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General Meeting 
28th October 2021 

Minutes 
 
Open Mtg. 10:02am 
 
1. President opened the meeting and welcomed Members 

(housekeeping/safety and evacuation information) 
 
2. Apologies 
Anne Kelly, Sigrid Hurl, Ann Greaves, Merry Canavan, Peter Loveday, Marilyn Scurray, Anne Baker, 
Desley Raston-Watson, Colin Raston, Marion Bunnik 
 
3. Confirmation of Quorum 
39 attendees from 49 Members so a Quorum was present.  
 
4. Welcome Guests of Members and visiting Probus Members 
We had 5 guests, 2 visitors and Elizabeth Gates (local Probus District Chair) and Sophie Bishop (Guest 
Speaker) present for the duration of the meeting. 
 
5. Induction of new Members and Life & Honorary Members (if required) 
None 
 
6. Confirmation of Minutes of last General Meeting 
Moved: Gayle Matthews 
Seconded Julie Souman 
Confirmed: Yes 
 
7. Business arising from last General Minutes 
None 
 
8. Correspondence 
None 
 
9. Treasurer’s Report 



Charlotte presented the statement for the month.  The bank balance on 30th Septemebr 2021 was 
$4,797.45.  Estimated outstanding payments total approximately $700 leaving a balance available 
for the continued operations of the Club of approximately $4,000. 
 
10. Announcements 
 Members Monthly Draw 

Charlotte: The Jackpot Prize draw this month is $10.00.  Won by John Rumpff. 
 

Annual General Meeting and Committee Nominations 
Phil J: The Annual General Meeting will be in March.  The Committee will declare all 
positions open and seek nominations.  It’s time to think about what you might do to help the 
Club. 
 
Celebration & Welfare 
Yvonne: There are 2 Members who are ill and needing our thoughts.  We celebrated 5 
birthdays this month. 
 
Outings & Activities 
Vicki: 
November 4th: Carrick Hill. Tour and 2 course (entrée & mains) lunch.  Total cost of the tour 
and lunch is $48.00.  Please see your emails, or the Club website (simply type ‘Seacliff Probus 
Club’ in your web browser and to find us). 
 
December 16th: Christmas Luncheon 
This event is for financial Members (and their guest) to celebrate our year together.  Details 
about time and location; registration and direct debit payments; food selection, gifts, and 
other arrangements are on our website (simply type ‘Seacliff Probus Club’ in your web 
browser and to find us).  This requires your immediate action, thank you. 
 
Elizabeth Gates: (local Probus District Chair) spoke to us about some things happening in 
PSPL and its structure to improve services to Members.  She told us about resource 
assistance, proposed quarterly ‘cluster’ meetings for Presidents and Secretaries, setting 
sealing for Club membership. 

 
11. Reports by Committee Members (if required) 
None 
 
12. Club Member Speaker (option for a short About Me) 
Item deferred to allow time for the Group Coordinators to update us about their group activies. 
 
13. General Business 

Interest Groups 
Caravan and Camping 
Coordinator Grant Higgins grant.higgins01@bigpond.com  0456 990 355 

Walking 

Coordinator Phil Hewitt  seacliffsasecretary@adam.com.au 0400 644 310 

Fitness 

Coordinator Gayle Mathews gemmat445@gmail.com  0416 976 722 

Mens BBQ 

Coordinator Phil Johansen phillipj@chariot.net.au   0403 605 994 
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Concerts / Arts 

Coordinator Merry Canavan foxylady4691@gmail.com  0417084377 

Chat and Chew 

Coordinator Louise Chapman louisejosephinechapman@gmail.com 0407 720 252 

Book Club 

Coordinator Barb Nugent madauntbabs@hotmail.com  0422 982 069 
Board Games and Cards  

Lyndal Ellis   lyndal.ellis@gmail.com   0412 768 597 

 
The Coordinators presented information about their Groups.   
Details are available on our website (simply type ‘Seacliff Probus Club’ in your web browser 
and to find us).  
 

14. Morning Tea 
 
15. Introduction of Guest Speaker 
 
16. Guest Speaker 
Josie Bishop provided a spotlight on her teaching experiences in China, explaining what life was like 
when she lived there while working in Schools & Universities. She was born in England and always 
dreamt and read about fireworks, silk, exotic places and people; and travel.   
 
One day her Mum said they were going on a big adventure and they became ‘Ten pound Poms’.   
 
In 1995, Josie eventually found her way to China where she taught and learnt about Chinese culture 
and customs. She was invited to stay with the family of one of her students. The family lived in a 
rural village and she got to understand what living in rural China is really like.  Josie returned to 
Australia in 2010 with fond memories of her experience.  She showed us some of the things she 
brought back from China, or with Chinese origins. 
 
17. Question Time 
Due to a late start, we allowed questions throughout the talk. 
 
18. Vote of thanks to Guest Speaker 
 
19. Confirmation of Next Meeting Date 
Our General Meetings are on the 4th Thursday of each month with the next meeting 25th November. 
 
20. Meeting Closes 12 Noon 
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