
Seacliff Probus Club President’s Report - February 2024

 It was great to see so many of our members Thursday February 22nd for the Annual General Meeting of the Seacliff
Probus Club. It was even more pleasing to note that so many members have decided to nominate for a role on the
Committee or renominate for another year. 

 What a difference to the beginning of 2023! A big thank you to Phil Hewitt who kindly volunteered to be the
Returning Officer for the election of the new Committee. Many thanks to all of those who have decided to take on a
role this year and a position on the Committee. I have certainly found it to be a rewarding challenge and I am confident
that new Committee Members will enjoy their time working collaboratively with other Committees Members. 

 As this is my last Newsletter Report as President I would like to reflect a little on the past year. Last year saw a year of
growth for the Seacliff Probus Club. The Club finished 2023 with seventy two members. I believe that word spread in
our Community that we are an active and vibrant Club with much to offer our Members.

 I am very proud of the Club and all it has achieved over the past year. This is due mostly to the diligence, commitment
and enthusiasm of the 2023 Committee. I have enjoyed working with each and everyone of them. The Club has been
very fortunate to have benefited from the numerous guest speakers, outings and experiences throughout the year. 

 Highlights for me have included the Winery Tour, Tour of Adelaide Oval, Parliament House, David Roche Museum, the
Melbourne Cup Lunch and the Old Treasury Building and Tunnels Tour. We are fortunate to have Louise Chapman
organising a number of exciting outings for us again this year. There are the Fringe Shows, the Migration Museum,
Carrick Hill/Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens and the Ghost Tour of Old Adelaide Gaol to name a few. This is a challenging
role and I think I speak for all of us when I congratulate her on taking on this role again this year. Thank you Louise!

 The Guest Speakers have been from a diverse range of experiences and have been interesting. Julie Souman has done
a wonderful job seeking out a variety of speakers for our Meetings. We have been informed and entertained. A
highlight was Rob Morrison who had us all laughing uproariously about the ‘ups and downs’ (mostly downs I’m afraid)
of aging. A big thank you to Julie for taking on this role again this year. 

 The Committee has taken a proactive role in updating IT procedures including the purchasing of two new laptops for
the Treasure and the Secretary. Pat Grantham, the new Vice President has been integral in establishing the required
processes necessary. She is to be commended for her outstanding contribution in this space. We believe that the new
procedures will only enhance the operational side of the club enabling smooth transitions annually to the new
Committee, not to mention improved processes in communication amongst members. The Committee has also
commenced the process of gaining a debit card for the Club which should certainly help with the organisation of
Outings. You will hear far more about these measures throughout the year. 

 One last point!! Please do not forget to pay your Membership Contribution for 2024 ($68) by March 31st. 

 Lastly, I wish the new Committee well and I look forward to another fun year of friendship with you all.
 Vicki
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Thankyou to our former President Vicki
Porter

and welcome to our incoming President
Merry Canavan



Guest Speakers: April 18th - Rebecca Mezzino - De-Clutter Coach - How
to de-clutter your Life !

 May 23rd - Rod Barton - The Life of a real life Spy - fascinating truths 
 into politics and war around the world from an Australian Intelligence 
 Officer who was brought up in Adelaide

 June 27th - Lainie Anderson - Long Flight Home - A 17 yr Columnist with
the Sunday Mail, she speaks on the historic 1919 Air Race from England 
 to Australia won by the Smith Bros in the Vickers Vimy bi-plane (now at
the Adelaide Airport)

 July 25th - Mike Smith - Wool Auctioneer - a very entertaining look 
 at how Australia grew off the sheep's back ..

 August 22nd - Max Anderson - Gold Prospecting - "A clueless Pom trying 
 to learn the business of Gold Prospecting in an outback town of 13" !
 
 

Vice President Pat Grantham
0409 995233 
Secretary Shana Allen
0402058052
Treasurer Di Nixon 0498572827
Membership Cathy Farquhar
0403115850
Outings Louise Chapman
0407720252
Guest Speakers Julie Souman
0412894170
Newsletter Gayle Mathews
0416976722
 Publicity:  Greg Cochrane 0418
109 809  
Hospitality:  Anne Garvie 0405
259 232
 Hospitality support: Vivienne
Tucker
Public Officer:  Lorraine Ellen
0405 663 969
Webmaster:    Phil Hewitt 0400
644 310

 President Merry
Canavan 0417
084377

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
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C O M I N G  U P

CHECK THIS OUT: SPEAKERS

Cathy Farquhar: 4/01
Chris Fitzpatrick 29/01
Justin OHalloran:21/02

Anne Garvie:01/02
Joan Cumming: 01/02
Penny Franz: 02/02
Colin Ratsch 14/02
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Up and Coming  Outings : Thursday 11th April-Migration
Museum, State Library followed by light lunch (donation only).

Thursday 9th May-Anlaby Station (details to follow). 

OUTINGS
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Outings/Gatherings 
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Welcome To Our New Members 
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BALLROOM DANCING LESSONS

 Come along and join in the fun & keep
fit  Bookings — Sonia 0432 061 760

 Marino community hall, Newland Ave
 Thursday’s 7.00pm—8.15pm (times
may vary)

67 Brighton Rd Seacliff 
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Thankyou to our sponsors. Please show your appreciation by
supporting their businesses.
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