March 2023 Newsletter

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS INC.

Next Meeting — Thursday 13" April 2023

Please phone apologies to Diane Black (04) 386 3637

Guest Speaker — Janice Swan from ‘Sort Out Service’ with tips on decluttering your life
Member Speaker — Peter How — Life in the Oilfield
The club meets at 10.00am the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist Church,

33 Park Road, Miramar.

2023/24 COMMITTEE

Christine Tijsen

President

021 193 3884

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740
Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161
Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023
Fay Clarke Secretary 027 478 9835
Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139
Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642
Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637
Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043
Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009
(Vacant) Special Interest Groups

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451
Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426

Quote of the month;

“The way | see it, if
You wank the
ratnbow, You gotta
put up with the
ratn”

DDLL@ Parton

Please remember to enter your name as a reference.
Annual Subscriptions are due from 1st April. Please see NOTICES below for details

The club bank account for all payments is: 02-0520-0029712-000

IMPORTANT NOTICE — IF YOU ARE NOT ATTENDING THE MONTHLY MEETING PLEASE PHONE APOLOGIES

TO DIANE BLACK ON 04 386 3637. IF WE KNOW THE NUMBER ATTENDING WE CAN PURCHASE THE

APPROPRIATE AMOUNT OF MORNING TEA AND AVOID NEEDLESS WASTE.

PRESIDENTS REPORT — March 2023

Greetings to you all

This is my first report for our monthly Newsletter. | was thinking about what | might write about and decided that as

it is autumn, it might be appropriate to write about that.
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Autumn officially starts on March 21, but as | write this, the mornings and evenings are already becoming darker
earlier. It’s also a timely reminder that Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday 2 April. Weather is often more settled in
March, so we can expect, | hope, a longer summer continuing into autumn. Autumn was once called Harvest and the
term “Fall” was not exclusive to America. The 17" Century french word, automne, itself derivates from the Latin
word autumnus.

Autumn is a time of great beauty in our environment. Autumn colours are more pronounced in colder areas, and
there are many spectacular places in New Zealand and overseas, to see autumn at its best. The great Dutch painter,
Vincent Van Gogh, famously said, “As long as autumn lasts, | shall not have hands, canvas and colours enough to
paint the beautiful things | see”.

This autumn, the landscape will be so very different for those people who suffered great losses in Cyclone Gabrielle.
It is almost unimaginable to comprehend what their autumn and following seasons will have in store for them. But,
as we know, New Zealanders are extremely resilient and philosophical, and for a great many, they will just get on
with their lives but not their livelihoods. We should all be very thankful for what we have.

Easter is also celebrated in autumn in the southern hemisphere. Easter means different things to different people,
but it is primarily an important date in the Christian church. | remember, more years ago than | care to remember,
the delicious Adams Bruce Queen Anne marshmallow Easter eggs. Sadly, they don’t make as many these days and
such flavours as mint, orange and pineapple have been introduced! | recall one year, when driving through Taihape,
we spied a shop selling Queen Anne Easter eggs. We probably bought more than our fair share, and didn’t feel too
well after eating so many, but it was only a yearly treat.

| hope you and your families will enjoy a relaxed Easter break, and safe travelling to those who are travelling out of
Wellington.

Christine Tijsen
President

GUEST SPEAKER: Kevin Mackay - Marine Geologist at NIWA

Kevin led the NZ team on board the research vessel Tangaroa which investigated the massive eruption of Hungu
Tonga — Hunga Ha’apal Volcano in Tonga, in Jan 2022.

Kevin said this eruption has been of great interest as it was not typical of anything
scientists thought could happen in an eruption. He said in 100 seconds of the eruption all
current textbooks on the subject became obsolete. It has thrown all current knowledge
and beliefs about volcanoes into doubt.

Two Tongan islands Hungu Tonga and Hungu Ha’apai became joined by undersea activity
and after three years the whole lot blew up in a most massive volcanic event. The plume
of smoke and debris reached into outer space i.e. 58km high (confirmed by NASA), it
caused the loudest bang ever heard and produced 400,000 lightning strikes. The
pyroclastic flow spread over a vast area of seabed, causing huge areas to become like

undersea deserts, all life wiped out. It broke Tonga’s domestic undersea communication
cable, and buried it under 300m of flow. The other end was found 5 miles away.

Kevin said it used to be considered that 5 miles away from an event like this would be a safe place to observe from
but this in now no longer the case. This event caused tsunamis over a huge area (as far away as in the Caribbean).
Some of these occurred only in the upper levels of the ocean not the depths and so failed to trigger the tsunami
warning devices that were in place.
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The vessel Tangaroa carried a variety of scientific equipment for analysing the effects of the blast. One such is called
an ‘uncrewed surface vessel’ — a very sophisticated ship that has no crew on board and is managed by scientists all
over the world using their computers.

The cost to Tonga remains unknown. The damage caused was equivalent to 20% of their GDP but it remains unclear
how their fishing, agriculture, water supply etc will be affected in the future due to the nature of the volcanic ash.
The uncertainty also takes a toll on the mental health of the population.

Andy Fairweather thanked Kevin for his wonderful presentation.

THANK YOU TO LESLEY

At the AGM, Lesley formally handed over the reins to Christine.

Thanks to Lesley for her service over a difficult time, and
welcome, Christine.

MEMBER SPEAKER:

As it was the AGM there was no Member Speaker this month.

VISITS/OUTINGS

There is currently no one in charge of visits and outings and therefore nothing planned. If anyone would be prepared
to take this on, please let one of the committee members know. Brenda Davidson, the previous convenor is willing
to help anyone get started. In the meantime, if someone could organise a single trip, that would be most welcome.

DINING OUT — contact Sheila Fitzsimons on 021 443 043

A lunch was organised by Kit Burford on Friday, 17" March at Kanama Kopi Kadai restaurant in Kilbirnie. This was
very well attended by 18 members and guests. Delicious Malay food and good conversation.

Many thanks to Kit for organising this. Sheila will be planning future meal outings, and has decided to make dining
out the third week of each month, either lunch or dinner.

The next one will be lunch at Aroma on Wednesday 19 April at noon.
Aroma is at 128A Unit C Park Road and is a new cafe.
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Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning

This is an informal get together on the fourth Thursday of every month, at 10.00am, at
the Park Kitchen in Miramar (across the road from the Roxy Cinema). No need to book,
just turn up.

Next meeting Thursday 23" March, then 27" April same time, same place.

Photo is of the February meeting. Looks like there’s plenty of room for more!

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

There is currently no one in charge of the Special Interest Groups. If anyone is willing to take this on, please contact
one of the committee members.

e Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065
The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am.

This group welcomes new walkers. Please contact Lois or David Williams 027 688 5065.

e Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919

This group is full as it is held in a member home, so not room for a crowd. If you would like to start up another
similar group, please contact Martin for guidance.

e Technology for Seniors: Bob Hill 380 6909

This group is full, but would be happy to help any member who would like to establish another group for users of
personal computers, tablets and iPads.

If this is you, just contact any committee member and we will take it from there together.

e Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 4596451.

The name says it all. Please give Ernie a call if you are interested.

e Wine Tasting Group: David Williams 027 305 3697
David and Lois will address the next meeting about this group.

Anyone interested in joining please contact David or Lois at email
loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz or 027 305 3697

e Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009

This group meets on the first Thursday of every month.

John continues to offer us his wonderful hospitality so we’ll hope to see you at 35
Ventnor St, Seatoun, at 1.30pm on 6™ April.

Any club members who have not come to Quiddler in the past are very welcome to
join. It is a word game played with cards. We have a table of hard-core competitive
players and a table where we have gentler helpful cooperative play, as in “Oh look!
You could do this!”
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Enquiries to Kit Burford. 027 930 2009 kitkenburford@gmail.com
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e Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096

Tom Farrar hosted the group with an interesting departure from our usual method of sourcing individual ingredients for

the cookers to prepare, by providing a New World bag containing
the complete ingredients and recipe instructions for a four course
meal. This paper bag meal ingredients deal from New World is
worth investigating and provides excellent value for money. From a
choice of several options he chose a beef and vegetable lasagne
which the members prepared according to the provided method.
This proved to be a straightforward way to provide a flavoursome
main meal, and was accompanied by a green salad, followed by a

Greek rice dessert dish rizogala.

NOTICES

Annual Subscriptions

Annual subscriptions for the year 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024 are due from 1st April, and can be paid now. The
annual subscription is $50.00 as voted at our AGM. This includes morning tea. Please pay your sub into the club bank
account — 02-0520-0029712-000, and include your surname as reference.

Alternatively, you can pay in cash to Julie Pointing at the next Club Meeting. Note that cheques are no longer acceptable
by our bank.
Please pay as soon as you can.

Almoner
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone
call/contact from the Club, please contact Diane Black on (04) 386 3637.

Raffle

A Raffle is planned for the May meeting, being coordinated by Kit. Please bring non-perishable items for the raffle to the
next (April) meeting, such as: shopping vouchers, unwanted gifts, wine, chocolates etc.

Remember to bring cash to the May meeting to buy your tickets.

Garage Sale

A Garage Sale is planned for the Spring. We will be looking for donations and help — but more on that as the year
progresses. Please start thinking now, and putting aside items you can donate. Some storage is available if you have
things you want picked up now. Contact one of the sub-committee members, John Ellings, Brenda Davidson or
Denise Karageorge for further information.

Tomm 's

Real Estate MREINZ
Licansad under the REAA 3008

Proud sponsor of Wellington
Combined Probus

JOANNA SIMPSON

M: 027 366 2792 E: joanna@tommys.co.nz
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