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General Meeting
Thursday 22 August 2024 at 10.00am
MINUTES

1.Meeting Opened: 10h00am

2. President’s Welcome and Confirmation of Quorum: (50% + 1)
There are 74 members with 49 members present at the meeting.

3. Apologies:

Marian Bunnik, Pam & John Walters, Yvonne Learmonth, Shauna & Ken Allen, Anne Kelly, Mary
Raymond, Maureen Carman, Anne Greaves, Phil Johansen, Charlotte Dyer, Pamela Peacock, Wendy
Bowles, Barbara & Justin O’Halloran, Vicki Billing, Joan Cuming, Kym Tallisker, Lorraine Ellen, Sylvia

Long, Colin Ratsch, Yvonne Ayliffe

4. Welcome Guests and Visitors:

Jill Williams, Ray Wood, Sue Feeney, Laureen Deering, Jane Bartlett, Libby Greegen, Deb McGrath

5. Induction of New Members (Life and Honorary Members)
Cathy officially welcomed Maggie & Dr Brian Hardy as new members to the club.




6. Confirmation of Previous General Meeting Minutes 25 July 2024
Approved: Di Nixon
Seconded: Cathy Farquhar

7. President’s Report:
7.1 Vice President:
Merry reported that, following Pat Grantham’s resignation, Greg Cochrane had formally
taken over the position of Vice President until the next AGM.
7.2 Email Security:
Merry reported that a scam email, purportedly from her, was sent to committee members’
email addresses.
The committee has discussed the issue of IT security and is investigating the appointment of
a professional IT specialist, and the possible costs involved, to check we have appropriate
and up-to-date security on the clubs’ laptops and any other associated devices. It is
necessary for some official club contact details to be in the public domain. Members should
be reassured that their information is kept secure. If members have any suggestions
regarding IT issues please contact a committee member.
However, scams and viruses are an ongoing problem. Please see the Publicity section below
with the details about the next Marion Probus IT conversation focusing on safety on the
internet.
7.3 Succession Planning
It is encouraging that some members have expressed interest in becoming involved in some
way. This may not be as committee members, but as shadows. However, more volunteers
are required for the club to continue. Merry encouraged any member who might be
interested in some form of involvement to attend a committee meeting as an observer from
10h00 to 11h00 on the 3™ Thursday of the month at the yacht club.

8. Secretary (Penny in Shauna’s absence)
Penny was thanked for filling in as Secretary in Shauna’s absence.

9. Treasurer’s Report (Di)
Di reported that the current club bank balance is $6156.45. However, this balance will be shortly
reduced to approximately $5,200 with upcoming payments.

10. Membership Report (Cathy)
10.1 Cathy reported there are currently 74 members with other prospective members
indicating they may join shortly.
10.2 The issue of capping the number of members will be discussed by next year’s
committee. This practice occurs at other Probus clubs.

11. Publicity Report (Greg)
11.1 Greg reminded members about the Marion Probus monthly IT conversation meetings
which take place from 10.30-12.30 on the 1* Friday of the month. The next meeting, on
Friday 6" September, will be on “Safety on the internet - apps, banking, and shopping”.
These sessions are held at Club Marion on Sturt Rd behind the Marion Bowls Club.



11.2 Greg had met with the new Manager at Seacliff Hotel who is keen to have a positive
relationship with the club and may become a sponsor.

12. Guest Speakers (Julie)
Julie confirmed the following speakers for upcoming meetings
e 26 September — Hugh Grantham re Banda Aceh, Indonesia after 2004 tsunami and work he
and SA Medical Team did when deployed there in January 2005.
e 24 October — Amanda Wilson, Holdfast City Council Mayor
e 28 November — Barry Couzner, former Paralympics Committee Member

13. Activities and Outings Coordinator (Louise)

e Tuesday, 27'" August - River Murray Cruise on Captain Proud, Murray Bridge. The coach will
leave at 9.00am from the yacht club parking area. Members should bring their Senior Citizen
cards.

Those not travelling on the bus should meet at approximately 10h15 at Wharf Road, Murray
Bridge.

e Friday, 20" September — Monarto Zoo — this outing is full.

e Friday, 18" October - Winery Tour — this outing is full.

e Thursday, 31% October — Quiz night at the yacht club. Dave Thomas is the organizer and he
indicated 2x10-seater tables had been reserved and 19 people had shown interest to date.
Should more members be interested a further table might be available but tables are
booked months in advance so this cannot be guaranteed. Bar opens 16h30 (own cost),
dinner 17h30 (own cost), quiz 18h30 (free).

e Tuesday, 5 November — Melbourne Cup. Louise gave details about the venue: Marion Hotel,
3-course lunch, full package $120pp. Speedy payment required to ensure a place.

Louise was thanked for all her time spent on organizing such successful outings. Contact had
been made from another Probus club regarding obtaining details on the reasonable coach rates
Louise has negotiated.

14. Newsletters (Gayle)
Gayle was thanked for the high standard of the newsletters.

15. Hospitality (Ann)

Ann thanked those members who provided refreshments for today’s tea/coffee break. Marilyn
Skurray has indicated she would like to be part of the volunteer team for the remainder of this year
and for 2025.

16. Special Interest Groups:
16.1 Members were reminded about the Walking Group which meets on the first Thursday
of the month at 9.00am at the Brighton jetty and the Coffee Morning following at 10.00am
at the Espey.
16.2 Caravan Group: Merry will check with Pam and John on their return from holiday.

17. Arts & Concerts (Merry)
Merry suggested a group might like have an early dinner and then attend an independent art
foundation’s film at Mitcham at 19h00 on 12" September. More details to follow.



18. Welfare

It is important that members feel support from the club when facing unexpected and/or health
issues. Merry asked that she be informed of any such issues so that there can be an appropriate
follow-up.

Good wishes for a speedy return to good health were extended to Shauna Allen and Justin
O’Halloran.

19. Other Business:
19.1 October Probus month. Ideas to celebrate include:

e Merry suggested an organised walk on 10" October in Glenthorne Park, to coincide
with a RFDS fundraising charity walk. Walks can be 1, 5 or 8kms and detailed
information lists are available. Depending on walk choices, possible timing would
be approximately 10h00-12h00 followed by a group barbeque outside, but under a
covered area. A voluntary donation to the RFDS would be appreciated but not
essential. More details to follow. Merry, Kathy Knight and Shirley Cochrane to
organise.

o At the GM October morning tea, the committee will supply cupcakes in the Seacliff
Probus colours of blue and gold.

19.2 Insurance: Greg gave some important information regarding insurance for Probus
members and non-members. At the July meeting it was indicated that non-members
participating in club activities were not insured. It has now been established that this is not
the case as, because the club is incorporated, Probus South Pacific’s insurance covers both
members, non-members, speakers and visitors on any recognized club activity. This includes
exemption from personal liability. Part of members’ annual subscriptions goes towards this
insurance.

20. Guest speaker:

Max Anderson, a journalist and writer, gave an interesting talk on spending six months living rough
while panning for gold in a remote part of Western Australia. Kookynie, previously a gold boom
town of 7,000 and 11 pubs, now has 1 pub, 8 buildings and 13 residents. His stories about his dog,
the local characters, and the gold refining process made for an informative and entertaining
presentation. His aim was to publish a book on his experience, and this was successfully achieved on
his return.

21. Next General Meeting: 26 September 2024

Meeting closed: 10h40



