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           Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

 

Can you believe it, but we are halfway through the year. I 
am finding as I get older life can pass you by in the blink of 
an eye. All the more reason to make the most of everyday, 
get out and enjoy new and old experiences, family and 
friends. Check out the Probus diary to see what is available 
to you. Thank you to our members who have planned these 
activities. If you have any suggestions that may interest club 
members please let us know. 
 
Welcome to Dianne and Jackie who are potential new 
members. We look forward to you both enjoying our friendly 
club. 
 

Our move to St Aidan’s was not as smooth as I had 
envisaged. Our club was not informed that a Probus 
ambassador, John Pennicott, was attending to do a 
‘health check’ on the club. Therefore it impacted on the 
time available for Cheryl Pane’s presentation which was 
unfortunate. I look forward to John’s feedback. 
 
Stay safe, healthy and warm. 
 

 
Cheers, 
                         Wendy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please look up our new and expanded Webpage! 
 
The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is: 
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined   

 
Our website has now been up and running for a few months. Michael our 
secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our website and ensuring it is 
kept current.  
 
If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com  Feed back is very welcome. It’s your web site not 
the committee’s. 

Michael  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For Events please 
deposit amount into 
Probus Account with 
reference: 
‘yournameEvent’ 
(Space for 18 letters 
available.) 
 
Payments for events 
may be made 
through Bank 
 
 
  
 
Probus Secretary: 
Michael  
 
 
 
Probus Treasurer: 
Angela  
 
 
 
Welfare Officer: 
Maureen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anything you would 
like to put into the 
newsletter? Please 
send to editor:  
Marian  
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An appeal for your once loved novels…….. 

WATERLINE LIBRARY 
 
The Coronet Bay Community Library is housed in the General Store, Cutty Sak Road, Coronet 
Bay. VIC 3984. It is a small volunteer library service established over two years ago when 
funding cuts caused the cessation of the mobile library service. This community library is a 
recognized part of the Waterline Library Service. 
 
The Community Library consists of fiction and non-fiction books and DVDs, for both adults and 
children. All items are donated and the borrowing is brisk. 
 
The community has increased in the last couple of years and so has use of the library. The 
need for further reading material is great. 
 
If you have any books that you no longer require, they would be greatly appreciated by the 
locals 
 
Thank you to members who have already contributed item. 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER    

Our guest speaker on the 17
th

 June was Cheryl Payne whom spoke of: 
Upskilling the Kindergarten Teachers in Fiji and Samoa (Part II). 
 
On Monday 17th June 2024, we enjoyed a ‘take two’ talk by speaker, 
Cheryl Payne, whom gave us an insight into her work in Fiji and Samoa, over 
the period 2009 to 2014. Cheryl worked 2 ½ years in each country as both a teacher 
herself and as an educator of local teachers. Today’s talk was mostly about Samoa. 
 
Cheryl, again, wore a flower over her right ear (the position denoting “unavailability”, as she is married), 
and brought many colourful and interesting items for us to admire. She began her talk by greeting us 
with “Bula” (Hello in Fijian) and “Talofa” (Hello in Samoan). 
 Cheryl grew up on a farm near Bendigo and trained as a kindergarten teacher in Kew (Melbourne). 
She joined the Box Hill TAFE as a teacher of early childhood development in 1996.She was seconded 
to the Australia Pacific Training Coalition (APTC) having campuses in Nadi, Fiji (HQ), Vanuatu, Samoa, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Timor Leste with contact staff in Tuvalu, Kiribati, Tonga, and 
Nauru. 
Cheryl worked in Nadi, Fiji from February 2009 to June 2011 then 
joined the Melbourne APTC office. Arrived in Apia, Samoa in July 
2012where she introduced and taught an early childhood course, until 
illness (Chikungunya) forced the end of her contract in December 
2014. 
She has reskilled over 200 students from nine different countries: Fiji, 
Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu, Kiribati, Tuvalu, the Federate States of 
Micronesia, Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea.  
 
 Housing and Classrooms 

Cheryl was accompanied by her (retired) husband, Simon, during her 
Pacific sojourns and supplied with pleasant apartment accommodation. 
He was not allowed to work so took on the role as house-husband. They 
had a nice apartment to live in. 
Many students lived in rural villages and students, from other countries 
who came to Fiji or Samoa, were housed in hostel accommodation, paid 
for by APTC. Houses were an open style and most had no walls but a 
breezeway. Very basic styles, many had no running water, so water 
sourced from tanks and local river stream. You had to boil all water before 
use. Water-borne diseases were very common and many skin conditions 
e.g. boils etc., Cheryl suffered herself with persistent boils.  

Insects and geckoes in homes spreading germs. In Cheryl’s home they shared the ‘joy’ of living with 
geckoes; i.e. it was very difficult. They ran around the whole house, ceilings included, being very noisy 
and would messily defecate everywhere and on everything.  



In Fiji Cheryl shared a large air-conditioned 
classroom with several other training groups 
(hospitality, First Aid, tourism, etc) but she 
mainly had sole use of this large classroom. 
There was running water for art etc. In Samoa 
she taught in what had been a small two-storey 
family home, converted for classroom use. We 
created a children’s playground in the garden 
area. Cheryl was able to use this building for a 
weekly playgroup also, which the students 
would help to manage for assessment 
purposes. 

 
Whilst there they experienced a cyclone which 
did massive damage. 
 

People 
The three Pacific Island values embraced are Faith, Family and Music (they have a passion for Rugby 
too). There are very low wages for many people. Local wages were very low; 
$2.00 or $3.00 per hour, working 12 to 14 hour days. Projects like APTC are highly sought-after with 
wages are always higher and provide status for the family if they have a member employed on the 
project (overseas funding). The traditional (often violent) demands of giving and receiving in the family, 
obedience to parents and elders and “proper behaviour” sometimes presented a challenge to Cheryl in 
dealing with and helping her students. The careful and subtle encouragement of positive reinforcement 
of “good” or tolerant behaviour in the face of racial tension, family violence and punishment was only 
partly successful. 
Teachers used corporal punishment methods in the class room when Cheryl first arrived. A ‘stick’ was 
seen in each classroom and the use of ear-flicking, which is very painful. This was eradicated while 
Cheryl (program) was there however it appears that ear-flicking may have been reinstated since APTC 
has departed. 

The floor is often used for resting, in 
the classroom, airports, in shops, 
queues, bus stops etc. 
Buses were mostly windowless. They 
had canvas blinds which could be 
lowered to protect you from torrential 
rain (not very effective). Many students 
might wake at 4.00 a.m. and travel for 
 2 ½ hours to be at class by 8.30 a.m. for a 2 ½ hour class. Very long 
days, as students would the go onto their normal working day before 

 or after classes. Cheryl and her staff had their own work car, which they all shared. When taking 
students on outing Cheryl tried the use buses with glass windows.  
Cheryl and her staff had their own car, which they all shared. When taking students on outing Cheryl 
tried the use buses with glass windows. 
Many students might wake at 4.00 a.m. and travel for 2 ½ hours to be at class by 8.30 a.m. for a 2 ½ 
hour class. Very long days, as students would the go onto their normal working day before or after 
classes. 
People move very slowly due to heat and the conditions of the roads and footpaths. Lying on graves, 
often in front of houses, or in cemeteries, especially on a Sunday is common as it brings you closer to 
loved ones and ancestors. 
White Sunday, the second Sunday in October, is widely celebrated 
across the pacific. Children are dressed in new white clothing. They 
perform dances, do readings, act and afterwards are rewarded with a 
feast after the church service. 
Remittance is sent back home from Islanders working overseas, to help 
them families. 
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 Create a SECRET atmosphere together: the six F’s 
Wherever you are living, working or playing, strive to foster and enjoy a secret atmosphere. 
Shared Responsibilites - Felagolagomai/Galulur Faatasi 
Encouragement – Fa’amalosiau 
Co-operation – Fa’amaopopo 
Respect – Fefa’aaloaloai 
Equality – Fa’atutusa uma tagata 
Trust – Fa’atuatuaina 
 
Students 
Students all received a study allowance and if required, extra travel and accommodation costs which 
were paid by the Australian Government. This was distributed by the administration staff but 
occasionally Cheryl had to perform this task. Students lined up for it in February, 2009, in Fiji, Cheryl’s 
classes at first were all Fijians. Approximately half were Indo-Fijian and half Indigenous Fijians (ie: all 
Fijian nationals). Similarly in Samoa the students were all Samoan in the first course run there in 2012. 
Later students from other Pacific countries were included in the classes, which appeared to decrease 
racial tension. Unfortunately, some bullying and racial tensions came with some students from home but 
was not usually carried into the classroom. Cheryl recounted an incident (Kiribati) where she was called 
to intervene in an out-of-school-hours fist-fight between two of her students (both 40 yr old women) 
resulting in broken teeth, fractured nose and facial bruising. 
 
Local Kindergartens in both countries hosted other Pacific Islanders. Many close friendships formed and 
many continue to this day. Cheryl receives many Facebook messages from her ex-students and a few 
local staff, which she greatly cherishes. 
 
Clothing, Uniforms and Customs 

Students were given two Polo shirts each upon acceptance into 
the course, to wear to class and work placement. In both 
countries Cheryl needed to wear a dress or skirt in villages as 
culturally pants/trousers were not acceptable clothing. For 
lectures the staff wore Polo shirts. In the classroom they wore 
colourful, often matching, uniforms. 

They often had to take our own kava to the less fortunate villages as the 
Kava 
 ceremony was part of the traditional welcome. This was done in a 
community, open style building. 

One Cultural day in Samoa the local students 
bestowed upon Cheryl the honour of dressing up as 
a Taupou (village maiden/virgin). She had to perform 
a local dance as part of the ceremonial tradition. 
Most embarrassing. She is NOT a dancer! 
Dressing up for Book Week was a highlight, coming 
as The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 
The costumes made by Keri (assistant teacher) won 
first prize. They caught the Minister for Educations 
(Samoa) eye. He invited them to tour Samoa with 
him for the week to help promote Book Week. 
Overnight he sourced a copy of The Very Hungry  

Caterpillar in Samoan and the book was read at every school and town 
visited in both Samoan and English, with the ladies ‘in costume’. It was the 
highlight of Book Week and also reported in newspaper.  
They took students on Excursions to two museums. For all of them this 
was a first. 
Tattoos are very common and an entrenched tradition. 
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Students work placements 
In the classroom we supported the creation of 
teaching recourses, so used sewing machines, 
laminators, book binding machines and many 
craft materials. Emphasis was very much on 
basic health and safety. First Aid training and 
certification. The creation of Tippy Taps to 
ensure each person washed their hands in 
clean water. 
During observational/assessment visits, Cheryl 
was able to ascertain the circumstances of the 
Kindergartens and available/suitable 
resources. They were often greeted with a 
Kava ceremony and departed with “thank you’ 
gifts of fruit and vegetables and even roast 
piglets. The local APTC Office staff waited 
patiently to share in the gifts. 
Students were hosted by local Kindergartens. 
Strong bonds were formed, resources and 
languages shared, many similar words across 
the Pacific Islands. Some kindergartens were 
extremely well resourced by the village 
members. The Chief would source funds often 
from overseas or local businesses, 
organizations or churches or family members. 
Kinder staff members would sew their own 
uniforms, to foster the sense of belonging and 
professionalism. 
 

Religion, Customs, Celebrations and Food 
Christianity is the dominant religion in Fiji and Samoa but still, sadly, there is a high incidence of family 
violence and incest. 
Specific traditions surround funerals and the collection of money and gifts 
to attendees afterwards. Funerals are huge and can cost from $30,000 to 
$40,000. People give gifts of money and lengths of fabric (to wrap around 
coffin) to the bereaved family. There is much food cooked and served. 
People congregate around the open coffin, smiling, having their photos 
taken with the deceased. Then grieving family are then expected the 
send gifts to all the guest whom attended the funeral. When one of 
Cheryl’s students died as per custom the class attendees were sent 24 
frozen chickens and 24 cans of corned beef, flown in from New Zealand. 
The president of Vanuatu attended this funeral also. He came with some 
army officers. They dug the grave site in front of everyone, lowered the 
coin into the ground the backfilled the grave. 
In Samoa many ministers wives (Faletua) enrolled in APTC courses to enhance their role to support their 
husbands as Pastors. If the Pastor’s wife dies he is given three months, by the congregation, to find a 
‘new’ wife. If he is unsuccessful at this he4 may be given a small extension of time. 
Meals at functions, and in the home, me4n eat first, then woman and lastly the children. The only 
exception is on White Sunday when children eat first. To eat, they all sit on the floor and use their finger/
hands, especially the Indo-Fijians. 
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Other items of interest 
Many Pacific Islands have a third gender. In Samoa they are called Fa’afafine, or 
Fa’afatam; men who are raised and identify as female (meaning “in the way of a 
woman”). This is not necessarily linked with their sexual orientation but they dress 
like the opposite gender and act in the traditional manner of that gender. Cheryl 
taught several in her classes and they had one staff member who took transition 
further, having hormone treatment and some surgery in New Zealand. She would 
love to come out and perform dances for everyone, with no need of encouragement. . 

A building worth visiting is the Baha’i Temple in 
Samoa, set in lush gardens. The choir singing from 
the dome was magnificent; all acapella. Scottish 
novelist Robert Louis Stevenson lived in Samoa for 
four years as treatment for his tuberculosis. His 
beautiful home, previously built for a Bank Manager, 
is now a museum. Stevenson is buried on an hilltop 
in Samoa. He is highly revered by the locals. 

Land in the Pacific is rarely sold. It is passed down from one generation to the next. Areas around the 
home are called compounds and are highly precious to the. 
The train passed by Cheryl’s kindergarten twice a week. With some negotiating the train was organised 
to stop at the kinder, passengers would alight and the children would come out to perform a brief 
concert. A donation /appreciation bucket would be passed around at the end of the performance. All 
currencies accepted! This was how the kinder fundraised. The passengers would reboard the train and 
head off again. 
Cheryl attended a National Early Childhood Conference (ECE) in Suva in 2011 and she invited to 
speak about APTC. It was a unique opportunity to meet the most revered leaders of Fiji ECE. They had 
already adopted an ECE curriculum, funded by the Australian Government. 
APTC had training restaurants in each country and our students enjoyed a meal there with staff. A real 
treat. Prices were reasonable as they did not need to pay staff (trainee chiefs or hospitality students) 
serving us. 
Before each class in both countries, the students sang a hymn and said a prayer. It 
was permitted during the first five minutes of class time but often whet a bit over time. 
The Australian Mint manufactures coins and bank notes for Fiji, Samoa and other 
Pacific Island countries: Fiji, Samoa, Tuvalu & Kiribati. 
For Cheryl, the lowlights, including the missing of family members, friends, cyclones, 
unreliable services, inappropriate use of resources, and some students and teachers 
who reverted to bullying and other inappropriate teaching methods. The difficulty for both her and 
Simon to adjust to a new country each time they moved. By far the worst was contracting the mosquito-
borne disease Chikungunga. The hardest thing was settling back in once the returned from 
permanently living overseas .Sadly early childhood courses are no longer being taught by APTC at 
present as Government funding was cut. 
The highlights of her “tours of duty” included the opportunity to go to the Pacific Islands, her family’s 
support and her husband’s presence, and witnessing the personal and professional growth of many of 
her students, including her dressmaking friend (Keri) who became a tutor and another graduate who 
had a job created for him in his own country. The positions Cheryl held have now all been taken up by 
locals, a very satisfactory outcome, and the ultimate aim of the program. And past students forming the 
Samoan Early Childhood Association 
Thank you for your interesting ‘take two’ talk today Cheryl, on your time in Samoa. 

Marian 
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MOVIE 
The Three Musketeers – D’Artagnan (Part 1) 
 
On Wednesday, May 22nd, three Probus members plus a guest , namely Noela, 
Julie, Neva and guest, saw the latest The Three Musketeers movie. 
The Three Musketeers – D’Artagnan (Part 1), is a recent remake of Alexandre 
Dumas’ famous novel set in 1672 France.  It is a lavish, expensive production with 
beautiful costuming and jewellery, set in amazing locations, one of which includes the 
Palace of Versailles.  

Much of the film follows 
the original novel with 
added contemporary 
touches such as 
humour, romance, 
palace intrigue and 
entertaining sword play. 
D’Artagnan - Part 1 will 
be followed by the 
continuing story in 
 

 Milady - Part 2, which has been programmed to show during Wednesday, week 2 and 3, in the Seniors 
Savers time of 11.00 a.m. 
Personally, I cannot wait to come back for the completion of the story, and to enjoy again the action and 
beauty of this production. 

Neva  
 

WALKS 
 
THURSDAY MAY 23

RD
 

HAYS PADDOCK 
Three members turned up for our walk and despite the 
forecast for showers we managed the walk without getting 
wet! The walking path at Hay’s Paddock has been newly 
dressed and the playground renewal is well under way and 
due to be completed mid 2024. We all agreed that the 
installations looked very impressive and catered for children 
of all ages and abilities. 
Our pit-stop was at Kuche and we were met by another 
member to enjoy a well earned hot cuppa and something 
delicious to eat! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
What we have done…. 
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WEDNESDAY JUNE 12

TH
 

VICTORIA PARK TO WILLSMERE 
A rugged up group of three set out from Victoria Park to walk to Willsmere 
Shopping Centre. It was definitely a day for umbrellas, beanies and gloves. We 
were relatively lucky and managed to avoid any heavy downpour. Our walk 
was very picturesque and covered laneways, part of the Anniversary Trail and 
the Connor Street Dog Off Leash Area.  
Our pit-stop was at Ora Kew where we sat outside and enjoyed a chat and a 
hot morning tea. Bliss! 
We arrived back at Victoria Park, damp but not drenched. A long, but very 
invigorating walk of over 8000 steps. Well done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Julie  

 

BOOK CLUB                                                                                                         
 
No Hearts of Gold by Jackie French 
On Monday 27th May 10 Probus Book Club members met to discuss “No Hearts of 
Gold” by Jackie French, an Australian author. Interestingly Jackie is dyslexic but 
has written many books of various genres from children’s books to gardening 
books. This book is a fictional novel set in the 1850’s in colonial Australia. 

 
As always each member presented their thoughts on the book 
scoring it a value out of ten. Values ranged from 8.0 to 10.0 
taking into account the style of writing, storyline and 
characterisation of the participants. 
 
 A lively discussion followed comparing living conditions in 
the 1850’s to today’s climate and the role of women in 
society. 
 
Another enjoyable morning for those in attendance. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

 
June’s book is: Go As a River, by Shelly Read. 
Meeting on Monday 24th June. See p10.   

 
Wendy  

 
 
 

POST GENERAL MEETING LUNCHEON 
Neva organised a table at the Olive Lane, in the Greythorn Shops,  to have our lunch after our meeting 
in the new venue. Six of us enjoyed a very nice lunch. A great menu to select from. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Tour of State Library 
We have been successful in obtaining a guided tour of the State Library for Friday, 21st June 
2024.  Only 10 could be booked so please let Lucy know if you wish to attend as numbers are filling up 
quickly.  The tour is 10.45 -11.45 a.m.   
Assemble at: Hansen Hall at 10.30 a.m.  
Address for the State Library is: 328 Swanson Street. Melbourne. VIC 3000. 
 
Our thanks to Jenny Williams for making the booking. 
 
Notify Lucy if you wish to attend on: 

 
 

Christmas in July Luncheon  
Friday, 12th July 2024 
The Pavilion, Auburn Hotel, 85 Auburn Road, Hawthorn East 
Start: 12.30 p.m. 
 
Our Christmas in July lunch will be held at the Pavilion at the Auburn 
Hotel.  It is a new addition to the hotel and was formerly the service 
building for Peugeot so has some charm. 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
Coming up……... 

OUTINGS 
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It is bright, comfortable and modern.  The menu is varied but has selected items for $20.00 available by 
viewing the QR code.  The main menu is very innovative with prices approx $35.00.  You can pay 
individually at the bar or on the QR code. 
 
Parking is two hours around the venue, but parking for longer is in Rathmines Street and some other 
streets which involves a walk.  Some might find it easier to catch the train as the station is opposite the 
hotel. 
 
Please let me know if you are interested in attending as I have already made a booking. 
 

Co-ordinator: Lucy  
 
 

 
 

 
 
                                           Book for June (Marcia) 
                                           Go as a River  
                                           by Shelley Read 
                                           Date- 24th June @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me  
                 
                                           Book for July (Marian) 
                                           People of the Book  
                                           by Geraldine Brooks                                             
                                           Date- 22nd July@ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me                                          

 
                                           Book for August  (Lucy) 
                                           Elizabeth Macarthur’s Letters 
                                           by Kate Grenville  
                                           Date- 26h August @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me                                         Co-ordinator: Neva  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday 24th June, after our Book Club meeting and lunch, it has been proposed 
that we meet at Julie Vango’s house for a knitting afternoon to support KOGO (Knit-
One-Give-One). 
If you are interested in joining this afternoon knit-up, you will be required to bring a 
ball or lengthy pieces of 8 ply wool plus a pair of 4mm (Size 8) knitting needles.  
 
All squares made this afternoon will be given to Sun Spun, who are a registered 
collection point for donations for KOGO. 
 
Please email Julie and if you plan to attend 
If you are unable to join the group but would like to participate by making knitted items at home, KOGO 
are seeking scarves, beanies, socks, gloves (including fingerless), children’s jumpers and cardigans, 
knitted toys, cot and pram blankets, baby cardigans (not Jumpers)as well as baby beanies and booties. 
For more information about KOGO and how you might support this organization please visit: 
 https://www.kogo.org.au   
 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 
 
 

BOOK CLUB 

KOGO Square-a-thon 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Geraldine-Brooks/e/B000APM13Y/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Kate-Grenville/e/B001HMOCTU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.kogo.org.au
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MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
Coming up……... 

MOVIES 

 

                                                                                                                                
PALACE CINEMA BALWYN -GOLDEN YEARS SCREENING @ 11.00 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY, 26th JUNE 
 
These outings to the 11.00 a.m. Wednesday Golden Years screenings, on 
the 4th Wednesday of the month, will continue on an informal basis – book 
your own ticket and arrange any lunch afterwards among yourselves. 

 

Divertimento  
On the outskirts of Paris, two teenage sisters of Algerian descent face formidable odds 
as they aspire to break into the exclusive domain of classical symphonic music. This 
inspiring narrative is based on a true story, centred on renowned conductor Zahia 
Ziouani and her sister, cellist Fettouma Ziouani.  
Set in 1995, Divertimento paints a remarkable portrait of these young women defying 
expectations and overcoming societal barriers. 
 
Zahia and Fettouma's journey transcends their underprivileged beginnings, as they courageously 
confront chauvinism and other prejudices challenging their passion for classical music. Rather than 
merely seeking acceptance by the exclusive Parisian classical music scene, the sisters aspire to bring 
the joys symphonic music to their community. Firmly believing that music should be inclusive and a 
source of joy and comfort accessible to people from all backgrounds, the Ziouani sisters create an 
enduring legacy, still resonant today. 
 
This triumphant and heart-warming film offers a glimpse into the origins of their extraordinary 
journey. Divertimento showcases not only the pursuit of musical excellence but also the resilience and 
determination needed to redefine the boundaries of privilege, bringing the universal beauty of classical 
music to communities everywhere. 
 
For your diary/calendar the indicative Golden Years dates for the rest of 2024 are: June 26th, July 24th, 
August 21st, September 25th, October 23rd and November 27th. 

Michael  
 
 
 
 
 

 
THURSDAY, JUNE 27TH (LONG WALK, Mixed walking surface) 
Meet: 17 Whitehorse Rd at the entrance to the Anniversary Trail  
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
ROUTE:  ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO RIVERSDALE STATION 
Walk the Anniversary Trail to Boroondara Park. Continue on through the East Camberwell Railway 
Station. Walk past the BlueCross Mews and along Warburton Road to the lane way alongside the 
railway line and continue to Griffin Street. Walk Griffin Street to Prospect Hill Road. Cross Prospect Hill 
Road and proceed to the Riversdale Railway Station for our pit-stop. Return along the same route  
 
 
FRIDAY 19 TH JULY (LONG WALK, Mixed walking surface) 
Meet: Frog Hollow Reserve, corner of Culliton Road & Fordham Avenue, Camberwell. 
Start: 10.30 a.m 
ROUTE:  FROG HOLLOW WALK TO FORDHAM CAFÉ 
We walk north through the reserve to Shalless Drive and then cross the railway line at Willison Station. 
We continue along Lansell and Orrong Crescents to Camberwell Road, then along Camberwell Road to 
Tyrone Street and then to George Street. We then cross the Hartwell Station Reserve to reach Fordham 
Café, our Pit-stop (116/118 Fordham Ave, Camberwell). 
The return walk is through Hartwell Station Reserve, along Tyrone Street to Gilbert Parade and then on 
through Fairmont Avenue Reserve and Willison Park. We then follow Culliton Road under the railway 
bridge and arrive back at the starting point. 
 

WALKING GROUP 
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. 
WEDNESDAY 31ST JULY (SHORT WALK, Asphalt surface) 
Meet: Red Brick Café (corner Wells St and 219 Mont Albert Rd) 
Start: 10.30 a.m 
ROUTE:  RED BRICK CAFÉ TO REUNION CAFÉ SURREY 
We will then take three local lanes and streets to Union Road. 
We will have our pit-stop at Reunion Cafe (160 Union Rd, Surrey Hills) 
After a late morning tea or lunch we will return along the same route. 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 

 
 

Five plays have again been scheduled for this year. Below Are the dates 
etc. for your Diary/calendar. All dates will be for the Saturday 2.00 pm 
Matinee performance. 

 
Lovesong by George Werther on Saturday 6th July 
Little Women – the musical by Allen Knee on Saturday 7th September 
True Minds by Dexter Bourke on Saturday 9th November 
 
William and Margaret will share forty years of marriage, with moments of joy, but 
also much sadness. In this poignant and moving play we see them in both their 
optimistic and joyful younger years, as well as in their latter years, as they 
experience both happy memories and regrets. BAFTA awardee Abi Morgan has 
created a play touching on “magical realism” as ‘Bill’ and ‘Maggie’ intertwine 
poetically and musically with their younger selves in the home and garden in which 
they have always lived. British Theatre Guide described Lovesong as “A really 
beautiful, tender work … an unforgettable, elegiac drama”. This will be the 
premiere, non-professional staging of this very special play. 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET WENDY LUPTON KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, 
BY NO LATER THAN SUNDAY 28Th JUNE 2024. FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE VERY WELCOME.  

Co-ordinator: Wendy  

 

 

 

 

 
Monday 15th JULY, 2024, meeting commencing at  10.00 a.m. 
Venue: St Aidan’s Church, 17-21 Duggan Rd, Balwyn North. VIC 3104    
Guest: George Petrou OAM  
Topic:  Discussing his book: The Art of Sacrifice

 

Haunting and poignant, this collection of portraits from renowned 
Melbourne artist, George Petrou, portrays a spirit like no other - the 
Anzac spirit.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE                          NAME                                                                   Winter Solstice 21/06/2024  

15
th
 July            Noela 

19
th
 August            Wendy 

16
th
 September     Neva 

21
st
 October            Lucy 

18
th
 November        Julie 

Co-Ordiantor: Lene  

PLAYS 

MONTHLY MEETING 

MORNING TEA ROSTER 


