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     WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS INC.  

                  

                February 2023 Newsletter 

 

Quote of the month; 

 

“It’s no fun being a 

horse when the 

tractor comes along” 

Warren Buffett 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE – IF YOU ARE NOT ATTENDING THE MONTHLY MEETING PLEASE PHONE APOLOGIES 

TO DIANE BLACK ON (04)386 3637. IF WE KNOW THE NUMBER ATTENDING WE CAN PURCHASE THE 

APPROPRIATE AMOUNT OF MORNING TEA AND AVOID NEEDLESS WASTE. 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT – February 2023 

Greetings to all members of the Club.  As I tap the keys, we now await the downpour of the severe weather event 

we have been warned about for the last few days.   If nothing else, it will awaken some, if not all of us, from our 

sublime state of mind in experiencing a long, warm summer!  2022 proved to be a more settled year for all of us; the 

Club relocated, and it now feels as though we never vacated!   That kind of familiarity is always welcome I think you 

will agree.   I will be stepping down as President at the March Meeting having served since the premature 

resignation of Peter Sayers due to ill health. [I talked to Peter today and he told me he is still having treatment 

although progress is slow.]  The Club is in good shape and the Committee is resolute in their efforts to maintain a 

congenial atmosphere for the benefit of the members. The Club is running smoothly, and we are particularly pleased 

to welcome 5 new members to the Club.     

        2022/23  COMMITTEE 

Lesley Masters President 022 3802161 

Christine Tijsen 

 

Vice President/Speakers 021 1933884 

 Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 0232 9023 

 Fay Clarke Secretary 027 4789835 

Kit Burford Membership  027 9302009 

Beryl Smyth Catering/New members 972 1642 

Ken Burford 

 

 

 

388 7082 

Brenda Davidson Outings/Visits 388 1139 

Cheryl Oliver Outings/Visits 934 6165 

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 386 3637 

John Ellings Special Interest Groups 973 8096 

Charles Blades Dining Out 387 7728 

Denise Karageorge Newsletter                                  021 1499806  

  

                                 The club bank account for all payments is:  02-0520-0029712-000 

Please remember to enter your name as a reference. 

 

 

Next Meeting – Thursday 9th March 2023 

Please phone apologies to Diane Black (04) 386 3637 

Guest Speaker – Kevin Mackay - The violent eruption of Hunga Ha'apai Volcano, Tonga - January 2022 

Member Speaker – No member speaker as we will be holding our AGM 

The club meets at 10.00am the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist Church, 33 

Park Road, Miramar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 



Page 2 of 6 

 

Being elected on the Committee has its rewards; camaraderie, a sense of purpose and the meeting of minds (vis a vis 

venue selection and other challenges) is rewarding, and crucially, a good sense of humour is an advantage!  Club 

entities are only as strong, or even more competent, with the support and input from all its members.   Therefore, I 

encourage you to get more involved in creating a club that is friendly, encourages wider participation, which in turn 

works well for all to enjoy.     

I wish the new President and Committee the very best for 2023 in their task of managing the Wellington Combined 

Probus Club.   With thanks and best wishes to you all.      

Lesley Marsters, President 2021-2022 

AGM:   

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

CLUB INCORPORATED WILL BE HELD AT GATEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH, 33 PARK ROAD, MIRAMAR ON THURSDAY 9th 

MARCH 2023 AT 10am 

ATTENDANCE: Please ensure that you collect your name badge as you enter so that your attendance can be 

recorded. 

APOLOGIES: to Diane Black, phone 386 3637, email diane@blackeyes.nz 

MINUTES OF 2022 AGM: That the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 10th March 2022, having been 

circulated, be taken as read, and confirmed. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM 10th MARCH 2022 AGM MINUTES: 

PRESENTATION OF THE PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT: To receive and adopt the  

President's report. 

PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL REPORT: To receive and adopt the audited financial report  

for the year ended 31 December 2022. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: The committee has recommended that the annual subscription remain at  

$50.00 for the year to 31 December 2023. 

FINANCIAL REVIEWER: Nomination – John Ellings 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: The following valid nominations have been received: 

 President: Christine Tijsen 

 Vice-President: Tricia O’Donnell 

 Secretary: Fay Clarke 

 Treasurer: Julie Pointing 

Committee: Kit Burford; Beryl Smyth; Diane Black; Todd Foster; Sheila Fitzsimmons; Peter How; Sheila Kleyn (4 new 

nominations for 6 vacancies) 

Under the Club's rules the immediate Past President, Lesley Marsters, will be an ex-officio member of the Committee 

 Move: that the Committee have the power to co-opt new members to the Committee when necessary 

INSTALLATION OF INCOMING PRESIDENT 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

mailto:diane@blackeyes.nz
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AGM to be followed by the regular Club meeting. Please make an effort to come along to the AGM.  You will not 

be asked to be on the committee, or given any other task, unless you have already indicated your willingness.  We 

have a very interesting speaker, and it would be great to have a good attendance. However, if you already know 

you will not attend, for whatever reason, please let Diane know now so we do not order more food than we need.  

Thank you. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Archie Pararasaingam from SPCA – and Letitia and their two canine friends. 

Archie has been with the SPCA for 6 years and was passionate about what she does. 

Her love for animals was infectious. She had a PowerPoint presentation which was helpful for those who found it 

difficult to hear what was being said. 

The SPCA has been in Wellington for 130 years and in NZ for 150. There are 31 centres and to run them costs $63M 

(Govt puts in $5M and the rest is donations). 

The Wellington branch is at the old Fever Hospital n Alexandra Road. They have 850 volunteers. 

The centre is divided into several areas. 

Canine – dogs and puppies (they stay until they are adopted – there is no time limit). 

Archie told us the story of one dog, Casper, who had a hard start but a happy ending in a lovely home. 

Feline – cats, kittens and small animals – e.g. rabbits, guinea pigs, fish 

After being at the centre for 7 days they are de-sexed and micro-chipped. 

Vet area - Vets, nurses, students  

Onsite vet clinics 

De-sexed, dental, leg amputation, eye problems. 

Foster programs 

Always need more foster parents for the animals? 

How can we help? 

Volunteer 

Foster 

Give supplies – blankets, newspapers, toys, long shredded paper, knitting. 

Jan Humphries thanked Archie for her very interesting talk. 
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MEMBER SPEAKER:   

Instead of a speaker we had Question and Answer time – with Lesley and the committee. 

• In general, everyone seemed happy with the way the club is being run. There were numerous comments on 
what a great job Lesley has done/is doing.  Members were complimentary about the work done “behind the 
scenes” by the committee and others. Members enjoyed belonging to this club.   
 

 Some specific questions, with responses; 

• When are subs due? The Probus year is from April to March.  Subs are due from the 1st April, after the AGM 

held in March.  This is because the AGM is the forum to determine if subs should increase or remain the 

same for the next year. Once the amount of the annual sub is confirmed at the AGM payment may be made. 

• Why is the Probus year (April to March) different from our financial year (January to December)? These 

dates give the necessary time for completion of the financial statement, audit, and publication of same prior 

to March AGM, where the amount of the subscription is voted on.  

Just to be sure, John Ellings phoned PSPL who confirmed that this the reason. 

• Is there someone who can help with setting up our website?  Barbara Eagle offered to look at this with her 
son. She has professional experience, and will liaise with John Ellings. 
 

VISITS/OUTINGS – contact Brenda 388 1139 

The proposed visit to Southwards has had to be cancelled due to lack of interest.  For trips requiring transport on a 

bus definite numbers need to be known.  Maybe in the future we can look at car pooling rather than hiring a bus? 

DINING OUT – contact Charles Blades 387 7728 
A lunch was held at Strathmore Local on Tuesday 21st February. Next event will be advised at our next meeting. 
  

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Most groups took a break over the summer period. 

• Coffee Club  
This continues on and those who attend enjoy the company and a chance to get to know other club members.  Due 

to no bus route to Golf Club, and the lift to get up the stairs not working, it has been decided that this group will 

meet permanently on the last Thursday of every month, at 10.00am, at Park Kitchen in Miramar.  This is an informal 

get together – just turn up 

on the day 

Next meeting Thursday 23rd 

February – 10.00am – Park 

Kitchen, Miramar.; then 23rd 

March same time, same 

place. 

Photo at left is of the recent 

coffee club get together in 

January.  Where are our male 

club members?? 
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• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065    
Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am. 

This group welcomes new walkers. Please contact Lois or David Williams 027 688 5065.  

• Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919   

This group is full as it is held in a member home, so not room for a crowd.  If you would like to start up another similar group, 

please contact Martin for guidance. 

• Technology for Seniors: Bob Hill 380 6909 

This group is full, with its research and learning being towards mobile phone use and technology. This opens an 

unfilled opportunity to establish another group for users of personal computers, tablets and iPads.  We use only a 

minor part of the wide range of technology available on our p.c. tablets and iPads, and many of these features can 

be useful and helpful for seniors. 

The Technology group will assist any member with some technology skills to establish a new group. 

Just email any committee member and we will take it from there together. 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 4596451. Ernie reports that the group is still going, with 

meetings made up of 3 activities: helping one another solve cryptic crossword clues, discussion on general topics, and afternoon 

tea. There are only 2 active members now and they would welcome more members. Please give Ernie a call if you are interested. 

• Wine Tasting Group:  David Williams 027 3053697 

Anyone interested in joining this group please contact David or Lois at email loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz or 027 3053697 

• Suggested Book Club Group:  
Still looking for members interested in forming a book group.   

Several members mentioned they would like a book club or book swap in the Health Survey.  We asked if those members could 

stay behind after the November meeting so we can form a group and get something started. No one stayed behind, so we 

presume there is no interest.  If you have had second thoughts, or were not at the meeting and would like to be in a book group 

of some kind, please contact any committee member. 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 9302009 

This group meets on the first Thursday of every month.  

Our ‘quiddling’ sessions will resume on Thursday 2nd March. (Remember... it’s always the first Thursday in the 
month, the week before our Probus Club meeting).  

John continues to offer us his wonderful hospitality so we’ll hope to see you at 35 Ventnor St, Seatoun, at 1.30pm on 
2nd March.  

Any club members who have not come to Quiddler in the past are very welcome to join. It is a word game played 
with cards. We have a table of hard-core competitive players and a table where we have gentler helpful cooperative 
play. (“Oh look! You could do this!”) 

Enquiries to Kit Burford. 027 930 2009   kitkenburford@gmail.com 

• Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 973 8096 

The men’s Cooking Group has been meeting monthly since 2009 and still going strong. 

Almoner 

If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 

call/contact from the Club, please contact Diane Black on (04) 386 3637.  

Diane has sent cards to Melva Wood and Lesley Pollock. 

Club Meetings 

Clearing and setting up before and after meetings. We asked for help with this and it worked well, with 3 or 4 extra 

helpers. However, it had to be redone as they were unaware that the picture on the wall that needs to be updated. 

Thanks to the willing helpers, and let’s try again in March……☺ 

mailto:loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz
mailto:kitkenburford@gmail.com
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Special Celebration                         

A very special wedding anniversary - 60 years - was celebrated recently by Bob and Jocelyn Hill. They received cards 

from King Charles III and the Queen Consort, and also from Dame Cindy Kiro, Governor General of New Zealand. 

Congratulations to you both.   

Finances 

As you will see from our Financial Statements, we made a deficit for the year.  The committee discussed this trend (a 

small profit of $65 in 2021; a deficit of $1000 in 2020) and looked at either increasing income or decreasing 

expenditure. Increasing income can be achieved either by raising subs, or raising funds.  We will vote on the sub 

remaining at $50 at our AGM.  We discussed other methods of raising funds and propose the following; 

• Raffles – these have proved to be good fund raisers in the past and are popular with club members.  We plan 2 

raffles during the year and urge you not just to donate prizes but to think of local retailers/businesses who you 

might approach to contribute vouchers or services.  

• Garage Sale – the committee proposes to hold a garage sale later in the year – probably in Spring.  We will be 

looking for donations and help – but more on that as the year progresses.  In the meantime a sub-committee of 

John Ellings, Brenda Davidson and Denise Karageorge will get things up and running.  Contact one of these 

members with any offers of help. Start thinking now, and putting aside, items you can donate.  Some storage is 

available if you have things you want picked up now. Contact one of the sub-committee members. 

How can you help with our finances?  Our biggest cost is the morning tea each month and it is mostly a guessing 

game as to how many to cater for.  There is often a considerable amount of food left over.  We need to order a week 

before the meeting – so, if you know you will not be attending can you PLEASE phone or email apologies to Diane 

Black (386 3637,  diane@blackeyes.nz) at least a week before the meeting.  Knowing how many people will NOT 

attend the meeting is the only way we can gauge how much food to order. Please help to prevent wasted food and 

money by taking the time to send apologies when you can. 

Signing Off 

This is my final newsletter.  Thank you to everyone who sent me 

contributions, and to the committee for their support over the last 3 

years.  Introducing your new Editors, Peter How and Sheila Kleyn.  They 

are relatively new to the club so please take the opportunity to chat to 

them at our club meetings.  I wish them well and know they will get all 

the support they need from the club. 

Denise Karageorge – Newsletter Editor  
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