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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
There are many things that Probus brings to its members and some of 
these are good memories of times and people.  We enjoy our 
meetings, outings and lunches together and most of all we enjoy the 
company of others, and this is what Ian Haskins gave us and he also 
got from us in return.  Ian was a member from the Mitcham Club and 
President of the club in 2000-2001 and no doubt held other offices 
and made contribution to the life and function of the combined club.  
It is a sad parting and although I have known Ian for only a short time, 
I still enjoyed his company and respect his memory.  On your behalf I 
extend our condolences and prayers for Ian to his family and in 

       particular his daughter Fiona. 
 
However, life goes on and I am sure that Ian would only want to continue to have good company and 
friendship which is the mission of Probus.  We owe it to each other to extend care and companionship 
to our club members.  I hope to see you all at our meeting on Tuesday May 14 and have a great week. 
Gerry 

 
 

PROBUS BANKING DETAILS 
For Members Information and Action 
 
The Probus Management Committee has decided to operate with only one bank account.  All 
future payments for fees and functions will need to be deposited in the Bendigo Bank.  
 
Bendigo Bank: 
BSB 633000 
Account No: 162 650 147 
 
When making a deposit please remember to add your name and reason for the deposit. 
Just a reminder that membership fees are now due. We have maintained the current annual 
fee of $45.00 and your prompt payment would be appreciated.  
Thanks to those who have already paid in cash or by deposit at Bendigo. 
 
Sue Mathews 
Treasurer Mitcham Nunawading Probus Mob: 0422939851 

 
 
 



 
VALE IAN HASKINS OAM 
Neil Jenkin recently had a coffee at Gourmet Girl Cafe  
with Ian Haskins and daughter Fiona Barnes. 
 
Ian was a past President of the then Mitcham Probus 
group. 
 
Ian Haskins, a Forest Hill environmentalist, received an Order 
of Australia for his work with the Point Nepean Reference 
Group. 
 
Courtesy: https://nepeanconservationgroup.org.au winter 2019 

Ian joined NCG Committee on 3,.3.1984; Chairman 20.3.1988 
– 27.3.1991; 19.7.1992 – 22.3.2006. 
 
Ian received the Rotary Community Service Award in 1999; a 
MPS achievement award in 2000 in the MPS ‘Year of the Older Person’ and received OAM in 2009 for 
his conservation work. 
 
The NCG owes Ian a huge debt of thanks. Ian will be greatly missed for 
his tireless and dedicated efforts for conservation, for keeping abreast 
of all matters of concern and interest to the MP and for his wisdom in 
dealing with complex and sometimes sensitive matters. We wish Ian 
and Enid well. 

 
Ian’s funeral and celebration of his life will take place on Friday 
17 May at 2pm. The service will be held at the Avenue Uniting 
Church, corner of The Avenue and  Blackburn Road, Blackburn. 
 
May he rest in peace. 
 

   
 
 

 

Member Profile - Dale Perkins 
Our 2024 Club Secretary, Dale Perkins joined the club in 2023 
and is a life resident of the City of Melbourne.  His childhood 
years were in Templestowe and he attended the local primary 
school and then his parents made sacrifices and enrolled Dale at 
Mentone Grammar for his secondary education. 

Dale enjoyed his years at Mentone sufficiently that he returned 
to the St Augustine’s School Chapel to marry Samantha in 
1988.  On finishing his education Dale worked in various jobs to 
determine his interest and finally settled in a role with Pioneer 
Electronics as a storeman and then later moved into sales for 
the company.  After a period with Pioneer, he moved to Ajax 

Fasteners in Richmond and it was here he found his ambition for his own business.  Dale formed his 
own Company and started to import fasteners from Taiwan to supply customers around Australia.   
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Photo: Fiona Barnes 

Photo: Neil Jenkin 

https://nepeanconservationgroup.org.au/


Dale spent decades in this business and developed quality accounts with white goods 
firms,  automotive and construction companies in Melbourne and other States of Australia. This 
entailed the development of relationships with manufacturers in Taiwan, Japan and eventually 
China.  A great deal of time was spent in Adelaide where there were manufacturing companies that he 
provided with the items they needed. 

Dale enjoyed sport and school and participated in all the usual programs but did not take up sport 
as an adult.  Dale instead developed his musical talents and played guitar and was a vocalist in 
various bands in the 80’s and 90’s. These were mainly blues and rock style groups and were mostly 
a five-piece group with two guitarists, a drummer, with a bass guitar player or a saxophonist.  They 
played in pubs all over the city, at Hallam, Richmond and inner city Fairfield. 

Dale and his wife had two children, a son Zachary and a daughter Demi. His son has blessed them 
with three grandchildren, Andromeda, Aurora and Indiana. 

Dale’s life has not been without drama as they lived in Kinglake and lost their cedar home in the 
Black Saturday fire in 2009.  Fortunately they were away on a trip at the time so did not have to do 
an evacuation to escape the fire. However the loss of their home meant they had to move back to 
living with his parents. 

Dale retired in his late 50’s and then tried new careers to satisfy his ambition and desire to achieve. 
He spent some time in hospitality working at the Manhattan Hotel. After that he bought a carpet 
cleaning business. Some two years later decided to give work and away and retire.  Dale now 
resides in Blackburn and is enjoying a quiet life and travel. 

 
 
                                            PLEASE 

remember to send your apology to 
Patricia Fincham 

before the next meeting. 
                                 Phone: 0447 228 354 

      Email: gpfincham@optusnet.com.au 
 

Birthdays for May 
Graeme Brookes – 6 May 
Margaret Clark – 6 May 
Les Bain – 7 May 
Chris Summers – 18 May 
Helen Russo – 21 May 
David Morris – sorry David, I do not have a date but a 
                                              special Happy Birthday to you 

Happy Partying 

mailto:gpfincham@optusnet.com.au


 
PROPOSED OUTINGS 
Wednesday 22 May – 11am 
Old Treasury Building, Spring Street, 
Melbourne. 
Free self guided tour. 
Lunch to follow at nearby café. 
Contact: Wendy Billings 0409 427 518 
Courtesy: https://www.oldtreasurybuilding.org.au 

The Old Treasury Building is one of 
Melbourne's finest 19th century buildings. Visit this exciting museum, showcasing the 
history of Melbourne and Victoria. 
 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH  
Sunday 26 May 
The Food Republic, Blackburn Rd,  
Blackburn. 
This is a highly regarded venue. 

Please book with the co-ordinator at the Probus 
Meeting next Tuesday. 
 
 
 

POLICE MUSEUM 
Wednesday 19 June 
Near Southern Cross Railway Station 
Contact: Wendy Billings 0409 427 518 
The Victoria Police Museum is a law enforcement 
museum operated by the Historical Services Unit 
within Victoria Police. The new state-of-the-art 
museum reopened to the public on Monday 25 
September 2023, following a 3 year build and 
development.  

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY LUNCH  
Sunday 23 June 

 
 

Courtesy: Food Republic 



 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
Tuesday 9 July 
Box Hill Golf Club 
This is a pre-paid event. 
Melway Map 61 D 3 
Including the General Meeting. 
Contact: Kate Cross 0408 131 327 

 
 
 
 

MELBOURNE TOWN HALL 
Wednesday 17 July 
Contact: Wendy Billings 0409 427 518 
 
Completed in 1870, the Melbourne Town 
Hall is at the heart of the city’s cultural and 
civic activity - many of the decisions that 
have helped shape Melbourne were made 
within this heritage-listed building. 

 
 
Thursday 15 August 
Wheelers Hill Library 
860 Ferntree Gully Rd, Wheelers Hill VIC  
Contact: Neil Jenkin 0412 293 826 
             
 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH  
Sunday 25 August 

 
 

 
McCREA HOMESTEAD 
Sunday 15 September 
Melway map 158 K 10 
Contact: Glenn Ewing 0439 898 207 

 
 

Photo: Allison Summers 

Courtesy: McCrea Homestead 



 
SUNDAY LUNCH 
Sunday 22 September 

 
 

WHITEHORSE 
‘ROUND THEATRE’ 
SHOW, Nunawading 
Thursday 23 October 
Melway Map 48  G 9 
Show: Dear Doris starring Tamara 
Kuldin 
11am start. 
Contact: Wendy Billings 0409 427 518 

 
 
SUNDAY LUNCH 
Sunday 27 October 

 
 

ALOWYN GARDENS 
and 
CHOCOLATE FACTORY 
Thursday 21 November 
Melway Map 267  G 8 
Contact:  
Glenn Ewing 0439 898 207 

 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Tuesday 10 December 
Canterbury International Hotel 
Melway Map 61  E  2 
No meeting. 
Contact: Wendy Billings 0409 427 518 
 

 
 

Courtesy: Alowyn Gardens 



As Coordinators do a great job setting up the outings 
it is incumbent on members to notify their 

apology to the coordinator ASAP, if they find they are unable to 
attend if they have put their name down. 

 
Dates, times and transport suggestions will be available for each 

outing nearer to its date. 
 

Watch the Bulletin each Friday and Probuzz prior to each meeting. 
 

 
REPORTS 
TRIP TO FRANKSTON – Photography Group 
Photos Courtesy: Michael Ransom, Neil Jenkin, Daryl Rogers and David Morris 
 
On Friday 26 April, five photographers travelled by train to Frankston. What an amazing gallery of mural 
paintings. 50 murals in various laneways and streets - Thomas Lane, Gallery Lane, Wells Lane among others, 
all over a 90 minute period. Frankston has encouraged artists, both local and international, to brighten up its 
streets and you can see a some examples in the photographs below. 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Looks like this group had great fun 
prowling around Frankston. 

 
 
 
 

(Photography Group) 
Our next excursion is on Friday, May 24 at the Alfred 
Nicholas Memorial Gardens at 1A Sherbrooke Road, 
Sherbrooke, in the heart of the Dandenong Ranges. It is the 
original garden of the historical Burnham Beeches estate, 
renowned for its extensive water features. 
 
We will meet in the car park at 10am, and we can have 
lunch afterwards at a nearby cafe. 
 

Courtesy: Nicholas Gardens 



 

NEXT SUNDAY LUNCH 
 
Sunday 26 May at The Food Republic, in Blackburn Road, Blackburn. 
Time 12.00. 

 
 
 

FILM –  Glenn Ewing 
 

Last month five members attended the film La Chimera at Balwyn 
cinema. It is a comedy/drama film starring Josh O’Connor as a 
British archaeologist who gets involved in an international 
network of stolen Etruscan artifacts during the 1980s. It gave us a 
poignant sense of Italy as a treasure trove of past glories.  
 
Afterwards we enjoyed lunch and had a good chat at a cafe over 
the road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRD WATCHERS GROUP – Neil Jenkin 
It’s 7.30am on Saturday 27th April, 22 people including 5 Probus members are walking  two local  parks to 
see what species like to nest in the area in Autumn. 
Birds  are seasonal creatures and  some species are not around in Autumn.    

Photo: Michael Ransom 
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With the help of guides, Pat and Ian, locals identified 24 species, a good bird count for this time of the year . 

                             School is in. 
 
 

 
WOODLANDS HISTORIC PARK – Neil Jenkin 
On Thursday 18th April, our Probus members car pooled to the 
Woodlands Historic Park site to find out more about outstanding 
thoroughbred horses like Brew Saintly, Might and Power, Fields of 
Omagh  and Better Loosen Up. 
  
The Woodland site is the after racing home of winners of such races as 
the Melbourne Cup, the Cox Plate and the Caulfield Cup. Later probus 
members had the opportunity to walk through the 150 year old 
Woodlands Homestead to discover more about one of Australia’s first kit 
buildings. 
 
O, feeding the ex-horse champs with numerous carrots was another 
highlight.   
 

Photo: Neil  Jenkin 
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Photo: Neil Jenkin 

Photo: Neil Jenkin 



                  
 

                  
 
 
 

SUNDAY LUNCH – Neil Jenkin 
On Sunday 28 April, 17 members ventured to the 
Waverley RSL to see the military displays and enjoy  
high quality food.  
 
Thanks again Meryl Ellway for co-ordinating the April 
Sunday lunch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 
 
 
 

 
SPEAKER REPORT – Trevor Bravo 

 
Our April Speaker was Jeremy Furness. Amongst other things Jeremy is a publisher and author of 
Children’s books. Jeremy outlined how difficult it is to become a successful book publisher in 
Australia. Most authors either cannot get a book accepted or if they do it is not profitable. The 
publishers want to own you and your work and this is not conducive to successful publishing. 
  
Jeremy outlined how doggedly he had to pursue his passion for self-
publishing. He made sure the technical aspects of his books were 
correct, including illustrations and that the text was perfect. The 
illustrations are superb, colourful and have great character. 
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Jeremy has combined his love for motorcycles – ridden from a 
young age (and still does) with storytelling. 
  
Additionally Jeremy’s wife is a long term and well known 
illustrator. This makes them a great team. 
  
Some of Jeremy’s well -known books are: 
Barry The Bike and the Hardware Truck 
Barry The Bike and the Sidecar 
 
 Jeremy is selling these books into both America and the UK.          
Quite an achievement! 

 
 
 

 
 
DRONE FLYING – Neil Jenkin 
It was a calm, non-windy Sunday when several people had the opportunity to fly a small drone on an 
oval adjacent to Deakin University. 

Probus member Mark Pimenta, outlined a number of CASA (Civil Aviation Safety Authority) rules to 
fly a drone competently and safely. 

- Fly one drone at a time 
- Keep drones away from people 
- Always have the drone within eyesight 
- Keep the drone high in the sky for visibility 

It was helpful to have had a Mitchan Nunawading Probus member 
allowing groups to use his equipment and providing clear flight 
guidelines so we could learn more about drone technology. 

Drones are used in many ways in the 21st century 
- parcel delivery 
- farming support 
- water safety support 
 
Hopefully more members can join Mark on a Sunday morning drone 
flight soon.  It was an incredible experience. 
 
Thank you Mark. 

Photo: Neil Jenkin 



 

 

 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS 
 
May – Peter Koens.  Cardio vascular X-ray technology. Assisting underdeveloped countries. 
June – Yvonne Poker – Gadget girl 
July – Christmas in July – no speaker 
August Syd Sherrin – The history and manufacturing AFL footballs.   TBC 
 

PLEASE NOTE –  
Lunch today after the meeting will be at The Coach, 385 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood. 

 
 
  


