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President’s Report – October 2024  

Greetings 

We won the America’s Cup for the third consecutive time - a record! Our team worked very well together and pulled it 

off after the setback of losing 2 races. Well done to them! They represent New Zealand outstandingly. I think in horror 

of the cyclists in the area called “the coffin”. It is almost enclosed, and they have to pedal furiously for the whole race 

without seeing what is going on. That is dedication. 

Talking of dedication, we are looking for new Management Committee members for 2025. Are you interested in 

joining? How long you serve is your choice, although some roles have time limits. Roles available are vice-president, 

treasurer and speakers’ organiser. We also have places for those who would like to join to see how the committee 

works before volunteering for a particular role, or to fill one-off roles. An active committee is essential to keep our club 

running smoothly. Please consider helping out. 

Hooray for daylight saving and the longer evenings. It is so pleasant to meander outside after tea for a walk or to pull 

some weeds. My gardens are looking splendid after a lot of Spring work but the fastest growing plants are the grasses. 

The lawn is still scrappy but the in the beds the grass is lush and green and I mutter a lot as I remove it yet again.  

Summer is approaching and it will soon be warm enough to swim. The number of surfers in Lyall Bay is increasing. I 

prefer to watch than to surf.  

Banksy’s art is coming to town. I enjoy his offbeat sharp viewpoints on the political, cultural and current 

societal situations. Very thought-provoking and often amusing. The display will be in Takina for 3 months and 

will be well worth having a look. 

Keep well and safe until we meet again in November. 

Patricia O’Donnell 

President 

 

  

 

 

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

     October 2024 Newsletter 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 14th November 2024 

          (Please send apologies to Cedric Croft 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz) 

Guest Speaker: Robin Boldarin - My role as a Justice of the Peace. 

Member Speaker: John Ellings - Business visits to the Middle East. 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

 

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

“Whether you think that you can, or 

that you can’t, you are usually right.” 

Henry Ford 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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At the October Meeting 
 
 
 
 

 

Guest speaker:  John Stevens 

John is a retired lawyer and administrator of the Vavasour Charitable Trust. He told us how one of two 
brothers of the Vavasour family, Father Frank, who was a Jesuit Priest, was sent to England to be the bursar 
and farm supervisor of a Jesuit secondary school, taking with him £2,000 from his father’s estate to invest 
in the Jesuit Common Fund. Eventually he became the treasurer of the fund, and when he retired he was 
able to repatriate his share to set up the Trust in New Zealand. The Trust today is worth about $30m, and 
they give away about $1m each year to a wide variety of good causes. 

John was introduced and thanked by Warren Fitzsimons. 

 

 

Member speaker:  Joanna Simpson - Tommy's Real Estate  

Joanna is a long-time sponsor of our club, and gave us an update on the state of the real estate market 
and some tips on how to prepare for selling your house.  

 

 

New Members: Lois Henderson and Diane Little 

We welcome two new members to the club this month. Lois, was Personal Assistant to the Chief 

Coroner, and she enjoys yoga, walking, swimming and art. She was sponsored by Anne Greig and 

Sherryl Murphy. 

Diane was a Client Distribution Administrator with Statistics New Zealand. She enjoys scrapbooking 

and country music. She was sponsored by Cedric and Annette Croft. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events – November 2024 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Thursday, 7th November Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Thursday, 14th November Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Monday, 11th November Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Wednesday, 20th November Dining Out Ozeki, 161 Tory Street 6:00pm 

Thursday, 21st November Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 1:30pm 

Thursday, 28th November Tea/Coffee Morning Cafe Polo, Miramar 10:00am 

Thursday, 28th November 500 Group Sheila & Warren’s 1:30pm 

Monday, 25th November Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Friday, 29th November Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers) 

Members Present: 68 – Apologies: 20 – Absent: 14 – Visitors: 5 

Lois and Diane 
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Matters Arising 

 

 

This year’s Christmas Lunch will be at the Pines on Tuesday, 3rd December at noon. 

The cost will be $42, payable at least a week in advance to the Club’s account (so 

that we can let the Pines know how many are coming). See Notices below for the 

account details.  If you don’t want to pay online please put your $42 cash into an 

envelope with your name on it and give it to Tricia O’Donnell at the November 

meeting.  
There will be a cash bar. If you want to come to the lunch and need help with 

transport please tell the president as soon as possible so it can be arranged. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a Difference – Join the Committee for 2025-26 

Join the Committee for 2025-26 We are looking for members to step up and take a turn on our 

club’s committee. Are you interested in joining the band of hardy souls who chart the club’s 

progress? How long you serve is your choice, although some roles have time limits. Roles 

available are vice-president, treasurer, speakers’ organiser. We also have places for those who 

would like to join to see how the committee works before volunteering for a particular role or to 

fill one-off roles. An active committee is essential to keep our club running smoothly. Please 

consider helping out. See any current committee member for further information. 

 

Do you shop at The Children’s Bookshop in the Plaza in Kilbirnie? 

  It is a marvellous place for children’s books and holiday activities. The staff are very helpful too.  In my 

other life I am a member of Altrusa Women’s Service Club. In November we put a Christmas tree up in the 

bookshop and ask people to buy a book for a child who is in Women’s Refuge over Christmas. Christmas is 

the busiest time for the Refuges and often the children have to run and leave everything behind. We give 

them a book that is theirs, that goes with them when they leave the Refuge. So, PLEASE, remember a 

book for a child at the Children’s Bookshop. 

Tricia O’Donnell 

Visit the beautiful Erskine Chapel 
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Visits & Outings 

Members are encouraged to put forward their suggestions for visits or outings to a member of the committee. 

• Dining out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next dining out is on Wednesday, 20th November at Ozeki, a Japanese restaurant at 161 Tory 
Street in the City. 

Ozeki specialises in tasty meals, from sushi to noodles, vegetarian and delicious chicken, beef, 
fish and lamb dishes. Always popular from the dinner menu is the set meal selection which 
includes homemade miso soup and the world-famous-in-Wellington Bento boxes!  

If you would like to come please see Sheila at the Club meeting, or contact her as above. 

  

• Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning  

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month at Polo, 
on the corner of Rotherham Terrace and Para Street, Miramar. Come along for a chat and 
a snack. There’s no need to book. 

Next one: Thursday, 28th November 

 

Special Interest Groups 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to the editor, Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 29th November. 

 

• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and 
welcomes new walkers.  

On 28th October the group walked from Wellington Hospital to 
Trax Cafe in Wellington Station. Enroute stops were the 
Wellington City Mission’s new $50 million building and a few 
waterfront stores. 

     Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point. 

 

 

Eighteen members enjoyed dinner at                       in Miramar on 15th October. 

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
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• 500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 – warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com  

The 500 group meets in Island Bay on the fourth Thursday of each month and runs from 1:30pm 
with a short afternoon tea break. Three tables of four can be accommodated. There are now 12 
permanent players but there is room for other occasional players. Training or brush up skills are 
offered if you are keen to join. 

If you are interested, please contact Warren as above. 

 

• Technology Group: Convenor - Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz  
                                           Information - John Ellings (04) 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com 

Making Lifestyle Purchases – are you using your phone technology to get the best deal? 

Case Study #1  “Good morning, I want a replacement battery the same as this one for my phone.” 
“Certainly sir, that will be $27.99.” 
“I’ll pay by credit card, thank you and goodbye.”  

Case Study #2  “Good morning, I want a replacement battery the same as this one for my phone. Will you match 
your competitor’s price of $24.99?” 
“One minute while I check – yes, you can have that for $24.99.” 
“Do you offer a gold card discount?”  
“Yes, may I see your card - good, the price will now be $22.40.” 
“I’ll pay by credit card, thank you and goodbye.” 

Case Study #2 is an actual recent transaction providing 
a 20% discount on the advertised price. 
This required a quick Google check by the battery 
model number which showed that the price of three 
competitors was $24.99. A check with PriceSpy would 
have given similar information. Many retailers can give 
a Gold Card discount, but most have a policy not to ask 
whether you have a Gold Card to avoid possible 
embarrassment to customers about their age. You 
must ask if they have a Gold Card discount. Retailers 
will not offer discounts unasked but will respond as 
they want to make a sale. 
While this was a minor transaction, the exact same 
principles apply to major purchases. You should always 
do some homework before a buying decision and be 
prepared to walk away if unsuccessful. 

It is generally misunderstood that an advertised or 
marked price is not an offer by the store for you to pay 
that price. In contract law it is an “invitation to treat” 
from the Latin “invitatio ad offerendum,” meaning “an 
expression of willingness to negotiate.” It is an 
invitation from them to you, inviting you to offer to pay 
that advertised price, or to negotiate some lower price, 
or to include something extra. 
Most major retailers have two levels of power to 
negotiate with customers, a minor discount on the 
salesperson’s own authority, or a larger discount 
available by referral to store management. Sales staff 
expect to be asked for a better deal but are very happy 
when a customer offers to pay the full price without 
any question. Remember, the store is inviting your 
offer, it is you who makes the offer. 

 

GPS Trackers – keep track of all those things important to you, from people to pets and lots more. 

These devices range from about $20 to over $100 and 
can be used to keep track of a wide range of our 
possessions, with many levels of features such as 
battery life and tracking ranges, too diverse to cover 
here. 
They are used to keep track of baggage, key rings, 
purses and bags, backpacks, pets, mobile phones, 
cameras, people, cars, caravans, motor homes, 
bicycles, sports gear and lots more. Anything that 
leaves the safety of your home can have a tracker 
attached to trace its location and assist recovery. 

Personal GPS trackers have additional safety and 
communication features that include emergency 
alarms, health warnings, answer modes and more. 
They are useful even for fit and mobile people, so that 
in the event of a fall or medical event, someone will 
know where you are, and they or the wearer can call 
for assistance at the press of a button, easier than 
making a mobile phone call.  

Google GPS Tracker for an extensive range of 
information on all types and uses of trackers. 

If you would like to know more about any of the topics covered by the group, or have any comments or feedback, 
please contact John Ellings. 

mailto:jbhill@xtra.co.nz
mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
https://pricespy.co.nz/
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• Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com 
 
This group has now been 
meeting for around 
fourteen years, still with 
several founding members.  
On occasion members now 
choose to sample cooking 
by others, and this was the 
case this month with a visit 
to the Malaysian restaurant 
Kanama Kopi Kadai located 
at number 1 Rongotai Road 
Kilbirnie.  

 
The food was good quality, well 
presented, particularly suited to 
those of you who enjoy spicy 
meals. 
  
The group is pictured in front of 
an image of Hindu God Vishnu, 
who restores the balance 
between good and evil and is a 
protector of dharma, or moral 
order and proper conduct. 

 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, (04) 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 - erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the 
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in coming joining us please give Ernie a call. 

 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

The group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there 
is room for anyone else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to enquire.  

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house.  

Next one, 7th November. 

 

And for One Night Only: 

• Insomniacs Group 

As you are aware, the Insomniacs Group is in recess/hibernation. However, I’ve a few more helpful hints that you 

might like to use when sleep evades you! Realistically, using them may in fact keep you awake. I often use these 

“quizzes” when taking the grandchildren home – it helps increase their knowledge and distracts them from 

bickering! 

• Name countries of the world from A to Z 

• Name cities of the world from A to Z 

• Name places in the North Island from A to Z 

• Name places in the South Island from A to Z 

• Name landmarks in the world from A to Z (Eiffel Tower, Golden Mile)  

• Name geographical features in the world from A to Z (Niagara Falls, Sahara Desert) 

• Name streets in your area from A to Z – to make it more of a challenge, you could name streets in 

Wellington from A to Z that are Christian names (Adelaide, Blair, Campbell)  

• Name foods you like/dislike from A to Z 

 

Christine Tijsen, Convenor, Insomniacs Group 

 

 

mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
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Notices 

Club Bank Account 
The Club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your name as reference. 

Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Tricia 
O’Donnell know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  

Visitors 
If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting, please ask for a temporary badge as you come in. Then introduce the 

visitor to the President so they can be welcomed by name. Beryl Smyth, another committee member, will also assist. 

Gluten-free 
If you require gluten-free food, there is a limited supply available on the trolley in the kitchen at morning tea time. 

Just pop in and help yourself. 

Membership List and Club Constitution 
A full Membership List is distributed periodically with the Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our 
website, or you can download it here. 

Leaving the Club 
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that 
your name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/Constitution.pdf
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
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*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024/25  COMMITTEE 

Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Todd Foster Vice President 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Christine Tijsen Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Cedric Croft Membership 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

“If you have to have a job in this world, a 

high-priced movie star is a pretty good gig. 

Tom Hanks 

 

mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com

