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PROBUS CLUB of TUGGERANONG Inc. 

NEWSLETTER No. 381 –24 April 2025 
 

Meets at Vikings Town Centre Club,   President: Sharon Blackmore - 0421 373 617 
Athllon Drive, Greenway                                    Secretary: Leonie Hancott – 0400 449 839 
at 10.00 am, 4th Monday of the month             Membership: Rowena Davey – 0447 888 856 
               Welfare: Kerry Buik – 0421 737 282 
Newsletter Editor: Anne - 0400 772 424             Outings: Bron Heinrich – 0409 895 085 
 

Bank details: Probus Club of Tuggeranong.- BSB: 633 000  Acct No. 194 077 772 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Monday 28 April – General Meeting  
Cameo - Nasonie  - Helicopter  
   Emergency Medical Service 
Guest Speaker – Stephen Trump, Red Cross – Meals on Wheels and other services  
 
Friday 23 May – self-drive (car pool) to Bungendore - leave 9.30 am from Vikings 
Town Centre or meet Bron at Phil’s Emporium, 27 Butmaroo Street, Bungendore. 
 
Monday 26 May – General Meeting 
Guest Speaker – Bill Waterhouse – Major’s Creek Wombat Rescue & Care Sanctuary 
 
Thursday 12 June – visit National Library of Australia and lunch -TBC 
 
Monday 23 June – General Meeting 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

BIRTHDAYS  

Several members have birthdays in May: Liz Ashton, Sharron Blackmore,    
Dora Chapman, Maryanne Graham, Joan Hibberson, Bert Klaassen, 
Jennifier Sims, Stuart Smith, Vera Thomas, Carole Thompson,  
Marsha Sweeney, Sharin Tully, Steve Williams and Elaine Wilson. 
Two of the ladies will be OBE but I will not embarrass them by saying who!!! 
We wish all of you a very Happy Birthday. 
   ==========  ==========  ========== 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Having just paid my $30.00 membership fee, I thought it appropriate to remind those of 
you who have not yet done so, to pay your fee before the end of the month. See bank 
details above. 
 
Anyone unfinancial on 31 May 2025 will no longer be considered a member of the Club. 
 

Would any member like to assist me with the monthly newsletter? 
If so, please come and have a chat at the next meeting.   

             Anne 
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If you are unable to attend our next meeting, please contact Rowena Davey by 
sending her a text on 0447 888 856 prior to the meeting. Don’t forget if you are leaving the 
meeting early to let Rowena know.  
 

MEET YOUR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

President   Sharron Blackmore 
Vice President  Dennis Lovatt 
Secretary   Leonie Hancott  Assistant Anne Meade 
Treasurer   Joe Parisi   Assistant Dennis Lovatt 
Membership  Rowena Davey  Assistant Margie Lovatt 
Welfare   Kerry Buik   Assistant  Bette Hawkins 
Speaker Seeker  John Davenport  Assistant Bert Klaassen 
Outings   Bron Heinrich  Assistants  Lorri Bults & 
          Valerie Sanders 
Editor   Anne Meade  Assistant 
 

Congratulations to all 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bron, Rowena, Sharron, Dennis, Leonie, Kerry and John 
Joe and Anne were not at the AGM 

  ==========  ==========  ========== 
 

THE FLOATING FOREST 

The floating forest is an 
example of how nature can 
reclaim and breathe new life  
into abandoned structures, 

turning them into breathtaking 
sights that captivate visitors, 
in this instance a ship’s hull. 
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Thanks to Lorri for all the photos she takes at our meetings, lunches and trips. 
Here are few from a previous meeting, Christmas party and Lightning Ridge trip. 
 

  
 
 Pitchin’ In, who entertained us      Tony Whelan and Anne 

   at our Christmas party. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bathing beauties in the thermal pool in Moree 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

CAN YOU RELATE TO THIS??? 
How’s the diet going? 

Not good…I had eggs for breakfast.t 
Scrambled? 

No, Cadbury!! 
   ==========  ==========  ========== 

BREAKING NEWS 
Engineers have made a car which can run on parsley. 

Now they are hoping to make buses and trains that run on thyme!! 
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CHAT ABOUT BOOKS 

THE CRYPTIC CLUE by Amanda Hampson 
 

This story is about a group of women who are employed as ‘Tea 
Ladies’ for several factories in and about Sydney's Darlinghurst 
area. It is 1966 and the Opera House, 
which was designed by Bjorn Utzon 
from Denmark, is being built.  

 
One of these ladies receives a phone call telling her that she 
needs to visit her husband who is currently ‘holidaying’ at 
Sydney's Long Bay Jail. He has a mystery which needs 
solving.  
 
Several of her friends decide to join forces and try to solve his 
mystery. This leads them into further adventures and even 
murder. 
 
Meanwhile, progress is being forced onto most of these 
intrepid ladies because of the introduction of new fancy tea 
and coffee machines. which are being introduced in factories and are threatening the 
jobs of the ladies. The ladies seem to rely on Hazel and she takes it upon herself to try 
and rectify this untenable situation.  
 
I found parts of this story really interesting, with the mention of many of Sydney's places 
and the poverty and customs of the time period. Frank and I married in 1962, and we 
had our first daughter in 1964, thereby remembering many of the expressions and times 
of the day.           Vivien 

   ==========  ===========  ========== 
 

    WATER TOWER MURAL IN HAY 
This mural depicts Corporal Cliff Farlow, a  local 
farmer who joined up at the commencement of 
World War II. He was taken prisoner by the 
Japanese army in Malaya and subsequently slave 
laboured on the Thailand-Burma Railway.  
 
Cliff was among the POW's transported to the 
Japanese homeland in 1944. The ship was one of 
many convoys that became the victims of US 
submarine wolf packs. He was rescued by the 
submarine USS Pampanito, and survived the war. 
 ==========  ========== 
 

Do your little bit of good where you are; 
it’s those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.       Desmond Tutu 
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OUR BLUE MOUNTAINS ADVENTURE 

Leaving Canberra very early on a dark rainy day, we travelled inland to our destination, 
the Lithgow Workers club for our four nights’ accommodation. Lunch was at a pub in 
Hampton in the Blue Mountains known for its wonderful scenic views, we saw white 
clouds! We then visited the Gory’u Japanese Gardens featuring maples, rock 
formations, pagodas, bridges, etc. set around a lake setting. On arrival in Lithgow we 
settled into our accommodation. 
 
Day two: Lithgow is famous for its rich industrial heritage, particularly coal mining and 
steel production. We firstly visited the ruins of the first commercially viable iron and steel 
works in Australia, as both coal and iron ore had been discovered in the Lithgow area. 
Later we visited the former Lithgow State Coal Mine Museum. We departed from 
Clarence on board the Zig Zag Heritage Steam Train for a ninety-minute train ride that 
took us through tunnels and over viaducts as we zig zagged our way to the bottom of 
the valley and then back up again. 
 
Day three began at about 3.15 am with a ‘beep beep’ giving way to ‘woop woop’ 
“Evacuate the building”. Eventually three fire engines arrived and with the alarm reset 
we were all allowed back into the building. 
 
Our first stop of the day was to view the iconic Three Sisters from Echo Point in 
Katoomba. Then it was off to Scenic World where we experienced the Skyway, Railway 
and Cableway. Lunch was at Leura with its boutique shops and cozy cafes. Later the 
Art Deco Everglades House and gardens were visited, a stunning residence with 
spectacular views across the valley. 
 
Day four began with a visit to Mount Piper coal fired power station. Unfortunately the 
power station itself was closed for annual maintenance so had to be content with the 
displays in the information centre. The silo art at the former Portland Cement Works 
contained images of former cement works employees. The buildings here were viewed, 
now almost an empty shells since the works was shut down. The town’s people are 
trying to re-purpose the buildings. After lunch we drove on to Mount Wilson and spent 
the afternoon exploring two beautiful gardens. 
 
On our last day we descended our way down from the Blue Mountains towards the 
Sydney area. We visited Norman Lindsay’s home and gallery at Faulconbridge where 
his famous art works were created and some are on display. He also wrote a number 
of books including the children’s book The Magic Pudding. After finally arriving in Penrith 
it was all aboard the paddle-wheeler Nepean Belle, where we enjoyed a lunch cruise 
through the Nepean Gorge before returning to Canberra.  
 
The trip was very enjoyable, The tour director and the coach driver did a great job, were 
knowledgeable, and always friendly and cheerful. The accommodation and meals at 
the Lithgow Workers’ club and motel were very good.                         Dennis & Margie 

  ==========  ==========  ========== 
This was a fabulous trip. Lorri took squillions of photos and I had difficulty in 
choosing which to use, thus the extreme length of this newsletter. You will realise 
we visited several gardens and had no shortage of meals!!!           Editor 
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  Gory’u Japanese Gardens 
 
 

 
  3.00 AM motel evacuation 
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Onboard the Nepean Belle 
 

Trainee ship’s captains!! 
 ========== ========== 
Bumper sticker on a senior’s car 

“I am speeding because I have to get there 
before I forget where I am going.” 

  



 

Probus Club of Tuggeranong                  Newsletter 363  – 21 September 2023                          Page 9 

 

MORNING TEA AT TUGGERANONG HOMESTEAD 

The weather was suitable for a morning visit to the Tuggeranong Homestead. The day 
began with a new road being created, although it seems this is not the first occurrence 
of using the footpath as a road.  
 
A volunteer named Rebecca, along with her 
husband Geoff, provided informative insights 
into the homestead's history throughout the 
morning. The visit commenced with 
Devonshire Tea, where scones were served 
in abundance. After enjoying the scones, a 
tour of the house and grounds followed.  
 
The volunteers are affiliated with Minders of 
Tuggeranong Homestead (MOTH). Founded on 21 October 1992, MOTH is a non-profit 
community lobby group that successfully opposed a proposal approved by the ACT 
Government to develop a medium-density housing estate on the historic Tuggeranong 
Homestead site, arguing that such development would compromise the property's 
heritage value. So much history would have been lost had they not been successful.  
                Bron 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

A HISTORY LESSON WITH A DIFFERENCE! 

Have you ever wondered how particular ‘sayings’ originated. This ‘history lesson’ 
will explant the how, when and why. 
 
Many. many years ago most people got married in June because they took their 
yearly bath in May, and they still smelled pretty good by June. Since they were 
starting to smell, however, brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body 
odour. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. 
 
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the 
privilege of the nice clean water, then all the sons and other men, then the women, 
and finally the children. Last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty you 
could actually lose someone in it..…hence the saying “Don’t throw the baby out 
with the bath water”. 
 
Houses had thatched roofs, thick straw, piled high, with no wood underneath. It 
was the only place for animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals 
(mice, bugs) lived in the roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes 
the animals would slip and fall off the roof, resulting in the idiom, “it’s raining cats 
and dogs”. 

To be continued next month…… 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

Be strong enough to stand alone, 
be smart enough to know when you need help 

and brave enough to ask for it. 


