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           Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

 

 As mentioned at our April meeting the committee’s aim is to 
increase our membership in the coming months, encouraging 
friendship and ownership. The plan is to promote our club to 
the community via distributing a flyer to businesses and 
clubs, community radio and personal contact. Marian and 
Graeme are working on the flyer. Angela will be interviewed 
on radio. Details of when and the radio station will be 
distributed to all members when finalised. Michael will attend 
a meeting of Probus Association of Victoria Booroondara 
Cluster on 13/05/2024 where promoting your Probus Group 
will be discussed. 
 
 I encourage members to invite friends to come along to a meeting or outing. 
They are able to attend three meetings before committing to joining and paying 
fees. Graeme whom is our membership officer has also agreed to be our “Meet 
and Greet officer”, welcoming prospective new members whom may bring new 
ideas to our club. 
 
If you have an idea for an outing, speaker or activity please pass it on. There is a 
lot of work put in behind the scenes by members who organise these, so please 
support their efforts. 
 
WE ARE MOVING!! On June 17th we return to St Aidan’s Uniting Church in 
Balwyn North; our meeting place prior to COVID. It is more accommodating for 
us. 
 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Cheers, 
                                     Wendy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Events please 
deposit amount into 
Probus Account with 
reference: 
‘yournameEvent’ 
(Space for 18 letters 
available.) 
 
Payments for events 
may be made through  
Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633000 1525 
84124 
  
 
Probus Secretary: 
Michael  
 
 
Probus Treasurer: 
Angela  
 
 
 
Welfare Officer: 
Maureen  
 
 
 
 
 
Anything you would 
like to put into the 
newsletter? Please 
send to editor:  
Marian  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

An appeal for your once loved novels…….. 

WATERLINE LIBRARY 
 
The Coronet Bay Community Library is housed in the General Store, Cutty Sak Road, Coronet 
Bay. VIC 3984. It is a small volunteer library service established over two years ago when 
funding cuts caused the cessation of the mobile library service. This community library is a 
recognized part of the Waterline Library Service. 
 
The Community Library consists of fiction and non-fiction books and DVDs, for both adults and 
children. All items are donated and the borrowing is brisk. 
 
The community has increased in the last couple of years and so has use of the library. The 
need for further reading material is great. 
 
If you have any books that you no longer require, they would be greatly appreciated by the 
locals 
 
Thank you to members who have already contributed item. 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 
 
 

Please look up our new and expanded Webpage! 
 
The URL of The Deepdene Combined Probus Club website is: 
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/deepdenecombined   

 
Our website has now been up and running for a few months. Michael Hills, our 
secretary, has taken on the task of maintaining our website and ensuring it is 
kept current.  
 
If you have a query or a suggestion to make, please let Michael know at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com  Feed back is very welcome. It’s your web site not the 
committee’s. 

Michael  

GUEST SPEAKER 

At our April 15th meeting, we welcomed Edita Mujkić as our speaker. Edita 
and her family have lived in Australia since 1994, when they immigrated here from 
their hometown, Sarajevo, in Bosnia. In Australia, our place at the bottom of the 
world often seems to separate us from some of the worst aspects of wars and 
conflicts in the Northern Hemisphere. Edita’s story of her family’s experience 
during, and escape from, the 1990s war in Sarajevo, has now made that war very 
real to us, 30-plus years later. 
 

Edita has written a book about her experience, entitled, Between Before and After: a true 
story about escape from Besieged Sarajevo (pub.2022). The title refers to the Before of 
Edita and her family’s wonderful and happy life in Sarajevo before the conflict, and 
the After of their resettlement in Australia, but the book is mainly about the horrors and 
difficulties of the years Between, as they made their escape from the war. 

 

Sarajevo is now the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It has a long and convoluted 
history, including a 400-year occupation by the Ottoman Empire and later Austro-
Hungarian rule. Many of the beautiful buildings in the city reflected these periods, before 
numbers of them were destroyed during the 1990s war. The population represented 
three main ethnicities, who generally lived in harmony and often inter-married. After 
Bosnia and Herzegovina declared their independence from the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia, ethnic tensions arose between Serbs, Bosnians and Croats and 
the city was besieged from 1992 to 1995. 
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Edita described the situation at the start of the war. With 
Sarajevo under siege, roads were blocked, there was 
constant shelling and shops were ransacked. There were 
no planes or trains, and bus or private car convoys were 
arranged unannounced. Edita and her husband Goran 
couldn’t safely get to their cash savings, held with 
relatives in a dangerous part of town. 
Six weeks into the war, Edita found a way to leave with her two young children, in a borrowed car, to 
stay with a friend in Croatia. Under new “War Rules”, Goran had to stay in Sarajevo and work. He was 
also “mixed-race”, which limited his “options” to leave.  After five months in Croatia, another friend 
managed to get Edita and her children on a bus convoy to England, where Edita was to act as a 
“translator” for other refugees, even though she could barely speak English herself at the time. It was a 
very taxing 3-day trip, but they finally made it to a Red Cross facility in London. 

They were then taken to Penrith in the Lakes 
District of Cumbria, a beautiful place in 
northern England and lived there for 18 
months. There, they met a number of very 
supportive people, of whom ten special families 
are still considered friends. An apartment was 
found for them and furnished with second-hand 
goods. One family had a child who not only had 
a similar name to Edita’s daughter, but was 
born on exactly the same day, although several 
countries apart. The mothers and children 
became special friends. 

Edita’s husband was still in Sarajevo and tried many ways to leave. He asked his boss to arrange a 
“business trip” visit to England, but was sacked instead, apparently at least partly because of his 
ethnicity. He was still able to communicate erratically by phone and letter with Edita and described the 
difficult living conditions in Sarajevo, with food, water, heating and other services in short supply. 
Frostbite plagued them during the cold winters. 
It became clear that to get Goran out of Sarajevo, it would have to be arranged from outside the 
country. Edita tried everything she could think of, giving interviews with the local press about their 
situation, and writing to anyone she thought might be able to help, including to Diana, the Princess of 
Wales. She met a musical producer through yet another friend, who arranged – a few weeks later - for 
the journalists’ union in London to provide an “international journalist’s card” for Goran and an “official 
request” for a job that he was needed for in England. This didn’t work, until it was realised that he could 
only look like a proper journalist if he was wearing a flak jacket. So… another friend arranged to hire 
one through a contact in the UK police force… and it worked! They did get him out – to friends in Italy, 
where he had to stay for three months before the UK would let him in, but only if he was not seeking 
asylum there. 
Finally, but with more effort and some luck, all the ducks did end up in a row. Edita and Goran had 
applied for emigration to Australia in September 1991 (when an earlier war was taking place in 
Croatia). It had been very expensive to apply and their documents were still in Serbia, but they had 
passed all the necessary “tests”. They finally persuaded the UK that they were not going to settle there. 
Goran was released from Italy, and they were given the go-ahead to move to Australia. They arrived in 
March 1994. Edita, a computing engineer, found an advertisement for her perfect job, two days after 
they arrived. It took Goran, also an engineer, another 12 months to find his niche. The children, now 
adults of course, were both awarded school scholarships and are excelling in their chosen fields.   
 
Edita’s tale of the war in Sarajevo is quite harrowing, but the overwhelming sense transmitted to the 
audience in her talk and her book is one reflecting bravery, resilience, resourcefulness and the 
kindness of friends, many of whom were once strangers. This positivity triumphed over the evils and 
deprivation of war. 
Many thanks to Edita for her very interesting and thought-provoking talk (and book). We salute her 
courage and that of her family. 
 
Details of Edita’s book, extracts of which have earned her several writers’ awards, are as follows: 
 
MUJKIĆ, Edita. Between Before and After: a true story of escape from besieged Sarajevo. [Australia]: 
Hawkeye Publishing, 2022. 
  

Janet                                                                                                           
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Outings 
Blue Lotus Waterlily Gardens, Yarra Junction.   
Thursday 21st March, 2024. 
 
We (three) had a beautiful day for our outing.  The sky so blue 
and the gentle sun highlighted the brilliance of the flowers and 
waterlilies. 

More items of interest had been added since 
I was last there about four years ago.  In 
addition to the lagoons, they have planted 
many extra scrubs and flowers along the 
paths.  There were extravagant hanging 
baskets of begonias, petunias, trailing chain 
of hearts etc.  It made us inspired to run 
home with enthusiasm and energy to do the 
same in our own gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is a new dragon of great length 
snaking over the lagoons. All very 
dramatic. 
 
We had a lovely lunch overlooking the main 
lagoon, a browse in the gift shop and nursery.   
Good weather, good company and perfect 
location all came together to make a great day 
out. 

                                                                                         Lucy  
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
What we have done…. 



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

BOOK CLUB 
THE HAPPIEST MAN ON EARTH by Eddie Jaku. (Lene) 
 
This month our book was The Happiest Man on Earth,. It is a memoir by Eddie Jaku whom 
was a survivor of German Concentration camps during WWII-the Holocaust. 
Eddie lived to the age of 101 years and passed away in 2021. 
 
Eddie was a passionate German and loved his country, family and friends. He was also a 
Jew and fortunately, because of his skills as a Engineer, the Germans/Nazis felt his life 
was worth saving as his work could assist the Nazi cause. 
 

The abhorrent and cruel conditions Eddie survived were truly amazing and portrayed his 
determination and strong will. He vowed, if he lived, he would derive happiness in any 
way he could from every day of his life. 
 
Generally our group found the book both inspiring whilst obviously, at times, a difficult 
read due to the appalling conditions Eddie endured, his true ‘will’ (resilience) was 
remarkable. 
 
A few members would have appreciated a little more detail on Eddie’s feelings/
emotions, as they felt at times he ‘skipped over’ issues mentioned. 

A truly amazing man. Eddie came to Australia in 1950 and established the Jewish Museum in Sydney. 
Scores were 8-9/10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April’s book is Lessons in Chemistry. Meeting 
on Monday 22nd April. See p.7 
                                     
                                                     Lene  

  
 

 

MOVIE 
On Wednesday, March 27

th
, five Probus members met to see “Wicked Little Letters”, a 

darkly funny little British comedy that was inspired by a true story.   
 
Top performances by the consistently wonderful Olivia Coleman and Jessie Buckley, as 
the two main characters, who were ably supported by some endearing, humorous side 
characters. 
 
Set in an English coastal village in 1920, the film highlighted the misogyny that women lived through at 
this time, but also allowed a level of women’s empowerment to shine through by the end of the movie. 
 
Each Probus member agreed it was an enjoyable movie and worth seeing for its messaging and 
humour. 

Neva  
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WALKS 
GARDINER’S CREEK WALK 
THURSDAY 11th APRIL 
What a great walk nine members had today. The ground was relatively dry with 
only the occasional puddle to jump! 
Gardiner’s Creek was fast flowing after our recent weather and it was lovely to 
hear the water tumbling over the graduating, low rock obstructions scattered along 
the creek bed. 
The only negative to our walk was the amount of rubbish the fast flowing water 
had carried from further up the creek course. 
Gardiner’s Creek reed area was alive with ducks. They ignored our presence, 
paddling around on relatively calm water having their lunch. It reminded us to pick 
up our pace, thinking of our lunch to come! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mid-day saw three more members joining us to partake of lunch at 
the Box Hill Golf Course Bistro.  
The twelve of us thoroughly enjoyed our pit stop. The seniors’ menu was excellent! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julie  

POST GENERAL MEETING LUNCHEON 
Lunch after our Monthly meeting was at Chicken or the Egg café, in Maling Rd., Canterbury. About 15 
of us gathered to enjoy luncheon together. Good food, good company, lots of chat and laughter. 
Thankyou Susan for organising it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian  



Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, GROUPS, OUTINGS & WALKS 
Coming up……... 

BOOK CLUB 

 

                                                                                      
                                           Book for April  (Leslie)                                                    
                                           Lessons in Chemistry 

 by Bonnie Garmus 
                                           Date- 22nd April @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me 

                                           Book for May (Wendy) 
                                           No Hearts of Gold  
                                           by Jackie French 
                                           Date- 27th May @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me 
                                            
                                           Book for March (Marcia) 
                                           Go as a River  
                                           by Shelley Read 
                                           Date- 24th June @ 11.00 a.m. 
                                           Venue ­- The Baker & Me  
 

Co-ordinator: Neva  
 
 

  
PALACE CINEMA BALWYN -GOLDEN YEARS SCREENING @ 11.00 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY 24

th
 APRIL 

 
These outings to the 11.00 a.m. Wednesday Golden 
Years screenings, on the 4th Wednesday of the month, 
will continue on an informal basis – book your own ticket 
and arrange any lunch afterwards among yourselves. 
 

LA CHIMERA follows a young British archaeologist who gets caught up in an  
International network dealing in stolen Italian artefacts. 
Set in Tuscany in the early 1980s. Arthur (a revelatory Josh O’Connor, The Crown) 
has just been released from a short stint in prison. During his earlier studies in the 
region, he fell in love with Beniamina, the daughter of an aging local aristocrat 
(Isabella Rossellini), but she’s now gone.  
Arthur has fallen in with the Tombaroli, a rowdy crew of twenty-somethings who pretend to make their 
living as farmers and entertainers, but instead pilfer the area’s ancient Etruscan tombs for earthenware 
and ornaments to sell on the black market, hoping to one day strike it rich…  
 
For your diary/calendar the indicative Golden Years dates for the rest of 2024 are: April 24th, May 
22nd,June 26th, July 24th, August 21st, September 25th, October 23rd and November 27th. 

                                                                                                        Michael  
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY MAY 10TH (LONG WALK 4km+  Mixture surface of asphalt and gravel) 
Meet: corner of Barnsbury and Mont Albert Roads.  
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
ROUTE:  ANNIVERSARY TRAIL TO MAILING ROAD 
The walk is along the Anniversary Trail towards Canterbury Road, and into Boroondara Park. Walk 
through the park, along the trail and pass under the railway bridge. Continue along the local streets of 
Canterbury to Mailing Road for our pit-stop. 
Enjoy a late morning tea or lunch before returning along the same route. 
This walk takes approximately 50 mins each way.  

MOVIES 

WALKING GROUP 

https://www.palacecinemas.com.au/movies/la-chimera
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THURSDAY MAY 23RD (LONG WALK 4.5 km Mixed walking surface) 
Meet: corner of Burke and Harp Roads at Stradbroke Park. 
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
ROUTE:  HAYS PADDOCK AND SURROUNDING AREAS OF KEW 
We will follow the walking trail through Stradbroke Park and behind Kew High School. 
Crossing at High Street we continue to Kilby Road and then to Frater St to enter Hays Paddock. We will 
circumnavigate the park and exit along Longstaff Street to walk back to Kilby Road. After crossing Kilby 
Road we will continue along either Oswin Street or Irymple Avenue to High Street. Here we will have a pit 
stop at the Bean Thief. 
We will return down along High Street to the pedestrian crossing at Kew High School and return along the 
previous route to our starting point. 

Co-ordinator: Julie  
 
 

 
Five plays have again been scheduled for this year. Below Are the dates 
etc. for your Diary/calendar. All dates will be for the Saturday 2.00 pm 
Matinee performance. 

 
 
The Glass Menagerie by Barry O’Neill on Saturday 11th May                         
Lovesong by George Werther on Saturday 6th July 
Little Women – the musical by Allen Knee on Saturday 7th September 
True Minds by Dexter Bourke on Saturday 9th November 
 
Our second play “The Glass Menagerie” is set in the harsh world of tenement 
apartment living in St Louis, Missouri during the Great Depression, the story is 
steeped in a family’s hopes and pain. The family members are caught between a 
somewhat make-believe world of the past and the realities of their current situation. 
It’s a semi-autobiographical play that examines the dreams and disappointments 
that ebb and flow in a portrayal of a family at odds with itself and reality  
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET MICHAEL HILLS KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
BY EMAILING HIM AT deepdeneprobus@gmail.com BY NO LATER THAN SUNDAY 5th MAY 2024. 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE VERY WELCOME.  
 
PLEASE ALSO NOTE THAT WENDY LUPTON WILL BE LOOKING AFTER BOOKINGS FOR THE 

FOLLOWING (3rd
) PLAY ON 6th JULY. 

Co-ordinator: Michael  

 

 

 

 

 

Ferndale Park walk 
Friday, 17th May, 2024. 
Start: 10.30 a.m. 
Meet: Pantry Glen Iris, 106 Glen Iris Road, Glen Iris 3146. 
Route: Our walk will take us along well graded paths towards Nettleton Park. Here we will sweep 
back over Glen Iris Road, via Back Creek Reserve and streets to where we will join up with the 
Anniversary Trail.  We will change to the Ferndale Trail returning to Pantry Glen Iris for coffee/lunch. 
Walking time round one and a half hours and a distance of approx. 5kms.  The walk can be shortened if 
we flagg. 
 
State Library Tour 
Jenny Williams is trying to book a tour on 20th or 21st June. Please keep these dates free if you are 
interested. Further details in next Newsletter. 
 

Co-ordinator: Lucy  
 

PLAYS 

OUTINGS 
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MONTHLY MEETING 

Deepdene Combined Probus Club 

Monday 20th May, 2024, from 10.00 a.m. with meeting commencing at   
10.30 a.m. 
Guest:Julie Houghton 
Topic:  On interesting aspects of her varied life. 
Julie trained as an actor. Became an ABC journalist, radio producer and announcer. 
Now she is a freelance compere, professional narrator at Vision Australia and heard 
frequently on 3MBS as an arts interviewer. 
 
 
 
 
 
WE ARE GOING BACK TO SQUARE ONE – WELL ST AIDAN’S UNITING CHURCH IN BALWYN 
NORTH THAT IS. 
 
In recognition of the views expressed by some members about the suitability of Balwyn Community 
Centre as a location for our meetings, your committee wishes to advise that after raising this issue at 
Monday’s meeting it was decided that: 
 

We move back to our former location- St Aidan’s Uniting Church, 17-21Duggan Street. Balwyn North, as 
from our June meeting. Those of us who were with the club when we were at St Aidan’s have found 
that our current location is not as suitable as was St Aidan’s for a variety of reasons.  

     The only reason we came to our current location was that once some of the COVID -19 restrictions 
were lifted, for us to return to St Aidan’s, we would have been expected to pay a hefty monthly 
COVID cleaning fee that was beyond the club’s resources. This additional charge now no longer 
applies hence the decision to go back to where we came from. 

     (Incidentally our hiring fee will be a little lower than what we are currently paying at the Balwyn 
Centre). 

When we move back to St Aidan’s as from our June meeting on the 17
th
, we will be going back to a 

similar format that worked well both there and at our first meeting place, St David’s Uniting Church in 
Burke Road, Canterbury. The most significant changes will be:   

       – Our meetings will formally start at 10.00 a.m. with our club business meeting 
    -  Morning tea to occur after our club business meeting and before the speakers’  presentation. 

     Below is how we see our two-hour hire period working. Times are indicative only – particularly that 
for our club business meeting as this will give us more time for morning tea. 

  10.00 -10:30 a.m. Club Business 

  10:30 a.m.  (or earlier) to 11.00 a.m. Morning Tea 

  11.00 -11:50 a.m. which includes time for questions - Speaker’s presentation  

        11:50 a.m.-12.00 p.m. Cleanup & re-arrangement of meeting room to St Aidan’s requirements. 

Finally, for those members who have not been to St Aidan’s before, it is a light and airy place with plenty 
of room. Entry is at ground level; that is there are no steps into or within the area we will be occupying, 
plenty of parking and we will be the sole occupant of the area for the duration of our meeting time. 
 

Michael  
 Secretary  

 

WE ARE MOVING! 
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MORNING TEA ROSTER 

 
 
We wish to remind members who have not yet paid that your membership fee of $00.00, for the year to 
31st March 2025, is due by Friday 26th April, 2024. So far payments have been relatively small in 
number. As of this Monday, only 14 out of 34 members have paid there 2024 fees. We need these 
funds by then so that we meet or obligation to pay our annual fee of $19.00 per member to Probus 
South Pacific by the end of this month. 
 
 
After payment, please send our treasurer (Angela) a quick email telling her that your fees have been 
paid. E:  
  
Please note that: 

If you may have any difficulty paying your fees by the due date, but still wish to remain a member, 
please let Angela know and also send a copy of your email to me at 
deepdeneprobus@gmail.com.au     
 

We hope that all present members will maintain their membership in 2024. We enjoy your company 
even if you are only able to attend a meeting/activity occasionally. 

  However, if this is not the case for you, please let Angela and myself know that   you’ll not be 
renewing your membership for 2024 on the contact details above. 

 
Thanks in advance for your co-operation in getting this annual task completed by the due date. 

 
Michael  

Secretary 
 
 
 
 

DATE NAME 
May 20th    Jenny Mc 

June 17th   Eileen 

July 15th      Noela 

August 19th      Wendy 

September 16th    Neva 

October 21st      Lucy 

November 18th    Julie 

Annual Fees 2024-2025 

VALE 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Judy and Kurt, our two honorary members, have informed me that Warwick Stott, a former 
member of our club, has recently passed away. 
Warwick was one of the initial members of our club and our first treasurer, a veterinary surgeon by profession 
and a farmer as well. 
I remember him as a lively person with a good sense of humour. As some of you will remember, he also had 
some mobility problems which he saw a challenge to overcome and was very successful at just that. 
As Kurt only found out about Warwick's passing at his U3A meeting I don't have any other details at this stage 
but will see what I can find out and let you know any relevant information 
 
Vale Warwick..    Dr Warwick STOTT (HDA, BVSc) 
                            30.01.1938 - 12.03.2024 

Michael  
Secretary  

Deepdene Combined Probus Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                  Co-Ordiantor: Lene  
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