
 

 

General Meeting 
Thursday 28th September 2023 

Minutes 

Meeting Opened:  10h10 
 
1. Presidents Welcome and Confirmation of Quorum (50%+1): There are 69 members with 48 present at 
the meeting.  In Vicki’s absence, Vice-President Merry acted as President for the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies:  
Pam & John Walters, Pat Grantham, Anne Kelly, Marilyn Skurray, Ken & Shauna Allen, Yvonne Learmonth, 
Linda Maselli, Kym Tallisker, Dave Thomas, Vicki Porter, Dawn Prust, Mary Raymond 
 
3. Welcome Guests and visiting Probus Members:  
Bruce & Chris Grimm 
 
4. Induction of new Members (and Life & Honorary Members): none 
 
5. Confirmation of Minutes of last General Meeting:  

5.1 Penny reported that due to an unavoidable change in the date for the Parliament House outing 
the incorrect date was included in the August minutes. The date to be changed from 22 September 
to 15 September. 
5.2 Minutes accepted with this change as a true record.   Proposed Phill Hewitt, seconded Greg 
Cochrane. 

 
6. Business arising from last General Meeting Minutes:  

6.1 Xmas lunch on Thursday 14th December:  Merry reported that the Xmas lunch and welcome 
drink cost would be $30pp.   The committee decided the full cost of $42pp would be subsidized by 
$12pp from club funds. 
6.2 Succession Planning for 2024.  This issue remains of great importance for the ongoing 
functioning of the club.   All positions on the committee will shortly become vacant prior to 
nominations being received for the 2024 committee.   Members are encouraged to consider 
shadowing committee members with a view to taking over or becoming a back-up for a portfolio.  
Any member interested to contact a committee member. 
 

7. Correspondence: none 
 
 
 
 



8. Treasurer’s Report:   The current bank balance stands at $8277.33 
 8.1  Member Peter Ritson kindly ‘volunteered’ to read a small part of Greg’s report. 

8.2  The club requires a new auditor.   Greg asked if any members present were qualified to take on 
this position.  When nobody responded positively, members were asked to give thought to 
recommending a suitably qualified accountant friend or colleague who would be prepared take on 
this position. 
8.3  Greg reported that the Square payment facility would be available at meetings for members to 
make club related payments.  Charlotte’s assistance with setting up the facility was appreciated. 

 
9. Announcements:  

9.1  October is Probus month so members are encouraged to wear something blue or yellow to the 
General Meeting on 26th October. 
9.2  Merry reported that Anne Kelly had been injured in a fall and would not be able to organize the 
next coffee morning.  However, the gathering would go ahead as usual at the Espy at 10h00 on 
Thursday 5th October.   All welcome. 

 9.3  Merry reminded members about the following: 
 
Saturday 9th  October at 7pm: Film ‘A Haunting in Venice’ at Wallis Mitcham. Book through 
Trybooking.   If there are any problems with booking or you would like to join the pre film 
dinner at 5.30pm, please contact Merry. 

  30th April: Tina Turner Musical:  Cost $139.   If interested, please contact Merry. 
Friday 20th October pm:  Merry is kindly organizing an ‘Introduction to Mahjong’.  Anyone 
interested should contact her. 
 

9.4   Greg reminded gentlemen members about the barbeque held at 12 noon on the 3rd Friday of 
the month close to the tennis courts at Kingston Park. Bring your own food, beverage, and chair. 

 
10. Reports by Committee Members (as required):  

Outings: 
10.1  Botanic Gardens Thursday 12th October 10h50 for 11am inside North Terrace entrance: 
Louise confirmed she would be absent for this outing and that in her absence Julie would be in 
charge.   The tour would be approximately 1 hour and, thereafter, refreshments would be available 
at the Wine Centre. 
10.2  Melbourne Cup Tuesday 7th November:  deadline for payments is Friday 29th September.  
Payable direct to the Espy Hotel. 
10.3  Haigh’s Chocolates Thursday 7th December:  There is a waiting list for this outing so please 
notify Louise if you have a confirmed place but are unable to attend. 

 
11. Other Business:  

11.1 Marion Probus Club IT Conversations Group:   1st Friday of the month at Club Marion, Sturt 
Road, Marion.   Feedback from members indicates it is very informative.  Next meeting on 6th 
October includes advice on searching for family history.  Bring your own device.  If wishing to 
attend, for seating purposes, members were asked to inform Merry by Monday 2nd October. 
11.2  Merry thanked Penny for temporarily taking over the Secretary portfolio. 
11.3  Merry thanked Gayle for the excellent photos she has provided for the website and the 
newsletter. 

 
12. Committee Roles Explained:  
Julie Souman spoke about her Guest Speakers portfolio.   This included details on how she identifies and 
selects speakers to ensure a variety of topics.  After confirmation, follow up contact with a speaker is 
maintained.   A small gift is purchased.   On the day she welcomes and introduces the speaker, who is 
invited to lunch.   She prepares a summary of the presentation for the newsletter. 
 
13. Morning Tea:  
 
 



14. Guest Speaker:  Robert Davis – Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
Robert is a volunteer and gave a very interesting talk.  Initially formed in 1917 doctors used camels as 
transport.   The flying service started in 1928.   RFDS has grown into a remarkable and highly successful 
organization covering 7.7 million sq kms with 23 bases and 183 ambulances countrywide.   The service is 
offered free to patients and has substantial government financial support.   However, there remains a 
significant shortfall annually and donations and bequests are more than welcome. 
 
15. Next Meeting Date: Thursday 26th October 2023 . 
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month. No meeting in December or January.  
 
16. Meeting Closed:  10h30. 


