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Our “Christmas in July” celebration at the Auburn Hotel on
Friday 12th July was a great success. The atmosphere was
relaxing and fun seeing members, prospective members and
guests enjoying tasty food, drinks and conversations. It
epitomised what our club promotes, which is friendship and
involvement for everyone in various activities.

Welcome to Dianne who is now a member of our club. \a
Thank you to Graham for facilitating the introduction of new |
members in his role as meet and greet officer.

We are settling into St Aidan’s as our new meeting facility. It is good to have
the space to move around and mingle with the members. It is hard to believe that
we only have four meetings there before the end of the year. However our club
diary is filling up with outings and activities for us all to enjoy. Remember to check
the diary that is
sent out with the monthly newsletter.

Stay safe and warm.

Cheers
Wendy.

Please look up our new and expanded Webpage!

The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is:
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined

Our website has now been up and running for a few months. Michael our
secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our web3|te and ensuring it is
kept current.

If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com Feed back is very welcome. It's your web site not
the committee’s.

Michael



mailto:deepdeneprobus@gmail.com

WATERLINE LIBRARY

The Coronet Bay Community Library is housed in the General Store, Cutty Sak Road, Coronet
Bay. VIC 3984. It is a small volunteer library service established over two years ago when
funding cuts caused the cessation of the mobile library service. This community library is a
recognized part of the Waterline Library Service.

The Community Library consists of fiction and non-fiction books and DVDs, for both adults and
children. All items are donated and the borrowing is brisk.

The community has increased in the last couple of years and so has use of the library. The
need for further reading material is great.

If you have any books that you no longer require, they would be greatly appreciated by the
locals

Thank you to members who have already contributed item.
Co-ordinator: Julie

GUEST SPEAKER O o

On Monday 15 July 2024, we welcomed George Petrou OAM as our speaker.

Our guest speaker on the 17°" July was George Petrou. gAg

George is a talented artist, who worked as a graphic designer for 45 years. Or, as I CE

George himself says, he is a graphic artist who paints and has found inspiration
for his creative work from many and varied sources.

sake of their chlldren so they would have a better life in Australia. The theme
- suffering a major iliness, he decided to do portraits related to history.
~—  George loves Australian history and found that wars, especially WWI, formed

generations. Sacrifice was a constant theme in war history. George read
widely and found collections of wartime photos and paintings which he turned

people and deeds and to tell others, especially children,” about them. He
painted several collections of paintings on this theme, with

of “sacrifice” was carried into George’s paintings, when in 2010, after

a large part of Australia’s recorded history and have had a huge impact for

into portraits. Through his paintings, George’s aim was to “recognise heroic

titles such as, The Lost Diggers of Vignacourt, Victoria Cross

and Great Australian Stories, which toured the galleries as
exhibitions.



In 2020, during COVID, a time of another crisis, George turned some of his portrait collections into a
beautifully produced book. In the book, each portrait is accompanied by notes detailing the artist’s
reasons for his choice of subject and photographs of the painting in a background relevant to the story.
Text about the subject (often a soldier) is usually by someone who knew them or had a connection,
such as a relative or descendant.

Walter Spencer

Norman Morris

Edward ‘Tiny’ Falloon

George shared some of his favourite stories about people he painted, including Walter Spencer, whose
portrait he gifted to a modern soldier and then found the latter was married to one of Walter’s
descendants! Then, there was Norman Morris (who died at war), whose son, the singer Russell Morris,
was a neighbour of George at one time, and “Tiny” Fallon who had lived in an earlier time, at the
house in Richmond that one of George’s relatives had occupied.

Unknown Digger No. 1 for 105 years
Private James Dillon



A particularly poignant story was that of 11-year-old Hector Vasyli, (also Greek-Australian), who saved up
his pocket money to buy gifts for returning soldiers, but was unfortunately killed by an army truck during a
homecoming parade in 1918. His memorial plaque in Brisbane is the focus of the Australian/Greek
society on ANZAC day.

Hector Vasyli

George had many other stories to tell, but we’ll just have to read the book or find the portraits, many of
which hang in galleries around the country.

Copies of George’'s book, The Art of Sacrifice, published in 2021, are held by the Boroondara
Libraries. Other information can be found on George’s website, as follows:
https://georgepetrou.com.au/artofsacrifice/

Thank you for sharing your art and passion with us, George. We hope you will produce many more books
and further share your message in such a beautiful and meaningful way.

Janet
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OUTINGS

State Library Tour

On Friday, 21st June, 2024, we finally had our long anticipated visit to
the State Library. Our guide, Felicity, took the 10 of us through the
many halls and galleries. Last time | was there, Phar Lap was
resplendent in his glass case surrounded by the museum
artefacts. Now all that has been cleared away and modernised in
some parts but the magnificent octagonal library and dome is the
highlight. Felicity was very informative and made it all alive for us.

s

There were galleries of paintings, historic artefacts, even a gallery to stage grand weddings.




It was a wonderful tour, but those sufficiently
interested  will need another visit
independently to go through in detail.

We had our lunch at Mr Tulk, the library's
cafe. It was also very atmospheric and we
had a great time.

Melbourne 1836

Thanks to Jenny Williams for her persistence in finally getting a booking and giving us the opportunity

for such an inspirational building.

Christmas in July Luncheon

On Friday, 12th July 2024 we held our annual Christmas
in July Luncheon at The Pavilion, Auburn Hotel,
Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn.

We had a great turnout for our lunch, twenty three
people, including five visitors.

The venue was light, modern and warm. It was in the
building previously the old Peugeot service centre and
was taken over and renovated by the hotel about a year
ago.

The hotel handled the numbers well and the food arrived

promptly. Lamb pie seemed the overwhelming
favourite!

Everyone mingled and the afternoon was a great success. We
would probably have lingered longer but parking restrictions

beckoned.

Lucy Honeycombe




BOOK CLUB

On Monday, June 24™, eight Probus members met for our monthly book club meeting
to discuss Shelley Read’s debut novel Go As A River.

The story begins in 1948, when Victoria (the central character) encounters a
dishevelled stranger named Will Moon on the main street of the small mountain town
of lola. This will be the beginning of not only decisions and events that completely
transform her life but her as a person.

Victoria’s journey is one of split-second decisions, courage
and resilience plus a determination to maintain her memories

discovers her own untapped strength. She is a resilient and

river” to her memory as she knows she is meant to always
move forward with her life to find a better way.

July’s book is: People of the Book, by Geraldine Brooks
Meeting on Monday 22nd July. See p12.

of Will and his impact on her and her journey forward. As ¢}
she navigates heartbreak, betrayal and loss, Victoria ®

brave young woman, as she holds Will's words “go as a |
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The story weaves its way through great characters, the mysteries of love, truth
and fate against the beautifully described Colorado wilderness.
All the book club members loved this book, giving it between 912to 10 votes.

Neva



KOGO

On Monday 24th June seven Crafties gathered to wield their needles in support of KOGO (Knit-One-
Give-One) to create knitted woolen squares. (The squares to be donated to assist in the creation of
blankets for the needy).

What a successful meeting, with much laughter and enthusiasm! The needles flashed and the yarn
unraveled to reform into brilliantly coloured squares, all supported by a cup of tea and a biscuit.

The gathering was met with such enthusiasm that it was proposed to repeat the KOGO experience after
the next Book Club meetlng on the 22nd July.

Julie

WALKING GROUP
THURSDAY 27TH JUNE
ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO RIVERSDALE STATION

The weather was quite mild for the members who met at the Outer Circle Linear Park Playground on
Whitehorse Road to walk to the Riverdale Station Cafe. (We were especially thrilled to have a new
member, Di, attend this walk)

The Anniversary Trail was generally busy as the locals made use of the clear weather to walk dogs,
cycle and enjoy the day. Our luck held and when we reached the Riversdale Station Café we were
seated at an inside table. The hot drinks and food were appreciated by everyone.

Our return walk was along Bow Crescent where we could view the gorgeous single fronted Terrace
houses responsible for the beautiful lane walk from Blue Cross The Mews to Matlock Street.

A lovely walk enjoyed by all!

Julie

PLAY
On Saturday 6™ July just little o’ me turned up to see the current Malvern Theatre

Company’s production: Lovesong.

L.ngg?ﬂ. The play is set over a 40 year period of the marriage between Billy (William) and

: Maggie (Margaret). The play starts at the beginning of their marriage and purchase
of their first home. The paly concludes with Maggies planned ‘exit’ on her own
terms.
The play cut back and forth in this 40 year timeline sharing vignettes of happy and
(mostly) sad/unhappy times. Billy is not a very nice man! But towards the end of
Maggie’s life he becomes more aware of his unyielding ways and full of regrets for
this past behaviour. But time is running out to make amends with Maggie.

Dirccted by George Werher
21st JUNE to 6th JULY 2024



The set was very clever, as usual: a
garden; kitchen; en-suite; and bedroom.
And the casting and portrayal of Billy and
Maggie was amazing. Both Billy and
Maggie were played by two actors; one
younger and one older. Mostly the
younger actors or older actors were on the
stage by their age category. But at times
the older and younger actors shared the
same stage and often that same ‘room’ at
one time. Often speaking and moving
around the space, at cross purposes to
the alternate age character.

Brilliant! Occasionally the older, say, Billy was on

stage with the younger Maggie (and vice versa).

The highlight was a very clever ‘mirror’ scene of

young Maggie using the bathroom mirror to

remove her makeup and brush her hair just prior

to bedtime. The ‘reflection’ was the older Maggie

moving in synchronicity with the younger Maggie.

Really clever movement but also underlying that nothing much had changed over
the 40 years.

| enjoyed the play, | liked Maggie but the younger, selfish Billy was hard to ‘take’.
And the older Billy hard to forgive as he tries to make amends with the terminal
Maggie. His true demonstration of unselfish love for Maggie was when Billy helps
Maggie take her life ending medication.

POST MONTHLY MEETING LUNCHEON

Marian

A group of eleven of us arrived at the
Olive Lane Cafe, in the Balwyn North
Shops, to have lunch after our
meeting. We enjoyed a very nice lunch
in a very snuggly back room. A great
menu to select from.

Marian

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS
Coming up.........

WALKING GROUP

FRIDAY 19 TH JULY (LONG WALK, Mixed walking surface)

Meet: Frog Hollow Reserve, corner of Culliton Road & Fordham Avenue, Camberwell.

Start: 10.30 a.m ]

ROUTE: FROG HOLLOW WALK TO FORDHAM CAFE

We walk north through the reserve to Shalless Drive and then cross the railway line at Willison Station.
We continue along Lansell and Orrong Crescents to Camberwell Road, then along Camberwell Road to
Tyrone Street and then to George Street. We then cross the Hartwell Station Reserve to reach Fordam
Café, our Pit-stop (116/118 Fordham Ave, Camberwell).

The return walk is through Hartwell Station Reserve, along Tyrone Street to Gilbert Parade and then on
through Fairmont Avenue Reserve and Willison Park. We then follow Culliton Road under the railway
bridge and arrive back at the starting point.



WEDNESDAY 31ST JULY (SHORT WALK, Asphalt surface)

Meet: Red Brick Café (corner Wells St and 219 Mont Albert Rd)

Start: 10.30 a.m ] ]

ROUTE: RED BRICK CAFE TO REUNION CAFE SURREY

We will then take three local lanes and streets to Union Road. After crossing at the Surrey Hills
Community Centre we will proceed along Union Road to Reunion Café (160 Union Rd, Surrey Hills) for
our Pit-stop.

We will return via Bedford Avenue to the Union Train Station. Then along Beresford Street to Mont
Albert Road and continue to Red Brick Cafe.

THURSDAY 8TH AUGUST (SHORT WALK, Asphalt surface)

Meet: Balwyn Library. (Unlimited parking in Northcote Avenue and Conway Streets)

Start: 10.30 a.m ]

ROUTE BALWYN LIBRARY TO BOULAVARDE CAFE

We will walk along Talbot Avenue to the laneway leading to Northcote Avenue. We will proceed along
Northcote Avenue, turning left into Como Avenue and then right into Thornton Avenue and proceed to
Weybridge Street. We will follow Weybridge Street to Union Road and turn right and proceed to Mont
Albert Road. We will cross at the lights and take a brief walk along Mont Albert Road to the Boulavarde
Café for our pit-stop.

We will return along Mont Albert Road to Union Road and after crossing at the lights turn right and
proceed to Wandsworth Road on our left. Taking Wandsworth Road we continue to Benson Street and
turn right back to Weybridge Street, Thornton Road and then Northcote Avenue and back to Balwyn
Library.

WEDNESDAY 21ST AUGUST (LONG WALK, Asphalt surface)

Meet: corner of Mont Albert and Barnsbury Roads, Balwyn. (Near Camberwell Grammar)

Start: 10.30 a.m

ROUTE: ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO CAMBERWELL

We will meet at the Walking the Anniversary Trail to Boroondara Park we will continue through to the
Camberwell East Railway Station and then proceed along the lane walk, crossing Stanhope Grove,
following the railway line to Burke Road, Camberwell.

Our pit- stop will be at Collective Espresso or Georges, Camberwell. (Morning Tea or Lunch). Return
along the same route.

Co-ordinator: Julie

BOOK CLUB

3 ]
R euzaser Book for July (Marian)
, Book Tor July
MAL(EA%HQLSM ‘:) People of the Book
5 by Geraldine Brooks
Date- 22nd July@ 11.00 a.m.
Venue -- The Baker & Me

‘.‘

Book for August (Lucy)
Elizabeth Macarthur’s Letters
by Kate Grenville

Date- 26h August @ 11.00 a.m.
Venue -- The Baker & Me

Book for September (Maureen )
The Jade Lilly

by Kirsty Manning

Date- 23rd September @ 11.00 a.m.
Venue -- The Baker & Me

Co-ordinator: Neva


https://www.amazon.com.au/Geraldine-Brooks/e/B000APM13Y/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Kate-Grenville/e/B001HMOCTU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

Deepdene Combined Probus Club

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS
Coming up.........

KOGO Square-a-thon

On Monday 22nd July, after our Book Club meeting and lunch, we will meet at Julie

Vango’s house for a knitting afternoon to support KOGO (Knit-One-Give-One).

If you are interested in joining this afternoon knit-up, you will be required to bring a

ball or lengthy pieces of 8 ply wool plus a pair of 4mm (Size 8) knitting needles. °

All squares made this afternoon will be given to Sun Spun, who are a registered

collection point for donations for KOGO. k o
knit-one-give-one

Qee|e
Olee|e

=4

Please email or tell Julie and if you plan to attend.
If you are unable to join the group but would like to participate by making knitted items at home, KOGO
are seeking scarves, beanies, socks, gloves (including fingerless), children’s jumpers and cardigans,
knitted toys, cot and pram blankets, baby cardigans (not Jumpers)as well as baby beanies and booties.
For more information about KOGO and how you might support this organization please visit:
https://www.kogo.org.au

Co-ordinator: Julie

MOVIES

PALACE CINEMA BALWYN -GOLDEN YEARS SCREENING @ 11.00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY, 26th JUNE

These outings to the 11.00 a.m. Wednesday Golden Years screenings, on
the 4th Wednesday of the month, will continue on an informal basis — book
your own ticket and arrange any lunch afterwards among yourselves. They
are not covered by Probus’s Insurances. i

Fly Me To The Moon

Starring Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum, the film is a romantic comedy set
against the high-stakes backdrop of NASA's historic Apollo 11 moon landing. Brought
in to fix NASA's public image, sparks fly in all directions as marketing maven Kelly
Jones (Johansson) wreaks havoc on launch director Cole Davis's (Tatum) already
difficult task. When the White House deems the mission too important to fail, the
countdown truly begins.... !
The film runs for around 2 hours and twenty-five minutes. i

For your diary/calendar the indicative Golden Years dates for the rest of 2024 are: July 24th, August
21st, September 25th, October 23rd and November 27th.

Michael
SPECIAL ACTIVITY
NGV Pharaoh Exhibition
Date: 15th August 2024 NGV St Kilda Road Melbourne
Time: 10.30 a.m.
Cost: $38.00

Luncheon: 12.30pm at Chloe's Restaurant, Young & Jacksons, Cnr Swanston &
Flinders Streets (at own extra cost)
Transport: make own arrangements - train or tram

This event is fully booked however if anyone wishes to be wait listed please let us know. If you cannot or
do not wish to attend the exhibition but would like to join us for lunch at Chloe's, please email or phone
us before 8th August.

Co-ordinators: Angela and Graham



https://www.kogo.org.au

. All dates will be for the Saturday 2.00 pm Matinee performance.
2 [ jttle Women — the musical by Allen Knee on Saturday 7th September
True Minds by Dexter Bourke on Saturday 9th November

Our second last play for 2024 is “LITTLE WOMEN- The Musical”, Saturday 7th September AT 2.00 p.m.
Based on the original book by Louisa May Alcott. This performance is actually a musical involving both
the Malvern Theatre and the Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre so there may be some variation between the
book and this presentation. For those of us who may not be as familiar as some, the novel follows
the lives of the four March sisters—Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy—and is loosely based on the lives of the
author and her three sisters. v

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AS SOON AS j:

POSSIBLE AT deepdeneprobus@gmail.com and BY NO LATER THAN SUNDAY 1ST
SEPTEMBER 2024. FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE VERY WELCOME.

AS THE BOOK ITSELF IS VERY WELL KNOWN CAN | SUGGEST THAT YOU DON'T

LEAVE IT TO THE LAST-MINUTE TO BOOK. OUT OF THE 10 TICKETS | HAVE ON |
RESERVE THERE ARE ONLY 4 LEFT. WHETHER THERE WILL BE OTHER
TICKETS AVAILABLE DEPENDS ON HOW QUICKLY WHAT IS STILL AVAILABLE | soooylentoes”

TODAY IS TAKEN UP. - Music by Jason Howiand
Co-odrdinator: Michael

MONTHLY MEETING

Monday 19th AUGUST, 2024, meeting commencing at 10.00 a.m.
Venue: St Aidan’s Church, 17-21 Duggan Rd, Balwyn North. VIC 3104
Guest: Susan Lowe

Topic: Discussing her art practice

OUTINGS

Please put these dates in your diary. Further details in August’s Newsletter.

Wednesday 11th September
Walk: Walk from Beasley’s Nursery to Petty’s Orchard and return.

Wednesday 9th October
Trip: To Cloudhill Gardens and restaurant. Carpool.

Co-ordinator: Lucy

DATE NAME
19" August Wendy
16th September Neva
21% October Lucy
18" November  Julie

Co-ordiantor: Lene
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Deepdene Combined Probus
Mornington Peninsular Winery Tour

Date: Friday, 15th November 2024

Tasting: at three Cellar Doors

Luncheon: The Pig & Whistle Pub, Arthur's Seat

Pick up and Drop off: St. Aidan’s Uniting Church, Duggan Street Balwyn North

Following on from the success of our wine tour last year we have arranged a tour of Mornington
Peninsula Wineries. Places are filling up fast but we still have 3 places left. If you are interesting in
putting your name down, please email us at: deepdenetours3103@gmail com. or phone on:
0402050961. If places fill up we will wait list members who miss out.

Cost for transport and cellar entry fees: $144.00 pp ( plus lunch at extra cost)

Co-ordinators: Angela and Graham Thorley
E: deepdenetours3103@gmail com

Wishing our 2024 Australian Olympic Team a happy and successful Olympic Games in Paris.
Bonne chancel



