
V O L UM E 11  I SS U E 5   

           Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

 

Our next meeting on Monday 17th June will see us returning to 
St Aidan’s Church, 17-21 Duggan St, Balwyn North, 3104. A 
reminder to everyone that our meetings will start at 10.00 a.m. 
followed by morning tea and the speaker, leaving the venue at 
12.00 midday. 
 

 Our current project is to increase our membership. A big thank 
you to Marian, Angela and Graham who have been working on 
designing the poster and leaflet to be distributed, to expose our 
club to the public. The committee will request the help of club 
members to help with this. Remember the old saying “Many 

hands make light work”. The advertising pieces will have photos of club members 
but no names. Please notify Marian, Angela or Graham if you do not want your 
photo included. 
 

 With the autumn leaves falling, grey skies, temperature dropping, becoming dark 
earlier, it is very easy to hibernate in our warm homes. Can I encourage you to 
rug up in your winter woollies and step outside for a walk. This will benefit both 
your physical and mental health. Julie and Lucy have walking outings planned 
which you can join also. 
 

   Have you ever played lawn bowls? Are you interested in a social game of bare 
foot bowls? This is an activity that could be planned for the warmer months and 
daylight saving. Thoughts? Let me know. 
 

Stay warm, healthy and safe. 
Cheers, 
                                    Wendy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Events please 
deposit amount into 
Probus Account with 
reference: 
‘yournameEvent’ 
(Space for 18 letters 
available.) 
 

Payments for events 
may be made 
through Bank 

 

 

 

Probus Secretary: 
Michael 
 

 

 

Probus Treasurer: 
Angela  
 

 

 

Welfare Officer: 
Maureen  
 

 

 

 

Anything you would 
like to put into the 
newsletter? Please 
send to editor:  
Marian  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

An appeal for your once loved novels…….. 

WATERLINE LIBRARY 

 

The Coronet Bay Community Library is housed in the General Store, Cutty Sak Road, Coronet 
Bay. VIC 3984. It is a small volunteer library service established over two years ago when 
funding cuts caused the cessation of the mobile library service. This community library is a 
recognized part of the Waterline Library Service. 
 

The Community Library consists of fiction and non-fiction books and DVDs, for both adults and 
children. All items are donated and the borrowing is brisk. 
 

The community has increased in the last couple of years and so has use of the library. The 
need for further reading material is great. 
 

If you have any books that you no longer require, they would be greatly appreciated by the 
locals 

 

Thank you to members who have already contributed item. 
Co-ordinator: Julie  

   
 

 

Please look up our new and expanded Webpage! 
 

The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is: 
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined   
 

Our website has now been up and running for a few months. Michael, our 
secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our website and ensuring it is 

kept current.  
 

If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com  Feed back is very welcome. It’s your web site not the 
committee’s. 

Michael  

GUEST SPEAKER    

Our guest speaker on the 29th May was Julie Houghton whom spoke of: My 
Life in The Arts. 
Julie Houghton began speech and drama classes at the age of five to overcome 
extreme shyness. By the time she was 12 she was starstruck and bent on becoming 
an actor. So she began several years of training at St Martin’s Theatre School, and 
appeared in a mainstage production for a school holiday season at St Martin’s 
Theatre. 

While still at school, she began acting in television and films as a minor 
player, before becoming a juvenile lead at the age of 16 in an episode of the 
police drama ‘Division Four’. Following an arts degree at Monash 
University, she switched to journalism, securing a cadetship with ABC 
Radio and TV News, where she specialized in arts interviews, but also 
worked on trade union stories, political stories and general interest news in 
the ABC Newsroom. 

 

She became a producer at 3LO (now ABC Melbourne) and 
produced current affairs luminary Michael Schildberger and later 
Barbara Horn. She then qualified as an announcer in her own right 
and worked for several years on air at Radio Australia and 3LO. 

 

She developed a ‘side hustle’ as a reporter for the ABC arts 
program ‘The Showman’ and had the privilege of meeting and 
interviewing many iconic names from the worlds of film, stage and 
TV, including Paul Eddington from Yes Minister, Sir John Mills,  
 

 

mailto:deepdeneprobus@gmail.com


 

Ronnie Barker, Vincent Price, Prunella Scales (Sybil in Fawlty Towers), Miriam Margolyes, Helen 
Morse, Ivan Rebroff, Bryn Terfel, Dame Kiri te Kanawa and Bob Hawke (at the time, President of the 
ACTU),  to name just a few.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All images sourced from Google 

 

These days she is an arts interviewer at 3MBS and presents the weekly arts program Arts Weekly, 
once a month, as well as recording interviews for that program and for Friday Intermezzo. She also 
does voiceover work for 3MBS and writes a weekly column on the arts for Melbourne Observer. 
 

She still performs as an actor/singer with her own chamber music group, Julie Houghton and Friends, 
and with the art song group The Parlour, where she is the resident ‘mature actor’ in their shows about 
famous composers. She also performs as an actor/reader each Christmas with the Royal Melbourne 
Philharmonic in their three Carols in the Cathedral. When she is not performing live, she is a voice 
artist at Vision Australia, recording corporate work for vision-impaired people. Much of this work is for 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme, but other recording jobs include council magazines, 
brochures and the Legacy magazine The Answer. 
 

Away from performing and recording, she volunteers at two aged care centers, enjoys singing in a 
church choir with her husband and delights in their 16-month-old grandson Henry, already introducing 
him to the wonderful world of music and opera! 

Noela & Graham                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

Outings 

 

Hofbräuhaus, City 

On Wednesday 17th  April, 2024 an enthusiastic band of members had a German lunch at the 
Hofbrauhaus, in Market Lane in the city. We were well looked after by the staff and everyone enjoyed 
their meals of German sausages, schnitzels, strudel, doughnuts and snapps. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 

What we have done…. 
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Chinese Heritage Museum, City 

After a leisurely lunch and conversation, we had a short 
walk to the Chinese museum.  This was a very informative 
display of Chinese influence in Australia but mainly 
Melbourne and a brief history of China's inventions and 
administration which helped to advance civilisation. We 
saw the Millennium Dragon, the most recent and 
impressive of the other dragons on display. 
He was draped over two floors and very colourful and not 
so scary at all. He is 63 meters long! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        Does anyone else  
                                                                                        recognise this jar from 

                                                                                        Don’s talk on 

                                                                                  measuring earthquakes?                               Lucy  



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

BOOK CLUB 

 

LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY by Bonnie Garmus  
 

Set in the 1960’s, Lessons in Chemistry is the story  of the uncompromising and 
unconventional female scientist, Elizabeth Zott, whose only ambition is to be a research 
chemist but whose career is constantly derailed by powerful men’s determination to 
keep women out of the laboratory. She ends up in the most unlikely job, the host of an 
afternoon cooking show which, despite her best efforts not to fit the female-TV-star 
mould, becomes a hit. Chemistry is about change, and Elizabeth seeks to empower her 
audience and challenge the norms 

. 
Throughout the book Elizabeth has to cope with a range 
of challenges, some of them serious, and some, in fact, 
tragic. It is her faith in science – plus the support of 
some decent people that see her through 

.  
While being a feminist novel with some dark themes, it 
is also quirky and highly amusing in parts with a range 
of engaging characters.  
 

The group enjoyed the book describing it as different, 
refreshing, relatable, funny and entertaining, with well 
described characters while addressing some difficult 
topics. They rated it a 9/10.                                    
Editor: p.s. Favourite character Six-thirty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May’s book is No Hearts of Gold  by Jackie French    
Meeting on Monday 27th May. See p9.   

Leslie  
 

 

MOVIE 

On Wednesday 22nd April we saw La CHIMERA, which follows a young 
British archaeologist, Arthur, who gets caught up with an International 
network dealing in stolen Italian artefacts.  
 

Set in Tuscany in the early 1980’s. Arthur has just been released from a short 
stint in prison. During his earlier studies in the region, he fell in love with 
Beniamina, the daughter of an aging local Matriarchal aristocrat, but 
Beniamina is now ‘gone’. Her mother cannot leave the crumbling, once 
stately, family home, hoping she will ‘return’. And she has a soft spot for 
Arthur, often helping him with food and clothing. 
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Arthur has fallen in with the Tombaroli, a rowdy (criminal) crew of 
young men who pretend to make their living as farmers and 
entertainers, but instead pilfer the area’s ancient Etruscan tombs for 
earthenware and ornaments to sell on the black market, hoping to one 
day strike it rich…   
 

There is no honour among thieves! And the only people profiting (yet 
risking nothing) are the international, wealthy dealers. 
 

Beautiful setting juxtaposed against horrible people. I left feeling quite 
unsettled. 

 

Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WALKS 

ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO MAILING ROAD 

FRIDAY 10th MAY 

Three members rugged up and braved the predicted rainy weather on Friday 10th May.   
We walk to Mailing Road and were very lucky that the rain held off and our sojourn was dry! 
Boroondara Park looked spectacular.  

 

The wet weather had 
enhanced the grass 
area to a brilliant green, 
as well as encouraging 
the growth of a variety 
of fungi we sighted on 
our walk throughout the 
park.  

 

 

 

The star of the day was a spy agric fungi 
(Amanita muscaria), on the verge along 
Warburton Road, Canterbury. (A stunning 
fungi, pictorially associated with fairy tales, 
but highly poisonous!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a sumptuous lunch at Outlaw, our pit stop on Canterbury Road.  
A just reward for brave souls! 

 

 

Julie 

 

 



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

PLAYS 

The Glass Menagerie, by Barry O’Neill  and staged by the Malvern Theatre 
Company.  
                                                       
Five Probus members enjoyed attending an excellent play at the Malvern Theatre 
on Saturday the 11th May.  The play was The Glass Menagerie a very popular play 
written by Tennessee Williams that premiered in 1944. 
The play deals with the isolation that a small family feel when they cannot connect 
with each other or the world they live in. Williams used his own isolation and that of 
his family.  The Glass Menagerie mirrors Tennessee Williams life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny  
 

OUTINGS 

Ferndale Park 

On Friday, 17th May, five of us set off from The Pantry in Glen Iris for our 
outing walk along Ferndale Park and adjoining streets and to return for 
lunch. 
 

It was a beautiful day despite promises of rain in pm.  The autumn leaves 
were in drifts in the streets, giving a very un-Australian look to our 
walk. Camellias and Azaleas were flowering in abundance in the gardens 
we passed, so we had plenty to delight us on our walk. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We returned to The Pantry for lunch and a chat. It was a very enjoyable and leisurely morning. 
 

Lucy  



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 

Coming up……... 
BOOK CLUB 

 

                                                                                      
                                           Book for May (Wendy) 

                                           No Hearts of Gold  
                                           by Jackie French 

                                           Date- 27th May @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me 

                                            
                                           Book for June (Marcia) 
                                           Go as a River  
                                           by Shelley Read 

                                           Date- 24th June @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me  
                 
                                           Book for July (Marian) 
                                           People of the Book  

                                           by Geraldine Brooks                                             
                                           Date- 22nd July@ 11.00 a.m. 

                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me                                          Co-ordinator: Neva    
 

 

 

 

 

PALACE CINEMA BALWYN -GOLDEN YEARS SCREENING @ 11.00 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY 22nd MAY 

 

These outings to the 11.00 a.m. Wednesday Golden Years 
screenings, on the 4th Wednesday of the month, will 
continue on an informal basis – book your own ticket and 
arrange any lunch afterwards among yourselves. 

 

THE THREE MUSKETEERS: D’ARTAGNAN  
Set in the early 17th century kingdom of France, the opening instalment 
D’ARTAGNAN follows a spirited young swordsman, Charles D’Artagnan (François 
Civil), on his journey from Gascony to Paris to join the King’s elite Musketeers of the 
Guard. Along the way, he narrowly escapes death whilst heroically saving a woman  
from being kidnapped. In his efforts to enlist, D’Artagnan manages to offend the sensibilities of three of 
the most formidable Musketeers in the ranks, Athos (Vincent Cassel), Porthos (Pio Marmaï) and 

Aramis (Romain Duris)… 

But D'Artagnan soon wins them over, and his dedication to help his newfound friends and serve King 
Louis XIII (Louis Garrel) will lead him not only into the path of the mysterious Milady de Winter (Eva 
Green) and the Queen's consort Constance (Lyna Khoudri), but the heart of a conspiracy where the 
future of the nation itself is at stake… 

 

For your diary/calendar the indicative Golden Years dates for the rest of 2024 are: June 26th, July 24th, 
August 21st, September 25th, October 23rd and November 27th. 

Michael  
 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY MAY 23RD (LONG WALK 4.5 km Mixed walking surface) 
Meet: corner of Burke and Harp Roads at Stradbroke Park. 
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
ROUTE:  HAYS PADDOCK AND SURROUNDING AREAS OF KEW 

We will follow the walking trail through Stradbroke Park and behind Kew High School. Crossing at High 
Street we continue to Kilby Road and then to Frater St to enter Hays Paddock. We will circumnavigate 
the park and exit along Longstaff Street to walk back to Kilby Road. After crossing Kilby Road we will 
continue along either Oswin Street or Irymple Avenue to High Street. Here we will have a pit stop at the  

MOVIES 

WALKING GROUP 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Geraldine-Brooks/e/B000APM13Y/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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                  Bean Thief. 
We will return down along High Street to the pedestrian crossing at Kew High School and return along the 
previous route to our starting point. 
 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 12TH  (LONG  WALK combination of surfaces including gravel and asphalt ) 
Meet: Victoria Park, 70 Adeney Ave, Kew 3101 (opposite Adeney Milk Bar Café) 
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
ROUTE:  VICTORIA PARK TO WILLSMERE RD 

Walk around the park to High Street and cross at the traffic lights. Proceed along Belford Road to Belford 
Oaks Community Children’s Centre and turn left to follow along the parkland lane. We will cross 
Hartington Street, Asquith Street and Sutherland Street proceeding to the Conner Street Reserve. We 
walk to Willsmere Road and then turn left to walk to the Willsmere Shopping Centre for our pit-stop. Our 
return journey is along the Outer Circle Railway Trail, crossing Park Crescent, and proceeding to Belford 
Road. From there we follow Belford Road to High Street and back to Victoria Park. 
 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 17th June, 2024, meeting commencing at  10.00 a.m. 
Venue: St Aidan’s Church, 17-21 Duggan Rd, Balwyn North. VIC 3104 

Guest: Cheryl Payne 

Topic: Cheryl will speak further about her role as an educator in Fiji and Samoa. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

State Library Tour 
Jenny Williams is trying to book a tour on 20th or 21st June. Please keep these dates free if you are 
interested. Further details in next Newsletter. 
 

Christmas in July Luncheon  
Friday, 12th July 2024 

The Pavilion, Auburn Hotel, 85 Auburn Road, Hawthorn East 
Start: 12.30 p.m. 
 

Our Christmas in July lunch will be held at the Pavilion at the Auburn 
Hotel.  It is a new addition to the hotel and was formerly the service 
building for Peugeot so has some charm. 
 

It is bright, comfortable and modern.  The menu is varied but has selected items for $20.00 available by 
viewing the QR code.  The main menu is very innovative with prices approx $35.00.  You can pay 
individually at the bar or on the QR code. 
 

Parking is two hours around the venue, but parking for longer is in Rathmines Street and some other 
streets which involves a walk.  Some might find it easier to catch the train as the station is opposite the 
hotel. 
 

Please let me know if you are interested in attending as I have already made a booking. 
 

Co-ordinator: Lucy  
 

MONTHLY MEETING 

OUTINGS 



 

PLAYS 

Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

Five plays have again been scheduled for this year. Below Are the dates 
etc. for your Diary/calendar. All dates will be for the Saturday 2.00 pm 
Matinee performance. 

 

Lovesong by George Werther on Saturday 6th July 

Little Women – the musical by Allen Knee on Saturday 7th September 
True Minds by Dexter Bourke on Saturday 9th November 
 

William and Margaret will share forty years of marriage, with moments of joy, but 
also much sadness. In this poignant and moving play we see them in both their 
optimistic and joyful younger years, as well as in their latter years, as they 
experience both happy memories and regrets. BAFTA awardee Abi Morgan has 
created a play touching on “magical realism” as ‘Bill’ and ‘Maggie’ intertwine 
poetically and musically with their younger selves in the home and garden in which 
they have always lived. British Theatre Guide described Lovesong as “A really 
beautiful, tender work … an unforgettable, elegiac drama”. This will be the 
premiere, non-professional staging of this very special play. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET WENDY LUPTON KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, 
BY NO LATER THAN SUNDAY 28Th JUNE 2024. FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE VERY WELCOME. 
  

Co-ordinator: Wendy 

 

 

  
 

 

 

A photo of books donated, from our lovely Club member's, to the 
WATERLINE LIBRARY. Thank you everyone.   
                                                                                                                    Julie  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

Co-Ordiantor: Lene  
 

 

                                                                                                                        
 

DATE NAME 

17th June Eileen 

15th July Noela 

19th August Wendy 

16th September Neva 

21st October Lucy 

18th November Julie 

    

WATERLINE LIBRARY 

 MORNING TEA ROSTER 


