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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – April 2024 

Greetings 

April is the month we remember those fallen servicemen and women who fought for us so that we may live in freedom. 

So many of us have family members and friends who died in the service of our country. We see the cenotaph, the 

Tomb of the Unknown Warrior, Rolls of Honour, but do we really think about what they did for us--- those who died, 

those who were injured, those who came home to lead their lives of quiet desperation struggling to appear normal 

again and carry on whilst living with horrific memories. We live our lives today in peace, able to plan a future, because 

of what they did. We owe them so much. 

Our Club is flourishing with 2 inductions last month and several more next time. New people keep the Club lively and 

interesting. We have a suggestion box. Please use it if you have an idea to add fun to our club, or speak to me. 

Please pay your $50 sub in April. Capitation fees for each member have to be paid to Probus South Pacific at the end 

of this month. Thank you to all those who have already paid. It makes our Treasurer’s job so much easier if she doesn’t 

have to remind people. 

Autumn is here with leaves all over the lawn and drive but they are turning beautiful colours. So wrap up against the 

winds and the lowering temperatures. Wishing you all the best till we meet again. 

Patricia O’Donnell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS 

    April 2024 Newsletter 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 9th May 2024 

          (Please send apologies to Todd Foster 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz) 

Guest Speaker: Chris Calvi-Freeman – “Where Wellington City is going” 

Member Speaker: Penny Griffith – “Aspects of my life” 

Tea Roster:  Sherryl Murphy (lead), Joan Foster 

The club meets at 10.00am on the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist 

Church, 33 Park Road, Miramar.  

 

Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Club meets the second Thursday of the month, except January at the Baptist Church, Park Road, Miramar  

 

 

2023/24  COMMITTEE 

Christine Tijsen President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 - lesleyinmiramar23@gmail.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

(Vacant) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 - diane@blackeyes.nz 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter 021 089 54426 - sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

 Website: https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/wellingtoncombined
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AT THE APRIL MEETING   
 

Guest speaker:  Graeme Jupp 

Graeme is a cartographer by profession and a history buff with a particular interest in the 

Titanic. His long term interest in sailing ships and ocean liners has resulted in him having 

accumulated around 650 books on the Titanic in his collection. However it was his interest 

in railways, in particular the North Island Main Trunk line and the Remutaka Incline which 

brought him to talk to us about the Featherston to Upper Hutt Railway, then and now. 

A photographic history of the railway took us step by step through the beginnings of the 

line in 1878 to what remains today of the many tunnels, bridges, turntables and stations. 

The Fell engines used an extra centre rail on the track to assist with traction and braking, 

so steep was the incline it commonly required up to 5 locomotives per train to ascend, 

and at least 2, with 5 brake vans, when descending. Progress was so slow it was often possible for passengers to alight 

and walk alongside the train for photo opportunities or just to stretch their legs. 

A bell system was installed in the summit tunnel to advise drivers and brakemen 

when the centre track started, so they could lower the brake. Kaitoke was a 

popular rest stop with the old-style railway cups of tea and pies a staple. Sadly 

this station closed in 1958.  

There was lot more detail in this interesting story, and many of the features can 

be seen by visiting the Fell Museum in Featherston, or traversing the incline by 

foot or bicycle. 

Graeme was introduced by Chrisine Tijsen and thanked by Martin Clarke. 

Member speaker: Sheila Fitzsimons 

Sheila told us about her and Warren’s recent trip to her birthplace, Zimbabwe, for 
Christmas. This was six years after their last visit. Beginning with their arrival in the new 
but non-technical airport of Harare, Sheila shared some very interesting facts about the 
size and influence of Rio Tinto Mining, the value of US dollars versus the almost total lack 
of value of Zimbabwe currency – 50 million dollar notes?? - and more. How you should 
never drive at night due to lack of any WOF system for cars, making it quite dangerous, 
the use of domestic workers in households, and the ever present corruption within 
government departments and further afield. 

They also had a relaxing break travelling to a game park and Victoria Falls – relaxing until 
their lodge was burgled while they slept and some valuables stolen, including Sheila’s 
chocolate bar, though they left the wrapper! 

Sheila was introduced and thanked by Tricia O’Donnell.  

Calendar of Events – May 2024 
Date Event Location Time 

Every Monday Walking Group Check with David or Lois 10:00am 

Thursday, 2nd May Quiddler John Ellings’ 1:30pm 

Thursday, 9th May Probus Monthly Meeting Baptist Church, Miramar 10:00am 

Monday, 13th May Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 16th May Dining Out Strathmore Local Noon 

Thursday, 16th May Monthly Committee Meeting Julie Pointing’s 1:30pm 

Thursday, 23rd May Tea/Coffee Morning Park Kitchen, Miramar 10:00am 

Monday, 27th May Cryptic Crossword Group Ernie Koch’s 2:30pm 

Thursday, 23rd May Deadline for submission of Newsletter stories/pictures 

Members Present: 80 – Apologies: 12 – Absent: 9 – Visitors: 7 

(For group events please check dates and times with the group organizers) 

 

Fell engine, "H" class, at Cross Creek, 1886 
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Morning Teas 

A very big thank you to those who 
volunteered to help with the morning teas. 
It’s a two month stint which means missing 
out on member and guest speakers plus 
other club business for those two months. 
Your help is very much appreciated and we 
are now covered until the end of the year. 
Sheila Fitzsimons 

 

New Members: Ross Findlay & Suze Randal 

Welcome to Ross and Suze, who were inducted as new members at the April  meeting.

Ross was a primary and 
secondary schoolteacher serving 
for a long time at Rongotai 
College, where he became 
Director of Sport and Year 13 
Dean.  He retains a strong 
interest in sports, especially 
rugby and cricket, and enjoys 
singing, playing the ukelele, 
travel, gardening, and family 
time. 

Suze was a secondary school 
German and Italian language 
teacher at Rongotai College for 
many years, becoming a much-
respected Deputy Principal.  She 
is still interested in languages, 
including English, education, 
travel and keeping up with her 
family. 

 

 

Ross and Suze were sponsored by Todd Foster and Christine Tijsen. 

 

In Memorium: Russell Lew, Virginia O’Brien and Norma Woods 

Tricia announced the sad news of the deaths of three of our members. Russell Lew, husband of Pam, Virginia O’Brian 
and Norma Woods. A minute’s silence was observed to remember them. 
 

Matters Arising 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Management Committee Changes 

Starting in June Todd Foster will become 
Vice President. Membership duties will be 
taken over by Cedric Croft. 

Sheila Kleyn has resigned as a committee 
member, but will continue to assist with 
producing the newsletter. 

Visitors 

If you are bringing a visitor to our meeting, 

please go first to the Membership Secretary 

to get a temporary badge. Then introduce 

the visitor to the President so they can be 

welcomed by name. Beryl Smyth, another 

committee member, will also assist. 

Getting to know you 

Let’s make a point of talking to members 

we have not yet met. Make our club a 

convivial place to meet and chat. 

Raffle 

There will be a raffle at the May meeting at 
the door, possibly some potted cyclamens, in 
honour of Mother’s Day. $2 a ticket, so have 
cash with you please. The money raised will 
go towards Club Speakers’ gifts. 

 

Gluten-free 

We have a few gluten-free members 
and do provide a limited quantity of 
suitable food. This will be available on 
the trolley in the kitchen at morning tea 
time. Just pop in and help yourselves. 
Sheila Fitzsimons 
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VISITS & OUTINGS 

There is currently no one in charge of organising visits and outings, but members are encouraged to put forward their 
suggestions for future trips. Please contact a member of the committee with your ideas.  

• Dining out – Sheila Fitzsimons 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

The trip to Finn’s at Paekakariki on 17th April was a great success, with 26 members in attendance. 

 

The next dining out will at noon on Thursday 16 May at Strathmore Local, 3/5 
Strathmore Avenue, Strathmore. If you would like to come please see Sheila at 
the Club meeting, or contact her as above.  

 
 

• Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning  
This is an informal get-together at 10.00am on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Park 

Kitchen in Miramar (across the road from the Roxy Cinema). No need to book, just come along.  
 
  Next one: Thursday, 23rd May. Same time, same place.  

 

 

Park Kitchen – 25th January 

Subscriptions 

Thank you to all those members who have already paid their subscriptions for the current year.  For 
those that have not paid yet, this is a polite reminder that the payment of $50 is due by the end of 
April.  It would be appreciated if you could make a bank payment online before the 30th of this month 
(see Notices below for details).  For those who do not have the facility to make an online payment, you 
can pay cash to the Treasurer, Julie Pointing, at the next meeting on 9th May.  
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news, and pictures (relevant to the activity) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to Peter How - peterhow@hotmail.com – Deadline for next edition: 23rd May. 

 

•               500 Group: Warren Fitzsimons 021 107 3036 – warrenfitzsimons@gmail.com  

There is a new 500 card game group on offer. It will be held in Island Bay on the fourth Thursday of 
each month, starting in May, and will run from 1pm until 5pm with a short afternoon tea break. 
Three tables can be accommodated which means 12 players are needed and we have ten so far plus 
a few casuals. If you’ve never played or are rusty, training can be given prior to the start date. 

Please contact Warren for further information. 

• Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065 - loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz  

The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers.  
Please contact Lois or David for details and meeting point. 

 

• Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 459 6451 – erniek10@gmail.com  

The Cryptic Crossword Group meets at 2:30pm on the second and fourth Monday of each month 
at Lyall Bay. We work separately and together to fill in puzzles, helping each other with the 
tougher clues. Even if you have found these crosswords difficult in the past, there is plenty of help 
available. A cup of tea or coffee is served and there is time for a chat.                                                        

                                      If you’re interested in coming along please give Ernie a call. 

 

• Technology for Seniors: Convenor - Jocelyn Hill (04) 380 6909 - jbhill@xtra.co.nz  
                                                   Information - John Ellings (04) 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Time Radio – our radio entertainment until the 1960’s brought back to life for nostalgic listening. 

Many of us will remember that in the twentieth century one of the dominant forms of mass media and entertainment 

before the coming of TV was radio shows: drama, comedy, mystery, crime, horror and more, all in audio format with 

added sound effects. Contained in the archives are thousands of hours recorded from these talented and well-funded 

works, which were often sponsored by makers of soap and toothpaste, from which we get the present-day descriptive 

term of “soaps”. 

One of the best sites to listen to these old shows from your younger years is “Old Time Radio”: 

https://archive.org/details/oldtimeradio 

Picnic Café, Botanical Gardens 

mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com
mailto:jbhill@xtra.co.nz
mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
https://archive.org/details/oldtimeradio
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Our N.Z. radio stations purchased and transmitted only a few of the many 

hundreds of radio shows produced. Some, such as Dragnet, Phillip Marlowe, 

Doctor Paul, Flash Gordon, Night Beat, Life with the Lyons, Stan Freberg, Ellery 

Queen. Horatio Hornblower, The Saint etc., may stir some memories. 

By clicking on the Old Time Radio link, you can choose from over a thousand 

shows. Each show has hundreds of episodes. The app can be installed on both 

Android and Apple phones, PCs and Mac computers. 

The audio voices were supported by a wide range of sound effects, giving 

realistic sounds using ordinary objects. There is an interesting short film on 

YouTube showing how these effects were created, at: https://www.oldradioworld.com/Back_of_the_Mike.php 

 

GOOGLE TRANSLATE – Translate pictures, text or voice from English into over 100 languages (and vice versa). 

     oogle Translate is a multi-language service for translating voice, text, documents, images, 

and web pages from one language into another. It’s simple to use and the results are saved 

into History, with various options available. It’s useful as a phrase finder for emails, to 

translate something you are reading, or to communicate with foreign friends or family. 

1. Install the free app on your phone or computer and select one of the options of typing in text, using your voice, 

or using the camera.  

2. Select the languages to be translated from (English by default), and to.  

3. Typed text will be simultaneously translated to the other language. Speech will be translated as soon as you 

finish speaking. Using the camera will immediately display the other language. 

4. Clicking History will provide options for sharing and saving as required. 

Google Translate can be used on most Android and Apple phones, computers, and tablets. It requires an internet 

connection and, being advanced technology, may not be available for every device. 

If you would like to know more about any of the topics covered by the group, or have any comments or feedback, 

please contact John Ellings. 

 

• Hassle Free Cooking: John Ellings 04 973 8096 – j.a.ellings@gmail.com 

In a break with tradition, our cooking group put away their aprons and our host 
ordered a range of menu items from Nakhon Thai restaurant in Hataitai, delivered 
by Uber Eats. The meals arrived in good time, well packed, labelled and warm, and 
we were all impressed with the service. Soups included in our orders arrived with 
no leakage, and the food was excellent. Recommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
               Tom Farrar     John Ellings   Charles Blades   Bob Hill                  John Hanning 

Remember our offer 
to help any member 
start another cooking 
group, which works 
best with from three 
to six people. Talk to 
any committee 
member. 
 

https://archive.org/details/oldtimeradio
https://www.oldradioworld.com/Back_of_the_Mike.php
mailto:j.a.ellings@gmail.com
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• Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919 - taipak29@gmail.com   

The latest 'bake-off' of the Hot Stuff Baking Group was 
held on Tuesday 23 April 2024, and there were four 
members who joined me. Sadly, Andy was in 
Melbourne following the terribly sad news of Jamie's 
passing. 

In a throw-back to the late 1960's or 1970's, I 
suggested that we bake a Pineapple Upside-Down 
Cake - and that indeed was what we created! As most 
of our Probus members will know, the cake was very 
popular in its time, and is prepared in a regular cake 

tin with a sugar/butter mixture spread on the base of the 
cake tin, upon which the pineapple rings (with a glace cherry 
in their middles!) are arranged, upon which the cake mixture 
itself is spread! 

The cake cooked in the oven for just 35 minutes and after a 
5-minute cooling period, it was turned out upside-down 
onto a plate - to reveal the decorated pineapple rings on the 
top! John Ellings photos will verify that it turned out really 
well, and there was no doubt it tasted really yummy! 

(This group is full as it is held in a member’s home, so not 
room for a crowd. If you would like to start up another 

similar group, please contact Martin for guidance.)  

 

• Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 - kitkenburford@gmail.com     

The Quiddler group continues to meet and enjoy our games. Our numbers vary, anything from 10 to 15, so there is 
room for anyone else to join in if they wish. Please contact Kit to enquire.  

1:30pm on the first Thursday of the month at John Ellings' house. Next one, 2nd May.  
 
 
 

NOTICES 

Annual Subscriptions 
The annual subscriptions for 2024-25 are now due, and should be paid by the end of April. The subscription is $50 per 
member for this year and includes morning tea at the Club meetings. Please pay your subscription into the Club bank 
account: 02-0520-0029712-000 and include your surname as reference. Alternatively, you can pay in cash to Julie 
Pointing at the next Club Meeting. 

Permission to use photographs 
Our Newsletter is sent to Probus South Pacific Limited in Australia and to local Probus Clubs. Sometimes PSPL use 
photographs of our activities in their publications. Our own website is progressing well, and from time to time, there 
will be photographs of Club members on that. If you do not want your photograph used in this way, please let Tricia 
O’Donnell know. Silence will be taken as "permission granted". 

Suggestion Box 
Please take the opportunity to let the Committee know your thoughts and/or suggestions by writing a note and leaving 
it in the Suggestion Box which you will find on a table as you enter the meeting venue. It's a pretty pink - you can't 
miss it. Pen and paper provided. Both brickbats and bouquets accepted and encouraged, and there's no need to leave 
your name unless you wish to do so.  
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*Co-opted 

 

*Co-opted 

Membership List and Club Constitution 
As was decided at the August 2023 meeting, there will no longer be an annual printed booklet produced with the 
Membership List and Constitution. Instead, the current Membership List will be distributed periodically with the 
Newsletter. The Club Constitution is always available on our website, or you can download it here. 

Leaving the Club 
If you no longer wish to belong to the club, please inform one of the committee members and formally resign, so that 
your name can be taken off the membership list. 

Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Beryl Smyth.  

Travel Insurance 
Probus South Pacific has joined with Allianz Partners New Zealand to provide travel insurance for Probus members for 
both domestic and international travel. Members who wish to apply for travel insurance can visit the website here or 
call the Allianz team directly on 0800 800 048.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024/25  COMMITTEE 

Patricia O’Donnell President 021 215 7740 - triciao2285@gmail.com 

Vacant Vice President  

Christine Tijsen Past President / Speakers 021 193 3884 - christine.tijsen@yahoo.com 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 - julieannpointing@gmail.com 

Jan Humphries Secretary 021 265 2973 – janice.humphries@gmail.com 

Todd Foster Membership 027 475 2139 - tjfoster@xtra.co.nz 

Beryl Smyth Almoner 04 972 1642 - bandk151@gmail.com   

Sheila Fitzsimons Catering / Dining Out 021 443 043 - sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 

Cedric Croft Miscellaneous 021 162 9599 - croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz 

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 - peterhow@hotmail.com 

Barbara Eagle* Website Coordinator 027 298 3339 - eagle.barbara@gmail.com 

https://www.probussouthpacific.org/probus/microsites/813/Constitution.pdf
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/pages/travel_insurance_landing_nz_new
mailto:croft.nevay@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peterhow@hotmail.com

