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PROBUS CLUB of TUGGERANONG Inc. 

NEWSLETTER No. 382 –22 May 2025 
 

Meets at Vikings Town Centre Club,   President: Sharon Blackmore - 0421 373 617 
Athllon Drive, Greenway                                    Secretary: Leonie Hancott – 0400 449 839 
at 10.00 am, 4th Monday of the month             Membership: Rowena Davey – 0447 888 856 
               Welfare: Kerry Buik – 0421 737 282 
Newsletter Editor: Anne - 0400 772 424             Outings: Bron Heinrich – 0409 895 085 
 

Bank details: Probus Club of Tuggeranong.- BSB: 633 000  Acct No. 194 077 772 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 26 May – General Meeting 
Guest Speaker – Bill Waterhouse – Major’s 
Creek Wombat Rescue & Care Sanctuary 
 
Saturday 7 June – Present Laughter at HUB Theatre – purchase own tickets 
 
Thursday 12 June – tour the National Library of Australia and lunch 
 
Saturday 14 June – Dinner at Indian Grill restaurant, Reed Street, Greenway  
at 6.30 pm 
 
Monday 23 June – General Meeting 
Guest Speaker - Robyn Wood on the Concord - London to New York 
 
Monday 28 July – General Meeting 
Guest Speaker - Michael Brice on the work of Lions Clubs 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

BIRTHDAYS  

Several members have birthdays in June: Roger Amos and Kay Fitton. 
We wish you both a very Happy Birthday. 
   ==========  ==========  ========== 

FROM THE EDITOR 

I don’t have a lot to report this month  - our outing for the month yet to happen and no 
book review. I will search my ‘Bits & Pieces’ file for some tid bits, jokes and cartoons. 

            Anne 
Don’t forget, if you are unable to attend our next meeting, please contact Rowena 
Davey by sending her a text on 0447 888 856 prior to the meeting. Don’t forget if you are 
leaving the meeting early to let Rowena know.  
  ==========   ==========   ========== 

 ANNUAL MEMBER SHIP FEE 
Thank you to the members who have paid their $30 membership fee. This is a reminder 
that if it is NOT PAID by 31 MAY you will be considered unfinancial and no longer a 
member of our Probus Club. See bank details above or put $30 in an envelope marked 
with your name and “Membership Fee”.  
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A HISTORY LESSON WITH A DIFFERENCE! Cont. 

Are you still wondering how particular ‘sayings’ originated. Here are a few more 
explanations. 
 
In houses of ‘olde’, the floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt, 
leading folks to coin the phrase “dirt poor”. 
 
The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they 
spread thresh (straw) on the floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they 
added more thresh until, when you opened the door, it would all start slipping outside. 
A piece of wood was placed in the entrance way, subsequently creating a “thresh hold”. 
 
In those days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the 
fire. Every day they lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables 
and did not get much meat. They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving the leftovers in 
the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next day. sometimes stew had food 
in it that had been there for quite a while, and thus the rhyme, “Peas porridge hot, peas 
porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old”. 
 
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors 
came over, they would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a 
man could, “bring home the bacon”. They would cut off a little to share with guests and 
would all sit around and “chew the fat”. 
 
Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some 
of the lead to leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning death. This happened most 
often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered 
poisonous. 
 
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the 
family got the middle, and guests got the top, or the “upper crust”. 

  ==========  ==========  ========== 

Name the movie from the following clues 

For Example – Male royal and you……….The King and I 
         Answers on Page 3 
1. Steel Chap  .   
2. Celestial Odyssey 
3. Plunderers of the misplaced curve 
4. Late pond 
5. The noise of melody 
6. Chiroptera bloke       (look it up – I did!) 
7. Absent with the squall 
8.  High rank Yankee 
9.  Noble of the circles 
10. The deity dad 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

Why did the golfer wear two pairs of trousers? 
In case he got a hole in one.  



Probus Club of Tuggeranong                         Newsletter 382  – 22 May 2025                                Page 3 

 

WHAT’S A HEADACHE? 

One day, God summoned Adam for an important task he must complete. 
God Said, "Adam, I want you to do something for me." 
Adam said, "Gladly Lord, what do you want me to do?" 
God said, "Go down into that valley." Adam said, "What's a valley?" 
God explained it to him. 
Then God said, "Cross the river." Adam said, "What's a river?" 
God explained that to him. 
Then God said, "Go over to the hill." Adam said, "What's a hill?" 
So, God explained to Adam what a hill was. 
God told Adam, "On the other side of the hill you will find a cave." 
Adam said, "What's a cave?" God explained what a cave was. 
Then God said, "In the cave you will find a Woman." Adam said, "What's a woman?" 
So, God explained that to him too. 
God continued, "I want you to reproduce." Adam said, "Well, gosh, how do I do that?" 
God muttered away to himself, rather annoyed. Then, just like everything else, God 
explained that to Adam as well. 
So, Adam goes down into the valley, across the river, over the hill, into the cave, and 
finds the woman. Then, after about thirty minutes, Adam was back. 
God, his patience wearing thin, said angrily, "What is it now?" 
Adam then asked, "What's a headache?" 

 

 
Answers to Name the Movies 
1. Iron Man  
2. Star Trek 
3. Raiders of the Lost Ark 
4. Dead Pool 
5. The Sound of Music    
6. Bat Man 
7. Gone with the Wind 
8. Captain America 
9. Lord of the Rings 
10. The Godfather  
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We may not have a book review this month 
but the following is in keeping with theme of literature. 

 
 

Who is William Shakespeare? 

Considered to be the greatest writer of the English language and the most well-known 
dramatist in the world, William Shakespeare was born over 450 years ago and lived to 
the age of 52. He must be the most quoted writer in the history of the English-speaking 
world and many of his quotations have passed into everyday usage in English, and other 
languages. When we think of Shakespeare, quotes, “To be, or not to be, that is the 
question" from Hamlet, springs to mind. Yet Shakespeare’s expressions and words are 
unknowingly quoted by most of us on a daily basis. 
 
He used around 29,000 different words in his plays – at least double the vocabulary of 
other great English writers. An amazing 10,000 of these had never previously been used 
in any surviving English literature, and 1,700 of them are household words today. You 
may be surprised to know that excitement, lonely, flawed, fashionable, champion, 
tranquil, blushing, amazement and zany were all invented by Shakespeare. 
 
He is also credited for inventing (or at least popularising) many everyday expressions 
including “It’s all Greek to me”, “Cold comfort”, and “Without rhyme or reason”. “A 
charmed life” was said by Macbeth to Macduff in reference to the witches’ prophecy. 
“Come full circle” is from King Lear, “Neither here nor there” is from Othello and the idea 
of “being cruel to be kind” is from Hamlet. 
 
When you rise after a restless night you can thank Cymbeline for the expression ”I have 
not slept a wink” and when you catch someone doing something they shouldn’t, again 
thank Cymbeline for “The game is up”! 
 
As You Like It has given us “All the world’s a stage and all the men and women merely 
players” and also “Too much of a good thing”. “A foregone conclusion” comes from 
Othello, as does “Wearing your heart on your sleeve” and “The green-eyed monster of 
jealousy”. 
 
So next time you use expressions such as “Kill with kindness”, “Come what may, “Heart 
of gold” or “Every dog will have its day”, think of William working away with his quill and 
ink. 
 
N.B. I have learned much this month with this and the “History Lesson” above and I sure 
most of you have also.           Editor 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 
Why can’t you play games in the zoo/jungle?       Because there are too many cheetahs! 

 
What did the fish say when it swam into a wall?                   Dam! 

 
What lies at the bottom of the sea and shivers?          A nervous wreck 

https://lovattspuzzles.com/who-is-william-shakespeare/
https://lovattspuzzles.com/wp-content/uploads/CP2024-09_Blog-AssetsWeb_William_Shakespeare.jpg

