
SEACLIFF
PROBUS CLUB

June  Newsletter Vol. 45

I hope everyone is keeping well and warm during our very cool snap of winter.
While many of our members have headed North; some to Queensland or Bali,
others off to enjoy a Mediterranean summer. Those of us who remain in SA are
seeking ways to keep out the chill. No such luck for many of us who visited the
Adelaide Gaol last week. The tour was very interesting but much of the tour
was outside and very cold! A very clever member wore both a full-length coat
and uggies…. she didn’t seem to notice the weather!

The Adelaide Gaol, was home to some of SA’s most notorious criminals, serial
killers and lunatics. The gaol, said to be the oldest and most haunted building
in SA operated for 147 years until closing its doors in 1988. Our guide for the
evening, a volunteer at the gaol for 22 years, told many detailed and
enthusiastic stories of some of the prisoners, while also showing us the very
harsh conditions some were made to endure. The really unlucky ones were
executed, some at the infamous Execution Tower. With 45 executions during
1841 -1988, many bodies were buried between the inner and outer walls.
Despite the chill in the air and the gruesome stories this was a fascinating look
at part of SA’s history and we thank our hardworking Outings Coordinator
Louise Chapman for organising.

On a lighter note, we have had 2 very interesting and entertaining speakers
recently. Rod Barton talking on his “Life of a spy” and Lainie Anderson talking
on both her life and her research into the 1919 Air Race from England to
Australia, won by SA pilots Ross and Keith Smith from SA.

Many members are looking forward to the annual French Night at the Brighton
& Seacliff Yatch Club for the fun, entertainment and of course the French
Cuisine.
 I would particularly like to thank both Simon and Alyson (the behind
the scene workers at BSYC) for allowing our club to hold its meetings on site.
How many other Probus Clubs could boast such a view, and all the facilities?
Please support this club when you can, even a coffee downstairs is a welcome
treat when walking the esplanade. The coffee is very good, and the treats
always delicious.

A special welcome to our newest member John Breakey; we hope you enjoy
the fun and friendship we strive to offer our members.
Stay Safe and I look forward to seeing you at our next Probus General Meeting
on Thursday 25th  July.

 Presidents Report: June 2024



Guest Speakers:July 25th Mike Smith- Wool Auctioneer- a very
entertaining look at how Australia grew off the sheep‘s back.

 August 22nd - Max Anderson - Gold Prospecting - "A clueless Pom
trying to learn the business of Gold Prospecting in an outback town of
13" !

Xmas in July-Friday 26th @ 7pm Pier Hotel

 IT Conversations group : Marion Probus Club
 Friday 2nd August 
Marion Council Library talk: Useful Apps: Tips and Tricks.

All meetings start upstairs or lift at the Club Marion Sturt Road Marion
Starting at 10.30AM and go until about 12.30PM.
 

Vice President:Pat Grantham
0409 995233 
Secretary: Shauna Allen
0424326572
Treasurer: Di Nixon 0498572827
Membership: Cathy Farquhar
0403115850
Outings: Louise Chapman
0407720252
Guest Speakers: Julie Souman
0412894170
Newsletter: Gayle Mathews
0416976722
 Publicity:  Greg Cochrane 0418
109 809  
Hospitality:  Anne Garvie 0405
259 232
 Hospitality support: Vivienne
Tucker
Public Officer:  Lorraine Ellen
0405 663 969
Webmaster:    Phil Hewitt 0400
644 310

 President Merry
Canavan 0417
084377
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CHECK THIS OUT: SPEAKERS

Bruce Grimm 13/07
Charlotte Dyer 16/07
Yvonne Ayliffe 18/07 
John Wenzel 19/07 

Robert Barnes 22/07
Robert Berry 28/07
Vicki Billing 30/07
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Speaker:  Lainie Anderson

Our June speaker was Lainie Anderson, former Columnist for Adelaide's
Sunday Mail, the Herald Sun in Melbourne and The Times in London.  In
2017 she travelled to 9 countries on a Churchill Fellowship to gauge the

significance of the very historic 1919 Air Flight from England to
Australia in the Vickers Vimy aircraft which is now housed in Adelaide

Airport.

Lainie then wrote her book titled "Long Flight Home" about the Air Race.

In 1919, a 10,000 pound prize had been offered for the first airmen to
fly from England to Australia. Ross Smith (born in Semaphore), already a

war time hero, his brother Keith Smith , his air mechanic Wally Shiers
and Jim Bennett formed the Crew.

They were fortunate to fly in the open-cockpit Vickers Vimy, a bi-plane
with a fuselage made from wire, material and wood, to win the prize.  He
and his crew took on this formidable task, to be completed in 30 days,
overcoming huge obstacles along their way, finishing in Adelaide, his

home town.

Their endurance, courage and determination made this story an important
world aviation historical event, which, at the time, was as important

then as landing on the moon was for us.  (A number of members purchased
her book).



June Meeting  
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French Night at the Sailing Club  



June  Newsletter Vol. 45

More Frivolity   

T
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Induction of Recent Members 

Welcome John Breakey
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Subheading

Thankyou to our sponsors. Please show your appreciation by
supporting their businesses.

Winery
Horndale


