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Meeting Opened: 10:00am

1. Presidents welcome and Confirmation of Quorum: 49

Apologies:

Helen Taylor, Robert Barnes, Gayle Matthews, Phil Johansen, Charlotte Dyer,
Annelies Bunnik, Christine Fitzpatrick, Pamela Peacock, Lorraine Ellen, Linda
Maselli, Julie Souman, Anne Greaves, Kym Tallisker, Margaret Tamlin, Ann Kelly,

Wendy Bowles, Pat Grantham

Merry gave a brief update on Pat’s progress. Merry has organised a large card and
we ask you all to please sign before you leave.

A beautiful surprise was Pat called in for a visit today with her husband Hugh and
daughter Beth. Pat started chemotherapy and radiotherapy and is recovering well.

So lovely to see her.

2. Welcome Guests and Visitors:
John Breakie, David O’Keefe

3. Confirmation of Previous Committee Minutes: 18 April 2024

Approved: Greg Cochrane

Seconded: Louise Chapman




4. Induction of New Members (Life & Honorary Members)

N/A

5. Correspondence (Shauna)

o

10.

We have received Bank Statements for our two accounts, which have been forwarded
to the Treasurer.

Outings - there are a few changes to our outings for the latter part of the year.
September is the Monarto Zoo, October is a Southern Vales Winery Tour and
November is Melbourne Cup (looking at a possible venue in the city). These changes
will be reflected in the minutes and next month’s agenda.

22 June is Symphony by the Sea organised by Brighton Secondary School in
conjunction with Somerton Park Rotary. This event is fundraising for Little Heroes
Childhood Dementia, a very worthy cause.

President’s Report (Merry)

The President and Secretary are currently working on putting together a makeshift
newsletter that will highlight special events of interest for our members, such as
Symphony by the Sea, Symphony at Festival Theatre and the Coach tour to Mildura.

Treasurer’s Report (Di)

$7,552.96 in the account. After paying the capitation fee the balance is $6000. When
paying by Direct Deposit please put in the description section “your name and event
attending”. Other payment options are cash and the Square reader is operational.

Membership Report (Cathy)

71 members. Cathy attended the Marion Club Ambassador Meeting, which is a
number of Probus Clubs coming together to share resources and ideas. Cathy found it
very insightful.

Publicity Report (Greg)

7 June (10am - 12) - Marion IT Conversations with the topic on Cybersafety, safety on
the phone and online. Greg asked Judy Rogers to give the Publicity Report today -
“nothing to report”.

Sponsors - Horndale Winery is a new sponsor (donated $200 worth of wine). Greg is
trying to get local sponsors such as lawyers, accountants, medical etc in the area. If
you have any contacts let Greg know.

Guest Speakers (Julie)

23 May - Rod Barton, an Australian Intelligence Officer - The Life of a Spy.

27 June - Lainie Anderson, author of ‘Long Flight’ History of the 1919 Air Race from
England to Australia.

25 July - Mike Smith - Ex sheep Auctioneer. He will talk about Banjo Paterson, John
Macarthur and Merino Sheep.

23 August - Max Anderson - Gold prospecting “A clueless Pom trying to learn the
business of gold prospecting in an outback town of 13”.



11. Outings & Activities Coordinator (Louise)

e 21 June — Adelaide Gaol night tour. Dave Thomas will give anyone a lift.

e 6 July - French Night at Yacht Club. $65 a head (3 course meal). Please let
Vicki Porter know today. Pay through TryBooking which is on their website.

e 26 July — Christmas in July at The Pier Hotel $59 (incl 3 course meal and
entertainment). Please register today on the sheet provided.

e 27 August — River Murray Cruise on Captain Proud, Murray Bridge. $48pp
(includes 2 course lunch). Please register today. Need to finalise these details
(at least 20 people to attend to make it viable). Probus is providing a bus.

e September — Monarto Zoo

e October - Southern Vales Winery Tour

e November — Melbourne Cup. Venue TBA

12. Hospitality (Ann)
Ann Garvie thanked those people who have helped out at morning tea and
mentioned that there are two bins labelled for general rubbish and for compostable
cups.

Barbara O’Halloran reported that the SA Government provides a cost of living
payment to everyone receiving a pension. This payment can ONLY be applied for
during the month of JUNE each year and has to be accessed through a specific link.
The link will take you to information and a form to complete and you will receive the
payment ($250 per couple or $125 single) in your nominated bank account during
July. All you have to do is click on the link.

Here is the link to the Cost of Living information:
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/care-and-support/concessions/household-concessions/c
ost-of-living-concessions.

13. Special Interest Groups (as required)

13.1 Arts & Concerts (Merry)
e 22 June Symphony By The Sea, at Brighton Secondary School
e 30 June "Symphony " at Festival Theatre
e 14-19 September - Mildura Getaway with Glenelg Bay Probus

13.2 Coffee mornings. Meet on the first Thursday of the month at 10am at The Espy.
13.3 Walking Group. Meet on the first Thursday of the month at 9am at Brighton Jetty.
13.4 Mens BBQ. Meet on the third Friday of the month at 12 noon at Pavilion,
Kingston Park (near the playground).
14. Other Business:

15. Next General Meeting: 27 June 2024

Meeting Closed: 10.25am


https://.sa.gov.au/topics/care-and-support/concessions/household-concessions/cost-of-living-concessions
https://.sa.gov.au/topics/care-and-support/concessions/household-concessions/cost-of-living-concessions

Member presentation ‘About Me’ by Chris Doull.

Chris was the Manager of the Magistrates Court and has seen a lot of change, particularly
in technology.

Her first job was as a Magistrate Clerk using various typewriters - manual, electric, glass,
and then the PC. The Pitmans Shorthand was replaced by the Stenograph machine which
used a combination of keys to produce symbols that were then

transcribed by the Clerk. A later introduction was Computer Aided Transcription to
automatically transcribe stenograph notes.

When Chris was not in trial she would assist with guilty plea lists (up to 100 matters per
day). She also travelled throughout SA country courts and often was called to go out on
‘views’, to witness crime scenes or workplace faulty issues or disputes.

There were many challenges with travel. Not only the physical toll, but managing to record
when no wireless or desks were available, and once caught in the middle of the mouse
Plague.

Chris did further studies and became a Secondary School Teacher, however found that
she didn't like teaching high school students. She then accepted a role at TAFE teaching
adults business studies. Chris’ passion was with the Courts, so she returned to become
the IT Director at Courts. Chris went on to become the manager of the Court Libraries,
Court Reporting and the Communications and Media branches.

The Courts were progressing with their technology and staff needed to keep abreast of the
latest developments. Chris became Director of Court Services and Principal Registrar.
Challenging times ahead especially with Covid19. In 2023 Chris retired.

Guest Speaker - Rod Barton, an Australian Intelligence Officer - ‘The Life of a Spy’.

Rod is a microbiologist and a biochemist, who worked as a patent’s examiner looking into
antibiotics. This didn’t pay well, so he accepted a job with the Government for a scientist.
Turns out it was a classified position working in the Joint Intelligence Organisation. Rod
was sent to Spy School in Swan Island in Port Phillip Bay, where he developed his skills in
surveillance, hidden microphones and dead letter drops.

He then was assigned to look into Nuclear developments worldwide starting in the Middle
East. In the 1970s Vietnam invaded Cambodia. Rod was assigned to Thailand to meet
with resistance fighters and refugees and determine what was Yellow Rain. After
examination under a microscope it was “bee poo”. Deaths occurred not because it was a
contagion but because the people were mountain people and had to leave their clean
environment when bombs were dropped and caught lots of disease on the lower plains.

Rod then went to London to liaise with MI5 and CIA. For 3 years he collected information
and sent it back to Australia. After that period he was sent to Bahrain/Baghdad to work



with the CIA as the Weapons Inspector in Iraq. He faced many challenges.

Then off to Somalia working with the United Nations. They needed an expert in
disarmament. This was one of his most challenging roles. He was asked to disarm the
Somalia Militia of their AK47s. He wore 2 hats [UN and Intelligence]. Rod was in
Mogadishu when the Black Hawk Down incident occurred. Terrible times.

Rod’s new title was Discernment, Demobilisation and Reintegration. For militia to give up
their guns he said he would build a farm in Baidoa Somalia with the help of the Australian
Army and teach farming. It was a successful venture in Baidoa.

Rod’s last role was in Baghdad to eliminate biochemical weapons (eg. nerve gas, mustard
gas and anthrax).

From there he became a world class analyst in London, a weapons detective in Iraq and a
whistleblower in Australia.



