1974 - 2024

¥ PROBUS

°IN NEW ZEALAND

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 12" September 2024
(Please send apologies to Todd, Julie or Tricia)

Guest Speaker: Gabor Toth - The restaurant trade over the last 100 years.
Member Speaker: John Ellings — Business visits to the Middle East.

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist
Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined

President’s Report — August 2024

Greetings

The Olympic Games are over. What a spectacle! The opening and closing ceremonies were stunning. | loved how they
used the Eiffel Tower and the Seine, and my favourite was the silver horse galloping on the river. Very imaginative and
stylish. | enjoyed watching the different sports on TV and seeing our New Zealand athletes doing so well. Their
dedication and determination were impressive. My heart went out to the 3 athletes who came 4™ in their different
finals. So close to a medal. New Zealand did so well to rank 12" on the medal list. Only 5 million people, and we were
high on the list alongside much larger populated countries. Now we look to the All Blacks as they play the other leading
rugby countries for the title.

Our Probus year is half over and we as a committee are beginning to think of the next committee. The Treasurer’s job
will be vacant as Julie is in her third year and must pass the task on. We will also be looking for someone to take on the
speakers role, that is, sourcing our main and our member speakers. Guidance and support will be given to the new
committee members as to how these roles work. If you are interested, please talk to me or any of the other committee
members and we will tell you what is involved. The Committee’s role is to run the club for the benefit of all our
members. If everyone takes a turn on the committee our club will run smoothly.

Spring is nearly here! There are a few daffodils, freesias and snowdrops in the garden. Magnolias are blooming in Roy
Street, Newtown. Hopefully by our next meeting there will be blossoms on the trees, and our temperatures will be
higher.

Please bring cash to the next meeting to buy raffle tickets. The raffle will be drawn immediately after morning tea. This
is our big fundraiser for the year, and you may be lucky! There will be several draws.

Until we meet again, take care and keep warm.
Patricia O’Donnell

President
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Calendar of Events — September 2024

| pate | Event Location Time
Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am
Thursday, 5™ September Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm
Monday, 9™ September Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm
Thursday, 12 September Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am
Thursday, 19t September Monthly Committee Meeting Tricia O’Donnell’s 1:30pm

Friday, 20" September Dining Out Ruby’s Café, Mana 12 noon
Monday, 23™ September Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm
Thursday, 26" September Tea/Coffee Morning Park Kitchen, Miramar 10:00am

Thursday, 26" September 500 Group Sheila & Warren’s 1:00pm
Saturday, 28" September Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures
(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers)

“Everyone has a plan ‘till they
get punched in the mouth.”

Mike Tyson

At the August Meeting

Members Present: 70 — Apologies: 13 — Absent: 18 — Visitors: 4

Guest speakers: Constables Ashleigh Sutherland & Easter

- / NEw zEALAND Ashleighand Easterare two of the five members of

@ POL'CE the Kilbirnie Community Policing Team, which is

Nga Pirihimana o Actearoa  0@S€d at the Kilbirnie Police Station. They cover
with the community to help prevent and reduce crime.

the Eastern Suburbs and told us how they work

They also gave us some useful home security tips including installing outdoor
lights, maintaining gardens, installing security devices such as cameras and
alarms, and avoiding advertising our holidays on social media. There was
advice about online fraud prevention, such as that banks will never ask for
personal information over the phone, that we should be cautious with
emails and texts, and to report anything suspicious to the bank and the %
police. This followed on neatly from the advice given by last month’s Easter and Ashleigh
speaker, the Banking Ombudsman.

They reminded us that we can report non-urgent problems or provide information by calling 105, via the website:
105.police.govt.nz or by calling Crime Stoppers at 0800 555 111.

Editors note: If you would like to see the visual presentation that accompanied this talk, you can find it on our Club
website under “Presentations”, or just click here.

Ashleigh and Easter were introduced by Christine Tijsen and thanked by Eileen Chan.

Page 2 of 7


https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/NZ%20Police.pdf

Member speaker: Anne Greig — How my OE took 14 years! .

Anne told us how she had always wanted two things, to become a nurse and to travel the world. In
pursuit of these goals she trained at Wellington Hospital, then travelled by sea and rail to Austria,
where her brother-in-law was from. She got a nursing job at the hospital in Schladming, a ski
resort, where she quickly learned the local ways and got to grips with the language. Intending
to move on to England she first stopped off in Vienna, where she met her future husband. In
England she worked at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight, the former summer home of Queen
Victoria, which at that time was a convalescent home for military officers.

After a few months in England she returned to Austria, working in Vienna, getting married and having
two daughters, and making it her home until she returned to New Zealand after a total of 14 years
away. She continued her nursing career in Wellington and then worked part-time for the Austrian
Consulate for ten years before leaving to do more travelling.

Anne was introduced and thanked by Tricia O’Donnell. o

Matters Arising

September Grand Raffle
Don’t forget that we will be holding our Grand
@ Raffle at the next meeting, with lots of lovely
prizes. Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5.
@ Please bring cash and buy plenty of tickets — this
is our main fundraiser for the year.

Make a Difference — Join the Committee
The positions of Treasurer and Speakers
Organiser will need to be filled next year.
Please consider whether you could help to
keep our Club running smoothly by taking
on either of these roles.

Speak to any committee member to find
out what is involved.

' Christmas Lunch at the Pines ‘s
This year’s Christmas Lunch will be at
the Pines on Tuesday, 3™ December at
noon. The cost will be $42, payable in
advance to the Club’s account. See
Notices below for the account details.

Visitors
If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting,
please ask for a temporary badge as you
come in. Then introduce the visitor to the
President so they can be welcomed by
name. Beryl Smyth, another committee
member, will also assist.

Gluten-free
If you require gluten-free food, there is a
limited supply available on the trolley in the
kitchen at morning tea time. Just pop in and
help yourself.
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Visits & Outings

Members are encouraged to put forward their suggestions for visits or outings to a member of the committee.

e Dining out — Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com

RS

Our next dining out will be on Friday, 20" September at Ruby’s Café in Mana. We will meet at
Wellington station, just outside the toilets, at 11am, and take the 11:13 Kapiti line train to Mana
Station, arriving at 11.40am. From there it is a 200 metre walk to Ruby’s Cafe. Our booking is for
noon so there’s plenty of time for the walk to the café.

If you would like to come please see Sheila at the Club meeting, or contact her as above.

e Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning

This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Park
Kitchen in Miramar (across the road from the Roxy Cinema). No need to book, just come along.

Next one: Thursday, 26™ September.

Special Interest Groups

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next
newsletter to the editor, Peter How - peterhow@®hotmail.com — Deadline for next edition: 28" September.

e Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers.

Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point.
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e 500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 — warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com

The 500 group meets in Island Bay on the fourth Thursday of each
month and runs from 1pm to 5pm with a short afternoon tea
break. Three tables of four can be accommodated. There are now
13 permanent members, but there may be room for other
occasional players.

o l'~.~;_‘ oot
500 group Augus metin

If you are interested, please contact Warren or Sheila as above.

e Technology Group: Convenor - Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz
Information - John Ellings (04) 973 8096 — j.a.ellings@gmail.com

Google Keep — All your information in one place — right at your fingertips.

Google Keep saves your notes, text, photos, web pages, drawings, lists, jottings, numbers and reminders,
all in one accessible place.

Keep can be installed free on your Android or Apple devices and is possibly the best of several note-taking

apps because of its versatility. Input can be by voice, keypad, handwriting, or shared web content. Once
people start using Keep, they soon find that it becomes an indispensable aide-memoire for anything they wish to retain
for later reference. It’s the best way to store information so that it will be there when you need it. There is no other
practical and simple way of capturing data and web links, noting ideas, jotting down info from others, looking at special
photos, hand-writing a note, making an audio message etc.

Important items can be pinned to the top, a search box finds any item, notes can be colour coded, deleting items is
easy, and your notes can be accessed by voice command without the need to open the Keep app.

Click on this link for detailed information: How to use Google Keep

If you would like to know more about any of the topics covered by the group, or have any comments or feedback, please
contact John Ellings.

e Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, (04) 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 —
erniek10@gmail.com

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of
help available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.

If you’re interested in coming joining us please give Ernie a call.

e Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com

The group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything
from 10 to 15, so there is room for anyone else to join in if they wish. Please
contact Kit to enquire.

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house.
Next one, 5" September.

Quiddler Winners — August 2024
Jan Humphries & Barbara Eagle
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Notices

Club Bank Account
The Club bank account is: 02-0520-0029712-000. When making a payment please include your name as reference.

Permission to use photographs

Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Tricia
O’Donnell know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted".

Suggestion Box

Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave
your name unless you wish to do so.

Membership List and Club Constitution
A full Membership List is distributed periodically with the Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our
website, or you can download it here.

Leaving the Club
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that
your name can be taken off the membership list.

Almoner
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.

Travel Insurance

Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048.

“It doesn’t matter whether a cat is black

or white, as long as it catches mice.”

Deng Xiaoping
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2024/25 COMMITTEE

Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com
Todd Foster Vice President 027 475 2139 - tjffoster@xtra.co.nz
e)1{54y =150 | Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 — janice.humphries@gmail.com

Cedric Croft Membership 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com

Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com
Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com
Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com

*Co-opted

Tomm s

Real Estate MREINZ
Licensed under

the REAA 2008

Proud sponsor of Wellington

Combined Probus

JOANNA SIMPSON

M: 027 366 2792 E: joanna@tommys.co.nz
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