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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT   
 
There seems to have been a shift in the weather as we enter 
the month of June and the temperature is down at 6C and the 
heaters come on after the first day of winter.  This is now the 
time to feel the warmth of friendship and I hope to see as 
many of our members as possible at the meeting next Tuesday 
at the Willis Room. 
 
There are few things as valuable as having friends and I have in 
the past few days had contacts with a former colleague from 
my days in the Solomon Islands. He and I have been in touch by 
email and more recently by Facebook over a period of some 

thirty years.  George Lee is a Malay Chinese and his wife Naomi is an Indian and both are lovely 
warm people but would be held in low regards in Malaysia as they would be regarded as 
immigrants by the Malay people.  Just today I had a communication and they were celebrating 
their 35th wedding anniversary. Similarly I hear regularly from a Mexican lady. She and her sister 
stayed with Kate and I in 2008 when they come to Australia to see Pope John Paul for the World 
Day of Prayer in Sydney.  We had a wonderful fun time for their eight day visit and there was a 
large party of Mexicans and they put on a show at the end for all the people who billeted them 
with guitars and singing. The women were decked out in wonderful colourful Mexican outfits 
and the singing and dancing was inspiring and joyful. They left us with CDs of lively mariachi 
music. 
 
So let’s not let the weather dictate our moods but let’s get together and enjoy friendship as we 
gather this month at meetings, visits to places of interest and lunches!!!! 
Have a great week. 
  
Gerry 
 

 

Birthdays for June 
Richard Lawrence - 4 June 
Barb Lewis             - 12 June 
Ada Deunk             - 12 June 

Have a great time 
 

 

 



 

VALE – SIMON RANSOM 
Early June 2025 

 
It is a sad day,  

but I acknowledge the passing of Simon,  
loved son of Michael and Marie. 

 
Ray and I have known the Ransom family 

since their move from Ballarat to Blackburn many years ago. 
Many a dinner and quiet drinks have been enjoyed  

over those years. 
 

Simon is now at peace and Michael and Marie can slowly pick up 
the pieces and move on with their other two children  

Paula and Gerard and their families. 
 

Funeral at 11.30 Thursday 12 at 
St Thomas the Apostle Church, Central Road, Blackburn. 

 
 
 
 

  JUNE SPEAKER – Tammy Shepherd – Mercy Ships 
Courtesy: https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid 

A long-term volunteer at St Vincent’s Hospital 
Melbourne, Tamara Shepherd (Tammy), was 
awarded an Order of Australia (OAM) earlier 
this year, for her service to the community 
through charitable organisations.  
 
Tammy has volunteered in various roles at St 
Vincent’s, across campuses, for over a decade. 
Most recently she has touched hundreds of 
patients’ and residents’ lives by personally 
sewing them face masks, fiddle blankets, 
syringe driver bags and healing hearts.  

Tammy has also volunteered for a long list of other charities and health services, and we’re 
very proud that her service has been recognised.  
 
Pictured: Tamara during a 10-week volunteer trip with Mercy Ships, an international charity 
operating hospital ships. 

 



   SUNDAY LUNCH –  Knox Club. 
 

Our next Probus lunch is Sunday 22nd June 2025 
Crn. Stud Road and Boronia Roads, WANTIRNA 
Time 12.30 

 

 
 

 

SOME MEMBERS NEED ASSISTANCE TO GET TO OUR MEETINGS 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP?  Some members need help with transport to and from the 
meeting and/or to lunch in Ringwood after each meeting. 
 
If you can help these members, please speak to Gerry to organise your ‘buddy’. 
 
 
 

 
 

NOT SO WELL MEMBERS 
Good news, apart from Trevor and his ankle which is progressing well, 
Don Cashmere is slipping but Nancy is ok. Sue is laid very low with the 

flu and  keeping her distance from everyone. AND Gerry, we cannot 
forget Gerry, in hospital but home again with home nursing from Kate 

as well as a nursing service. Stay off that leg Gerry. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 10 June, 10am. 
Come along, don’t be scared but consider offering to 
take on the Vice President or Assistant Treasurer job. 

We need more members to help. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
The Kenworth Truck factory tours –  

parking is very limited so please try and car pool. 

 



 

AFTER MEETING LUNCH 
   Following the meeting the lunch will be at  

The Coach Hotel, Ringwood,  
385 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood. 

12.15 
All welcome. 

 

 

Please remember to send your 

apology to 

Patricia Fincham 

before the next meeting. 

Phone: 0447 228 354 

        Email: 

gpfincham@outlook.com 

 
 

MEMBERS 
Please bring your Probus 

name tag. 
We have several new and 

prospective members 
and it is much more friendly 
if they can see your name. 

 

 
 

    MONDAY COFFEE SESSIONS 
     Gourmet Girl, Laburnum shops. 

 m   Come along and join this happy       
                   group at 10.30 or 
          come earlier if you cannot wait  
t             that long for your coffee. 
 

  Every Monday.  
 

 

 
Further to the after-meeting lunch – 

The Coach is booked for lunch in the small dinning room. 
If you join The Coach get a card and they will send notices of things on and you can get 

points I think by presenting it when ordering. 
 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS – To be  confirmed 
 

JULY              No Speaker - Christmas in July – Box Hill Golf Club. 
 
AUG 12        Janet Werkmeister - Author - The Roaring Twenties   
Courtesy: https://bayside.spydus.com/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/WPAC/BIBENQ?SETLVL=&BRN=542156 

Melbourne's booming 1920s economy enabled Melburnians to become 
enthusiastic followers of the worldwide craze for Jazz - jazz music, jazz dancing, 
jazz fashion and style. Their unrivalled passion for the movies drove 
construction of iconic theatres like The Regent and The Forum, as huge Picture 
palaces. A tidal wave of innovation, from electric kettles and toasters through 
to radio broadcasting and passenger aeroplanes, brought new experiences and an increasing 
sense of optimism. 



 
 SEPT 9          Shane Varcoe - Marijuana as a Medicine  
Courtesy; https://wfad.se/profile/shane-varcoe/  

Shane Varcoe is currently the Executive Director for the Dalgarno Institute 
(Coalition Of Alcohol & Drug Educators) a long standing Alcohol & Other Drugs 
(AOD), community based, not-for-profit, public interest coalition. As an AOD 
demand reduction/primary prevention advocate and specialist Affective domain 
educator, he is the architect of the ‘No Brainer’ alcohol and other drug 
education project, including the six DVD ‘I Wish I Never…’ secondary school 
curriculum. Initiated and oversaw development of BOUNCE BACK parent workshops, ‘B.O.W.I’ 
(Better Off Without it) sporting club AOD education program, ‘The Fence Builder’ and 
‘Isabella’s List’ community action. Shane also created Greater Risk the 21 Be There Campaign 
around alcohol and young people, and now has Dalgarno Institute as the lead agency in a 
nationwide consortium looking at the youth alcohol misuse issue. 
 
OCT 14    Alex Maisey - The Lyrebird as an ECO Engineer 
Courtesy: https://scholars.latrobe.edu.au/amaisey 

Alex Maisey is a Research Fellow with the Research Centre for Future 
Landscapes and Department of Ecological, Plant and Animal Sciences. In 
2021 Alex completed a PhD focused on the role of the Superb Lyrebird as 
an ecosystem engineer in south-east Australia’s temperate forests. 
Building on this foundation, he later undertook a postdoctoral research 
project in collaboration with BirdLife Australia and WWF Australia to 
investigate the impacts of the 2019–2020 megafires on Superb Lyrebird 
populations and their habitat. This work contributed to broader efforts to 
understand post-fire recovery across Australia’s forest ecosystems. Alex’s 
recent research centres on the use of state and transition models to guide 
the management of agricultural and conservation landscapes. Leading on 
from the completed Farm-scale Natural Capital Accounting (NCA) project, he continues 
to investigate how ecosystem services contribute to landscape resilience. His current 
work includes two main areas of focus: one on understanding how regenerative 
agricultural practices support biodiversity and natural capital on farms, and another 
exploring how habitat change affects threatened Mallee bird communities. These 
projects reflect his ongoing commitment to applied ecological research with real -world 
outcomes and are delivered in close collaboration with industry, government, and 
research partners. 

 
NOV 11    Paul Perrottet - Australian Tennis Open History and Highlights. 
Paul is a long-term Rotary member and has been involved in airports and management roles. 
He has been with the Australian Open for 15 years in a number of roles. 
 
He is related to the 2nd last Premier of NSW – Premier Dominic Perrottet. 
 
 
DEC               No Speaker - Christmas Lunch 
 

 

 

https://scholars.latrobe.edu.au/amaisey


 
REPORTS 
 
FILM – Glenn Ewing 

 
There was only a small group this month but we all enjoyed seeing the 
film  at the Balwyn Cinema. A comedy/drama it featured Steve Coogan 
who experiences personal and political changes after adopting a 
penguin during a turbulent time in Argentina’s history. Based on a true 
story it was an entertaining and touching movie. 
 
Afterwards we headed over the road for lunch for a chat and to review 
the film. 

 
 

 
 
SPEAKER – Elida Brereton - Gerry Cross 

Elida Brereton’s description of her travels in Nepal and 
Afghanistan was riveting and every member there was 
enthralled as she painted word pictures of the scenery 
and the events that she and her friend experienced on 
this trip of a lifetime. 
 
Elida has two other trips she took and we hope to have 
her back at some future meeting. She has digital images  
that she indicated would be seen to advantage in the 
Willis Room. 
 
And from Glenn Ewing - 
At the May meeting we all enjoyed the travel talk from Elida Brereton. In an informative and very 
entertaining way she brought alive her early travels in the late 70s to Nepal and Afghanistan. From a 
pilot flying by the seat of his pants through the peaks of Nepal, to calls of nature high in the sky and 
exchanges with Soviet soldiers post curfew in Afghanistan she had us all in the palm of her hand.  
 
A polished speaker she gave us a wonderful insight into the experiences of two young friends from 
Melbourne who faced a number of challenges and met some memorable people as they travelled 
through these two fascinating countries. 

 
 
 

https://www.pexels.co
m 



 
SUNDAY LUNCH – Waverley RSL - Paula Bray 

Our Clubs monthly luncheon was at the Waverley RSL in MAY. 
We thoroughly enjoyed a delightful meal with the members which created an 
atmosphere brimming with lively conversation, laughter, and connection. 
  
The diverse array of meals catered to everyone’s tastes. It left everyone with full 
hearts and satisfied appetites. 
 
  
 
 
 

  MONDAY MORNING COFFEE – Ada Deunk 
On Monday mornings 12+ Probus members attend the coffee 
morning at Laburnum’ Gourmet Girl. Great friendly service and 
a special treat for any dogs visiting. 
 
The weather is a bit cool now but the conversation is lively. 
  
All welcome to come along every Monday morning. If it is too 
cold, we stay inside the shop but it is lovely when outside in the 
fresh air and sunshine - or drizzle sometimes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TALKING SHARES – Daryl Rogers 

 
1. Key Economic Happenings:- RBA, State Budget, Commodity prices, Inflation ,  

 Unemployment,etc 
2. Members share activity 
3.Shares of Interest :- updates and new suggestions 
                                 Please have data, share value range, major events etc on shares 
   previously put forward  
4. $100 k phantom portfolio :- please have updated figures based on share values on 2/6/25. 
5. Worthwhile articles , podcasts etc 
 
Discussion sought on:- 
1. Examine (TSL ) , Australian company seeking to mine titanium deposits in Sri Lanka. 
2. Impact of US instability on Australian Superannuation funds. 
3. Trump threatening to tariff US companies that don’t build factories domestically and produce  
 products. 
4.With weather severe events across Australia are commodities shares a worthy investment ? 
 

The meeting was held in a comfortable lounge area of the Blackburn Hotel and we were looked 
after very well with complimentary coffee and water. 
 

Photo: Chris Summers 



 
As you can see the agenda was lengthy and was further enlarged with extra contributions; a 
very interesting meeting with strong engagement. 
 
An update with the $100k phantom portfolio, some movement in rankings:- Daryl, Keiren, Dale, 
Peter, Paul. 
 
After the meeting a meal and terrific social time that went longer than the meeting ! 
Coordinator, Daryl Rogers 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COMMUNITY PAGE 

 
 


