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NEXT MEETING: Thursday 10" October 2024
(Please send apologies to Cedric Croft 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay @xtra.co.nz)

Guest Speaker: John Stevens - Charitable Trust administrator.
Member Speaker: Joanna Simpson - Tommy's Real Estate.

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist
Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined

President’s Report — September 2024

Greetings

Spring is here, with daffodils and trees in blossom. The tulips in the Botanic Gardens are gorgeous, great swathes of
different colours. We are so lucky to have the Gardens. | love wandering through the different areas, and usually end
up at the Picnic café for a scone. | love this season, particularly when daylight saving starts and | can garden in the cool
of the evening. My garden is blooming, but the grass grows better in the flower beds than in the lawn! School holidays
for the first two weeks of October, and some of us will be on grandparent or grand-aunt duty. Family visits and trips
with the children. Lovely to relax in the company of the children without rushing to sports events and dance classes. It
is also spring-cleaning, and my garage is looking tidy and emptier than it was. | dealt with all the stuff | put in there “to
be sorted later.” Later is now!

Spring is a time of renewal, and your committee is looking ahead to “Committee 2025” in March. We need new blood,
as at least two of the current members are retiring. Please consider taking a turn as a committee member. There are a
variety of roles so you can do something that both interests you and enhances our club. Please think about it, so if you
are tapped on the shoulder, you can say YES to a new adventure.

Keep well, keep safe until we meet again in October.
Patricia O’Donnell

President

“It is not the strongest species that
survive, nor the most intelligent, but
the most responsive to change.”

Charles Darwin
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Calendar of Events — October 2024

“ Event Location Time

Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am
Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm
Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am
Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm

Tuesday, 15™ October Dining Out Spirit House, Miramar 6:00pm

Thursday, 17™" October Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 1:30pm

Thursday, 24™ October Tea/Coffee Morning Cafe Polo, Miramar 10:00am

Thursday, 24™ October 500 Group Sheila & Warren’s 1:30pm
Monday, 28th October Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm

Tuesday, 29" October Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures
(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers)

At the September Meeting

Members Present: 64 — Apologies: 27 — Absent: 9 — Visitors: 4

Guest speaker: Gdbor Toth

Gabor is a local historian, and he gave us a fascinating talk about the changing restaurant scene in
Wellington. In the early twentieth century there were few restaurants as we think of them today. Eating
out was the norm for the many people from all walks of life who lived in segregated boarding houses,
and there were pubs for the men and tea rooms for the women. But the food was standard British fare,
and even when the proprietors were Greeks or other Europeans, the customers still only wanted steak,
eggs, chips etc. This generally remained the case well into the sixties, with the exception of some
French cuisine and a few Chinese restaurants, but things started to change as immigration was opened
up to non-europeans, and people travelled more and acquired a taste for more exotic foods.
Nowadays, of course, there is a vibrant restaurant scene with a choice of food and drink from every
corner of the world.

Gabor also introduced his friend Boyd Klap, who opened one of the first European-style restaurants i\.
in Wellington, The Tulip, in 1959.

Gdbor was introduced by Tricia O’Donnell and thanked by Charles Blades.

In Memorium: Lesley Marsters

Tricia announced the passing of Lesley Marsters, who died on 16" August. Lesley joined Probus in 2017, and was our
President from August 2020 to March 2023 during the difficult Covid years. Anumber of members attended her funeral
in Island Bay. A minute’s silence was observed to remember her.

In Memorium: Ross Dunn

We also remember Ross Dunn, a long-term member of our club, who died recently. Ross ran his own travel agency in
the city. He was a survivor of the Hawkes Bay earthquake of 3™ February, 1931, and travelled to Napier every year for
the annual remembrance ceremony for survivors. He was known for his pre-Christmas soirees at his home, when he
hired student musicians to play in his garden to serenade the guests. He loved the smell of the sea air in the early
morning.
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The Raffle

We had a wonderful result from our annual fundraising raffle, held at the September meeting, which brought in a
total of $575, as compared to $518 last year.

First of all, many thanks to club members for their generosity in donating items for the
raffle. There was a great array of goodies and our ‘artiste extraordinaire’ Kate Lowe
managed to make up 11 very attractive looking baskets for prizes. There were also 11 bottles
of wine so no doubt some happy tippling went on in the following few days.

We would also like to acknowledge the very generous support given to us by various local businesses in providing
goods and services for raffle prizes. Remember times are a bit tough in business so whenever you can, please support
these people who have supported us, when you shop:

e The Roxy, Miramar. e The Warehouse, Rongotai. e Siamese Walrus Restaurant,
e The Empire, Island Bay. e Strathmore Bakery & Café. Miramar.

e The Penthouse, Brooklyn. e Arcimboldi, Seatoun. e Strathmore Local Bar &

e Light House Cuba, City. e Swimsuit Café, Miramar. Restaurant.

e Strathmore Park Pharmacy. e Pestle & Mortar Café, Miramar. @ Thistle Inn, Thorndon.

e Unichem Pharmacy, Miramar. e Little Sprig Tavern, Seatoun. e Hell Pizzas, Strathmore.

e New World, Miramar. e Cafe Polo, Miramar. e Souvlaki at Acropolis,

e Pak’nSave, Kilbirnie. e Chocolate Fish Café, Shelly Bay. Strathmore.

Thanks also to John Ellings, who couldn’t be present but bought tickets and donated the prizes he won to those who

missed out. And thanks to the team, (Kate Lowe, Trish Fairweather, Julie Pointing and Tricia O’Donnell) for assistance
with the draw. And, of course, to Kit Burford for organising the whole thing and persuading all of these businesses to
support our club by providing vouchers.

Matters Arising

Make a Difference — Join the Committee for 2025-26
It’s that time again when we begin looking for members to step up and take a turn on our club’s
committee. Are you interested in joining the band of hardy souls who chart the club’s progress? How long
you serve is your choice, although some roles have time limits, such as the presidency which is one year or
treasurer which is three years. At present we are seeking a new vice-president, treasurer, speakers
organiser, and special groups co-ordinator. An active committee is essential to keep our club running
smoothly. Please consider helping out. See any current committee member for further information.

Gluten-free
If you require gluten-free food, there is a
limited supply available on the trolley in the

' ) ) ﬂ kitchen at morning tea time. Just pop in and
Christmas Lunch at the Pines help yourself.

This year’s Christmas Lunch will be at the Pines
on Tuesday, 3™ December at noon. The cost
will be $42, payable at least a week in advance Visitors

to the Club’s account, so that we know how

If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting,

many are coming. please ask for a temporary badge as you
See Notices below for the account details. come in. Then introduce the visitor to the
Any problems, please see President Tricia. President so they can be welcomed by

name. Beryl Smyth, another committee
member, will also assist.
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Visits & Outings

Members are encouraged to put forward their suggestions for visits or outings to a member of the committee.

¢ Dining out — Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com

Our next dining out is an evening meal at Spirit House, on the corner of Miramar Avenue ' : j!
and Park Road, Miramar, on Tuesday 15™ October at 6pm. The cuisine is South East Asian @ ||
and delicious. Spirit House is strictly BYO and corkage is $10 per bottle or part bottle, so érlﬂt ouse i‘
perhaps get together with friends and share. L

If you would like to come please see Sheila at the Club meeting, or contact her as above.

e Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on
the fourth Thursday of each month. On
September 26" it was held for a change at Cafe
Polo, at the corner of Rotherham Terrace and
Para Street, with 19 members in attendance.

POLO

CAFE - BAKERY - DELI - CATERING

This proved a popular venue, so the next coffee morning on Thursday, 24
October, will also be held there.

Cafe PolofSep: rﬁber

Special Interest Groups

Wanted - Special Interest Groups Co-ordinator
We have not had a co-ordinator now for several years. Is anyone interested in taking this on? Duties would
include speaking at monthly meetings to promote the groups and keep members informed, supporting and
encouraging group convenors, and introducing new members to our groups or offering support to start new
ones. What do you think? Are YOU interested?

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next
newsletter to the editor, Peter How - peterhow@®hotmail.com — Deadline for next edition: 29t October.

e Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers.

Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point.

e 500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 — warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com

The 500 group meets in Island Bay on the fourth Thursday of each month and runs from 1:30pm to
5:30pm with a short afternoon tea break. Three tables of four can be accommodated. There are now
13 permanent members, but there may be room for other occasional players.

If you are interested, please contact Warren or Sheila as above.
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e Technology Group: Convenor - Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz
Information - John Ellings (04) 973 8096 — j.a.ellings@gmail.com

There was no meeting of the group this month, but newsletters with all previous technology articles can be
downloaded from our website by clicking here: Newsletters

If you would like to know more about any of the topics covered by the group, or have any comments or feedback,
please contact John Ellings.

e Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919 - taipak29@gmail.com

shop that he opened

The latest  get-
together of the Hot
Stuff Baking Group
took place on Tuesday,
24t September, and all

our members were in
attendance.

Gill and | have recently
returned from an
overseas trip which
included a river-boat
cruise on the Douro
River in Portugal; we have always loved the country
and on our first visit there, Gill fell in love with the
Pasteis de Nata, the famous Portuguese sweet treat
which is very like a custard tart. Some research has
revealed that they were originally sold at the Mosteiro
dos Jeronimos in Belem, a riverside area of Lisbon, and
when the monastery was briefly closed in the early
19th century, the recipe found its way into the hands
of an enterprising local businessman. Apparently, the

then now sells 20,000
a day - and we made
16!

The tart has a flaky
puff pastry base and
sides (like a jam tart)
and the filling is
composed of milk,
cornflour, sugar,
vanilla essence and
egg yolks. Prior to
baking the tarts, it is
necessary to whisk the ingredients together with a
constant and strong whisking motion - to prevent the
filling becoming scrambled eggs!

Our cooked creations were really successful, and they
were very tasty. Our recipe stated that these pasteis
are best eaten on the day of production - and we found
that suggestion easy to accept!

Martin Clarke - CONVENOR

e Wine Tasting Group: Andy Fairweather 021 120 3052 - atfairweather@gmail.com

The Wine tasting group was kindly hosted by John Ellings on the N r
afternoon of the 24th of September. The order of the day was to Il =

critique varieties of Pinot Gris. A surprise was the relatively high
rating of a clear skin wine from Chile. The group however gave two

wines from Marlborough the highest markings.

e Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 — j.a.ellings@gmail.com

The Cooking Team decided to sample cooking by others for their monthly
meeting and enjoyed a great Thai shared meal at The Spirit House in Miramar.
This is an excellent BYO restaurant which we can recommend to our members.
Standing at the feet of the Buddha after the meal seemed an appropriate setting

for the photograph.

Editor’s note: By coincidence, this is also the venue for our October Dining Out,
so this is a timely recommendation.

Ha; le\p‘I‘:reeCookiﬁg
‘Septamber 2024
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e Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, (04) 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 - erniek10@gmail.com

4

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month g:g:g:ﬂ ﬁ
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the [} nﬂmﬂﬂg !1?
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help

available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat. &Eﬂﬂg!ﬂnﬂ

B

If you’re interested in coming joining us please give Ernie a call.

e Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com

The group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there
is room for anyone else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to enquire.

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house.
Next one, 3™ October.

Notices

Club Bank Account
The Club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your name as reference.

Permission to use photographs

Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Tricia
O’Donnell know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted".

Suggestion Box

Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave
your name unless you wish to do so.

Membership List and Club Constitution
A full Membership List is distributed periodically with the Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our
website, or you can download it here.

Leaving the Club
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that
your name can be taken off the membership list.

Almoner
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.

Travel Insurance

Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048.
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2024/25 COMMITTEE

Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com
Todd Foster Vice President 027 475 2139 - tjffoster@xtra.co.nz
)54 =500 | Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com
Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 — janice.humphries@gmail.com
Cedric Croft Membership 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com
Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com
Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com
Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com

*Co-opted

“If you always do what interests you,
at least one person is pleased.”

Katharine Hepburn

Tomm 's

Real Estate MREINZ
Licensad under the REAA 2008

Proud sponsor of Wellington
Combined Probus

JOANNA SIMPSON

M: 027 366 2792 E: joanna@tommys.co.nz
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