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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT

Greetings to all again and | hope that you are all looking
forward to the change back to Standard Time as we enter
Autumn and our new Probus year.

The Outings and Events Committee under the Chairmanship of
Ray King has scheduled a broad range of activities for the
months ahead. We start with the Tour of the Guide Dog Centre
next Thursday April 10,

The AFL Football Random tipping is underway with the early

: ~ leaders standing up but there is a long way to September to
sort the winners. Our Club subscription tipping competition is on again and | have to
admit | am tipping my team Carlton as one of my picks and they are showing some
consistency as they lose each week. However, | live in hope that if they can wake up and
play four quarters of good football rather than one or two then they might have a chance
at the finals.

In discussions with other Probus Clubs we are hearing that having a maintained Facebook
page is a great way to promote the club and to gain new members. Our club seems to
have no trouble gaining new members from our website, but we have to admit that today
Facebook is the “in” THING. So, if there are any members who have experience or wish to
make contributions then please talk to a committee member.

Have a great day
Gerry

Birthdays for April

Scotty Clifford - 6 April
Trevor Bravo - 7 April
John Russo - 14 April

Heve 2 ¢reat time




AGM RESULTS — Meeting Held Tuesday 11 March.
Meet the new and continuing Committee Members

President - Gerry Cross

Vice-President - David Phillips
3 and David
Brown

Treasurer - Sue Mathews
and David Phillips

Secretary - Dale Perkins
Assistant - vacant

Speakers - Trevor Bravo
Assistant Alun Evans

Membership - Ken Spargo
Assistant - Jeanette Bravo

Welfare - Les Bain

ey |

Photography Group -
Michael Ransom

Outings — Ray King -
Glenn Ewing, Kate Cross and
Anne Osmon

Welcome Table -

Arne McFarland and

Patricia Fincham
-




Interclub Liaison - Richard Sunday Lunch - Meryl Ellway Probuzz & website
Lawrence gy Chris Summers

LONG TIME MEMBERS OF PROBUS - chris

At the AGM, several members were acknowledged as very long serving members of this Probus or
tthe Mitcham or Nunawading Clubs before the merger took place.
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lan Wood 30 years Bert Ellway 27 years Ray Summers 20 years
Nunawading Mitcham Nunawading

My apologies to any members of
the old Mitcham Club, as | did not
have access to the historical
records.

Please let me know if you are an
“old member’ 16 years or more.

James Stuart 16 years Trevor Bravo 16 years
Nunawading Nunawading



A SPECIAL FOR
THE MONDAY
COFFEE DRINKERS.

Meet baby Fei with Mum Jess,
Grandma Julie and Douglas, Dad of
course.

E
AFTER MEETING LUNCH

Following the meeting the lunch will be at
The Coach Hotel, Ringwood,
385 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood.
12.15
All welcome.

Please remember to send your
apology to
Patricia Fincham
before the next meeting.
Phone: 0447 228 354
Email:
gpfincham@outlook. com

MEMBERS

Please bring your Probus
name tag.

We have several new and
prospective members
and it is much more friendly
if they can see your name.

"

MONDAY COFFEE SESSIONS

Gourmet Girl, Laburnum shops.
Come along and join this happy
group at 10.30 or
come earlier if you cannot wait
that long for your coffee.

Every Monday.

With lunch outings, please be careful to pay your account before leaving the venue -
The Food Republic and Waverley RSL are good examples where this can occur.
Itis very easy to be busy talking and just wander off home after a great meal




SOME MEMBERS NEED ASSISTANCE TO GET TO OUR MEETINGS

CAN YOU HELP? Some members need help with transport to and from
the meeting and/or to lunch in Ringwood after each meeting.

If you can help these members, please speak to Gerry to organise your ‘buddy’.

NOT SO WELL MEMBERS

There a number of our members on the ‘sick list” — Trevor with his new ankle so no
footy for him for a while and one member with covid.

If you feel you know them well enough, | am sure they would appreciate a phone call
to help cheer them up.

The Committee desperately require an assistant Secretary and Treasurer.
These are not difficult tasks so please speak to Gerry if you could help out.

EVERYONE — Please wear your name tags to meetings

and even on outings,
to help the new comers to the Club.

REMEMBER - Membership fees are due.
Please pay cash to Sue Mathews

or direct to bank account.
Bendigo Bank — BSB 633000 Acc. No. 162 650 147



SPEAKERS = Trevor Bravo

This month’s speaker is Fiona Rogers and she will be talking about her
working life in prisons.

May speaker - Elida Brereton TBC

— Elida Brereton speaking on Nepal and Afghanistan.

She has spent 43 years as teacher, Assistant Principal and Principal in the
Victorian government school system, with nearly 18 years as Principal.

PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP - wmichael Ransom

Our next photography outing will be to Box Hill on Friday, April 11, the Friday after
our next meeting. It has been brought forward from the usual fourth Friday because
of Anzac Day and Good Friday.

We will meet in Box Hill Central, at the spot where passengers come into the centre after getting
off the train. There is a lot to photograph in Box Hill; lots of development sites, as well as the

market, the shopping centre, and the Asian influence in the area.

You don’t need an expensive camera; your mobile phone will be fine. You don’t even need to take
photos if you would just like to join us walking around learning more about the area.

Contact Michael for further information — 0417 514 349

Probus Members Win Bowls Grand Final — jeanette Bravo

Jeanette and Trevor Bravo, playing for Blackburn Bowls Club were part of the team that won the
TTuesday Pennant Grand Final.

At season’s end Blackburn finished
fourth on the ladder. During the finals the team then proceeded to beat the third side (Ivanhoe), the
second side (Greythorn) and finally the top side (Box Hill RSL)



The Grand Final was a tight encounter. Scores were level on 53 to 53 after two rinks had played
their 21 ends and the other rink had played 20 ends. There was silence and breaths held by
players and supporters as the final end was played and to the great delight of the team, Blackburn
finished two shots up. Final score was Blackburn 55 to Box Hill RSL 53.

Blackburn hotel, Whitehorse Road Blackburn at 12.30pm.

Let Meryl know if you plan at attend on 0407 042 572

Blackburn Creek Bird Walk - cerry

Autumn bird walk along the Blackburn Creeklands will be on Saturday April 26.
Would anyone wish to lead this? All that is required is for someone to be there
and to take the names of members in case of an insurance claim. This is a
simple job that could be done and enjoy the bird walk and observe and
photograph the birds in Autumn and Spring.

The Blackburn Creeklands members lead the walks and identify the bird
species. Let me know of your interest in the role.
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On the 17th of March five members of our group

headed to the movies at the Balwyn cinema. Four of us
M went to see A Complete Unknown starring Timothy

A ==t Chalamet

COMPLETE _ & '

UNKNOWN “— / ¥

The film portrays Bob Dylan through his earliest folk
q music success until the controversy over his use of
. { ; / electric instruments. We all enjoyed this biographical
' F T N musical drama film which brought back a lot of
memories to us all.

AMET

Darryl, Mr Movies, headed to Black Bag which he heartily
recommended (good plot, tense, well written etc)

SUNDAY LUNCH = Warran Glen Nursery & Café = Meryl Ellway

It was another great Sunday lunch outing to the nursery and café on the outskirts of Warrandyte.
Twenty one members remembered to check their diaries and arrive on time for lunch. A couple of
ssenior members of the Club did arrive late after a reminder phone call. So glad you made it !!

Fish and chips and various salads were very popular meals — only problem was the constant wasp
invaders, some even tried drowning in Graeme’s beer, but they managed to climb onto the lemon
slice in the Corona and flew away to attack someone else.



As usual, the café was crowded and the house full sign was out on our arrival. The grounds were

very pretty with autumn colours sneaking in and of course the shop and nursery were ‘as busy as
bees’ — or wasps.

Thank you Meryl for organising this great outing once again.
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NOTICE. you book for an outing or lunch, please notify the co-ordinator as early as possible

| if you are not able to attend. Bookings have to be made to hold our booking at a venue and on
amany occasions we have to a pay for non-attendees.



SPEAKER = Gerry Cross - Chris Summers

Wow! Our own President, Gerry gave a most interesting talk on his life as
a forester for over 50 years. He has worked in the ACT, Philipines,
Solomon Islands, PNG, Canada, West Australia, Queensland, Victoria and
Tasmania. In PNG and Canada he said he felt like a pioneer. In total, he
and his family moved 19 times. The last 27 years of his career he was a
consultant and that more than 110 million trees were replanted during
his time as a forester.

As a forest engineer he with his team planned where to harvest,
provision of roads and bridges to gain access to the required timber for
logging. In Canada he was involved in cable logging for 8 years. In British
Columbia, Canada, they flew in/flew out for work and had a single engine
plane and constantly had to contend with wildlife on the strip — moose,
elk, goats and bear. They had to bury their food so the bears could not
sniff out tonight’s dinner.

‘Greenies’ were always in the areas of timber logging, especially in ACT and Tasmania. Fires were
a constant concern to the workers. How do we get out? 80% of fires are lit by people and 20%
result from lightning strikes.

Selective logging was done. They would select a 1m diameter tree and fell it. In Gerry’s time the
cost was $17cubic metre and sold it to Japan. Rainforests are very resilient and are understated
with the way they regenerate. Slash burning was used to help seed regrowth and this was
generally very fast, as trees go. There were ‘codes’ for logging — not on a south face. This was to
protect streams and wildlife, eg. deer. Felled logs would be machine stripped of bark, bark would
be mulched and spread over the now bare land as fertiliser for the new growth. There is now
approx. 4000 hectares of forest in the Ord River area.

Many dangers encountered and had to be avoided at all costs. Chain saw accidents, in the older
plank method of felling, falling from the planks was always a risk, after fires, trees/branches falling
when not expected. Tree fallers were most at risk as the cut tree could spring in any direction and
catch the faller off guard.

Scale of operations was huge — harvesting thousands of
hectares to produce millions of tonnes of wood for paper
mills, shingle mills, veneer mills, sawmills and particle
Board plants. Harvesting systems used were — axe and
crosscut, horses and oxen, chainsaws, bulldozers and

skidders, cable systems, mechanised systems, rail then
roads, steam trains and now trucks.

Thanks you Gerry for a great ‘friendly’ talk.
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PAYN ES RlSE WlNERY = Glenn Ewing

Under leaden skies eleven members of our group

ventured out to Paynes Rise winery in Seville. After
wandering through the original 1860’s homestead and
outbuildings we headed inside for more cosy surroundings
and enjoyed a lovely lunch with much chatter and laughter.

Sometimes smaller boutique wineries, particularly with
history on show and rolling hills in the background, can
provide a perfect lunch location. Everyone enjoyed
themselves and we even managed to beat the rain!
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TALKING SHARES - Daryl Rogers

On hold this month. Too many have made too much money and have
travelled overseas or interstate.

BIRD WATCHING GROUP - chris

Come on bird lovers and walkers alike.
This group do have a very early start — 7am when the birdies are just waking up, in
| autumn and spring, Yes, just two outings per year.

Our members join with the Blackburn Creeklands Group for this bird walk. It is a
level ground walk and through the beautiful creeklands of Blackburn. This area
is so peaceful. It might be a bit chilly, so bring your coat and of course, your camera.

Please speak to Gerry if you are interested.

\
P PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP = Michael Ransom

Our last outing was to Ballarat on a beautiful sunny day in late March. Five of us travelled by
train, climbing the Pentland Hills and passing lots of windmills on the way. In Ballarat we took
heaps of photos of the many beautiful Victorian buildings in the central business area, and some
of us walked up to Lake Wendouree, through some of Ballarat’s premier real estate. Lunch was
at the Lakeview Hotel, overlooking the lake.




~ Photo: Michael Ransom .7

Photo: M. Ransom

Gl VO

Photo: Michael Ransom

PROPOSED OUTINGS

Thursday 10 April - Guide Dog Training Museum, Kew
Tour time — 10am to 11.30am
Where - 2/6 Chandler Highway, Kew
Donation $20 per person.
Carpool
Kate Cross 0418 130 499

Thursday 1 May - Gulf Station, Yarra Glen
Cost $15.

Glenn Ewing — 0439 898 207




Some yet to be confirmed

Thursday 19 June — Kenworth Truck Factory, Bayswater.
Max number per tour 6 .
Maybe organise several tours if sufficient interest
Carpool
Kate Cross 0418 130 499

Tuesday 8 July — Christmas in July. Box Hill Golf Club.
‘Sing Australia Heathmont’ choir to perform at 11.30.
Kate Cross 0418 130 499

Wednesday 20 August — Ten Pin Bowling.
Where — Healthway Recreation Centre. Mont Albert
Cost - one game $17.50 - Two games $27.50
Carpool
Ray King 0416 014 646

Monday 1 September — Government House Tour
Where - Government House Drive, Melbourne
Tour starts - at 11am TBC
Cost - $10 TBC
Transport — train, tram or car.

Expression of interest required
Glenn Ewing 0439 898 207

Wednesday 22 October — The Round Theatre, Nunawading
This is a prepaid event. THE
§24 TBC R@U N D
arpool
Andrew Lloyd Webber Musical Show
Anne Osmon 0408 733 066

Wednesday 19 November — Johnston Collection, East Melbourne
Tour —-2.30
This is a prepaid event.
Cost - $24 per person TBC
Anne Osmon 0408 733 066




Tuesday 9 December - Christmas Lunch, Canterbury International
Hotel. Now renamed the Radisson Hotel, Forest Hill.
This has been booked and cost is $57 per person for 2 course lunch
(based on 55 diners)
Anne Osmon - 0408 733 066

COMMUNITY PAGE

If you have a Community Notice, please send it to me for inclusion in Probuzz.
(crnsummers@gmail.com)

This group was recently invited to play in
Shepparton at the large Italian Festival held
there.

It was a huge success.

CONDUCTOR GIULIAND DI TENND

FREE CONCERY
Sunday 22 June 2025 @ 2.30pm

Holy Trinity Anglican Church Cnr. High St & Pakington Street Kew
Further information phone 0417 361 092

www.boroondarasymphonicband.com.au
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