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PROBUS CLUB of TUGGERANONG Inc. 

NEWSLETTER No. 383 –19 JUNE 2025 
 

Meets at Vikings Town Centre Club,  President: Sharron Blackmore - 0421 373 617 
Athllon Drive, Greenway                                    Secretary: Leonie Hancott – 0400 449 839 
at 10.00 am, 4th Monday of the month             Membership: Rowena Davey – 0447 888 856 
               Welfare: Kerry Buik – 0421 737 282 
Newsletter Editor: Anne - 0400 772 424             Outings: Bron Heinrich – 0409 895 085 
 

Bank details: Probus Club of Tuggeranong.- BSB: 633 000  Acct No. 194 077 772 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 23 June – General Meeting 
Cameo Speaker – Dennis Lovatt 
Guest Speaker - Robyn Wood on the 
Concord - London to New York 
 
Thursday 10 July – Lunch at the Statesman Hotel in Curtin 
 
Monday 28 July – General Meeting 
Guest Speaker - Michael Brice on the work of Lions Clubs 
 
Friday 8 August – Friendship Lunch at Vikings Town Centre Club, Greenway 
 
Monday 26 August – General Meeting 
Cameo ??? 
Guest Speaker - Karen Viggers on her life experiences as a domestic and overseas 
vet with domestic animals and wildlife 
 
Monday 22 September – General Meeting 
Guest Speaker - Georgina Berg, Green Waste and Food Organics & Garden Organics 
 
Wednesday 24 September – COTA EXPO 
 
Friday 26 September – day coach trip to Gunning 
 
Friday 3 October - Fun & Games Day at Belconnen Bowling Club 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 
BIRTHDAYS  
Members celebrating birthdays in July are: Robert Quimby, Ruth Vosseler, 
Valerie Sanders and Tony Whelan. We wish you all a very Happy Birthday. 
   ==========  ==========  ========== 

The fact that there is a highway to hell and only a stairway to heaven, 
says a lot about anticipated traffic numbers. 

========== 
If you’re worried about your microwave collecting data and your TV spying on you,  

just remember – your vacuum has been collecting dirt on you for years.  
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CHAT ABOUT BOOKS 

THE JAM MAKER by Mary Lou Stephens 
 
In 1874 Harry and Henry began working for George Peacock 
& Sons jam factory in Hobart. Both were twelve years old; 
however, Harry was really Harriet. Harriet’s mother had cut 

her hair so she would pass as a boy, as only boys were employed at the factory. Their 
job was to paste labels onto jam tins. 
 
This book is about three strong women who battled the odds in a male dominated world 
trying to survive. 
 
A book of many facets. Big families, very little money, brutal 
drunken men, domestic violence, but also very good caring 
men.  
 
Jam! Wonderful jam of every variety possible. 
 
One very sad comment made by Harriet’s brother who had 
just returned from working on a whaling ship, “I am not going 
back. Killing whales is so long and cruel. You could hear 
them cry” 
 
I was fascinated by the language used. Nouns and verbs 
used in relation to sexual activity. 
 
This book demonstrated true friendship. Two women, such total trust and loyalty, Harriet 
and Ruth. Harriet also had Alice as a great friend and support. Alice was married to 
Harriet’s dearest old friend Henry Jones. Henry had always had Harriet’s back. 
 
This is historical fiction, set in Tasmania. Henry Jones went on to become Sir henry 
Jones, the owner of IXL. 
 
A wonderful read.                 Nasonie 
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Bungendore Outing Report 

On Friday, 23 May, eight members travelled to 
Bungendore despite the inclement weather and 
roadworks. Their first destination was Phil’s Emporium, 
where they explored assorted items and enjoyed a 
pleasant morning tea provided by the numerous 
volunteers. Engaging in conversation while enjoying hot 
beverages and sweet treats contributed to a delightful 
experience. 
 
Given the weather conditions, the group drove to their 
lunch destination, most visited the Wood Works Gallery 
enroute. Although hopes were high for finding bargains 
due to the gallery's imminent closure, no such 
opportunities arose.  
 
Lunch took place at Café Woodworks. Although some attendees found the food to be 
slightly underwhelming, the scones accompanied by jam and cream were particularly 
well-received (by me). Ultimately, it was the company and conversation that were most 
valued during the day.          Bron 
      ==========  ========== 
Thanks to Lorri, our photographer  
extraordinaire for the following. 
 
Right – presentation of ‘chain of office’ to our new 
President Sharron, and gift to the retiring 
President Anne 
 
Below - Speaker Seeker John with guest speaker 
Bill the Wombat Man 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right – John, 
Sharron and guest 
speaker Stephen 
Trump from Red 
Cross 
 
 
 

 
What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, but never in a thousand years? 
                   Answer below  
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A HISTORY LESSON WITH A DIFFERENCE! Cont. 

Now for the last of particular ‘sayings’ and their origins 
 
Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock 
the imbibers out for a couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them 
for dead and prepare them for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple 
of days and the family would gather around and eat and drink, and wait and see if they 
would wake up, creating the custom of holding a wake. 
 
They used to use urine to tan animal skins, so families used to all pee in a pot and then 
once a day it was taken and sold to the tannery. If you had to do this to survive you 
were ‘piss poor’. But worse than that were the really poor folk who couldn’t afford to buy 
a pot; they “didn’t have a pot to piss in’ and were the lowest of the low. 
 
The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water 
temperature isn’t just how you like it, think about how things used to be - here are some 
facts about the 1500s. 
 
England is a small country, and the local folks started running out of places to bury 
people. They would dig up coffins and take the bones to a bone-house and re-use the 
grave. When re-opening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch 
marks on the inside and they realised they had been burying people alive. So, they 
would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up through 
the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard all night 
(the graveyard shift) to listen for the bell, thus someone could be saved by the bell or 
was considered a dead ringer. 
 
And that’s the truth. Now, whoever said history was boring? 
 
I hope you have enjoyed the history lesson over the past few months.                   Anne 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

LAUGHTER THE BEST MEDICINE 
 

Tonight I’m gonna have possum soup, made from himalayan possum, 
because I found himalayan on the road. 

========= 
Teacher: What is the chemical formula for water? 

Donald: HIJKLMNO 
Teacher: What are you talking about? 
Donald: Yesterday you said its H to O 

========== 
95% of electric vehicles are still on the road. 
The remaining 5% made it all the way home. 

========== 
Welcome to your senior years where life is a delicate balance 

between trying to stay awake and trying to fall asleep 
========== 

There is no “M” in a thousand years.  
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21 HEARTS: VIVIAN BULLWINKEL AND THE NURSES OF VYNER BROOKE 
The Australian War Memorial is presenting a live 
theatre performance titled 21 Hearts: Vivian 
Bullwinkel and the Nurses of Vyner Brooke. This 
production tells the powerful true story that celebrates 
women's resilience, love, and hope in the face of 
adversity. 
 
A group booking of 15 tickets has been made for the 
performance on Saturday, 2 August at 2.00 pm at the 
Australian War Memorial Theatre. The cost is $59.80 
per person. The venue is wheelchair accessible. 
Content warning: explosions and war scenes. 

 
The performance 
is 110 minutes 
with no interval, allowing time afterward to attend 
the Last Post Ceremony at 4.30 pm if desired.  
 
Payment is due at the meeting on 23 June. There 
will be a reserve list if attendance exceeds 15 
people. If you would like to attend but cannot make 
the meeting, please inform Bron by calling  
0409 895 085 before 23 June. 
 ==========  ========== 

DAY COACH TRIP TO GUNNING 

Friday 26 September  
Start time: TBA 
Meeting point: 
    Vikings Town Centre Club. 
COST: $20 per person.  
Food and drinks not included. 
The first stop will be the JOY Miniature 
Donkey Farm set on 125 acres of 
stunning countryside in Sutton.  
Lunch (at your own cost) will be at the 
Merino Café in Gunning, with time to 
explore the town. A list for lunch 
selections will be available at the August and September meetings. 

            Following lunch, we will proceed to Olive View at Fedra 
Olive Grove on the Federal Highway for afternoon tea (again at your own cost) and an 
opportunity to purchase olive products and other local produce.  
The return journey will be via the Federal Highway, arriving back in 
Greenway around 4:30 pm.  
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TOUR OF NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA AND LUNCH 

Early arrivals settled the lunch payment, and some proceeded to view the current 
exhibitions, while others relaxed with a hot beverage. Sixteen participants joined the 
tour, and 18 attended the lunch. 
 
The tour provided valuable insights into both the architecture and the interior of the 
building. Walter Bunning, the chief architect, designed the structure in the 
Contemporary Classical style, drawing inspiration from the Parthenon in Greece. 
Initially, the plan included an equal number of columns as the Parthenon; however, the 
National Capital Development Commission reduced the number of columns from 17 x 
8 to 16 x 8 to save $250,000. The furniture within the building was designed by Fred 
Ward and Arthur Robinson, with examples of heritage furniture still present in the library. 
The building was officially opened on 15 August 1968 by Prime Minister John Gorton. 
 
The primary function of the library is to manage legal 
deposits under the Copyright Act 1968, which mandates 
that anything published or self-published in Australia 
must be deposited with the library. The collection 
encompasses approximately 10 million items, with 
around one-third being books. In addition to books, the 
library's acquisitions include magazines, journals, 
manuscripts, personal papers, maps, objects, oral 
histories, photographs, pictures, posters, sheet music, 
digital materials, and more. The library also maintains 
an extensive collection from Asia and the Pacific 
regions. There are two off-site storage facilities located 
at Hume and Mitchell. 
 
We observed the behind-the-scenes operations of the 
library. We saw the old system used to request items from different areas of the 
complex, which was a vacuum pipe like those used in shops to send cash from tills. 
Additionally, we viewed some very old computer systems that are still in use due to the 
occasional receipt of floppy disks, requiring machines to handle them, and microfiche 
readers. We visited one of the levels where items, primarily books, were stored. We 
also went to the main reading room, where we were shown how to request an item and 
learned about the various collections available. Our guide also provided insight into the 
artwork displayed in the public areas, all of which belong to the library's collection. 
 

Following the tour, we enjoyed lunch which was 
served promptly due to effective pre-ordering. 
The quality of food was excellent, with no 
complaints from anyone at my table. The 
conversation was engaging as always, and 
everyone had an enjoyable time.  Bron 
  =======  ======== 

Bread is like the sun. 
It rises in the yeast 

And sets in the waist!! 


