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BULLETIN April 2025 

President’s Preamble 

Kia Ora and a warm welcome to all members and visitors. As you will 

see from the Committee list, some roles have been reallocated since 

our AGM last month. I am grateful to Irene Bicknell for taking on the 

Secretary's position - huge shoes to fill after Joan King's 12-year 

marathon in that role.  

I am grateful too, to have Hazel McLoughlin on board. She has 

adopted the Bulletin, giving it a fresh new look, and has taken on the 

task of organising Trips with the help of  her husband, Mike. 

Thank you, Hilary, for your 4 years as Trip organiser. We have had 

many enjoyable outings with Hilary's happy 'Whee-oop' to hold us 

together. She will, I know, be our very caring Almoner  while Joan 

Roberts is still happy to provide cards . 

With Deb continuing as our very capable Treasurer, Yvonne teeing up 

Speakers and Irene Howard assembling the raffle prizes, organising 

morning tea and filling in with the many background chores that crop 

up, I am very appreciative of such a keen and willing team, and urge 

any of you who can, to volunteer help and support. We will need extra 

help in the kitchen each month. Please volunteer on the sign-up sheet 

at our Friday meeting. 

Happy 31st Birthday, Everyone                Bev Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee 

President: Bev Williams            579 2936 

Secretary:  Irene Bicknell         570 4674 

Treasurer/ Deb McPherson    

Membership:                         021 490456 

Speakers:   Yvonne Salesa        527 1912 

Almoner:    Hilary Wills             525 2212 

Hospitality: Irene Howard       579 6406 

Trips/   Hazel McLoughlin    

Bulletin                               022 1936908 

Raffle:           Rose Boyle            634 8111 

Website: probussouthpacific.org/Ellerslie                       

Bank Account details:   
ASB  12-3060-0238292-00      
Ref: Name and Sub OR Trip + date 
Annual Subscription $30.00 – Due now, 

no later than 30 April, please.  

 

This Month’s Meeting: Friday, 11th April at 10.00am 
 

Venue: Jack Dickey Community Hall, 174 Green Lane West 

31st Birthday Celebration of Ellerslie Combined Probus Club: 
Wear your Easter bonnet if you have one. 
No speaker this month, but Hilary and her Singing Group will lead us in a seasonal singsong.  

Our Mini-Speaker, Irene Howard, will tell us about her recent trip to Bali. 

Be sure to buy your tickets for our Easter raffle prizes. Tickets $2 each or 3 for $5.  

(Further contributions welcome on the day.)  

Bring along your surplus items, plants or other useful things for our Share & Swap Table. No clothing 

please. Contributors can choose something at morning tea.  After the meeting, anyone can choose.  

Bring along a keep-cup for your cuppa – so we can save a few more trees. 

N.B. Jack Dickey Community Hall is our venue again this month due to rain damage at Leicester Hall. 



March Outing: 

Auckland Maritime Museum 
Around 20 Probus members enjoyed a tour of the Museum on March 

28th. Our knowledgeable guide, Martin, took us time-travelling, showing 

us the different types of sailing craft that had brought settlers to our 

shores, from the Maori in their waka to the first Europeans on the iconic 

steamships of the 1950s. The pictures of the latter, together with the 

mock-up of a typical family cabin on board, brought back vivid memories 

for one of our group, who shares them with us here: 
Sailing to NZ, Dec 26, 1957 - Feb 6 1958 

We set sail from the Tilbury Docks in England on the P.O. Liner Orsova, 

having travelled from our home in Wellingborough, Northants. My 

father had flown out 6mths before, to an agricultural engineering job in 

Christchurch. So there were we three young girls 7-9yrs and my older 

sister 14yrs, our mother and her father. 

We young ones were put under the care of the "children’s hostess" 

which gave our mother a well-earned rest! When the weather warmed 

up around Gibraltar we were given small square tubs of pink or white ice 

cream every morning. We had swimming lessons in the deck pool, 

played deck games - quoits, noughts and crosses, hop scotch, etc. There 

were family film nights in the ballroom, and a children’s talent quest in 

which we sang 'Marianina' in 3-part harmony, and won! Also a fancy-

dress competition in which our mother dressed us as the "3 Wise 

Monkeys”  in matching brown shorts and checked shirts. The brown 

shoe polish took a while to wear off! 

When we crossed the Equator they put on a ceremony where we were 

lined up and presented to King Neptune who plastered us all with ice 

cream, using a huge paint brush, before his henchmen threw us into the 

shallow swimming pool. After we were washed off by his mermaids we 

were given a certificate honouring the occasion. 

In Sydney we sadly disembarked from the Orsova and boarded the 

"Wanganella" a flat-bottomed old ferry boat. All I can remember is 

most of us passengers being sea sick from the rough weather, and we 

were all glad when we reached Wellington! On arrival we bought sun 

hats, as the bright, white southern sunshine caused all our photos to 

have squinty-eyed faces!  

We caught the overnight ferry down to Lyttelton and were woken up at 

6am with a plain biscuit and a cup of tea - yuck! We disembarked to 

find our father waiting for us on the single wooden wharf, with a light 

brown Vanguard to take us to our final destination. 

Hilary Wills 

May Outing: 

Our trip on 23rd May will be to Waiuku Museum, which promotes itself 

as: “The coolest little museum this side of the Waikato River.” 

Want to know why? Come and join us. Details in next month’s Bulletin. 

Interest Groups 

Singing group: Meets fortnightly. 
Contact Hilary Wills on 5252212 
 
Writers’ Group: Meets monthly. 

Contact Claire Doyle:  021 163 5346. 

Itching to put your thoughts on 

paper? Come and join us.  

Table Games – Meets every Thursday 

at 9.45am at Christ Church Parish 

Hall, Ladies Mile, Ellerslie. Morning 

Tea is provided and a voluntary 

donation of $4.00 is appreciated.  

Choice of Rummikub, Mah Jong, 

Scrabble, Upwords etc.  We would 

love more players! Contact:  

Val Jackson on 027 5256330 or 

Maureen Reed on 520 7403   

 

Dates for your Diary 

11th April: Probus Meeting* 

 7th May: Committee meeting^ 

16th May: Probus Meeting 

23rd May: Trip to Waiuku 

13th June: Probus meeting* 

*A week earlier than usual, to avoid a 

public holiday. 

No trip this month due to Anzac Day 

Advance notice: 

October 30th marks the 40th 

Anniversary of Probus in Auckland, 

which will be celebrated with a lunch 

at Waipuna Lodge. Details to follow. 

^Committee meetings are open to all 

members of Ellerslie Combined 

Probus Club. Come along to have 

your say. More regular members 

welcome.  

Contact: Bev Williams on 579 2936 

 


