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General Meeting
Thursday 27 June, 2024 at 10.00am

MINUTES
Committee

Meeting Opened: 10.00am

Presidents welcome and Confirmation of Quorum: 46

2. Apologies:
Chris and Bruce Grimm, John and Kate Rumpff, Carolyn and Rob Berry, Greg and
Shirley Cochrane, Maureen Carmen, Sue Dyer, Pat Grantham, Kym Tallisker, Annelies
Bunnik, Barbara and John O’Halloran, Pamela Peacock, Charlotte Dyer, Wendy
Bowles, Chris Doull, Vicki Porter, Gayle Thomas, Marian Bunnik

3. Welcome Guests and Visitors:
Heather O’Donnell

4. Induction of New Members (Life & Honorary Members)
Kathy Farquhar inducted John Breakey as a new member.

5. Confirmation of Previous General Meeting Minutes: 23 May 2024
Approved: Pam Walters
Seconded: Phil Hewitt
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6. Business Arising from Previous Meeting:
6.1 Special thanks to Chris Doull for her presentation at the last meeting. If any

member would like to make a presentation please advise a Committee Member.
6.2 Prepaid and signed copies of Rod Barton’s book are available today, see Merry or

Shauna.
6.3 A Special Bulletin May/June was published in lieu of a Newsletter and is now on

our Probus website. Thank you to Phil Hewitt for his ongoing web management.

7. President’s Report
7.1 Succession Planning for our 2025 Committee.

A number of Committee positions will become available in 2025 - President,
Secretary and Membership Officer. We invite any members who are interested to
please speak with Merry or Shauna to find out more details of what is involved in
these roles.

8. Secretary/Correspondence:
● Bank Statement forwarded to the Treasurer.
● Shauna will be on leave for July and August and we thank Penny Franz for taking

on the role in my absence.
● There have been a few members having difficulty in accessing emailed documents

from the Secretary. Phil Hewitt gave a concise powerpoint explanation on how to
open these pdf documents.

● The Seacliff Probus Facebook page is a closed group only for Seacliff members. If
you wish to join please email a request to Merry.

9. Treasurer Report (Di):
Seacliff Probus has $6,260.13 in the bank. Payments can be taken for outings
today using the Square.

10. Reports by Committee Members (as required):

10.1 Outings & Activities (Louise):
● 6 July – French Night at Yacht Club. $65 a head (3 course meal). Pay through

TryBooking which is on their website.
● 26 July – Christmas in July at The Pier Hotel $59 (incl 3 course meal and

entertainment). Payment must be done today for this event.
● 27 August – River Murray Cruise on Captain Proud, Murray Bridge. $48pp

(includes 2 course lunch). There are 44 people attending and the limit is 48, so get
in quick. Need final numbers today. Probus is providing a bus.

● September – Monarto Zoo
● October – Southern Vales Winery Tour
● November – Melbourne Cup. Venue TBA

10.2 Special Interest Groups (Merry)
Pam and John Walters are keen to reinstate the Caravan Group. If anyone is interested
please speak with them at morning tea.
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https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/seacliff/Interest_Groups


10.3 Guest Speakers (Julie):
● Our speaker today is Lainie Anderson, former columnist for Adelaide’s Sunday

Mail, the Herald Sun in Melbourne and The Times in London. Today’s talk is about
her book “Long Flight Home” and the significance of the pioneering 1919 Air Flight
Race from England to Australia in the Vickers Vimy aircraft.

● 25 July - Mike Smith - Ex wool Auctioneer, he will talk about Banjo Paterson, John
Macarthur and Merino Sheep. He is very entertaining and quite funny.

● 22 August - Max Anderson (Lainie’s husband) - Writer/Editor who pursued his
hobby of gold prospecting in a town of 13 people in WA.

● 26 September - Hugh Grantham will talk about his time in Banda Aceh, Indonesia
after the 2004 Tsunami and the work he and the SA Medical Team did when
deployed there in January 2005.

11. Other Business:
● Publicity Report - Judy Rogers gave Greg’s report in his absence.
● Dave Thomas is helping today with morning tea.
● Marion IT regular conversation is 5 July at Marion Sport Club (upstairs). 10.30 -

12.00pm. The topic is Windows 11 which will be available October 2025. John
Walters went to the last meeting which was on Security. The banks are getting
tougher because of the ever increasing scams.

12. Next Committee Meeting: 25 July 2024

Guest Speaker - Lainie Anderson
Our speaker today is Lainie Anderson, former columnist for Adelaide’s Sunday Mail, the Herald
Sun in Melbourne and The Times in London. In 2017 she travelled to nine countries on a Churchill
Fellowship to gauge the significance of the 1919 Air Flight from England to Australia and the
Vickers Vimy aircraft, now housed at Adelaide Airport. Lainie then wrote her book titled “Long
Flight Home” about the Air Race.

In 1919 a £10,000 prize had been offered for the first airmen to fly from England to Australia. Ross
Smith (born in Semaphore), already a war time hero, his brother Keith Smith and his air mechanic
Wally Shiers and Jim Bennett formed the crew. They were fortunate to fly in the open-cockpit
Vickers Vimy, a biplane with a fuselage made from wire, material and wood, to win the prize. He
and his crew took on this formidable task, to be completed in 30 days. Their endurance, courage
and determination made this story an important world aviation historical event.

A number of members purchased her book.
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