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The past year has seen significant changes in the Seacliff Probus Club; we have consistently grown our
membership from 72 to 85, where it is now capped. Our outings and speakers are a real drawcard for

members and it’s hard for me to nominate a favourite. If I could summarise my final Presidents Report it
would be to say THANK YOU. Firstly, I would like to thank the members for their enthusiasm in joining in the

various activities we have, and in particular for those who willingly help out when needed. Thank you.

Behind every successful club there is a hard-working committee, and I would like to thank the present
committee for their consistent enthusiasm in helping us achieve our goals to provide fun and friendship for

members. I would like to individually thank you all, firstly our VP Greg Cochrane who has willingly chaired
committee meetings in my absence. Greg has also excelled at procuring sponsors in his role as Publicity

officer. Thank you, Greg.
 

I have recently nicknamed the super-efficient Secretary Shauna, Speedy. As soon as we discuss and verify
an idea, or minutes…zoom it’s in writing. Shauna’s professionalism and willingness to please everyone has

been greatly appreciated by all, and has made my job much easier. Thankyou Shauna.

One very important role on the committee is that of Treasurer, and Di Nixon has done extremely well. Di has
sorted out the previous frustrations of members paying for events and has streamlined the process using
the “square”. This may sound simple but I can assure you it has been a very time consuming and difficult

process and to the benefit of all members. Thank you, Di, for your knowledge and dedication

In no particular order I would like to thank all the remaining committee members, but the numerous fun
outings we have had over the past year come to mind first. Louise Chapman is to be congratulated for her
wonderful and diverse range of events, it’s certainly hard for me to pick my favourite…..the last winery and

lunch tour would be hard to beat, but maybe the outing to Monarto Zoo, or  the Captain Proud lunch cruise.
Thank you, Louise; but next time you research wineries please note that I’m available to help!

Thank you, Julie, for your brilliant selection of guest speakers, you have made it almost impossible to pick a
personal favourite. You have streamlined the process and set up for each of guest speakers, making their

presentations memorable. I’m not sure if my favourite was Greg Morrison who made everyone laugh
nonstop during his presentation, or the “SPY”. Thankyou.

A special thank you to Gayle Mathews, whose professional newsletter is a delight to read. I’m always very
proud to share your newsletter with other Probus clubs. Thank you!

For those new to the club, it is most likely you were welcomed warmly on arrival by our effervescent Cathy
Farquhar, our Membership Officer. I have watched Cathy make guests feel instantly at home, then make
sure they meet other members and have company for lunch. No wonder our retention stats are so high.

Thank you, Cathy.
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A special part of each General meeting is the coffee break; and Ann Garvie and Vivienne Tucker worked hard
to ensure you get your cuppa before the guest speaker starts. The noise level from everyone chatting and

laughing during this time was a pleasure to hear, and a sure sign we have some good fun and friendship!
Special thanks to Marilyn Skurray who joined the team during the year, and to Dave Thomas who was always
a willing helper; and Ken Allen who brought the urn each meeting …. great teamwork. Thank you, Hospitality

Team.

Behind the scenes we always have other helpers, and Id like to thank Lorraine Ellen for her continued role as
Public Officer. If you want to know more about our constitution; ask Lorraine! Thankyou for your continued

service over the years.

 Another inaugural member Phil Hewitt, is our webmaster responsible for keeping our website up to date,
and has a wealth of knowledge of “just about everything”. Phil is also our nominated Returning officer for
the AGM. Thank you, Phil. Another Thank you must also go to the various Coordinators of Special Interest

Groups, who keep our varied interests satisfied.

I cannot write a report without thanking all our sponsors, firstly the Brighton and Seacliff Yacht Club where
we are fortunate to have our meetings, with no extra charge for the sea view. In fact, there is no charge.

Thankyou Simon Norris and your wonderful staff for the facilities and your helpful service during meetings.
Thank you to other sponsors Farquhar Kitchens, Seacliff Hotel, Brighton Florist and Seacliff Village. Please

support these businesses when you can.

Our membership is quite diverse and from time to time we may have members who are sick, feeling isolated
or bereaved. A card or a phone call can change their day, and I encourage you all to advise a committee

member if you know of a member in need. Id like to acknowledge our dear friend and member Pat Grantham,
who has undergone more neurosurgery this week and let her and her family know we are thinking of them all

and sending love and best wishes.

In conclusion, I’d like to acknowledge the help and support I have received from so many members during
my term as President. It’s been a great experience; learning new skills; meeting new people and encouraging
you all to enjoy your time with Probus “Fun and Friendship in Retirement”. I wish the incoming committee a

prosperous and fun filled 2025!



 Hospitality support: Marilyn
Skurray supported by Anne
Garvie
Public Officer:  Lorraine Ellen
0405 663 969
Webmaster:    Phil Hewitt 0400
644 310

 President Greg Cochrane
co vice Presidents Vicki Porter
and Charlotte Dyer 
Secretary Shauna  Allen
Treasurer Di Nixon 
Membership Gayle Thomas 
Co-Outings officers Dave
Thomas and Maureen Carman
Guest Speaker Julie Souman
Newsletter Gayle Mathews 
Publicity Greg Cochrane 

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
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C O M I N G  U P

O U T I N G S :

M a y  1 s t  D u n l u c e  C a s t l e B r i g h t o n
1 0 . 3 0  t o  1 2 . 3 0  T o u r  a n d
D e v o n s h i r e  T e a
 T u e s d a y  A p r i l  8 t h .  S p i r i t  o f
C o o r o n g  f r o m  G o o l w a  t o  M u r r a y
M o u t h 3 . 5  h o u r  c r u i s e  c o s t  $ 1 1 0  

Cathy Farquar 4/01
Sue Dyer 10/01

John Waters 19/01
Ray Wood 29/01

 

Guest Speaker 
April

February

Joan Cumin 01/02
Anne Garve 01/02

Ken Allen 03/02
Laureen Deering 07/02

Colin Ratsch 14/02

January 

March 
Maureen Carmen 03/03

Chris Grimm 06/03
Phil Johansen 12/03
Felicity Kurtz15/03

Lou Chapman 15/03
Julie Souman 17/03
Deb McGrath 19/03

Deb McGrath 19/03
Geoff Sherlock 20/03
Phil Johansen 12/03
Felicity Kurtz15/03
Julie Souman 17/03
Deb McGrath 19/03

Geoff Sherlock 20/03

March 

May: Small group going to Melbourne to see Les Miserables 

Arts and Concerts 
April : State Theatre : Dictionary of Lost Words 

Peter Goers -South Australian Arts Critic. Producer,
director, Columnist and 20 years as Host of ABC’s The

Evening Show 



Xmas Celebrations 
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 Xmas Celebrations and a Welcome to Our New Members  



Seacliff Probus Speakers Programme 2025

Up ad Coming Speakers 

 24th April '25 - Peter Goers - South Australian Arts Critic, 
 Producer, Director, Columnist & 20 yrs as Host of ABC's The Evening Show

 . 22nd May    - David Jarman, Historian on Evidence of Kuarna people 
 in the Sturt River locales, from hills to the sea.

 . 26th June   -  Libby Kosmala, Multiple Gold Medal winner at 
 Paralympics, & an Australian Shooter with paraplegia.

 . 24th July   -  Roland Lever, Mg Director CEO at JH Lever, an 
 Adelaide based Company who supplies & exports high-quality fragrances, 

 flavours, essential oils and plant extracts.

 . 28th August - Mayor Amanda Wilson of Holdfast City Council - 
 (Topics to be decided by Members - comments, questions, concerns 

 esablished prior to her presentation)

 . 25th Sept     - Henry Olonga, First and youngest Zimbabwean former 
 International Cricketer who protested against "the death of democracy" 

 in Zimbabwe. He was also a Singer on 'The Voice'.

 . 23rd Oct   -  Probus Month ...(I haven't booked a Speaker in as 
 yet for this occasion..to discuss with Committee).

 . 27th Nov     - David Jarman - Historian on some of North Terrace Building's Secrets
and hidden stories. 
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Mens BBQ

Every month the Friday before the General meeting 12 to 2pm. At the Kingston Park Coastal  Reserve
next to the Caravan Park. If the weather is inclement meet at the Seacliff hotel. Contact Phil Johansen

for more details. 0403 605 994 

Up and Coming Events

Coffee Morning 
The first Thursday of the month Seacliff Hotel. 

Caravan
Group 

Speak to Pam and
John Waters 

Arts 

December 3rd.

Coorong Cruise.Tuesday April 8.Meet at
Seacliff carpark 11.00am.  Boat leaves Goolwa

1pm for 3.5 hour cruise Boarding 12.45.
Numbers already finalised. 
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Subheading

Thankyou to our sponsors. Please show your appreciation by
supporting their businesses.

Winery
Horndale


