
 

 

General Meeting 
Thursday 27th July 2023 

Minutes 

 
 Meeting Opened: 10h08 
 
1. President’s Welcome and Confirmation of Quorum (50%+1).  
There are 63 members with 35 members present at the meeting.  
Vicki advised members of Dawn Prust’s tragic loss of her son, Brad, in a mountain bike accident. 
Condolences have been sent to Dawn together with offers of support.  
Penny was thanked for taking on the Secretary’s role for the remainder of Pat’s absence.  
 
2. Apologies:  
Pamela Peacock, Pat Grantham, Charlotte Dyer, Greg Cochrane, Shirley Cochrane, Gayle Thomas, Wendy 
Bowles, Dawn Prust, Carolyn Berry, Rob Berry, Cathy Farquhar, Sylvia Long, Kate Rumpff, John Rumpff, 
Vivienne Tucker 
 
3. Welcome Guests and visiting Probus Members:  
Maureen Carmen, Mary Raymond, Jane & Peter Ritson, Vicki Billings 
 
4. Induction of new Members (and Life & Honorary Members):  
Judy Rogers was presented with her certificate. 
 
5. Confirmation of Minutes of Last General Meeting: Phil Johannsen proposed, and Lorraine Ellen 
seconded.   Accepted as a true record.  
 
6. Business arising from last General Meeting Minutes:  
 

6.1 Probus Health Check Survey: 

A revised survey has been approved by the Committee and will be distributed with the November 

agenda by email. Members will be asked to complete the details before the meeting. 

 6.2 Succession Planning for 2024:  
Attention was drawn to the white board which is available at General Meetings. Members are 
asked to consider their participation on the committee and to write their name in an area of 
interest.  
 



 
 
7. Correspondence:  
A memorial card was received from Yvonne. It depicted some beautiful photos of her daughter, Sarah, and 
family.   Yvonne very kindly provided some chocolates as a thank you for the support she has received 
from members. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report:  
The current bank balance stands at $9,466. 
 
The committee has authorised the purchase of compostable cups for morning tea.   Members to bring 
their own cups/mugs if wished. 
 
The committee has decided to partially subsidize the cost of the Xmas lunch.  The amount will be finalized 
when the cost is known. 
 
Greg has obtained sponsorship of 12 mixed wines from Horndale Winery.   These will be used as speakers’ 
gifts. 
 
Funds will be used for the club’s banner and sandwich board.  
 
Further suggestions for the use of funds for the club would be welcome. 
 
9. Announcements: nil 
 
9.1 Outings & Activities: Louise reported on the impressive number of upcoming outings. 

Thursday 3rd August:  10h00 Coffee morning at The Espy Hotel. 
 
Thursday 10th August: 10h00 at David Roche Foundation, Fermoy House, 241 Melbourne St, North 

Adelaide followed by lunch at the British Hotel.   Members were asked to fill in the form during the coffee 

break if they required lunch. 

September (date to be confirmed): Parliament House.  The tour on the original date was unavailable.  

Back up outing could be the Art Gallery of SA.   Lunch to follow either option.  Details to follow asap. 

Thursday 12th October: Botanical Gardens tour.   Julie will be in charge in Louise’s absence. 

Tuesday 7th November: Melbourne Cup Luncheon at the Espy, details to follow.   A 20% booking deposit 

would be required. 

Thursday 14th December: Probus Xmas lunch at the Seacliff Yacht Club. 

 
9.2 Welfare: nil 
 
10. Reports by Committee Members (as required):  
10.1  President:  

10.1.1  Vicki reported on attending the Local Leaders Probus Group with Merry.  Present were 
members from the following Probus clubs, Hallett Cove, Marion, Glenelg Bay, and Glenelg 
Brighton.   The overall conclusion from the meeting was that we have a vibrant Seacliff Probus 
Club and that our Newsletter is of a high standard.   Gayle was thanked for compiling the 
Newsletter. 
10.1.2  The winery tour was a great success and Louise and Kathy were thanked for the 
organization. 



10.1.3  Hospitality: after some investigation by Pam, a decision was made to order 500 

environmentally friendly recyclable double-walled cups. 
10.1.5 Vicki mentioned that Felicity attended the Committee Meeting and other members are 
encouraged to do so.  Felicity submitted a pamphlet about a local repair service to Gayle and 
details will be included in the next Newsletter. 

 
10.2 Publicity:  

10.2.1  Merry reported that the club’s private Facebook page is up and running with access 
restricted to members only. Some members have already joined.   To join, please contact Merry as 
she is the administrator and has to authorise first time logins.  Thereafter, access would be 
directly to the page.   Comments, feedback, and photos would be welcome, e.g., outings, coffee 
morning gatherings, etc. 
10.2.2 Merry mentioned possible concerts in the future and will circulate information when 
known.   If members have other suggestions, please let her know. 

 
10.3  Speakers: 
 Julie confirmed the following speakers for upcoming meetings: 
 

August:  Darren Bailhache – Neighbourhood Watch. If any members have concerns about specific 
issues in the Seacliff area, please let Julie know and Darren will address these.  

 September: Lindy Allchurch – Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
October:  Barry Mitchell, a climate reality leader and activist who previously worked as an oil 
engineer for an oil company before changing his outlook on the environmental future.  This has 
resulted in some significant outcomes in his life. 
November:  Robert Morrison, an Australian zoologist & science communicator, will be speaking 
and entertaining us on ‘aging’.   He co-hosted The Curiosity Show aired 1972 to 1990.   

 
11. Other Business:  

Marion Probus Club IT Conversations Group: This takes place on the first Friday of the month and 
is free for Probus members.  Sessions are held at Club Marion on Sturt Rd – behind the Marion 
Bowls Club.   Barbara reported on her attendance at the previous meeting when the focus was on 
downloading podcasts and music.  General questions from attendees were also welcomed. She 
indicated she found it very worthwhile. 

  
12. Committee Roles Explained: Due to time constraints, Julie Souman will speak about her portfolio at 
the next meeting. 
.  
13. Morning Tea:  
 
14. Guest Speaker: Emily Drewniak, Adelaide Botanic Gardens.  
Emily is Head of Development and has a major interest in philanthropy.  She gave a very informative talk 
on many aspects about the gardens including the SA Museum of Economic Botany, the SA Seed 
Conservation Centre, and the State Herbarium.   She specifically mentioned details about the opportunity 
that arose for volunteers to collect seeds from Kangaroo Island after the recent fires.   There are many 
areas where volunteers are required.  If interested, members should contact the Friends of the Botanic 
Gardens on their website botanicgardens.sa.gov.au  There are a number of tours available, including on 
medicinal plants and a First Nations food tour.   The National Wine Centre produces a small quantity of 
wine annually in collaboration with other local botanical organizations.  Emily kindly donated some bottles 
of the latest vintage to the club.   We should be very cautious about eating mushrooms if uncertain about 
the variety.  A poison helpline is available on 13 11 26.   Her final message:  Plant a Tree! 
 
15. Next Meeting Date: Thursday 24th August 2023  
Meetings are held on the 4th  Thursday of each month. No meeting in December or January.  
 
16. Meeting Closed: 10h40 am. 


