tables of four can be accommodated. There are now 12 
permanent players but there is room for other occasional players. Training or brush up skills are 
offered if you are keen to join.  

If you are interested, please contact Warren as above. 

 

• Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919 - taipak29@gmail.com   

The fifth gathering of the Hot Stuff Baking Group for 2024 took place a 
week before Christmas on Tuesday 17 December, but as Alan Frewing 
was still getting over a severe illness, we were reduced to a group of 
five bakers rather than our usual six! (We did drop off a sample of our 
creation to the Frewing household, along with the associated recipe 
sheet, to make sure that Alan didn't feel TOO left out!) 
 
At this event we made an Apricot and Chocolate Slice, the basis of which 
was made up of flour, baking powder and rolled oats. Rather than using 
sugar, sweetness was provided through honey and apricot jam, and the 
dried apricots and dark chocolate were roughly chopped prior to 
mixing. We used quite a large slice tin, as we were unsure of what size 
tin would be correct for the recipe, and in fact our product was tasty, but thin, and next time we would use a smaller 
tin and the slice itself would be deeper.... 
 
We are looking forward to creating more baking items in 2025 and additionally having good old social natters over 
coffee!  

 

• Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com 
 

Back to cooking in the kitchen after restaurant meetings for the last 
couple of months. The picture on the right shows the group in Charles 
Blades’ kitchen in his new apartment at Rita Angus. A tasty haloumi 
dish was followed by rizogalo Greek rice pudding with Greek peaches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, (04) 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 - erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the 
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in joining us please give Ernie a call. 

Hassle Free partners dinner at the Wellington Club – December 2024 

mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
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• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

The group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our 
numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there is room for 
anyone else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to 

enquire.  

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house. 

Next one: 6th February.   

 

 

 

Notices 

Club Bank Account 
The Club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your name as reference. 

Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Tricia 
O’Donnell know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  

Visitors 
If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting, please ask for a temporary badge as you come in. Then introduce the 

visitor to the President so they can be welcomed by name. Beryl Smyth, another committee member, will also assist. 

Gluten-free 
If you require gluten-free food, there is a limited supply available on the trolley in the kitchen at morning tea time. 

Just pop in and help yourself. 

Membership List and Club Constitution 
A full Membership List is distributed periodically with the Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our 
website, or you can download it here. 

Leaving the Club 
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that 
your name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048. call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Probus Member Benefits Scheme 
The Probus South Pacific Limited Member Benefits Scheme offers members exclusive discounts from a variety of 

participating businesses.   Click here for details. 

Quiddler Group – 5th December 

 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/Constitution.pdf
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/files/MBS_New_Zealand_28102024.pdf
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*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2024/25  COMMITTEE 

Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Todd Foster Vice President 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Christine Tijsen Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Cedric Croft Membership 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

“People say satire is dead. It’s not 

dead; it’s alive and living in the 

White House.” 

Robin Williams 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com

