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PROBUS CLUB of TUGGERANONG  

NEWSLETTER No. 379 – 22 FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Meets at Vikings Town Centre Club,  President: Anne Meade – 0400 772 424 
Athllon Drive, Greenway     Secretary: Leonie Hancott – 0400 449 839 
at 10.00 am, 4th Monday of the month     Membership: Rowena Davey – 0447 888 856 
Treasurer: Joe Parisi – 0417 492 442   Welfare: Kerry Buik – 0421 737 282 
Newsletter Editor: Anne – 0400 772 424 Outings: Bron Heinrich – 0409 895 085 
 

Bank details: Probus Club of Tuggeranong.- BSB: 633 000  Acct No. 194 077 772 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Monday 24 February – General Meeting 

Cameo – Barbara Tallents 
Guest Speaker – Michelle Jenkins, 
Senior Visitor Services Officer, Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve 

 
Wednesday 12 March – lunch at Common Grounds Café, Jeffries Street, Gowrie 
 
Monday 24 March – General Meeting and Annual General Meeting 
 Guest Speaker – Di Johnstone – Pets and Positive Ageing 
 
Saturday 29 March to Wednesday 2 April – trip to the Blue Mountains 
 
Wednesday 9 April – Tuggeranong Homestead, Johnson Drive, Richardson 
 Morning tea and tour of the historic homestead – cost $25.00 

  ==========  =========   ========= 

BIRTHDAYS  
We have a few members celebrating birthdays in March:  
Don Blackmore, Peter Chen, Bron Heinrich, Norma Lole,  
Marta Munsterman, Gail Murdock and Barb Tallents. 
        HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all. 
  ==========  ==========   

FROM THE TREASURER 

Members are reminded that annual fees are due at the Annual General Meeting. This was 
discussed at the Management Committee meeting and it will remain at $30.00 which can be paid 
at the meeting (with your name and ‘annual fee’ written on an envelope) or direct to the Club’s 
bank account – details on page 1.                  Joe 

  ==========  ==========  ========== 
 

Daffy Duck and Elmer Fudd break into a distillery. 
Daffy turns to Elmer and says; “Is this Whiskey?” 

Elmer says” Yeth but not as whiskey as wobbing a bank!!” 
 ==========  ==========  ========== 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement. 
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CHINESE YEAR OF THE SNAKE 

As usual we celebrated the Chinese New Year with a delicious lunch at the China Tea 
House in Erindale. Forty-three members attended, our largest number to any lunch so far. 
The menu catered for all tastes and none of us left the restaurant feeling hungry. 
 
I wonder how many remember what was in their fortune cookie? Here are a few examples 
from the table at which I was sitting: 
You will drive your own success, 
Don’t be afraid to chase after your dreams, 
Don’t let other words get to you and 
Never give up, you will achieve great things in life. 
 
What does the Year of the Snake mean? 
In Chinese symbology, those born in the Year of the Snake are 
said to be recognised for their keen insight and extraordinary 
intelligence. 
The snake is also considered the most tenacious of the 12 
zodiac animals. 
It is said that those people born in the spring and summer of a 
Snake Year (1929, 1941, 1953, 1965) are considered the most 
powerful and positive, while those born in winter are seen as 
submissive.        Anne 

 

          

 
Photos courtesy of Lorri    

https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/snake
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UPCOMING TRIPS & INSURANCE 

Let Bron know if you would like a copy of the itinerary for the .Ultimate Tasmania 
Experience 14-days/13 nights fully escorted trip around south, west, north and east of 
Tasmania. Wednesday 22 October to 4 November 2025 Wow what a trip! Cost: $6,898 
double/twin and $8,250 single. 
 
If you are considering doing any trips it is recommended that you take out travel insurance, 
but especially for the Tasmanian trip. I took a 12-month policy with Trade Travel when we 
did a couple of trips within 12 months, and it proved to be cheaper than for just one of the 
trips!! Probus (PSPL) also offer competitive policies.         Anne 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

BOOK CLUB 

Our Chat About Books group is very successful. As it can’t accept new members at the 
moment, it has been suggested we start another book club. 
 
We are seeking expressions of interest as to the format of such a club, meeting day, 
meeting place, etc. and a co-ordinator. 
 
Please speak to Kerry (our Welfare Officer) or Anne (Editor) with your suggestions. 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

LIDS4KIDS 

We are no longer collecting blister packs containing plastic or cardboard backing due to 
processing costs – only ALL ALUMINIUM packs now please. 
 
Please ensure ALL PLASTIC LIDS (milk, juice, etc.) are clean, i.e. washed. 
 
Other items are still being collected – batteries, corks, wine bottle tops, rubber bands, etc. 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 24 MARCH 2025 

All positions on the Management Committee will be declared vacant at the AGM. Any 
financial member is eligible to nominate for any position. Several current committee 
members will re-nominate, however I will not do so, as I have been your President for 
three years and our Vice President Robert also will not re-nominate. 
 
The positions are President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Speaker Seeker, 
Membership Officer, Outings Officer, Welfare Officer, and Editor. All but the first two should 
have an assistant – these are appointments and not elected positions. If you are interested 
in being an assistant, please let Leonie or myself know.  
 
The continued success of our Club depends on having a full Management Committee. 
Please give consideration to nominating yourself or accepting a nomination made by 
someone else. 
 
Nomination forms will be available at the February and March meetings. Completed forms 
should be returned to the Secretary, Leonie, prior to the commencement of the meeting in 
March. 
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CHAT ABOUT BOOKS 

LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY by Bonnie Garmus 

 
This is a story about Eliabeth 
Zott, who in the 1950s 
dreams of being a scientist, 
but is challenged by the fact 
that women are seen as 
belonging in the home She 

accepts a job as a TV chef after being fired as a chemist 
four years earlier, and endeavours to teach housewives 
more than recipes. 
 
This story challenges the traditional idea of what make a 
family, not just formed by blood relations, but by bonds of 
love, respect and mutual support. Elizabeth’s life is far from 
traditional - her’s is a not-traditional family, she is a single 
mother to her daughter Madeline and dog Six-thirty. Her daughter is a bright child and 
Elizabeth teaches her to question and think independently. 
 

I found her relationship with her dog to be unrealistic and the conversations she has 
with him a little hard to believe. Dog vocabulary?? 
 
Elizabeth’s goal is to do research in abiogenesis, a field that was dominated by 
men. At this point she operates on the misbelief “that all people are awful” and that 
women are inferior to men. At the Hastings Institute she forces her way into working 
with Calvin Evans who eventually treats her like an equal. A romance begins but 
she refuses marriage as she did not want to be seen as Mrs Elizabeth Evans. Calvin 
Evans dies in a car accident, and she loses the support at Hastings when she 
discovers she is pregnant with Madeline. 
 
She faces many interesting obstacles over the years in her fight to show her equality 
to men in her field of science. Elizabeth finally achieves a significant position in a 
lab doing the work she wanted to do and being treated as an equal. 
 
A quirky novel, unrealistic in parts, but an enjoyable read.     Carol Willey 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

INTERNATIONAL DAYS 

Here are a few international days in March, as usual some are well-known and some 
rather obscure!! 
  

1 March – World Seagrass Day 
8 March – International Women’s Day 
10 March - International Day of Women Judges 
20 March – International Day of Happiness 
21 March – World Day of Glaciers 
30 March - International Day of Zero Waste   
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Frank Knight, one of our members,  

has asked me to issue this invitation to our 

Club members. Frank’s depiction of birds are 

truly magnificent. 

If you would like to attend the launch,  
speak to Frank at our February meeting. 

 

  ========== 
 ==========  ========== 

CURIOS FACTS ABOUT 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 

The longest one-syllable word in 
English is “screeched’. 
 
“Go” is the shortest complete 
sentence in the English  
 
The names of all continents in 
English end with the same letter that 
they start with: 
Europe, Asia, Africa, America, 
Australia, Antarctica. 
 
“The” is the most frequently used 
word in English. 
 
If you spell out every number from 0 
to 999, you will use every vowel 
except for “A”. you have to count to 
one thousand to find it! 
 
“Typewriter” is the longest word that 
can be typed with the letters only on  

    one row of the keyboard. 
 


