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Special Meeting 
23rd March 2023 

Minutes 
Meeting Opened at 10am 
 
1. Welcome 
President Vicki Porter opened the meeting and welcomed Members, guests and visitors. 

Marilyn Prior, Pamela Peacock were welcomed as guests 

Chris Fitzpatrick, Sandra Finch were welcomed as new members 
 
2. Apologies 

Annelies Bunnik, Louise Chapman, Renee Finn, Yvonne Learmonth, Julie Major, Colin and 
Helen Ratsch, John and Kate Rumpff, Pam Walters, Felicity Kurtz, Grant Higgins, Gayle 
Thomas, Yvonne Ayliffe, Dianne Nixon, Vivienne Tucker. 
 
3. Business Arising from last month’s AGM 

Vicki opened the meeting by stating that Seacliff was a relatively new club, and asked 

members if they want the Seacliff Probus Club to continue or to fold. Everyone agreed that 

the club should continue. 

Vicki explained there is a constitutional requirement that the positions of President, Vice 

President, Secretary and Treasurer be filled in order to continue. At the committee meeting 

last week, the committee had agreed that all roles should be made as simple as possible, even 

considering shared roles or responsibilities. A brief explanation of what the Secretary and 

Treasurer roles entail was given. Past office bearers are happy to mentor those taking on new 

roles.  

The use of the website Evenbrite could assist in making monetary transactions and bookings 

for outings more streamlined and easier to manage.  

 

An early break for morning tea offered time for members to discuss the positions that need to 

be filled. The new Committee and support roles are: 

 

 President: Vicki Porter 

 Vice President: Merry Canavan 

 Secretary: Pat Grantham (Lorraine Ellen to stand in when Pat is away) 

 Treasurer: Greg Cochrane 

Membership: Cathy Farquhar (email: cathy_farquhar@kt3.com.au)  

mailto:cathy_farquhar@kt3.com.au
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Outings: Louise Chapman & Kathy Knight  

Speakers: Julie Souman & Kathy Knight 

Newsletter: Gayle Mathews 

Hospitality: Pam Walters with assistance from Barb Nugent & Margaret Tamlin 

Celebration & Welfare:  

Public Officer: Lorraine Ellen 

Publicity Officer: Merry Canavan 

Webmaster: Philip Hewitt 

 

Regarding succession planning, Vicki welcomed anyone considering an office bearing 

position next year to come along as an observer to the Committee Meetings, held at 10am on 

the third Thursday of each month at the Seacliff Sailing Club.   

 

4. IT Workshops 

The Marion Probus Club host IT Conversation workshops at 10:30am on the first Friday 

monthly if anyone is interested in upskilling the computer knowledge. Contact Merry 

(foxylady4691@gmail.com) if you are interested in attending. 
 
5. Membership Fees 

Membership fee of $65 is now due, and payable to the following bank account: 

 

 Account Name:  Seacliff Probus Club 

 BSB:   105 131 

 Account Number:  074789140 

 Reference:   Your surname and first name initial e.g. CITIZEN J 

 

New members pay a once off additional fee of $35 (i.e. $100) to cover the badge and 

welcome pack. 
 
6. Guest Speakers 

Jonathon Robran (Business Development Manager) and Malcom Stevens (Volunteer) from 

Operation Flinders Foundation. 

Jonathon explained that The Foundation works to transform the lives of young people from 

the age of 13 - 18. The 8-day program is held in the northern Flinders Ranges where young 

people trek up to 100km, experience abseiling, Indigenous culture, bushcraft and build self-

confidence through challenging themselves. These young people come from all across South 

Australia and are typically referred to us as part of a team of 10 from one school or agency. 

Once the young person completes an Exercise, they are invited to join the Peer Group Mentor 

Program. This program opens participants up to a world of opportunity and growth to 

transform their lives from one of disengagement, drugs and alcohol, crime and difficult home 

life, to build confidence, cooperation, discipline, routine, acceptance and achievement. 

The program commenced in 1991 and will have assisted over 10,000 participants by the end 

of this year. 

Malcom gave examples of children who have been positively affected by the program and 

have come back as peer mentors, completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award, and 

participating in monthly Training Programs. The program costs around $4,800 per 

participant, which is a little less than the cost of supporting a person in detention, but with far 

reaching and positive outcomes. 

 
7. Special Meeting Closed 11.55 am 
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