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           Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

 

Thank you to our members for the donation of $XXX-00 to 
Breast Cancer Network Australia in memory of Christine and 
Ruth (Julie’s mum). Chris was a member of our club for 
seven years. Her gentle nature and welcoming smile is a 
lovely memory for us all. 
R.I.P. 
 
Your committee, along with organising promotion of our club 
to encourage expanding our membership, is planning for 
2025.  I have mentioned it at club meetings that the club 
belongs to its members, who can and should contribute to  
the running of the club. The committee are open to suggestions for activities for 
your club. Please put forward your ideas no matter how small or large. Let’s aim to 
finish this year with a full, interesting and fun calendar for 2025. 
 
Welcome to our new members Heather and Robert. 
 
Stay safe and enjoy the spring sunshine. 
 
Cheers, 
                Wendy. 
 

     
 
Magic by Moonlight. 

 A 400 light installations 
across four magical realms.  
This enchanting experience 
takes over the George 
Pentland Botanical Gardens 
in Frankston. Open on select 
days from Thursday 
September 12th to Sunday 
October 6th, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 10.00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Please look up our expanded Webpage! 
 
The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is: 
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined   

 
Our website has now been up and running for a few months. Michael Hills, our 
secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our website and ensuring it is 
kept current.  
 
If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com  Feed back is very welcome. It’s your web site not 
the committee’s. 

Michael  

For Events please 
deposit amount into 
Probus Account with 
reference: 
‘yournameEvent’ 
(Space for 18 letters 
available.) 
 
Payments for events 
may be made 
through  
 
 
 
 
  
 
Probus Secretary: 
Michael  
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com 
 
Probus Treasurer: 
Angela  
 
 
 
Welfare Officer: 
Maureen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anything you would 
like to put into the 
newsletter? Please 
send to editor:  
Marian  
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GUEST SPEAKERS    

Our guest speakers on the 16th September were Janet and Michael. 
 
Around the World in 50 Days; a 2024 trip by Janet and Michael. 
 
In 2020, we received an invitation to a May wedding in Edinburgh. To make the most of our “round-the-
world” tickets (flying west all the way) to the  
northern hemisphere, we planned a wonderful seven-week itinerary. COVID put the kibosh on all of 
that, of course. 
We did eventually take our trip in 2024, from 16th May to 5th July and thoroughly enjoyed an extra 
seven weeks of spring and summer, while Melbourne shivered more than usual. 
Here is what we did on our 50 days: 
Switzerland: arrival point (Zurich) in Europe and Basel after our Rhine cruise. 6 days. 
Scotland (Edinburgh): family visits and trips. 8 days. 
Iceland (Reykjavik): Michael’s longtime fascination. Sightseeing. 5 days. 
England (London): family visit and local sights. 7 days. 
Rhine cruise. Beginning in Amsterdam, Netherlands, through Germany, finishing in Basel. 9 days. 
France (Colmar & Strasbourg): Sightseeing. 2 days. 
Canada (Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara Falls). Sightseeing. 10 days. 
International plane flights: 3 days! 
  
In Zurich, (the largest city in the Switzerland), we took tours around the city and across beautiful Lake 
Zurich. We were pleased to note we were staying in the “Watchmaker Suite” in our hotel, apparently a 
tribute to one of Switzerland’s well-known industries. Only 82 km from Zurich, Basel is an ancient city 
near the borders of France, Germany and Switzerland. A needle-like monument marks the exact spot 
in the middle of a river. It has a wonderful zoo. 
 
Edinburgh is quite an attractive city if you like bluestone buildings! It can be quite dour in winter, 
but looked much brighter in its spring plumage. Highlights this time were visits to The Kelpies, the 
Falkirk Wheel and the Royal Yacht Britannia. “The Kelpies” are huge steel structures depicting two 
working horses. They are a memorial to the ponies that pulled canal barges in the area. The Scottish 
kelpie was not a dog though. In folklore, it was a “malignant water sprite haunting fords in the form of a 
horse”! The Falkirk Wheel nearby was built in 2002 to replace seven canal locks. It is a “rotating boat 
lift”, which allows canal boats to move up or down from one canal to another over a vertical distance of 
24 metres.  The Royal Yacht Britannia was used by the Royal Family from 1953 to 1997. It is now in 
dry dock in Edinburgh, still fitted out as it was during Royal use, including a corgi in the Queen’s 
bedroom! Parts of it were designed to be able to be converted to a hospital ship during war, etc. 
 
Reykjavik was over an hour’s bus ride from the airport, then another local bus trip to our hotel, which 
we eventually found with the very pleasant help of some locals. Michael loved Iceland! Here are some 
facts and figures: Iceland is a Nordic island country between the North Atlantic and Arctic Oceans and 
sits on the border of the Eurasian and North American tectonic plates that are slowly pulling apart. 
Quite young in geological terms, it is subjected to active volcanoes, tsunamis and earthquakes, as well 
as very strong winds. (The buses all had cracked windscreens, a result of winds and sudden freezing/
warming temperature changes, apparently). 

 
Much of the island is uninhabitable, with 94% of its population living in urban areas on the “fringes”. 
Southern areas are suitable for farming of horses and sheep and horticulture. Glasshouses, underfloor 
heating and piped hot water are run on natural thermal heat. 
Over the years, Iceland was variously ruled by Norway, Sweden and Denmark, but became an 
independent republic in 1944, with its own currency, the kronor, and language, Icelandic. Once difficult 
to reach, especially by sea, Iceland was a poor country. Its luck changed in 1940, when Britain built an 
airport in Reykjavik as a tactical move during the war. This provided an early impetus for the 
development of Iceland’s tourist industry. Nearly 2 million tourists visit or transit through (from Europe 
to North America) Iceland each year, resulting in a now high standard of living. Other industries are 
construction and financial services. We weren’t allowed to get anywhere near the active volcanoes, but 
the waterfalls, geysers and vast volcanic fields were spectacular. 
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London always has so much to see! This time, we stayed near Tower Bridge, so a visit there was 
mandatory. We enjoyed a Mummer’s Play re-enactment, chatted to Beefeaters (Yeoman Warders) and 
saw the famous ravens. The hop-on-hop-off bus took us to the Royal Mall near Buckingham Palace, 
where we watched the full-dress rehearsal for the Trooping of the Colour and had a nice chat with a very 
alert London Bobby. Those massed bands and regiments are a wonder to behold! 
  
The Rhine cruise aboard an Avalon Waterways boat was wonderful! It was run very efficiently by a 
friendly and well-trained crew. Meals were frequent and of top-level cuisine. Cabins and public areas 
were beautifully appointed. Fellow passengers were mainly from USA and NZ, with only a few 
Aussies.  We often “sailed” at night, so that longer shore excursions could be made during the day. 
Despite the 14 locks, you could hardly feel the boat moving, especially at night. Evening entertainment 
included concerts and games, but most people spent their days ashore. Highlights for us were visits to 
the Gutenberg Museum in Mainz, the Mechanical Musical Instruments Museum in Rüdesheim, the 
Maginot Line on the France-Germany border, the nesting storks of Strasbourg and the Black Forest.    
 
After a few days in Basel, it was back to Zurich for the flight west to Canada. We landed in Montreal, 
Quebec (where it rained all day). Next day, we took the train to Ottawa, Ontario. Ottawa is the capital of 
Canada, in the very corner of Ontario. On the opposite bank of its Ottawa River, lies the city of Gatineau, 
Quebec. Both Montreal and Ottawa are French and English-speaking. Our tour of Ottawa took us 
through streets and along (in) the river in an amphibious bus! Janet celebrated her birthday in Ottawa 
with a very nice restaurant-supplied cake. 
 
Another fast train trip took us to Toronto, Ontario. Here we dined in the revolving restaurant, 51 floors up, 
in the CN Tower. Fortunately, early cloud eventually cleared for us to see below. We got a bit lost on the 
way back, and “asked a policeman”. He kindly showed us the way and pretended to arrest Michael for a 
photo op! 
Our last main port of call was Niagara Falls. The Falls themselves are spectacular and we had a 
panoramic view of them from our hotel window. Naturally beautiful during the day, they are lit up with 
coloured lights (on 1 July, red and white for Canada Day) and fireworks every night. 
A quick trip back to Toronto saw us on a 22-hour flight, via Vancouver and Sydney, back to Melbourne, 
where we found it was colder than in Iceland! 
And the postponed wedding?? Latest reports are that it may take place in late July 2025. If so, we’ll 
probably be off on another excursion North then. Bon voyage to us! 

Janet and Michael  
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WALKING GROUP 
 
WEDNESDAY 21ST AUGUST 
ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO CAMBERWELL 
Three members met at the Anniversary Trail on Whitehorse Road and walked to 
Camberwell. Our walk included a meander along lanes following the train line from 
Camberwell East Station to Camberwell Station.  
The weather was cool but we were lucky to have some sunshine and were pleased 
to note the colourful flowers gracing local gardens. 
 
While walking we met Maisie, a gorgeous little dog, who is a support animal. She visits Cabrini Hospital 
once a week to cheer the patients. 
We had a lovely lunch at Collective Espresso. A well deserved reward. 
The wet weather held off until we had almost reached our cars on the return journey. How well planned 
was that!  

Julie  
Editor: The scheduled 6

th
 September walk was cancelled due to family circumstances for Julie.  

Julie our condolences to you and your family on the passing of Ruthie. 
 

BOOK CLUB     
 
Elizabeth Macarthur's Letters edited by Kate Grenville 
                       Ten of us met on 26th August to discuss: Elizabeth Macarthur's Letters. 

I chose this book as it is not a novel but a selection of letters written by 
Elizabeth covering six decades of her life from the very early days of the 
colony of Sydney until her death. 
I did not expect it to be ‘popular’ but I chose it because of the thought 
provoking content of a woman married to John Macarthur who was a very 
unpleasant man. The non-committal tone of her letters was frustrating to 
those of us who wanted to know more of what she really thought. 

Many, like me, found the relentless plugging of a fictional book of Elizabeth, written by Kate, most 
annoying and also her imposing 21st century attitudes to 18th century behaviour. 
It was given a score of 3-5 by those who read it which is what I expected but it received spirited 
discussion. 

                                                                                                   September’s Novel is  
The Jade Lilly                                                                                 

by Kristy Manning. 
See p. 8 

 
Lucy                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 

KOGO 
 
Monday 26

th
 August the Crafties met for the final time to Knit for KOGO in 2024.  

We discussed the success of our endeavor to knit for charity. It was wonderful to 
see that family members have joined us and are knitting to donate to our cause. 
We now have over 80 beautifully knitted, colourful squares, with more to come from 
those knitting at home. A special thank you to Maureen and her sister as well as 
Wendy for their contributions. 
All squares are to be completed and handed in at our October Probus meeting on the Monday 21

st
 

October. 
We felt that this project has been very worthwhile and plan to repeat knitting for KOGO in 2025. Keep 
the knitting needles warm. 

Julie  

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
What we have done…. 
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PLAY 
 
September Theatre Outing: Little Women, The Broadway Musical. 
 
Book by Allan Kruse, Music by Jason Howland, Lyrics by Mindi Dickstein. Based on the novel by Louisa 
May Alcott. 
On Saturday, 7th September 2024, several of our theatre-going members were treated to another 
delightful play at the Malvern Theatre. It was a full house, because, being Little Women: The 
Musical,   this play was a bit special. Many a glossy head of hair appeared among the usual grey locks, 
as grannies and granddaughters, especially, enjoyed another telling of Louisa May Alcott’s classic tale 
about the March family! 
As usual, the production was well cast, with nine players – many more than usual at MTC. 
Fine orchestration was apparently pre-recorded, which was handy 
because its director was also one of the actors. Music and singing were 
perfectly synchronised throughout.   
Again, as usual, the stagecraft was delightful. For scene changes, 
minimal props were rearranged at lightning speed in seconds of 
darkness, mostly by the actors. Atmospheric settings were suggested by 
projected backdrops. The opening backdrop was aptly made to look like 
a book title. Costumes were elegant and apt and the acting and singing 
professional. 
The story was well told and true to the original, but worked well even if  
you hadn’t read the book. Serious and light-hearted by turn, amusing highlights included Jo March acting 
out her melodramatic first stories, in sync with her friends and family as the characters. 
We did have a few criticisms, though, and felt the music and singing was a touch too loud for this small 
theatre. Some of the story was told in song, but it was often hard to hear the words clearly because of 
the loud music. (And they didn’t have Tim Tams this week. J  Editor: not on Janet, I agree!) 
However, it was a very enjoyable production overall and we are looking forward to the Malvern Theatre’s 
next production in October, True Minds, by Joanna Murray Smith. It will be their last play for the year. Do 
join us! 

 Janet  
 

OUTING 
 
Beasley's Nursery to Petty's Orchard  
 
On 11th September seven of us and two enthusiastic dogs set off on our walk.    
Despite a dire weather forecast, we were undeterred and it turned out to be lovely walking weather. 
We had a variety of birds, wattle blossoms to enjoy, attractive views and kangaroos to look at.   
 
We had a variety of birds, wattle blossoms to enjoy, attractive views and kangaroos to look at.   
 
Heavy thunder clouds threatened so we did not peruse the nursery but probably our stamina was 
exhausted anyway.  So that was the end of a great day out with great company.  Distance covered was 
approximately seven kms. 

 
Lucy  
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FRIDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER (MEDIUM WALK Mixed walking surface) 
Meet: Outer Circle Linear Park, 17 Whitehorse Rd, Deepdene. VIC 3103 
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
ROUTE: ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO RIVERSDALE STATION 
Walk the Anniversary Trail to Boroondara Park. We will continue on through the East Camberwell 
Railway Station underpass and walk past the BlueCross Mews. On Warburton Road we traverse along 
the laneway beside the railway line and continue to Griffin Street. We take Griffin Street to Prospect Hill 
Road, cross and proceed to the Riversdale Railway Station for our pit-stop. 
Return along the same route. 
 
THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER (MEDIUM WALK. Asphalt surface) 
Meet: Meet at Red Brick Café (corner Wells St and 215 Mont Albert Rd) 
Start: 10.00 a.m. 
ROUTE: RED BRICK CAFÉ TO ACORN NURSERY 
We will take three local lanes and streets to Union Road. After crossing at the Surrey Hills Community 
Centre we will proceed along Union Road to the Surrey Hills Station carpark. We will use the station 
underground walkway, walk along local streets, passing Surrey Hills Primary School, to Acorn Nursery 
for our pit-stop. 
After a late morning tea or lunch we will return along the same route. 
 
FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER (SHORT WALK. contains steep hills, including Balwyn Road and 
Canterbury Gardens) 
Meet: Balwyn Library 
Start: 10.00 a.m. 
ROUTE: BALWYN LIBRARY TO MALING ROAD  
(Unlimited parking in Northcote and Conway Streets) 
Walk along Talbot Ave, through John August Reserve, along Vauxhall Rd to Balwyn Rd. Along Balwyn 
Rd to Canterbury Gardens and then to Maling Rd for our pit-stop (Morning Tea or Lunch) Cafe to be 
decided on the day. 
Return along Sheirlaw Ave and Faversham to John August Reserve and then to Balwyn Library 
 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 
 
 
 
 

                                           Book for September  (Maureen) 
                                           The Jade Lilly  
                                           by Kirsty Manning                    
                                           Date- 23rd September @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me                                       
                                          
                                           Book for October  (Chris/Neva) 
                                           An Unconventional Wife 
                                           by Mary Hoban  
                                           Date- 28h October @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me     
 
                                            Book for November (Jenny) 
                                            The Dressmakers Of Yarrandarrah Prison 
                                            By Meredith Jaffe 
                                            Date- 25th November @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                            Venue ­- The Baker & Me                                         

  Co-ordinator: Neva  

 
 

BOOK CLUB 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
Coming up……... 

 

WALKING GROUP 

https://www.google.com.au/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Mary+Hoban%22
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MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
Coming up……... 

MOVIES 

 

 
PALACE CINEMA BALWYN -GOLDEN YEARS SCREENING @ 11.00 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY, 25th SEPTEMBER 
 
These outings to the 11.00 a.m. Wednesday Golden Years screenings, on 

the 4th Wednesday of the month, will continue on an informal basis – book 

your own ticket and arrange any lunch afterwards among yourselves. They 

are not covered by our Probus Insurance Policy. 

 

Bonnard: Pierre & Marthe  
Bonnard: Pierre & Marthe is an historical drama about the five decades, or so, love story that challenged 
some of the mores of the day (late 19th century between the renowned post-Impressionist painter Pierre 
Bonnard - a protégé of Claude Monet and his lesser-known (but influential) wife Marthe de Méligny. 
It is in French with English sub-titles. 
Running Time: 132min   

 
There is an opportunity for some-one to become our movie outings Co-ordinator so that participants will 
be covered by Probus’s Insurances. Please let me - Michael Hills- know if this interests you. Without a 
co-ordinator activities like this tend to fall by the wayside. 

 
For your diary/calendar the indicative Golden Years dates for the rest of 2024 are: September 25th, 
October 23rd and November 27th. 

Michael  
E: deepdeneprobus@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
Cloudehill Gardens and Nursery and lunch at Seasons Restaurant. 
Address:  89 Olinda- Monbulk Road, Olinda, Vic. 
Date: Wednesday, 9th October, 2024 
Lunch: 12.30 p.m. Seasons Restaurant at same address 
 
The gardens should be very attractive in October and the entrance fee is reasonably priced at 
$15.00 per person. You can arrive and walk around the gardens whenever you please. 
A booking has been made at Seasons Restaurant for 12.30p.m.  This is the only time commitment for 
our outing. But I need to know if you are planning to come to lunch as we need to book ‘seats’. You can 
make your way to the gardens, or carpool, and arrive when it suits you; just be at the restaurant for our 
booking time. Distance is approx.1 hour from our suburbs. 
 
Let me know if you are coming to: 1) the gardens; 2) to the restaurant; & 3)  if you need to carpool. 
NB: you will not be able to just arrive on the day, without letting Lucy know, and expect a place 
for luncheon. She needs to ‘book’ our table. 
 
Hyperlink to download map of gardens: 
https://cloudehill.com.au/assets/images/garden/cloudehill-map-2022.pdf 
 

Co-ordinaror: Lucy  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTINGS   
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Date: 26th October.   Time: the Matinee, 2.00p.m.  
Our fifth and last play for 2024 is ‘True Minds’ 
written by the well-known Australian Playwright 
Joanna Murray-Smith.  

Daisy Grayson is the author of a very successful book, which claims that, despite being an old-fashioned 
notion, ‘no man will marry a woman that his mother doesn’t approve of’. Tonight, Daisy is set to meet her 
fiancé’s mother, a frightening, fierce, arch-conservative, and hopes to win her approval. But a sudden 
storm brings unwelcome visitors: her alternative-thinking mother, her Marxist father, and, even worse, 
her ex-boyfriend, just out of rehab. ‘True Minds’ is a fast-talking, frenetically-paced romantic comedy 
about love and relationships, that explores the area between following the heart and listening to the 
head.  It is a romantic comedy. 
  
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BY 
EMAILING ME AT deepdeneprobus@gmail.com BY NO LATER THAN SUNDAY 20th OCTOBER 2024. 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE VERY WELCOME. 
(Please note that details of next year’s plays are not yet available. We’ll let you know the details as soon 
as reasonably possible.)   

                                                                                                                           Co-ordinator:  Michael                                                                                                                     
E: deepdeneprobus@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

Monday 21st OCTOBER, 2024, meeting commencing at  10.00 a.m.    
Venue: St Aidan’s Church, 17-21 Duggan Rd, Balwyn North. VIC 3104    
Guest: Ian Penrose 
Topic:  Yarra Riverkeeper (retired 12/11/2014) 
 
 
 

 
 

The Boroondara Seniors Film Festival is back for 2024! 
 
Now in its third year, get ready for more stories that inspire, challenge, and connect us through the magic 
of film. 
This year’s line-up brings a mix of brand-new releases as well as films you may already know. Each 
screening will showcase a feature film and a curated selection of short films – all featuring the great 
diversity of older adults’ lives. 
  
The Boroondara Seniors Film Festival is proudly presented at:  
Village Rivoli on Monday 7th October 
Lido Cinemas on Wednesday 16th October  
Balwyn Palace on Thursday 24th October. 
Bookings are now open. 
  
All screenings are free to attend. Bookings are essential. 
Details for all sessions will be available on the website from 26

th 
August:  

www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival  
 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME STARTS 
 
On Sunday, 6th October 2024  
Sunday, 6th October 2024 at 2:00 a.m. clocks are turned forward 1 hour to become 
Sunday, 6th October 2024 3:00 a.m. local daylight time instead. 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETING 

NOTICEBOARD 

PLAY    

mailto:deepdeneprobus@gmail.com
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival
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Brochure and Flyer consent requirements 
 
Please note that the brochure and flyer contain some photos of members, which may include yourself. 
 
Before we can distribute the brochure and flyers at various public venues within the municipality of 
Boroondara to promote our club, we seek your approval to use your image (no names are mentioned) 
which may be displayed in the promotional material.    
 
If I have not heard back from you by Wednesday 25th September advising that you do not agree to the 
Club using your image, it will be assumed that you are happy for your image to be used in the 
material.  We will endeavour to have copies of the material printed and ready for the next meeting and 
we will discuss appropriate venues where the material can be placed within the municipality. Your 
support in helping to distribute the advertising material is appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 

Angela  
 
 
 
DATE                          NAME                                                                    
21

st
 October            Lucy 

18
th
 November        Julie 

Co-Ordiantor: Lene  
 

MORNING TEA ROSTER 

                       VALE 
 
        

Christine  

1953 – 2024 
 
The recent passing of our dear friend Chris  has left a deep sorrow and loss in our hearts. 
She left behind an extended family both in Australia and overseas, as well as a wide circle of friends. 
This was evident in the great number of mourners who attended her funeral on Monday at the 
Springvale Memorial Cemetery to pay their last respects and farewell Chris. 
Everyone who knew Chris loved her and enjoyed her company. She was such a fun-loving and 
outgoing person, who involved herself in a great many activities, determined to live her life fully and 
until the very end before she lost her battle with cancer. 
Chris will be greatly missed by everyone, but most especially by her stoic and loving daughter Cassie 
and her husband Peter, who both spoke so beautifully at her funeral service. 
Rest in peace now Chris. 

Neva  
 
Deepdene Probus members kindly collected $XXX-00, which will be donated to Breast Cancer 
Network Australia in memory of Christine and Ruth (Julie’s mother) as per their families' wishes.  
For those that have not donated and wish to do so individually, please donate to a Breast Cancer 
organization. 


