For Events please
deposit amount into
Probus Account with
reference:
‘yournameEvent’
(Space for 18 letters
available.)

Payments for events
may be made through
Bendigo Bank

BSB: 633000 1525
84124

Probus Secretary:
Michael

Probus Treasurer:
Angela

Welfare Officer:
Maureen

Anything you would
like to put into the
newsletter? Please
send to editor:
Marian

As the incoming president of our Probus club, on behalf of
the members, | would like to thank the outgoing committee
members for their work and welcome the new incumbents. My
aim is to maintain the friendly atmosphere created at the
club, as well as involve all members in any decisions to

expand membership and activities.

| look forward to working with the committee and club ,'

members.

| wish you all a safe and relaxing Easter period.

Stay safe and well.
Cheers,

2024 AGM

Wendy

Election of Committee Members & Selection of Other Holders of
Responsibilities for 2024-2025

COMMITTEE POSITIONS

OTHER NON-COMMITTEE

POSITIONS
President Wendy Membership Officer | Graham
Vice-President Michael Welfare Officer Maureen
Secretary Michael Speakers’ Notes Janet
Treasurer Angela Morning Tea Roster | Lene
Speakers Noela & Jenny Assistant Outings Jenny

Co-ordinator

Bulletin Editor Marian Web site Michael
Outings Co-ordinator | Lucy

INTEREST GROUPS
Bi-Monthly Walks Julie
Palace Cinema vacant
Malvern Theatre Michael
Post Monthly Meetings’ | Sue
Lunches
Special Activities Angela & Graham




WATERLINE LIBRARY

The Coronet Bay Community Library is housed in the General Store, Cutty Sak Road, Coronet
Bay. VIC 3984. It is a small volunteer library service established over two years ago when
funding cuts caused the cessation of the mobile library service. This community library is a
recognized part of the Waterline Library Service.

The Community Library consists of fiction and non-fiction books and DVDs, for both adults and
children. All items are donated and the borrowing is brisk.

The community has increased in the last couple of years and so has use of the library. The
need for further reading material is great.

If you have any books that you no longer require, they would be greatly appreciated by the
locals

Thank you to members who have already contributed item.
Co-ordinator: Julie

Please look up our new and expanded Webpage!

The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is:
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined

Our website has now been up and running for a few months. Michael, our
secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our website and ensuring it is
kept current.

If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com Feed back is very welcome. It's your web site not the
committee’s.

Michael
GUEST SPEAKER F ...
'

On the 18th March 2024, Carole Woods gave our Probus Group a talk from
her book Vera Deakin and the Red Cross

On Monday 18th March we were treated to a most interesting talk by author :
Carole Woods OAM, whom is a Fellow and honorary secretary of the Royal &
Historical Society of Victoria. For seven years she chaired the judges’ panel of |
the Victorian Community History Awards. Her book Vera Deakin and the Red

Cross was published by the Royal Historical Society of Victoria in 2020. 7

Menin Gate at Midnight

Carole Woods started her talk by explaining the
industrial scale of the slaughter of soldiers in the
First World War (1914-18). This led to a need to the
search for information and the bodies of thousands
of missing soldiers. Army authorities struggled to
cope with the volume of letters from families
requesting more details about their loved ones.
Vera Deakin was born 1891 and was the daughter of Alfred Deakin, Australia’s
second prime minister, whom was in office three times. Her mother was Pattie
Deakin. From her parents and her school, Melbourne Church of England Grammar
School, she developed a strong sense of social responsibility. She also shared the
patriotic fervour of dual loyalties to both Australia and the Empire that was common
to many Australians at that time. She went to Budapest in 1914 to study music.

Laatay tergegs diteemad
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Alexander Heinemann
Vera’s music teacher
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After the outbreak of the First World War, she observed troops training in the Austrian Tyrol, and she
felt a strong desire to serve her country and the Empire in the war. At that time the Australian
government employed only nurses in the war effort. Vera was very frustrated by this. After returning to
Australia, she joined the Red Cross in Victoria. Her sister’s brother-in-law, Norman Brookes, was the
Australian Red Cross Commissioner in Egypt. He encouraged her to go to Cairo. Her father opposed
her going but she had the support of her mother. Vera was accompanied by her friend, Winifred
Johnson.

Immediately she arrived in Cairo in October 1915 she became the founding secretary of the Australian
Red Cross Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau, an organisation devoted to finding information on
behalf of the relatives of Australian soldiers who had gone missing or been wounded or killed during
the war, particularly at Gallipoli. She was given a list of names by Lady Barker from the British Red
Cross headquarters in London. In 1916 the Cairo Bureau shifted its operations to London and the
British and Australian lists were combined. The AIF did not always view Vera's work as favourably as
might have been expected, because grieving relatives, who were unsatisfied with military explanations,
came to regard the Bureau as more helpful. It was peopled by mainly male volunteer searchers. The
Bureau grew in size until it was dealing with up to 25,000 requests for information a year. They also
had requests from French families. In many cases a bond between the families and those in the
Bureau whom helped them became very strong. One example of this was the case of Stanley ‘Sunny
Jim’ Johnson.

Vera had considerable leadership and organisational skills. By 1917 she was managing 60 staff,
including agents in Britain, France and Belgium. The Bureau created 32,000 files for individual soldiers
and issued 40,000 responses. In 1918, she was awarded an OBE aged 26.

Through her work with the Bureau, she met Thomas White, an army officer whom had recently
escaped from Turkish captivity, and the couple married in 1920.

They had four daughters, but in the 1930s, Vera again took up a more active role in philanthropic
activities. She maintained her involvement in the Red Cross and was the Victorian divisional
commandant (1938-45) and was also national vice-chairman at various times until the mid-1960s.
During the Second World War she reactivated the Wounded and Missing Inquiry Bureau. Vera was
made a life member of the Red Cross in 1945. She also served on the management committee of the
Children's Hospital and became a life governor in 1949.

As well, she was the inaugural chairman of the Committee for Music in Mental Hospitals, the inaugural
president of the Anzac Fellowship of the Women of Victoria, and the president the Victorian Society for
Crippled Children and Adults, between 1961 and 1965. Between 1951-56 she lived in London when
her husband was the Australian High Commissioner.

Widowed in 1957, Vera Deakin died on 9th August 1978 at South Yarra.

She is considered to have been more influential than any other | '
individual in the development of the Australian Red Cross.

Carole Woods’ book Vera Deakin and the Red Cross is available P; Toll
from the Shrine of Remembrance and the Royal Historical N
Society of Victoria.

ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA
https.//www.historyvictoria.org.au/product/vera-deakin-and-the-red-
woods/

- formed us that there will be a display at the Shrine of Remembrance, after Easter, of Vera
Deakin-White’s memorabilia, hopefully including her medals.

Jennifer


https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/

BOOK CLUB
THE BANDIT QUEENS by Parini Shroff. 26/02/2024

When an Indian woman is suspected of murdering her husband, a series of often
humorous but equally disturbing events, keeps the local villagers busy on a merry-go-
round of gossip and suspicion that finally corrupts the not so innocent whom also
dispose of their husbands (aka removing your own nose-ring). Complicit in the revenge
of past scores they become efficient murderesses without raising the suspicion of the
local constabulary.

,’h ‘5\ Colourful and rich in description the author presents a sobering and realistic picture of a
patriarchal society where the caste system pervades all expectations and women need
both guile and imagination to overcome their disadvantage. Labelled as “a darkly
irreverent and feminist revenge thriller”, it has sobering as well as a laugh out loud
moments. Overall, the group enjoyed the read and the insights it provided on Indian
society, womanhood, social injustice and second chances. Score: 8.

Next Book Club selection is:
The Happiest Man on Earth,
by Eddie Jaku. See p.9




WALKS
TOWN AND COUNTRY TO KUCHI KEW

FRIDAY 1 ST MARCH :
The first day of autumn was the occasion for our walk, and what a lovely day it was. Fgi
The walk along the Anniversary Trail to High Street, Kew, was a lovely sunny stroll }'"“ ;
and the early start meant we escaped the hotter weather of 28 degrees predicted for & &

the day. Our pit-stop at Kuchi was greatly enjoyed by six of our members, especially §
the salmon quiche!

AGABDEN. GALLERY,

After our pit-stop we continued on to The Gallery Nursery and spent some time looking at the amazing
range of plants they have in store. Several members purchased balloon flowers!
A very pleasant start to autumn.

FROG HOLLOW TO FORDHAM MILK BAR

THURSDAY 14 TH MARCH

Four members met at Frog Hollow and were joined by another
regular walker to our group. The walk to Fordham Milk Bar
was a new walk. We followed Fordham Avenue to the Golf
Links Estate and admired the old houses set in gardens
containing many beautiful established plants. (The Golf Links
Estate was the original Riversdale Golf Course that was
broken up and subdivided in 1927 with the allotments built and
occupied by 1938).

. |

At Fordham Milk Bar we were joined by another of our
members. The six of us thoroughly enjoyed our pit-
stop. The corn fritters were delicious!
We took the short return along Fordham Avenue.
Another great walk.

Julie.



PLAY
The Lifespan of a Fact, by Jeremy, David Murrell and Gordon Farrell (2018).
Staged by the Malvern Theatre Company.

Do facts get in the way of a good story, or vice versa? Can poetic licence be taken
too far? Do we get fake news or misinformation, or can we trust that we get the
truth? Questions something like these seem to form the basis of this play from the ,
USA, seen by eight Deepdene Probus members at the Saturday matinee on t-J-«-u’(;‘kv"
Saturday 2nd March. Although it covers a serious topic, the play is entertaining and s SR Farvel
quite comedic at times. Ovecns by Ostoah Fathe

108 FIMRUARY %0 It MARCH 2004
The play is apparently virtually autobiographical and is based on a book of the same name by John
D’Agata and Jim Fingal, which describes an actual dilemma they faced with an essay D’Agata wrote and
Fingal fact-checked several years ago. They become characters in the book and the play. In the play,
John D’Agata has written an important and thought-provoking essay (not an article, he stresses), about
the suicide of a teenager in a descriptive, literary and flowing style. Because it describes a real event, the
editor of the magazine whom is going to publish the story, Emily Penrose, asks new and eager graduate
Jim Fingal to “fact-check” it before publication. This should not take long, but Jim is nothing if not pedantic.
He does not even get beyond the first line before he “has” to fly from New York to Las Vegas to raise his
concerns with D’Agata in person. Emily Penrose takes the same trip to act as a mediator of sorts. The
matter is discussed energetically and entertainingly, but | am not sure whether fact or truth-stretching won
in the end!

The play was relatively short at just over an hour, without an interval. Luckily, the theatre laid on warm
drinks and chocolate biscuits for us to enjoy as we discussed the play afterwards.

The next play will be The Glass Menagerie, a classic play by
Tennessee Williams. Do join us on Saturday 11th May at 2:00 pm for
another great Malvern Theatre production.

Janet



Annual General Meeting

We would like thank Jenny for her two years of service as Presient of our Club. Well done Jenny and we
hope you enjoy your new role as Assistant Outings Co-ordinator.

An enormous thankyou and well done to Richard whom stepped down from his role as Treasurer at the
AGM. From his (and Jill's) inception of our Club to now, some 10 years (established: June 2014),
Richard has illustrated his committment to our Probus Club. His guidance, meticulous record keeping and
reference lists have been invaluable. A deserved rest that is well earned. Bravo Richard.

As an expression of our thanks, Richard was presented with an Honorary Life Membeship of the
Deepdene Combined Probus Club, by our outgoing President Jenny.

Marian




s‘ii% Deepdene Combined Probus Club

- MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS
Coming up.........
BOOK CLUB
Book for March (Lene) A Wi seioot e Kb ol gl

Nindness and hage b e Sarbet of places

The Happiest Man on Earth

by Eddie Jaku

Date- 25th March @ 11.00 a.m.
Venue -- The Baker & Me

Book for April (Leslie)
Lessons in Chemistry

by Bonnie Garmus

Date- 22nd April @ 11.00 a.m.
Venue -- The Baker & Me

\
Book for May (Wendy) Ihc Happlc
No Hearts of Gold
by Jackie French Man on Earth

Date- 27th May @ 11.00 a.m. EDDIE JAKU
Venue -- The Baker & Me

Coordinator: Neva

MOVIES

PALACE CINEMA BALWYN -GOLDEN YEARS SCREENING @ 11.00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 27" MARCH

These outings to the 11.00 a.m. Wednesday Golden
Years screenings, on the 4th Wednesday of the month,
will continue on an informal basis — book your own ticket
and arrange any lunch afterwards among yourselves.

“WICKED LITTLE LETTERS” follows two neighbours: one a deeply conservative
local the other a rowdy Irish migrant. Following a national uproar the Irish lady is
accused of and tried for sending out abusive and profane letters to other members of
the community. However, as the town’s women - led by a lady Police Officer - begin

to investigate the crime themselves, they suspect that something is amiss, and that WAETLE

the Irish lady may not be the culprit after all. LETTERS

The film is set in a 1920’s English seaside town and runs for approximately 100 minutes.

For your diary/calendar the indicative Golden Years dates for the rest
of 2024 are: March 27th, April 24th, May 22nd, June 26th, July 24th,
August 21st, September 25th, October 23rd and November 27th.
Michael

WALKING GROUP

THURSDAY 11 TH APRIL (SHORT WALK, 3km)

Meet: Car park at the back of the Bennettswood Bowling Club on Station Street, Box Hill South
Entrance to the car park is almost opposite Boardman Close on Station Street. (Make sure you park in
the area allocated to the Gardeners Creek walk and not the Bowling Club. Parking is limited so if
possible car pool)

Start: 10.30 am




ROUTE: GARDNERS CREEK TRAIL WALK & BOX HILL GOLF COURSE for LUNCH

For the most part, this is a gravel surface walk.

Please note that you will need to inform me via email or text if you are participating in the luncheon at
Box Hill Golf Course as a booking is required.

Co-ordinator: Julie

MONTHLY MEETING

Monday 15th April, 2024, from 10.00 a.m. with meeting commencing at
10.30 a.m.

Guest: Edita Mujkic¢

Topic: Leaving Sarajevo and uniting her family in England before migration to
Australia.

Five plays have again been scheduled for this year. Below Are the dates
etc. for your Diary/calendar. All dates will be for the Saturday 2.00 pm

Matinee performance. ﬂ“?' =
'izﬁ ... 2%

The Glass Menagerie by Barry O’Neill on Saturday 11th May .
Lovesong by George Werther on Saturday 6th July

Little Women — the musical by Allen Knee on Saturday 7th September
True Minds by Dexter Bourke on Saturday 9th November

steeped in a family’s hopes and pain. The family members are caught between a |
somewhat make-believe world of the past and the realities of their current situation.
It's a semi-autobiographical play that examines the dreams and disappointments
that ebb and flow in a portrayal of a family at odds with itself and reality

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET MICHAEL HILLS KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
BY EMAILING HIM AT deepdeneprobus@gmail.com BY NO LATER THAN SUNDAY 5th MAY 2024.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE VERY WELCOME.

Co-ordinator: Michael
E: deepdeneprobus@gmail.com



https://hawkeyebooks.com.au/edita-mujkic/
mailto:deepdeneprobus@gmail.com
mailto:deepdeneprobus@gmail.com

March: Thursday 21st at 10.30.a.m.

Outing: Trip to Blue Lotus Waterlily Gardens, Yarra Junction, 3797.
Lunch at garden café.

Blue Lotus Waterlily Gardens

March: Thursday 21st at 10.30am Blue Lotus Waterlily Gardens, 2628 Warburton Highway, _f o O
Yarra Junction, 3797. g

This is not a structured outing so you can arrive when you wish and wander about at your leisure. Itis a
date | made for those of us who always wanted to go but never got there, so now you can make a
commitment.

It's probably best to carpool where possible and you can organise the lifts among yourselves as to what is
most convenient for you. Entrance fee is $22.00 for seniors on presentation of the appropriate card.

The gardens comprise of numerous lagoons of flowering waterlilies, meandering paths, shady pavilions
and colourful flower beds. You can bring your own lunch or buy it at the Cafe which has recently been
revamped and has a tempting array of food and drink. There is also a gift shop.

| think you will have an enjoyable few hours admiring nature at her most colourful.

I'll have a form for those who want to attend. Not for organisational purposes but for the insurance
Probus cover us for on these outings. This means | will need to know who the drivers are and who they
are giving lifts to.

April: Wednesday 17th at 12.30 p.m.
Outing: Lunch @ Hofbrduhaus, Market Lane,
City. A traditional German meal.

Visit to: Chinese Heritage Museum

Lunch: Hofbrauhaus, 18-28 Market Lane, Melbourne - followed by an
optional visit to the Chinese Heritage Museum, 22 Cohen Place, Melbourne. _,

Join us for a multi-cultural afternoon in the city.

A reservation has been made in the name of "Lucy" at The Hofbrauhaus, a
German traditional restaurant, for 12 people on the above date. You order |
and pay for your own food and drinks. The Hofbrauhaus has been around
for decades and most of us would have experienced it in our youth when we '~
had limited choice of exotic food.

| have an example of the menu, including the cheaper Express Lunch for $19.00-$22.00 per plate. The
restaurant can be reached by the 109 tram and just a short walk into Bourke Street, then to Market Lane.

For those interested, the Chinese Heritage Museum is nearby in Cohen Place, just over Little Bourke
Street. This costs $10.50 per person if using a concession. The museum is five storeys high and a lift is
available. It takes 40-50 mins to go through. We can have a guided tour if a minimum of 10 people are
interested but | have to book the guide prior to the day.

Let me know if you are coming and I'll add you to the list. Should be a fun day.

Co-ordinator: Lucy



Annual Fees 2024-2025

As mentioned in February’s Bulletin Annual Membership fees for the coming year remain unchanged
at $XX.00 per member. They will be payable — credited to the Club’s Bank Account before 26th April,
2024. — so that we can pay our annual fees to Probus South Pacific no later than the end of April.

In line with what is now common practice in many small community-based organisations as well as
keeping all administration tasks as simple as possible, we will no longer be issuing individual invoices/
membership renewals.

All you need to do is to transfer the $XX.00 into our bank account with , #HH#HEHHEH
with the reference “SurnameFees” via electronic banking or getting your bank to arrange a transfer on
your behalf.

For those members who are hesitant about using electronic banking, or prefer to pay in cash, why not
give it a go. Despite much of the press commentary the process is no riskier than in the days when
cheques were used. All the information you send off to your bank is heavily encrypted. To decode the
information requires very high-level skills in maths and/or access to highly sophisticated computer
programs.

After payment, please send the Treasurer (Angela) a quick email telling them your fees have been
paid.

Michael
Secretary
DATE NAME
April 15th Jenny W
May 20th Jenny Mc
June 17th Eileen
July 15th Noela
August 19th Wendy
September 16th Neva
October 21st Lucy
November 18th Julie

Tick Tock, Tick Tock, don’t forget to turn back the clock!

Daylight Savings Time Ends on Sunday 7th April, 2024

This is a reminder to turn your clocks BACK one hour for the end of the 2023/2024
daylight saving period on Sunday 7th April 2023.




