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           Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

 

Happy New Year to all our members. May it be a year of good 
health, fun, friendship and creating lasting memories. 
Our first meeting for the year went very smoothly with the extra 
half an hour allowing for set up and clean up. We now have 
access to the church from 9.45 a.m. to 12.15 p.m., allowing us 
to start our meeting promptly at 10.00 a.m. 
 
A goal for this year is to increase our membership as has been 
discussed at our meetings. To achieve this, the support of all 
our members is essential in promoting our club, by distributing  
our leaflets and talking to extended family and friends. 
 
An important part of our club year is the Annual General Meeting and election of 
Committee Members at our March meeting. The following positions are vacated. 
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Michael is not standing for 
Secretary and Vice President. All other Committee Member’s positions are available 
for re-election. On that note I take this opportunity to thank Michael for his efforts 
and support for the club over the past few years. 
 
As explained by Angela at our meeting, the club membership fee will increase this 
year by $X.00 to $XX.00; the first increase in 10 years. This is due to an increase in 
our hire fee at the church and an increase of the Probus capitation fee. 
Unfortunately a sign of the times. 
 
On a brighter note Lucy has been busy planning some interesting outings for us to 
experience, and perhaps create those memories I mentioned at the start of this 
note. If anyone would be interested in helping Lucy please let myself or Lucy know. 
As you will read in this newsletter there are other activities and interests you can do 
as well. 
 
Until our next meeting stay safe and well. 
 
 
Cheers, 

                Wendy 

 
 

Please look up our expanded Webpage! 
 
The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is: 
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined   

 
Michael, our secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our website and 
ensuring it is kept current.  
 
If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com  Feed back is very welcome. It’s your web site not 
the committee’s. 

Michael  
 

For Events please 
deposit amount into 
Probus Account with 
reference: 
‘yournameEvent’ 
(Space for 18 letters 
available.) 
 
Payments for events 
may be made 
through  
 
 
 
 
  
 
Probus Secretary: 
Michael  
 
 
 
 
Probus Treasurer: 
Angela  
 
 
 
 
Welfare Officer: 
Maureen  
 
 
 
 
 
Anything you would 
like to put into the 
newsletter? Please 
send to editor:  
Marian  
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker:  
Monday 17th 
February: Chris 
Long 
Topic:  History of 
Camberwell and 
Hawthorn with 
accompanying old 
film clips. 
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To welcome in 2025, the Speaker at our first meeting on 20th January was our 
own member, Graham. Graham has many interests, one of which is membership of 
the Heidelberg Historical Society (housed in the old Heidelberg Court House). 
Graham often gives public talks on behalf of the Society and adapted one of these for 
us. Graham’s topic was ‘Artists of Heidelberg’, of whom there have been many in 
the area, not just the ones we know as the ‘Heidelberg School’. 

 
Heidelberg is part of the local government area of Banyule, whose 20 suburbs extend 
from urban to rural areas. ‘Banyule’ comes from an indigenous name for ‘hill’, and the 
area was originally settled by the Yarra-Yarra, or Wurundjeri-Willam people of the 
Kulin nation. [Their present-day descendants are known as Wurundjeri WoiWurrung 
people. Ed]. There were many indigenous meeting places along the Yarra River flats 
and ‘scar trees’, cut for canoes, can still be seen in the area. 
 
From 1835, Stories of “rich pastoral lands” here attracted European settlers, via Tasmania, to farm the 
land. A [rather one-sided] treaty between John Batman and the local indigenous people, led by William 
Barak, took place on 6th June 1935, at what is thought to be the present-day Greensborough.  Barak 
was the last chief of the Yarra-Yarra tribe and an accomplished artist himself, who painted several 
important depictions of ceremonies, among other things. Batman claimed 600,000 acres of land, which 
was subdivided and sold in 1838 and 1840. Chief Surveyor, Robert Hoddle, plotted the main roads on 
a square grid pattern, with incorporated village reserves between them.  Most of Heidelberg was 
divided into farming estates and remained that way until WWII. Farm workers came from the villages. 
Surviving homesteads from some of these estates include Banyule, Chelsworth and 
Charterisville.  Interestingly, Heidelberg Road is not straight, but may instead follow a former 
indigenous walking track. It is also on high ground, probably because the Yarra often flooded. Robert 
Hoddle was also a painter, and one of his works was entitled, ‘View of Melbourne’. 

 
Around the 1860s, several European artists were attracted to the beauty of the Heidelberg area, 
including Louis Buvelot, from Switzerland, one of whose paintings was ‘Winter Morning in 
Heidelberg’ (1866). 
 
Johann Joseph Eugen von Guérard (known in Australian as Eugene von Guérard), was an Austrian-
born artist, active in Australia from 1852 until 1882, who left a prolific collection of drawings of the 
Heidelberg area. 
 
A railway line to Heidelberg was opened in 1888, and extended to Eltham in 1902. From 1891 to 1893, 
it was part of Melbourne’s Outer Circle railway. In 1888, a local landowner met artist, Arthur 
Streeton and invited him and his fellow artists out to paint the district. A convenient train line and the 
new availability of paints in tubes made it much easier to paint ‘in the field’. And so, the Heidelberg 
School of Artists, known as Australian Impressionists, was formed. They painted ‘en plein air’, a French 
term, meaning scenes were captured at a particular time and place and the painting completed 
outdoors, rather than in a studio. The ‘Australian Impressionists’ included Arthur Streeton, Frederick 
McCubbin, Tom Roberts, Charles Condor and Walter Withers, among others. The term 
‘Heidelberg School’ for these painters was coined by American art critic, Sidney Dickinson, when 
reviewing an exhibition by Streeton and Withers. Women painters, such as Jane Sutherland, were 
involved with the group, but stayed in the studio, rather than go to Heidelberg. 
Walter Withers (1854-1914) stayed on in the area and went on to Charterisville (see above), where he 
and others established an artists’ teaching school between 1890 and 1900. 
 
Other artists and designers continued to make an impression on the Heidelberg area in subsequent 
years. Among them were the designers of Canberra, Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahoney 
Griffin, who were followers of the Anthroposophy Philosophy of Rudolph Steiner, which advocated 
integrating parkland with housing. As private practitioners, they designed estates in Eaglemont and 
homes there for themselves and others, as well as the Capitol Theatre in Swanston Street, Melbourne. 
Later artists in the area included Mervyn Napier Waller (1893-1972) and his wife, Christian 
Waller (1894-1954), who worked in stain glass at their home in Ivanhoe, which is now a National Trust 
property.   
 
Other local properties associated with artists include the Darebin Bridge Hotel, which has gone through 
many varied transformations since it was built for its original purpose in 1848, including being home to 
artists in the 1930s and 1940s, [such as Lina Bryans, Ian Fairweather, Ada May Plante and William 
Frater. Ed.] 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
What we have done…. 
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 Not far away is Heidi Gallery in Bulleen, which was established in 1934 by John and Sunday Reed, 
on the site of an old dairy farm, alongside the Yarra River and hosted a who’s who of Australian artists, 
including Sidney Nolan and Joy Hester. In 1981, the gallery was rena.m.ed the Heide Museum of 
Modern Art.      
                                                                                                                        
So, you can do no better than head out Heidelberg way, to see this interesting area through the eyes of 
the many artists who have made it their home and created or captured its beauty over the years! 
 
Many thanks for sharing your knowledge and delight in the area and the artists with us, Graham I can 
sense a possible visit to a gallery in the area before too long! 

Janet  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POST GENERAL MEETING LUNCHEON 
Twelve of us gathered for lunch, after the meeting, at The Snowpony Cafe, Deepdene. We had our own 
room! Lovely, except we were an incredibly chatty (i.e. loud) group. It became a bit of an echo 
chamber. Great lunch and conversation. Good choice Susan Lowe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian  
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                                            Book for  January  (Janet) 
                                            Chai Time at Cinna.m.on Gardens  
                                            by Shankari Chandra 
                                            Date- 27th January @ 11.00 a.m. 
 
                                            Book for  February  (Marian) 
                                           The Benevolent Society of Ill –Mannered Ladies  
                                            by Alison Goodwin  
                                            Date- 24th February @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                            
                                            Book for  March (Lene) 
                                            Four Seasons in Rome  
                                            by Anthony Doerr  
                                            Date- 24th March @ 11.00 a.m. 
 

Co-ordinator: Neva  
 
 

 
 

 
Mystery Walk 2025 
Date: Wednesday 29th January, 2025 
Time: 10.00 a.m. 
Meet: at Victoria Park adjacent to Adeney Cafe, 70 Adeney Avenue, Kew.  3101.  The walk is approx 
4 km long.  We will have lunch at a small Cafe on the way.  It's a safe walk for our 4 legged members 
also. 
I hope you can join me on the day.   
 
10 Pin Bowling & Roof Top Pizza 
Date: Friday, 28th February, 2025 
Time: 1.30 p.m.  
Venue:   Healthways, 1-11 Arcade Road, Mt Albert North, 3129 (off Dunloe Ave, between Union and 
Elgar Roads). 
 
Price: $27.50 for 2 games. You can pay cash or card.  Approx 1-1/2 hours required for bowling.  Shoes 
are free but bring your own socks. 
Followed by pizza at the Roof Garden, Box Hill RSL approx 4.00 p.m.pm until 9.00 p.m. (when ever you 
are ready to leave). Plenty of parking and lifts available from the carpark.  Dessert and coffee are not 
available at the Roof Garden but you can go down to the main lounge for them. 
Time to be confirmed depending on numbers.  Please put your name on the sheet if you are coming to 
either the bowling and/or the RSL. 

Co-ordinator: Lucy  
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY 3
rd 

FEBRUARY (VERY SHORT WALK w asphalt surface) 
Start: 10.00 a.m. 
Meet: Red Brick Café, 215 Mont Albert Road, Surrey Hills, 3127. 
ROUTE 
We will take three local lanes and streets to Union Road. 
Our pit-stop is at Reunion Cafe (160 Union Rd, Surrey Hills) 
After a late morning tea or lunch we will return along a similar route using local streets. 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
Coming up……... 

BOOK CLUB   

 

OUTINGS     

WALKS  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/70+Adeney+Avenue,+Kew?entry=gmail&source=g
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FRIDAY 21
ST

 FEBRUARY (LONG WALK, mixture of asphalt and gravel) 
Start: 10.00 a.m. 
Meet: Frog Hollow Reserve, corner of Culliton Road & Fordham Avenue Camberwell. 
ROUTE 
We walk north through the reserve to Shalless Drive and then cross the railway line at Willison Station. 
We continue along Lansell and Orrong Crescents to Camerwell Road, then along Camberwell Road to 
Tyrone Street and then to George Street. We then cross the Hartwell Station Reserve to reach Fordam 
Café, our Pit-stop (116/118 Fordham Ave, Camberwell). 
The return walk is through Hartwell Station Reserve, along Tyrone Street to Gilbert Parade and then on 
through Fairmont Avenue Reserve and Willison Park. We then follow Culliton Road under the railway 
bridge and arrive back at the starting point. 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 17th FEBRUARY 2025, meeting commencing at  10.00 a.m.    
Venue: St Aidan’s Church, 17-21 Duggan Rd, Balwyn North. VIC 3104    
Guest: Chris Long  from Hawthorn Historical Society 
Topic:  History of Camberwell and Hawthorn with accompanying old film 
              clips. 

 
 

Co-ordinators: Noela & Jenny 
 

 
 

Diary dates for 2025 are: February 26
th
; March 26

th
; April 23

rd
;  May 28

th
; 

June 25
th
; July 23

rd
; August 27

th
; September 24

th
;   October 22

nd
; &  

November 26
th

  
 
These Outings to the Golden Years screenings on the 4

th
 Wednesday of the 

month will continue on an informal basis – book your own ticket and arrange 
any lunch afterwards among yourselves. They are not covered by Probus’s 
Insurances. 

Michael  
E: deepdeneprobus@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

MALVERN THEATRE – 2.00 p.m. SATURDAY MATINEES  
There will be five plays for the 2025 Season. 
OUR BOOKING WINDOW FOR PERFORMANCES CLOSES NO  
LATER THAN THE TUESDAY BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE. 

 
The first of 5 plays to be performed 2025 is ‘THE APPLETON LADIES’ POTATO RACE’ 
On Saturday 1st March 2025 
 
It is centred around a town’s biggest event of the year –The Annual Potato Sack Race- 
where the prize for the men’s race is five times that for the ladies race. Penny, who is 
returning to Appleton to start up a practice as a GP is very unhappy when she finds out 
about this. She begins to agitate for a change away from the discrimination this situation 
portrays but finds the battles she must face are far more intense than she anticipated. All 
of this is presented in a light-hearted comedy style despite the serious nature of the 
issues of discrimination involved. 
 
If you would like me to include you on our booking list, please let me know at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com or text to 0424 271 724. I’ll also have a booking list with me at our 
Christmas lunch on Thursday 12

th
 December and at our first two meetings – January and February - in 

2025. Family and friends are more than welcome as is news that the ticket price of $27.00 for 2025 is the 
same as charged this year. 

 MONTHLY MEETING        

MOVIES 

 

PLAYS 
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Our other 4 plays for 2025 are:  
10

th
 May 2025: A HAPPY AND HOLY OCCASION 

  5
th
 July 2025: MACBETH 

  6
th
 September 2025: THE HUMANS 

  8
th
 November 2025: PERFECT WEDDING 

 
If you think you might like to attend any of these other plays, just let me know as per my contact details 
and I’ll put you down on our booking lists. There’s no obligation if you change your mind as I’ll verify your 
booking BEFORE I finalise our block booking with the theatre. 

Co-ordinator: Michael  
E: deepdeneprobus@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

DATE                          NAME      
17-02-2025           Jenny 
17-03-2025           Lene       
14-04-2025           Maureen    
19-05-2025           Noela    

Co-Ordinator: Neva  
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting 
Dear Members, 
Planning for our AGM on Monday 17th March is now underway with the first step being calling for 
nominations for all committee members and other non-committee positions. 
All positions on the committee and those other activities carried out by others are very important to the 
running of the club so on behalf of your committee, we would welcome your involvement in the running of 
your club. 
 
To that end, a NOMINATIONS/EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FORM is attached (p.9). It includes notes 
on what to do if you wish to nominate/express an interest. You are welcome to nominate for as many 
positions/roles as you like. Simply because there is someone’s name against a current position/role does 
not mean that that person has some sort of “right” to continue on in that role. 
If there is more than one candidate for a committee position the successful person will be chosen by 
secret ballot. For other roles the members involved will be asked to sort it out amongst themselves. (As a 
small club we can be a little less formal than if we were a significantly larger one e.g. simply settling non-
committee positions by agreement between the members interested in that role) 
 
If you would like more detailed information about a position or positions please let me know. I have them 
for all committee positions and for some of the other activities that are not totally straight forward. There 
will also be a transition period involving the former and new person for all positions/roles where a change 
of the relevant person is involved so no one will be thrown into the so-called “deep end”. 
 
Finally, please note the club must have a Secretary and that I will not be standing for re-election as 
Secretary and/or Vice-President at our forthcoming AGM. 
 

Michael Secretary    
E: deepdeneprobus@gmail.com   

 
 

 

NOTICEBOARD                      

MORNING TEA ROSTER 
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Fees for 2025 
Dear members, the Deepdene Combined Probus currently has $XXXX.XX cash at bank. There are still 
reimbursements due to members for speaker gratuities and the room hire which are payable. These will 
decrease this balance in coming weeks. 
 
Unfortunately our room hire at St. Aidan's has increased significantly this year, due in part to the extra 
half hour hire fee  payable as explained by the president, but also because the hire fees have increased 
due to cost of living pressures.  
 
At the last Committee meeting it was decided that given the increase in room hire and the increase in 
the annual Capitation fee payable to South Pacific Probus, we could not maintain the membership fee at 
its current rate. Members were advised at the meeting that the member's fees have not increased since 
the inception of the Group, a period of 10 years. The Committee has agreed to increase the membership 
fee for 2025/26 from $XX.00 to $XX.00 per annum. A modest increase of only $X.00. The cost of one 
coffee! 
 
Even with this increase in the membership fee, the revenue raised for this coming year will not cover all 
costs to be incurred during the year, so there is a possibility that fees may need to be reviewed again 
next year. I hope that all our members renew their membership in March/April. Our membership drive to 
increase the number of new members is now even more imperative as this will bring in extra revenue 
which will assist in covering costs. 

Angela  
Treasurer 

 

Summer in the Park for 2025     City of Boroondara 

 
This year’s Summer in the Park line-up is packed with fantastic arts and entertainment events taking 
place on weekends through February and the start of March. 
Every single performance is completely free with no bookings, tickets or reservations needed. Just pack 
a picnic and join us at the brand-new Festival Hub and Main Stage events. 
 

Festival Hub performances 
Our Festival Hub is the centre of this year’s Summer in the Park festival, located at the wonderful 
Maranoa Botanic Gardens, Parring Rd, Balwyn. VIC. 3103 
Featuring a line-up of 12 performances and over 40 artists, we’ll kick off the festival here at the Launch 
Party on 1 February. With a bar and food at the Festival Hub available for all Summer in the Park 
events, prepare to kick back, relax and soak up performances including: 
 
Launch Party on Saturday 1 February, 6 p.m.  to 8 p.m.  
Guzheng in the Hub on Sunday 2 February, 1 p.m.  to 2 p.m.  
Comedy in the Hub on Friday 7 February, 7 pm to 8 pm 
Bollywood in the Hub on Saturday 8 February, 1 p.m.  to 2 p.m.  
Musical in the Hub on Sunday 9 February (2 performances, 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. , 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m. ) 
Club Valentine on Friday 14 February, 7pm to 8pm 
Classical in the Hub on Saturday 15 February, 1 p.m.  to 2pm 
Singalong in the Hub on Sunday 16 February, 1 p.m.  to 2 p.m.  
Latin in the Hub on Friday 21 February, 7 p.m.  to 8 p.m.  
Pirritu in the Hub on Saturday 22 February, 6 p.m.  to 8 p.m.  
Circus in the Hub on Sunday 23 February, 1 p.m.  to 2 p.m.  
Broadway in the Hub on Friday 28 February, 7 p.m.  to 8 p.m.  
 

Main Stage events series 
The Main Stage lineup just about guarantees a little something for everyone at this year’s Summer in the 
Park festival. Set in a variety of outstanding parks and gardens, you’ll find something to groove, swing 
and chill out to at our Main Stage events. 
Here’s a flavour of what to expect as part of Main Stage performances: 
 
Youth Takeover event on Saturday 8 February at St Ja.m.es Park, 1 p.m.  to 3 p.m.  
Jazz in the Park on Saturday 8 February at St Ja.m.es Park, 6 p.m.  to 8 p.m.  
Mamma Mia! the movie musical on Friday 14 February at Riversdale Park, 7 p.m.  to 9:30 p.m.  
Boroondara Seniors Film Festival highlights on Saturday 15 February at Riversdale Park, 5 p.m.  to 
6 p.m.  
School of Rock, starring Jack Black, on Saturday 15 February at Riversdale Park, 6 p.m.  to 8:30 p.m.  

https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/explore-boroondara/events/major-events-and-festivals/summer-park#toc-festival-hub-performances
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/explore-boroondara/events/major-events-and-festivals/summer-park#toc-main-stage-events-series
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Frozen, a modern Disney classic, on Sunday 16 February at Riversdale Park, 10 a.m. to midday 
Opera in the Park on Saturday 1 March at Canterbury Gardens, 6 p.m.  to 8:30 p.m.  
 
For the FULL list visit: 
 https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/explore-boroondara/events/major-events-and-festivals/summer-
park#toc-main-stage-events-series 
 
 
 

Australian Stargazers Are Being Treated To A Rare 'Planet Parade' 
 
An alignment of six planets will dazzle in January 
2025. Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune will align in the night sky. The 'peak' time to view 
the planetary parade will occur between January 25th and 
27th, 2025, just after sunset. It will still be visible to lesser 
degrees until February 21st. To see this alignment, it is 
suggested to look towards the south-western horizon. 
 
To see the planets, you simply need a view of the sky 45 
minutes after sunset. But not all of them are visible to the 
naked eye. 
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn will be bright enough to see 
without equipment in the evening sky all month. 
Neptune and Uranus are trickier. Uranus will require binoculars and Neptune will require a telescope, 
per EarthSky. 
 

Melbourne Chinese Lunar New Year Festival 
 
Date: Sunday 2nd February 
Time: 10am - 8pm 
Where: Chinatown 
                 Russell St, Melbourne 3004 
Step into the heart of Melbourne’s Chinatown for the city’s most vibrant and biggest cultural 
celebration. 
Witness the legendary Millennium Dragon Parade winding down the streets, marvel at electrifying lion 
dances, and groove to a mix of traditional and contemporary live performances. 
Treat your taste buds to Asian delicacies from bustling food stalls, have a refreshing beverage at the 
beer garden, and let the kids enjoy hands-on activities and games in the Kid's Area at Golden Square 
Open Air Car Park. 
The festival takes place between Lonsdale and Bourke Sts, and Little Bourke St from Swanston St to 
Exhibition St. Whether you're here for the culture, the food or the family fun, the Chinese Lunar New 
Year Festival promises unforgettable memories for everyone. 
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