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    General Meeting 
27 March 2025 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting Opened: 10:13am 
 
Returning Officer - Phil Hewitt inducted the new President and presented him with the 
medallion of office and gavel, symbolizing his role as President for 2025. 
Following this, Greg formally accepted the position of President. 
 
1. ​ New Presidents welcome and Confirmation of Quorum: 

Greg delivered a brief speech about the privilege of being elected President of our club. He 
wished everyone a happy 5th Birthday to Seacliff Probus and intends to continue providing 
fun, friendship, and fellowship throughout the year. 

 

2. ​ Apologies: Ken Allen, Pat Grantham, Sue Dyer, Chris Doull, Brian and Maggy Hardy, ​ ​    
Annaliese Bunnik, Marion Bunnik, Vicki Porter, Merry Canavan, Wendy Bowles, Barbara & 
Justin O’Halloran, Vivienne Tucker, David Llewelyn, Vicki Billing, Colin & Helen Ratsch, Ian 
Rogers, Chris & Geoff Sherlock, Deb McGrath, Joan Cuming 

​  
3. ​ New President welcomed Guests and Visitors: 

​ Wayne Gardiner, Cheryl Carter, Judy Harrison 
 

4. ​ Induction of New Members (Life & Honorary Members) 

​ No inductions for this meeting. 
 

5.  ​ Correspondence  
​ A package was received from Probus South Pacific Ltd containing a number of resources to 

assist our members; such as Collette Travel brochures, a Merchandise catalogue which is on 
display and two copies of the new Probus Club Handbook 2025. 
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Membership:         Gayle Thomas 
Outings:                  Dave Thomas 
Speakers:                Julie Souman 
Newsletter:            Gayle Matthews 
Hospitality:             Marilyn Skurray 

Public Officer:                 Lorraine Ellen 
Publicity:                          Greg Cochrane 
Webmaster:                     Phil Hewitt 
Celebration & Welfare:  Committee Members 



6.  ​ President’s Report 
​ No report given. 
 

7.  ​ Treasurer’s Report 
As of today, 64 members have paid their fees online. The current account balance is $6,781.81. 
Please note that the capitation fee of $1,700 will be withdrawn shortly.  Di is available to 
process payments today for both membership fees and upcoming outings via the Square. 
 

8.​ Membership (Gayle T) 
​ We have a full capacity of members. 
  
9. ​ Outings & Activities (Dave):  

●​ 14 March - Brighton Bowling Club. A fun and exciting day for all attendees.  
●​ 8 April - Spirit of Coorong, 3.5hr boat ride from Goolwa to the Murray Mouth. 12 people 

attending. 4 outstanding member payments need to be done today. 
●​ 1 May - Dunluce Castle tour, Brighton including devonshire tea. 10.30 - 12.30pm. 24 

attending. Payment $24.50  
●​ Dave is gauging interest in a potential event in June: indoor pistol shooting at the range 

in Christies Beach.  The cost would be $80 for either 30 shots with a 22mm pistol or 20 
shots with a 9mm pistol. Shooters will participate in groups of four.  Dave will send a 
follow-up email soon to gather more detailed interest. 

●​ Maureen is exploring the possibility of hosting a "Christmas in July" event on Saturday, 
July 26th. The theme would be "Rock and Roll," and she's planning to hire a jukebox for 
entertainment.  She is considering several venues, including Somerton Surf Club, Holdfast 
Hotel, Broadway Hotel, Brighton Metro, and her preferred choice, the Moseley Square 
Hotel. Key factors in the venue selection will be the hire cost, accessibility, and catering 
options.  Maureen will send out a follow-up email to members with more detailed 
information. 

●​ Dave organized a very enjoyable quiz for our members, and we had some great prizes on 
offer, including merchandise from our sponsors. Specifically, we gave away a $25 voucher 
from our Gold Sponsor, the Seacliff Hotel; and two bottles of wine from our Gold 
Sponsor, Horndale Winery. 

 

9.1​ Special Interest Groups as required 

●​ Arts & Concerts  
-​14 April - The Dictionary of Lost Words. Interested members have paid and tickets 

purchased. 
-​20 May - ‘Les Miserables’ in Melbourne. A small group has booked. 

●​ Caravan Group shared details from their meeting held on March 13th at the Seacliff 
Hotel.  They have scheduled a caravan outing from April 3rd to 6th at McLaren Vale 
Caravan Park, site 161. If you're unable to join us for the entire trip, you're welcome 
to visit for the day on April 6th. 
Also, Discovery Parks & Resorts are offering winter specials like units for $100 or sites 
for $20. To take advantage of these offers, book online before May 31st for travel up 
to September 28th.  For more information, please contact Pam Walters to discuss. 

●​ Coffee mornings 1st Thursday of the month at The Seacliff Beach Hotel.  
●​ Mens BBQ 3rd Friday of the month at Kingston Park grassed area near courts. 

Following a brief discussion about whether the Men's BBQ should include the ladies, 
it was suggested that we consider holding two mixed-gender BBQs annually, given 
the success of the January BBQ at Kingston House.   
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https://inreview.com.au/inreview/theatre/2024/10/04/dictionary-of-lost-words-to-return-to-the-stage/


10. ​Guest Speakers (Julie):  

●​ 24 April  - Peter Goers, South Australian arts critic, producer, director, columnist, author 
who hosted The Evening Show for over 20 years on ABC. 

●​ 22 May  -  David Jarman, Historian on Evidence of Kuarna people along the Sturt River.  
●​ 26 June  -  Libby Kosmala, Multiple Medal winner at Paralympics & an Australian Shooter 

with paraplegia. 
●​ 24 July -  Roland Lever, Managing Director CEO at JH Lever, an Adelaide based supplier of 

quality fragrances, flavours, essential oils, plant extracts. 
●​ 28 August -  Mayor Amanda Wilson of Holdfast City Council. 
●​ 25 September -  Henry Olonga, South African Cricketer, & Singer on The Voice. 
●​ 23 October  -  Probus Month (no speaker) 
●​ 27 November - David Jarman - Historian on North Terrace Building's Secrets. 

 

11. ​Newsletter (Gayle M):  

​ Nothing to report. 
 

12.​ Hospitality (Marilyn):  

​ During morning tea, our members enjoyed cupcakes decorated in our Probus colours. A 
warm thank you to our Hospitality ladies. 

​   

13. ​Publicity Officer (Greg): 

​ No further news with Sponsors. 
 

14.​ IT Conversation 
The Next Meeting is 4th April commencing 10.30, held at the Function Room West Marion 
Club. Meetings are the 1st Friday of the month. 

 

15.  Welfare 

Please keep in mind our members who may be facing health challenges. If you are aware of 
anyone who could use our support, please inform a Committee Member. 

 

16. ​Other Business:  

​ Following Greg's suggestion to bring back the Chat and Chew group (or Dining Away Group, 
DAG), we discussed its feasibility. Given our existing Ladies coffee mornings and Men's BBQ, 
the consensus was to not re-introduce it at this time. 

 
17. ​Next Meeting:  24 April 2025 
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