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NEXT MEETING: Thursday 11" April 2024
(Please send apologies to Todd Foster 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz)

Guest Speaker: Graeme Jupp, Featherston to Upper Hutt Railway
Member Speaker:  Sheila Fitzsimons — A Journey to Zimbabwe
Tea Roster: Warren Fitzsimons (lead), Sherryl Murphy

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist
Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined

PRESIDENT’S REPORT — March 2024

Greetings to you all

My first article as President. | want to acknowledge the sterling job Christine did as President and thank her for her
guidance. She was an outstanding leader. | am grateful that | can call on her for advice.

Your new committee is already at work to manage the Club’s affairs so that we run smoothly. Our committee works
well together with lots of laughter and fun. Being part of the committee means you meet all the members and strongly
feel part of the Club.

March is Autumn with colder winds and the nights drawing in. Daylight finishes on Sunday 7" April and our days grow
shorter and colder. Easter approaches, for Christians the most blessed time of the year. It also brings chocolate Easter
eggs and bunnies and other Easter goodies to delight the children. | love the Queen Anne ones that, as a child, we
bought from the Adams Bruce shop in Coutts Street. Gorgeous marshmallow and divine chocolate coating. | do wish
that, when you break the Eggs, the calories would fall out and float away.

Mary Anderson’s talk on Miramar Peninsula was interesting. She mentioned that her group is collecting historical
material and | have volunteered to sit down and talk and record people’s stories. If you remember the stories your
parents and older neighbours told | would love to hear them, so please identify yourself to me. Consider your
neighbours, fellow churchgoers, friends and ask them to talk with me. | will record only what they want me to. | did
this sort of work in 2015-16 when writing a school history and loved it.

May you enjoy your Easter break either by travelling or staying at home, by taking part in family or sporting or cultural
activities. And by eating delicious Easter eggs.

| look forward to the challenge of being your President and will try to do my best in the role.
Patricia O’Donnell

“1 always wanted to be somebody,
but now | realize | should have

been more specific.”

Lily Tomlin
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Calendar of Events — April 2024

Date Event Location Time
Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am
Thursday, 4™ April Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm
Monday, 8™ April Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch's 2:30pm
Thursday, 11* April Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am

Wednesday, 17" April Dining Out Finn’s, Paekakariki Noon
Thursday, 18 April Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 1:30pm
Monday, 22" April Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch's 2:30pm
Thursday, 25 April Tea/Coffee Morning Park Kitchen, Miramar 10:00am

Thursday, 25" April Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers)

AT THE MARCH MEETING Members Present: 70 — Apologies: 22 — Absent: 12 — Visitors: 6

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) was chaired by our outgoing president, Christine Tijsen who then handed the
presidential chain to new president Patricia O’'Donnell to carry on with the meeting. A big welcome to her, and
farewell and thank you to the departing president, Christine Tijsen.

Your hew committee

: Jan Humphﬁes ‘ ‘Sheila Fitzsimo atrigia '@nnell
Sedric Croft ~ Beryl Smyth : ulie Po n Peter How

2024/25 COMMITTEE
Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com
Vacant Vice President
Christine Tijsen Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com
Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com
Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 — janice.humphries@gmail.com
Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjffoster@xtra.co.nz
Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com
Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com
Cedric Croft Miscellaneous 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com
Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com
Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com
*Co-opted
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Kit Burford resigned from our Management Committee just before our AGM
this year. She and her husband Ken joined our Probus Club in February 2008
and have been stalwarts ever since. Kit was elected to the Management
Committee in 2018 and was the membership secretary for two years, then the
efficient and reliable secretary for a further three years. She also established
the Quiddlers Group, which is flourishing. Kit has been a guiding light with her
knowledge of Probus rules and of the local area, knowing who to approach
when seeking raffle prizes and also arranging the individual prizes attractively.
She and Ken have led Walk Wellington groups for members to enjoy stories of
our city, and they frequently attend our Dining Out occasions. She enjoys the
companionship and fun involved in our Club. We thank her gratefully for her
work on the Committee to help keep our Club running smoothly.

katricia O’Donnell /

Guest speaker: Mary Anderson - Enterprise Miramar

board members to support a group of 154 member
businesses and 6 associate members, who pay fees to
belong. From lobbying for alternative development ideas
for Shelly Bay and the pedestrian crossing on Cobham
Drive to trying to move pigeons from the historic bus
shelter on Park Road, they support practical ideas and beautification of the area. Current
projects include installing water tanks and placing historic signage in strategic places.

Mary was introduced by Chrisine Tijsen and thanked by Mabel Lust.

Please Note:
Annual Subscriptions are payable from 15t
April. See Notices below for details.

“A lie gets halfway around the world before the b

truth has a chance to get its pants on.”

)
.‘r.”

”

»

Sir Winston Churchill ’//

Mary gave us a very interesting talk about the work of Enterprise
Miramar, a Business Improvement District (BID). This is an
organisation of local businesses, run in partnership with Wellington
City Council, with the aim of improving the local business
environment and growing the regional economy. It is just one of  pusiess
about 3,000 BIDs worldwide. She works with a team of volunteer

ENTERPRISE
MIRAMAR

DISTRICT

Proposed#culpture Tog.the

Sweefitrance to Miramar
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VISITS & OUTINGS

There is currently no one in charge of organising visits and outings, but members are encouraged to put forward their
suggestions for future trips. Please contact a member of the committee with your ideas.

e Dining out — Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com

24 of us enjoyed dinner at the Blend Bar & Bistro in Miramar on 19" March.

The next dining out is lunch at Finn’s Restaurant in

Fln n Paekakiriki at noon on Wednesday, 17 April. We will

"“E"A“A“'K' meet at Wellington Station just inside the main entrance

at 10:30am to catch the 10:53am train to Paekakariki. It is about a 300 metre

flat walk to the venue and we will be going rain or shine! There will be a menu

with prices available at the next club meeting. There are trains back every 30

minutes for the return journey. If you would like to come please see Sheila at
the Club meeting on 14th March, or contact her as above.

e Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am

on the fourth Thursday of each month at
the Park Kitchen in Miramar (across the
road from the Roxy Cinema). No need
to book, just come along.

Next one: Thursday, 25" April. Same
time, same place.

Merning Tea — 28t March

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Group Leaders, please send dates, news and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next
newsletter to Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com — Deadline for next edition: 25 April.

e Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers.
Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point.

v ng,#)(ers onthe /
@ trjjn to Naenae ‘
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e Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 — erniek10@gmail.com

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.

If you're interested in coming along please give Ernie a call.

e Technology for Seniors: Convenor - Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz
Information - John Ellings (04) 973 8096 — j.a.ellings@gmail.com

AMSLER GRID TEST ONLINE — an online eye test that can warn about macular degeneration.

MACULAR
DEGENERATION
NEW ZEALAND

Degeneration.

According to Macular Degeneration New Zealand, 1 in 7 people over 50 will get Macular

There’s information and a simple online test that you can take by going to Macular Degeneration New Zealand
(mdnz.org.nz) and scrolling down to “Take the test.” Chart lines should be straight as in the left side of the chart
below, without wavy lines or spots. On the right is an example of what a problem might look like.

Please share this with friends and family. For any concerns, consult your eye care professional promptly.

Amsler Grid Test

Normal

Possible problem

KANOPY — over ten thousand films in multiple genres, free of cost and advertisements

Kanopy is a video streaming service
available through your local library or
university membership, by downloading
the app via your library card number and
password, usually the last four digits of
your phone number.

Wellington  Public  Libraries  supports  Kanopy
membership. Kanopy provides entertainment and
education aimed at adults and children with over ten
thousand of the worlds best films, award winning
documentaries, hard-to-find titles, film festival
favourites, indie and classic films and world cinema
collections in huge variety.

You are given eighteen free digital tickets each month,
with a 72-hour period in which to view your current

enja
compelling world cinema
all on one platform

selection. From your phone you can
mirror-cast your film to your television
screen by clicking the mirror symbol at
top right of the Kanopy screen.

Kanopy is available for 10S and Android
phones, computers, tablets, laptops, etc. Click on the link
below to get access and register:

https://www.kanopy.com/en/signup

If help is needed in accessing Kanopy, with your mobile
phone just call into your local library who will be happy
to assist you

by John Ellings

Page 5 of 7


mailto:jbhill@xtra.co.nz
mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
https://www.mdnz.org.nz/home
https://www.mdnz.org.nz/home
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kanopy.com%2Fen%2Fsignup&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0cb2b8fbde0746f03fb908dc4d4b9872%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638470234277865801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pZv5dlGLr71waYDL6oIbifcjCeU27LtI7R39gcWgQM8%3D&reserved=0

e Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 — j.a.ellings@gmail.com

Another hassle-free recipe of salmon with avocado,
potatoes, green beans and mesculin salad followed by
rizogalo rice pudding. A satisfying and healthy meal.

A reminder that the cooking group will assist in forming
a new mixed gender group, a great way for newer
members to participate in one of our Special Interest
groups. Contact any committee member.

Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919 - taipak29@gmail.com

(This group is full as it is held in a member’s home, so not room for a crowd. If you would like to start up another
similar group, please contact Martin for guidance.)

Wine Tasting Group: Andy Fairweather 021 120 3052 - atfairweather@gmail.com

e Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com

The Quiddler group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there is
room for anyone else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to enquire.

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house. Next one, 4™ April.

NOTICES

Norma Wood

We are sad to report the passing of Norma Wood, a resident of Rita Angus and long-time

member of our club, who died on Monday, 25™ March after a few weeks of illness.
R.I.P.

Annual Subscriptions are payable in April

The annual subscriptions for 2024-25 are now due, and should be paid by the end of April. The subscription has been
held at $50 per member for this year and includes morning tea at the Club meetings. Please pay your subscription into
the Club bank account: 02-0520-0029712-000 and include your surname as reference. Alternatively, you can pay in
cash to Julie Pointing at the next Club Meeting.
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Tea Roster Appeal

We need volunteers to help for two months in a row on the morning tea roster. You will be the
helper for the first month and the lead the next. Please contact Sheila Fitzsimons at
sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com with the two months you would like to do.

Permission to use photographs

Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Christine
Tijsen know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted".

Suggestion Box

Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave
your name unless you wish to do so.

Membership List and Club Constitution

As was decided at the August 2023 meeting, there will no longer be an annual printed booklet produced with the
Membership List and Constitution. Instead, the current Membership List will be distributed periodically with the
Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our website, or you can download it here.

Leaving the Club
No longer wish to belong to the club? Please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that your
name can be taken off the membership list.

Almoner
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth or Tricia O’'Donnell.

Travel Insurance

Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048.

Tomm 's

Real Estate MREINZ

Licensed under the REAA 2008

Proud sponsor of Wellington
Combined Probus

JOANNA SIMPSON

M: 027 366 2792 E: joanna@tommys.co.nz
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