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     WELLINGTON COMBINED PROBUS INC.  
                  
                    April 2023 Newsletter 

 

Quote of the month; 

 

“Life is what 
happens when 
you’re busy 
making other 
plans” 

John Lennon 
 

 

 

 

Important Notice: If you are not attending the monthly meeting please phone apologies to Diane Black 
on 04 386 3637. If we know the number attending we can purchase the appropriate amount of eats for 
morning tea and avoid needless waste. 
 
 

        2023/24  COMMITTEE 
Christine Tijsen 
 

President / Speakers 021 193 3884 
 Tricia O’Donnell Vice President 021 215 7740 
 Lesley Marsters Immediate Past President 022 380 2161 

Julie Pointing Treasurer 021 023 29023 
 (Vacant - please see below) Secretary  

Todd Foster Membership  027 475 2139 

Beryl Smyth Catering 04 972 1642 

Diane Black Almoner/Apologies 04 386 3637 

Sheila Fitzsimons Dining Out 021 443 043 

Kit Burford Miscellaneous 027 930 2009 

(Vacant) Special Interest Groups  

Peter How Newsletter 021 042 8451 

Sheila Kleyn Newsletter                                  
021 1499806  

021 089 54426 

 
 

 

 
The club bank account for all payments is:  02-0520-0029712-000 

Please remember to enter your name as a reference. 
Annual Subscriptions are due by 30th June. Please see NOTICES below for details 

 

 

 
Next Meeting: Thursday 11th May 2023 

          Please phone apologies to Diane Black (04) 386 3637 
Guest Speaker: Dame Catherine Healy, New Zealand sex workers’ rights activist 
Member Speaker: None this month. We will have a Q & A session and the Raffle instead 
                   (Please remember to bring cash to the meeting to buy raffle tickets) 
Tea Roster:  Suzanne Frecklington (lead), Brenda Davidson 
 
The club meets at 10.00am the second Thursday of the month, except January, at the Baptist Church,     
33 Park Road, Miramar.  
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PRESIDENTS REPORT – April 2023 
 
Greetings to you all 

For the April newsletter I thought I would touch on Anzac Day. It’s a special time for many families, not just in New 
Zealand, but also in Australia and other countries. I’m sharing some personal recollections in this edition. I apologise 
for the length of this article, but I can assure you that the ensuing monthly reports will not be as lengthy. 

In my own family, we have had a strong connection to Anzac Day. I’ve written some notes about family members, 
and I found carrying out a little research was very interesting.  

My maternal grandfather, Fred Davison (he was the 13th sibling, so I imagine they ran out of names!) served in World 
War 1 in Samoa. There is an excellent website to find records of New Zealand personnel who served their country. 
It’s the Auckland Cenotaph website – when I checked my grandfather’s record, it listed him as Frederick Davison. I 
expect it was just assumed Fred was a shortened version of his real name. His wartime papers and diaries were given 
to the Auckland Cenotaph records section for safe keeping. 

A cousin, on my paternal side, was George Alexander Robbie. He was the Headmaster at Patea High School, and was 
killed at Ypres, in Belgium, in 1915, and is buried at Mud Corner Cemetery in Belgium.  Memorial gates were built by 
the school, but on a recent visit, and some checking, the gates have long gone and only the steps and pillars remain 
in the rather untidy site. Another cousin, Archibald Frederick Robbie, was killed at Gallipoli in 1915, and is buried at 
Bunnythorpe Cemetery. 

My father and two of his older brothers (he was the 8th sibling), served with the New Zealand Army in North Africa 
and Italy. My father was a Gunner in the 14th Anti-Aircraft Regiment – another brother was a Trooper in the 
Divisional Cavalry Regiment and the other served with the 22nd Battalion. My father never spoke about his time 
overseas, except to say he learned to ski in Syria, he made friendships with South African soldiers and that he 
celebrated his 21st birthday in Alexandria. He never joined the RSA or attended Anzac Day services. I imagine he just 
wanted to block out what he’d been through. I’ve often thought that his wartime experiences shortened his life, and 
he passed away at 56 years. My late identical twin was named Barbara. Lady Barbara Freyberg was in Cairo with the 
NZ Forces Club (The Tuis) and she was one of the nurses who looked after my father and others on their return 
home. By a strange coincidence, my late father-in-law was a Radar Operator with the Royal Dutch Navy. His ship was 
one in the convoy of ships that escorted ships with returning soldiers, back to New Zealand. As far as I know, the 
Dutch ship berthed at either Miramar or Burnham Wharf. The family settled in New Zealand in 1952 and lived in 
Kapuni and then Kilbirnie before retiring to Motueka – they moved as far away from war-torn Holland as they could, 
but always near the sea. 

Several years ago, Peter and I were in London on Anzac Day. We felt delighted and honoured to be at Hyde Park 
Corner to visit the New Zealand Memorial, officially named “Southern Stand” which was unveiled on 11 November 
2006. It was a stunning spring day and we wore our poppies with pride. We visited the Scottish Hall of Memories at 
Edinburgh Castle on a very dreich April day. Inside this building, which was funded by public donations, are many 
beautifully-bound leather books with the names of those who served with the Scottish forces. I found several Robbie 
names - most were from Aberdeenshire. My great grandparents, James and Isabella Robbie lived in Birse, before 
coming to New Zealand. They are buried at Bunnythorpe Cemetery. 

I am gradually settling into my new role, there is much to learn. I believe the Club is in good heart – but we do need 
more members, so please spread the word! And do remember the three C’s – Communication, Caring and 
Campaign! 

Christine Tijsen 

President 2023-24 
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Fay Clarke – Resignation 

This is to let you know that Fay Clarke has reluctantly resigned from her role as Secretary from our Club and from the 
Committee. Fay’s GP has advised Fay to relinquish some of her volunteer roles, and Fay has heeded that advice. 

Fay has been a very much-respected and valued member of the Committee and we’ll miss her positive and friendly 
approach. Fay will continue to be a member of the Club and is happy to help out when and where she can. 

We are now looking to replace Fay, so if anyone is interested in taking on this important role, please contact 
Christine Tijsen. We’d love to hear from you. 

AT THE APRIL MEETING 

Guest speaker:  Janice Swan – Sort Out Service 

Janice gave an interesting talk about her own background, and the various reasons why 
people needed to declutter their lives, which could include moving to a smaller house, a 
death in the family or simply an accumulation of stuff due to compulsive buying or 
hoarding.  

She spoke of the difficulties that many people face in deciding what they can or cannot 
live without and said that it is often helpful to have a dispassionate outsider such as 
herself come in and assist. She can also advise on the disposal of unwanted items, such 
as whether they can be sold, donated to charity, given to friends, recycled or simply 
dumped.  

Janice was introduced by Sheila Kleyn and thanked by Melva Wood 

Member speaker:  Peter How 

Peter spoke about how he first got into the oil business in the early days of North Sea Oil in the 1970s, and some of 
his experiences of living and working in south-east Asia. 

 

An article on the history of our club. You may be surprised to learn the meaning of our name! 

A brief history of Wellington Combined Probus Club – by John Ellings 

Probus Clubs are formed under the sponsorship of a Rotary Club, after which they are autonomous clubs with their 
own governance and constitution and under the auspices of governing body Probus South Pacific. 

In 2003, the Wellington South Rotary Club was aware that the only Probus Club in the Eastern and Southern areas of 
Wellington was a male only club, and called a public interest meeting in Kilbirnie to establish a new Probus club for 
both men and women. 

There was an enthusiastic response, initially limited to eighty members, but then increased to one hundred and fifty 
and with a waiting list. The name Wellington Combined Probus Club was adopted, with the word Combined 
reflecting the inclusive membership of both genders. 

The Club met for some years in the Poneke Football Club rooms in Kilbirnie, and later moving to the Gateway Centre 
in Park Road Miramar where it meets, apart from a short Covid related break, continuously ever since. 

The name Probus was originally formed from PROfessional and BUSiness, and we welcome all retired or semi-retired 
men and women to join our vibrant club, which has over one hundred men and women enjoying Club membership. 
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Visits and Outings 

There is currently no one in charge of visits and outings and therefore nothing planned. If anyone would be prepared 
to take this on, please let one of the committee members know. Brenda Davidson, the previous convenor is willing 
to help anyone get started. In the meantime, if someone could organise a single trip, that would be most welcome.  

 
Dining out – contact Sheila Fitzsimons on 021 443 043 
 
There was a good turnout for this month’s lunch at 
The Chocolate Frog, Miramar, despite the wet 
weather. 
 
The next one will be at Arcimboldi, 24 Dundas Street 
in Seatoun at noon on Thursday 18 May. 
 
  
 
 
Monthly Tea/Coffee Morning  
 
This is an informal get-together on the fourth Thursday of every month, at 10.00am, at the Park Kitchen in Miramar 
(across the road from the Roxy Cinema). No need to book, just turn up. 
Next meeting Thursday, 25th May, same time, same place. 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Group Leaders, please send dates, news and pictures (relevant to the activity), for inclusion in the 
Newsletter to Peter or Sheila: peterhow@hotmail.com or sheilakleyn@hotmail.com 

There is currently no one in charge of the Special Interest Groups. If anyone is willing to take this on, please contact 
one of the committee members. 

 

 Walking Group: David Williams 027 688 5065    
The Walking Group meets every Monday at 10.00am and welcomes new walkers. Please contact Lois or David 
Williams 027 688 5065 for details. 

On 17th April the walking group enjoyed a walk along the Paekākāriki waterfront and back through the interesting 
village, a coffee, then home again on the train. 

 

 Hot Stuff Baking Group: Martin Clarke 021 810919   

This group is full as it is held in a member’s home, so not room for a crowd.  If you would like to start up another 
similar group, please contact Martin for guidance. Looks like they have a lot of fun! Here is their latest report: 

The Hot Stuff Baking Group met again on Tuesday 07 March, and we started by checking that we had all completed 
our Census forms appropriately!  

For this session a change of focus took place, in the sense that we broke away from the regular baking of cakes, 
cookies and slices and decided to create a baked pudding. It turned out to be a popular decision as it was Bread and 
Butter Pudding, and when I checked how long ago it was when the group members had last eaten Bread and Butter 
Pudding, John Ellings admitted that he last enjoyed it about eighty years ago!  
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The recipe is straightforward as all our members would 
know, and while we did take up the recipe option to soak 
the sultanas in brandy (not the old family way, for sure!) 
the required ingredients are always in the pantry. The 
pudding was just delicious and was swiftly consumed with 
our post-baking coffees - and I suspect it will be a shorter 
period before John has Bread and Butter Pudding again! 
 
 
 Technology for Seniors: Bob Hill 380 6909 
This group is full, but would be happy to help any member who would like to establish another group for users of 
personal computers, tablets and iPads. 
 
 Cryptic Crosswords: Ernie Koch, 934 9805 or 027 459 6451.  

The name says it all. Please give Ernie a call if you are interested. 

 
 Wine Tasting Group:  David Williams 027 305 3697 

Anyone interested in joining please contact David or Lois at email 
loisanddavid@xtra.co.nz or 027 305 3697  
The next meeting is on 6th May at John Ellings’s 
 

 

 Quiddler: Kit Burford 027 930 2009 

This group meets on the first Thursday of every month.  

John continues to offer us his wonderful hospitality, so we’ll hope 
to see you at 35 Ventnor St, Seatoun, at 1.30pm on 4th May.  

Any club members who have not come to Quiddler in the past are 
very welcome to join. It is a word game played with cards. We 
have a table of hard-core competitive players and a table where 
we have gentler helpful cooperative play, as in “Oh look! You 
could do this!” 

Enquiries to Kit Burford. 027 930 2009, kitkenburford@gmail.com 

 

 

NOTICES 

Annual Subscriptions 
Annual subscriptions for the year 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024 are now due. The annual subscription is $50.00, which 
includes morning tea.  
Please pay your sub into the club bank account – 02-0520-0029712-000, and include your surname as reference.  
Alternatively, you can pay in cash to Julie Pointing at the next Club Meeting. Note that cheques are no longer acceptable 
by our bank. 
Please pay as soon as you can, and by 30th June 2023 at the latest. 
 
Almoner 
If you are aware of a Club member who is not well, or who, for any reason, would benefit from receiving a card/phone 
call/contact from the Club, please contact Diane Black on (04) 386 3637.  
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Raffle 
The Raffle will be held at the May meeting, being coordinated by Kit.  
If you still have any prizes to offer, Kit has kindly offered to take them in. Please contact her on 027 930 2009 or 
kitkenburford@gmail.com to arrange a drop-off at her house. 
Please remember to bring cash to the meeting to buy your tickets. 
 
Garage Sale 
The committee has approved a plan to hold a Garage Sale on Saturday 16th September.  A group of club members, 
including two committee members, has been formed to plan and organise for this event.  The aim is to raise some 
extra funds to meet club expenses since, as raised at our AGM, we are currently not receiving enough income to 
cover all expenses. 

Closer to the date we will be asking for members to, if possible, contribute both time and items for sale.  We are also 
looking for items needed to run the event.  Please think about these requirements and indicate as early as possible 
where you think you can contribute: 

 Time: We will need volunteers both in the week leading up to the sale, for sorting and pricing, and on the 
day, for setting up and helping with sales. 

 Items: Anything you can contribute to the sale will be greatly appreciated.  You might also ask around your 
friends, especially those who you know are “downsizing”.  We hope to receive good quality items – clothing 
clean and in good condition, books, household items and furniture.  Anything that is saleable and in good 
condition. 

 To run the event: We need trestle tables.  We may need someone with a trailer if we need to pick up larger 
items.  

Please give some thought to the above.  If you have any items you would like picked up, please contact one of the 
committee members involved in the organisation of the sale: 
Sheila Fitzsimons – 021 443 043 or sheilafitzsimons@gmail.com 
Julie Pointing – 021 023 29023 or julieannpointing@gmail.com 
 
An update on progress will be provided in the monthly newsletters. 
 
Christmas Lunch 

This year’s Christmas lunch will be held at The Pines on Tuesday 5th December. More details will be sent out later in 
the year. The final Club meeting of the year will be held on Thursday 14th December. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


