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PROBUS CLUB of TUGGERANONG Inc. 

NEWSLETTER No. 358 – 20 April 2023 
 

 
Meets at Vikings Town Centre Club,  President: Anne Meade – 0400 772 424 
Athllon Drive, Greenway                                  Secretary: Barbara Tallents – 0421 574 389 
at 10.00 am, 4th Monday of the month             Membership: Sharin Tully – 0401 053 933 
       Welfare: Shirley Perrott – 0413 691 006  
Newsletter Editor: Anne 0400 772 424  Outings: Valerie Sanders – 0403 930 864 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 24 April  
General Meeting – Cameo speaker – 

Wilma Cole, Second World War, what 
happened in Putten, The Netherlands, 
place of my birth.   
Guest Speaker - Christine Casgoyne - First World War    

 
Friday 12 May – Outing to Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary – Walk and Lunch 
    (see details below) 
 
Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 May – Pizza Lunch (see details below) 
 
Monday 22 May – General Meeting, Guest speaker - Basil La Brooy, 

COTA - My Aged Care and housing options in retirement 
 
Wednesday 14 June – Lunch at George Harcourt Inn 
  =========  ==========  ========== 

BIRTHDAYS  

Ten members celebrate birthdays in May:  
Liz Ashton, Dora Chapman, Jean Hall, Bert Klaassen, Maryanne Graham, 
Jennifer Sims, Stuart Smith, Vera Thomas, and Carole Thompson and  
Sharin Tully, both celebrating ‘special birthdays’. 
 
We wish all of you a very happy birthday. 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

FROM THE EDITOR & PRESIDENT 

Don’t forget to join me and other Club members following our meeting for the lunch 
upstairs. The Vikings Club is once again offering special lunches to Vikings Club members 
for $7.50, so be sure to swipe your membership card when ordering your lunch.     Anne 
  ==========  ==========   ========== 

I hate it when people act all intelligent and talk about Mozart, 
while they have never even seen one of his paintings. 

=====  =====  ===== 

If you can't think of a word, say "I forgot the English word for it." 
That way people will think you're bilingual, instead of an idiot.  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

At our AGM last month, the following were 
elected at the committee for 2023-24: 
Joe Parisi (Treasurer), Valerie Sanders 
(Outings), Wilma Cole (Speaker Seeker), 
Sharin Tully (Membership), Shirley Perrott 
(Welfare), John Davenport (Vice President), 
Barbara Tallents (Secretary) and Anne 
Meade (President, Editor and Delegate). 
 
Appointments to other positions are: 
Assistant Treasurer – Marcia Withell 
Assistant Secretary – Leonie Hancott 
Assistant Speaker Seeker – Atja Maier 
Assistant Welfare – Orlanda Cardona 
Assistant Membership – Beverley O’Connor 
Lucky Door Tickets – Ada West 
Meet & Greet – Yvonne Amos 

 
Any member who has not paid their annual membership fee of 
$30.00 by 31 May will be deemed unfinancial and no longer a 
member of the Club. 
 
Yours truly wearing her ‘Chain (or Ribbon) of Office’. You 
probably will not see this again until the AGM next year. 
 

 

‘BILL THE BASTARD’ THE UNLIKELY 

WAR HORSE HERO 

The Probus Club of Tuggeranong is hosting a four-day trip to  

Tumut and Tumbarumba  from the 28 April to 1 May.  We have 

over thirty passengers who will be enjoying this great fun trip 

and our first day on the road takes us to the small connecting 

villages of Harden/Murrumburrah where we will view the Flour 

Mill Silo Art Mural before enjoying morning-tea across at the 

Light Horse Hotel. Here we will see historic happenings 

captured by lens outlining memorable events in WWI and WWII. We will then spend time 

at the Light Horse Memorial that celebrates the birthplace of the First Australian Light 

Horse on 30 August 1897. Across the road we catch up with sculptor Carl Valerius and 

hear the amazing story of the legendary war horse ‘Bill the Bastard’ and view Carl’s 

stunning life-sized bronze sculpture of ‘Bill’, his rider Major Michael Shanahan and the four 

Tasmanian troopers he rescued from battle. I would encourage all our members to follow 

the story of Bill in the novel Bill the Bastard by Roland Perry. 

The day following our General Meeting is Anzac Day……….. Lest We Forget.          Valerie 
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MULLIGANS FLAT WOODLAND SANCTUARY  

Friday 12 May – Rosenberg Street, Throsby 
We will visit Wildbark, the gateway to Mulligans Flat 
Woodland Sanctuary, Australia's largest single Box-Gum 
Grassy-Woodland area managed for conservation. 
 
The day will be broken into a: 
SCENIC DRIVE to the venue – meet at Vikings Town Centre 
Club at 9.30 am 
WALK – Wetlands Walk (1 ½ hours) meet at 10.15 am 
TALK by a volunteer Ranger 
LUNCH at Wildbark Café - the café is booked for 12.00 midday. 
Details, maps and information brochures will be on the Outings table.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ==========  ==========  ========== 
 

PIZZA LUNCH 
SAtUrdAy 20 ANd SUNdAy 21 MAy. 

 
Once again Alice and Bob will open their home and fire up their wood-
fired pizza oven to tempt our members with a selection of delicious 
pizzas and a tasty dessert. A lovely fun-filled and friendly way to get 

to know other Probus members. 
 

Tea and Coffee will be served. Bring your own drinks.  
 

11.00 am till 2.00 pm 
Where:   4 Samuel Close Calwell    

Contact  0437 478 395  or  0419 632 024  
Car-share where possible. 

Cost $25.00 – pay at the April meeting or on-line  
            Account name: Probus Club of Tuggeranong Inc. 
            BSB: 633 000 
            Account number: 194077772 
            Include your name 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 
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LUNCH AT QUEANBEYAN GOLF CLUB  

What a glorious day it was on Tuesday 4 April. A perfect day for golfers 
to be out on the greens of the Queanbeyan Golf 
Club. A delightful day also to be on the covered 
outdoor area of the Bread and Putter Eatery, 
valuing the company of our fellow Probus members 
and enjoying a delicious bountiful meal.  
 
Some could even view the said golfers at their 

sport, but we all appreciated the vista of the lush green landscape. At 
times our conversation was peppered with the calls of the birdlife in 
nearby trees. 
 
Thank you to those members who were able to attend this get 
together. We all enjoyed great meals and friendly service but most 
importantly we were able to connect with each other.  
                 Valerie 
  ==========  ========== 
 

CHAT ABOUT BOOKS 

THE LOST FLOWERS OF  
ALICE HART      by Holly Ringland. 
What a beautifully written first novel! It’s 
a magically unfolding novel which deftly 
deals with a wide range of human 
relationships and emotions.  
 

Alice is the main character in the story. She is introduced to us as 
a nine-year-old in a house dominated by her father’s 
unpredictable and uncontrollable violence. His viciousness is 
perpetrated on Alice and her mother. The violence is set against 
a backdrop of Alice’s loving relationship with her mother, her love 
of the lush coastal cane fields of Queensland, the ocean and an appreciation of nature.  
 
An appalling tragedy happens to Alice’s family and from this point the secrets of Alice’s 
family begin to unfold. As the story unwinds the author’s effective use of scenic writing is 
impressive. It provides a counterbalance to the graphic accounts of domestic violence and 
trauma. It also heightens the impact of love, romance, hope and change as the novel 
progresses.  
 
An intricate Australian wildflower illustrates the beginning of each chapter of the book. 
These are accompanied with biological notes as well as linking each to a human emotion. 
Alice’s involvement with an Australian Native Wildflower farm in Central Australia is 
integral to the novel, her emotional journey as well as that of some of the other characters. 
For me, this novel, including its ending, didn’t disappoint. Consequently, I found great 
difficulty in putting it aside to attend to the mundane chores of housework.   
                  Lorraine Bults 
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CHAT ABOUT BOOKS continued 

ADAM’S EMPIRE by Evan Green 

I read this book in the 1970’s and the most exciting parts have 

remained vividly in my memory. My local supermarket has a 

Street Library, and on looking over the books on offer was 

Adam’s Empire; into my bag it went. It’s a thick book of over 800 

pages. The first time I read it I completed it in 7 days - I don’t 

know where I got the time to finish it so quickly. Once upon a 

time I would read into the wee hours of the night. Not these 

days, so the second attempt took me three weeks. Fortunately, 

I enjoyed it just as much.  

The book opens with a dust storm, and I could almost taste the dust from the description. 

Adam is only a young boy. It moves on from there to another storm where his father dies 

protecting Adam. He is then raised by a friend of his father and moves all over the country 

drilling boreholes for water and not receiving any education other than ‘The School for 

Hard Knocks’. Jump forward and Adam is in Adelaide and enters a boxing competition at 

the circus. He wins but has to leave in a hurry, taking with him his opposition, with the 

police in hot pursuit. He and Jimmy, his opponent, go opal mining together. Moving on 

and working in Nyngan and not having any experience with young women he meets a 

young lady and falls madly in love, but she turns out to be a manipulating witch and gives 

him hell.  

Adam always had the dream of owning his own property which he is able to achieve. 
Unfortunately, he is cheated out of his deposit by a scheming Western Australian real 
estate agent; this part of the book is another riveting read. He eventually gets his property 
in South Australia where his wife Heather gives him hell. Fortunately, everything comes 
together at the end. The story is continued with the sequel Kalinda which I have read and 
is just as good a read as Adam’s Empire. 
 
Evan Green wrote a number of books; all were a good read. He was also the editor of the 
magazine Wheels and was himself a rally driver. Evan was part of a team in the Red X 
Car Rally and wrote a wonderful book giving readers an insight into what this involved.   
                Barbara Tallents 
  ==========  ==========  ========== 

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF LIFE 

I am sure we can all identify with at least one the following – enjoy     
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See the folder on the outings table for more information or speak to Valerie. 
We need to know numbers NOW or the trip may be cancelled. 

 
 


