Seacliff Probus Club President’s Annual Report Thursday February 22 2024
Welcome everyone to the Seacliff Probus Club February Meeting - the Annual General Meeting

I would like to begin by acknowledging the land on which we meet today, the land of the Kaurna
People of the Adelaide Plains. I pay my respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

It seems like quite a while since we last met and there has been discussion in the past whether there
should be a Meeting in January? Something that the new Committee may wish to consider.

This is my last meeting as President of the Seacliff Probus Club. We will soon commence the election
of the new Committee for 2024. I would like to thank in advance Phil Hewitt, who has kindly
volunteered to take on the role of Returning Officer. Phil will manage the process of electing the new
Committee.

Last year became a year of growth for the Seacliff Probus Club. The Club currently has seventy two
members. I believe we are a vibrant and dynamic Club with much to offer.

I am very proud of the Club and all it has achieved over the past year. This is largely due to the
diligence, commitment and enthusiasm of the 2023 Committee. I have thoroughly enjoyed working
with each one of them and we have been very fortunate as members to have benefited from the
numerous outings, experiences and engagement by the Committee.

The year commenced rather precariously without a full Committee and there was a real risk of the
Club folding. The February 2023 Meeting was a special Meeting to attempt to fill the positions of
Secretary and Treasurer. Thankfully, two of our members, Greg Cochrane and Pat Grantham agreed
to take on these roles. Thankfully, the club was able to continue and not only continue but flourish!

Many of us have participated in the numerous outings that the Outings Coordinator, Louise Chapman
has organised from the famous Winery Tour, tour of Adelaide Oval, Parliament House, David Roche
Museum and the Old Treasury Building and tunnels tour. This is highlighting just several of the
excursions but are evidence of the wide range of experiences made available to us.

The Guest Speakers organised by Julie Souman, the Guest Speaker Coordinator have been interesting
and informative from a diverse variety of areas and backgrounds. I have been able to take on new
learning from each of them. They have been engaging and at times very entertaining such as the ex
host of the Curiosity Show who had us all laughing hysterically at the ‘ups and downs’ of aging!!

The monthly meetings are worthy of comment too. At times I look around at the group and I sense a
feeling of real connection amongst our members. These meetings are well attended and new members
often comment on the welcoming and friendly culture of the club. There certainly is much chatter
and laughter overheard during morning tea breaks. New friendships have formed and developed and
I believe there is a real sense of support amongst members. This has been highlighted to me over time
with the care and support of members who have been unwell or have been confronted with terrible



loss and tragedy. This is a real strength of the Seacliff Probus Club. This is only possible because we
have such wonderful members.

Lastly, I’d like to refer to the Committee’s latest initiative and that is the purchase of two laptops. one
for the Secretary and one for the Treasurer. I'd like to thank and acknowledge the work of Pat
Grantham, Seacliff Probus Secretary for the extensive hours spent researching and setting these
computers up, ready for the new Committee. [ am confident that the establishment of more
professional processes will only enhance communication between the Committee and members and
lead to much more effective and efficient outcomes.

To conclude, I have been delighted to be the Seacliff Probus Club President during 2023. It has been
areal privilege. I am confident that the new Committee will build on to even bigger and better
things. I wish them well.

Vicki

Vicki Porter
Seacliff



