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Annual General Meeting 
22nd February, 2024 

Minutes 
Open Mtg. 10:10 am 
 
1. Welcome: 

President Vicki Porter started with Welcome to Country, then opened the meeting and 
welcomed Members and visitor Chris Doull. 

 
2. Apologies:  

Rob & Carolyn Berry, Anne Kelly, Barbara & Justin O’Halloran, Julie Souman, Helen & Colin 
Ratsch, Gayle Thomas, Kym Tallisker, Charlotte Dyer, Wendy Bowles, Anneleise Bunnik, Sue 
Dyer, Barb Nugent, Judy & Ian Rogers, Christine Fitzpatrick. 

 
3. Confirmation of Quorum (50% of total members plus one): 

We currently have 73 Members. Secretary Pat Grantham confirmed there were 48 members 
present, and therefore a quorum was present allowing the AGM to proceed.   

 
4. Induction of New Members, Life Members and Honorary Members: 
 John Wenzel, Helen Taylor and Robert Barnes were inducted as new members. 
 Ian Rogers was absent. 
 There were no Life or Honorary Members to be Inducted. 
 
5. Confirmation of the Minutes of last-year’s AGM: 

Due to the inability to fill all positions on the committee, the 2023 AGM, a special meeting 
was held on 23 March 2023 at which all positions were filled. As the AGM Minutes could not 
be located, the Special Meeting minutes were attached to the agenda and put forward for 
adoption. 
 
Moved:  Greg Cochrane 
Second:  Phil Johanson 
Confirm: Motion carried. 

 
6. Business Arising from last year’s AGM: 

 6.1 Eventbrite: Pat explained the suggested use of Eventbrite as a means of registering 
attendance and receiving payments for the club’s outings and events was discussed at the 



Special Meeting held in March 2023 in lieu of the AGM. However, on further investigation it 
required a PayPal account which then required the club to have a credit card. This may be 
worth looking into again if things change in the future, following discussion with the bank. 
Try Booking is another option worth looking into. 

 
7. Correspondence addressed to this year’s AGM: 
 Nil Correspondence received.   
 
8. President’s Report: 

President Vicki Porter presented the Annual President’s Report (attached). She also 
explained that on the Application for Membership Form that we signed when joining the 
club, we agreed to that our contact information would be shared with members. Members 
were asked to notify one of the committee members, if they preferred to be left off the list 
and not have their contact information shared. 
Celebration & Welfare is the responsibility of all the committee members. Members were 
reminded to let the committee know if they become aware of someone in hospital or who 
has had a significant medical event, so they can be contacted and offered assistance and 
support. 
Members were also reminded to be pro-active in welcoming and talking to new members 
and guests, to make them feel welcome. 
 
Moved:  Phil Johanson 
Seconded: Merry Canavan  
Confirmed: Motion carried. 

 
9. Treasurers Report: 

Treasurer Greg Cochrane presented the Annual Financial Report and the proposed 2024 
Budget. Current bank balance at is $4,071.52.   
 
Peter Ritson has reviewed the financial records – he was thanked for his contribution. 
 
Moved:  Yvonne Learmonth 
Seconded:  Merry Canavan 
Confirmed: Motion carried. 

 
 
10. General Business: 
 

10.1 Review Club Fees: 
The Management Committee has reviewed and made a small increase in membership 
fees for 2024. 

 
a. Annual Renewal of Membership Fee $68. An increase of $3 to cover increased 

Capitation fee paid to PSPL. The annual fee is used for administrative services, guest 
speakers and refreshments throughout the year and to subsidise the Christmas 
function. This fee includes the Capitation fee per Member paid to PSPL for general 
services and club insurance.  
 

b. New Member joining fee. $103 per Member (includes annual fee, the capitation fee, 
a badge, certificate, folder of information and Membership Card).  

 



c. Payment for membership is due by 31st March and can be made by bank transfer to:  
 

Account Name:   Seacliff Probus Club 
BSB:    105 131 
Account Number:  747 891 40 
Reference:   Your name  

 
 

11. Appointment of the Returning Officer: 
 

President Vicki Porter handed the meeting over to Phil Hewitt who acted as the Returning 
Officer for the Committee elections. 

 
12. Committee Election and Induction: 
 

a. The Returning Officer declared all positions vacant. As there was only one nomination 
for each committee role, no elections were required. 

 
b. New Committee Appointments: 

 
President: Merry Canavan was inducted into the position, reading the Oath of Office. 
Vice President: Pat Grantham  
Secretary: Shauna Allen 
Treasurer: Di Nixon 
Membership: Cathy Farquhar  
Outings & Activities: Louise Chapman   
Guest Speaker: Julie Souman 
Newsletter: Gayle Mathews 
Publicity: Greg Cochrane 
Hospitality: Anne Garvie 

 
Other Positions: 
 
A Public Officer is required under the Associations Incorporation Act, 1985 and is not 
an elected position. They do not need to attend Committee Meetings but does not 
voting rights. This is a 7-year appointment until 2027, and Lorraine Ellen has agreed 
to continue on in this role. 

 
Webmaster (who uploads all meeting minutes, newsletters etc.) is not required but 
Philip Hewitt has agreed to continue in this role for 12-months.  He is not required to 
attend Committee Meetings and does not have voting rights. 
 
The incoming Management Committee Members had their photograph taken, while 
other members had morning tea. 

 
13. Returning Officer returns the AGM to the new President: 

The Returning Officer gave concluding remarks and wished the new committee well. 
 
Merry thanked Phil. 

  
 



14. Appointment of Auditor: 
Peter Ritson has agreed to be the auditor for next year. 

 
15. March Outing & Activities: 
 5th March – Fringe Event: Best of the Best – bookings closed. 
 15th March – Fringe Event: Tight Mum’s Loose Units – bookings closed. 
 20th March – Police Academy is not going ahead unfortunately – cancelled. 

11th April – Migration Museum & State Library. 
9th May – Analby Gardens Tour & lunch. Final price to be advised once the numbers are 
finalised, as those attending need to cover the cost of the bus, but is likely to be around 
$100. The bus will pick attendees up from the Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club car park. As the 
gardens are a 1.5 hour drive away, this will be a full day excursion. 
 
 
Tina Turner in April – Merry will email those attending re dinner arrangements prior to the 
concert. 
 
Meeting dates for March and April will be held a week earlier because of the clash with 
Easter and ANZAC Day.  
 
Phil Johanson reminded members of the Men’s BBQ held at midday on the 3rd Friday of each 
month. There is no need to let Phil know if you are attending, just BYO everything.  
 
Morning Tea at the Espy on the first Thursday of each month at 10am. All welcome – just 
turn up, no booking required. The attendance to this has been very good to date. 
 
Merry thanked various people including Greg and Pat who made the club a viable 
proposition by stepping up to the Treasurer and Secretary role respectively. 
Vicki was presented with Charlesworth Nuts basket for her contribution and supporting the 
new committee over the past 12 months. 
The Hospitality Team – Pam, Margaret and Barb who have provided morning teas without 
accepting any reimbursement were also thanked and presented with a Charlesworth Nuts 
basket each. 
Penny Franz was also thanked for stepping up as secretary when Pat was overseas for 3 
months. 
 
Merry then declared the meeting closed. 

 
16. Annual General Meeting Closes 11:45 am 
 

 
Attachments: 

• President’s Report 

• Treasurers Report 

• Budget for 2024 

• Signed Auditors Report 


