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May 2025

Your 2025 / 2026 Committee Interest Group Leaders
For more information about an activity ask:

President Ralph Martin 022 600 5730 Quiz Group Gene & Don Irwin 027 232 0663

Vice-President Molly Smith 027 373 5835 Craft Group Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Secretary Geoff Hickman 020 4161 1973 Morning Teas 021 992 374

Treasurer Linda Smith 027 493 3660 Knitting Group Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Membership John O’Connell 021 457 204 Movies

Newsletters Graham Macferson 021 268 3431 Cards

Welfare Molly Smith 027 373 5835 Travel

Speakers Carolyn MacDonell 021 248 1670 Coffee Mornings Avis and John Jury 09 416 8823

Past President Photography Heini Duensing 09 834 8917

Outings Chris Doel 021 0275 3520 Sound & Music Keith Giles 09 836 5143

Committee John Jury 09 416 8823 Website Graham Macferson 021 268 3431

Publicity Chris Doel 021 027 53520 Archivists John and Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Meetings
May 2025 June 2025 July 2025

Mon 19th 10.00am Mon 17th 10.00am Mon 21st

SPEAKERS

Convenor:
Carolyn MacDonell
027 248 1670

James Narayan
ANZ Bank

Fraud Awareness

Patrick Gladding
Cardiologist

 Cardiac imaging,
personalised healthcare,
angiography, genomic

medicine

Mid winter lunch

Details to be announced

The Hobsonville Probian
Official Newsletter of the Hobsonville Probus Club
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President Prattles
I missed my first meeting of the new Probus year due to having booked a holiday in Australia. I booked the holiday in
2024 not knowing that I would be continuing as President for the 2025/2026 year. Feedback on Vice President Molly
Smith’s running of the April meeting has been very positive which bodes well for her to take over the Presidents role
for the 2026/2027 year.

As for my holiday, we flew to Adelaide where we spent a couple of days, with a trip to Barossa Valley, then boarded
the Ghan for a 3 day/2 night train trip to Darwin – it was a great experience. We spent some time in Darwin which
included a trip to the Kakadu’s and attending the dawn ANZAC service on 25 April which was very humbling. Then
onto the Princess Line, Crown Princess, for 9 days/8 night cruise to Perth. 2 nights in Perth and then home. There
was 23 NZers on the tour plus our tour leader. What a way to travel – no worries it is all taken care of by the tour
leader.

Those who attended the May meeting were given a very good presentation by James Narayan from the ANZ Bank on
Fraud Awareness. He iterated over and over to think carefully, especially if contacted unexpectedly, by phone or
email that the contact is indeed genuine.

Four of us are about to review the Constitution. This has been brought about by a number of factors such as the
length of time a President may serve. Times have changed since the Constitution was written by Probus South Pacific
Limited. The changes in the Constitution will reflect how the world has moved on. Once the team of 4 complete the
review it will be presented to the Probus Club of Hobsonville committee who will approve it before passing to PSPL
for their approval. Following PSPL approval it will be presented to the Probus Club of Hobsonville for adoption. One
area of consideration for a change is to become an Incorporated Society – do any of you have some thoughts on this.
If so please contact me.

Our membership currently stands at 100. Membership fees were due 31 April. There are a number still outstanding.
Everyone received an email on details for payment which included the details for internet banking.

Now and again members change their contact details. It is important that these are communicated to the club,
especially email addresses, so you do not miss out on information sent to you by the club. Please advise the
Secretary of any changes

This month coffee morning will be a little different. It will be held at Metlifecare Orion Point on 29th  May. John Jury
is organising this so please give him your support. Please remember that the coffee morning is the last Thursday in
the month.

Chris Doel is organising a trip to Tip Top. He needs to know numbers so he can organise a date as there are strict
rules on attendance. Please give Chris your support.

Next month, June, the meeting will be on 16th where the guest speaker will be Patrick Gladding, a cardiologist.

President Ralph

Pun of the month:  I stayed up all night wondering where the sun had gone… then it dawned on me!
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A big welcome to Anne Clifford, Paula Kinston, Sue Timms, and Jill Ward who have recently become members of
the Hobsonville Probus Club.  We trust that they will enjoy their time with us.
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Jeoff Hickman has contributed  this interesting article about Britain’s National Anthem
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Website and Email Address:

Remember to check our website:
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/hobsonville  (or just Google Hobsonville Probus Club) for details of or Club
activity, including new announcements that are posted from time to time.
The website administrator is Graham Macferson graham.macferson@gmail.com .

Our email is hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com .
This goes to our secretary. The email for the Probian and website editor is hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com .

Treasurer’s Report

Please note that subscriptions were due by the end of April 2025.  These are the same as for last year at $40 per
member.  Prompt payment is appreciated.

Account name: Hobsonville Probus Club
Account Number:  03-1730-0050493-000

Put your SURNAME and SUB (or other purpose) as references so you payment can be identified.

Welfare

Please advise Molly, our Welfare Coordinator, or anyone on the committee, if you know of a member who would
benefit from a message of support while incapacitated.
Ph. 027 373 5835

Contact Team:
Coordinator:  Molly Smith
Summerset: Helen West & Gayle Doel
Waterford: John & Avis Jury
Ryman: Ralph Martin & Geoff Hickman
Others: Margaret Harness, Paula Graham, & Glenda Hylton.

Coffee Club

The May Coffee Club meeting will be at the Orion Point Retirement Village on Thursday 29th  at 10:30 am.
John Jury asked for expressions of interest at the May club meeting and has had an overwhelming response  with a
total of  36  members wishing to attend, but more are welcome.  Food is available from the cabinet, or by staying for
an early lunch.  The fish and chips are reported to be especially good.

The Metlifecare Orion Point village is at 62 Tahingamanu Road, Hobsonville.

Quiz Night

The May quiz night was very successful.
The next quiz night is 9th June at 7 pm in Waterford Retirement Village lounge.
If you have not attended before you are very welcome to come along.  Note however that this is not for serious
quizzers.  Teams are randomly generated, and It is intended to be a fun evening with most of the questions being
multiple choice. If you are interested please contact Gene and Don Irwin on 027 232 0663, or email at
penoandpolyp@hotmail.com .

mailto:graham.macferson@gmail.com
mailto:graham.macferson@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com
mailto:penoandpolyp@hotmail.com
mailto:penoandpolyp@hotmail.com
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Craft Group
Avis Jury.
The craft group is operating very successfully.  If you are interested in joining this group please contact Avis on 09
416-8823 for details.

Outings
Chris Doel.

Chris is proposing a trip to the Tiptop Ice Cream factory in Carbine Road, Mount Wellington on a date to be
confirmed later.
The tour is of one hour duration.  There are a number of steps involved, so walking sticks or crutches are OK,  but
wheel chairs and walkers are not.  This is a working factory so open toed sandals and unsuitable  clothing are not

permitted for Health and Safety reasons.
There is a cost of $12.50, but a sample ice cream or treat is given at the end of the tour.
The actual date of the tour will be confirmed once Chris has a number of members attending.   He already
has 11 people interested.  Please let Chris know if you are interested in attending on 021 027 53520 or by
email at cjdoel@xtra.co.nz .

Chris is also proposing an outing to the Helensville Museum followed by coffee at the café on the historic
Helensville Railway Station.  Again please let Chris know if you are interested.

SPEAKERS CORNER

Carolyn MacDonnel - Speaker Coordinator.  Carolyn has arranged the following speakers for the next several
months.

MONTH SPEAKER

June 16
Cardiologist - Patrick Gladding Patrick is a
specialist in both general cardiology and internal
medicine, and practices at North Shore and
Waitakere Hospitals.  He trained in cardiology at
the Greenlane Cardiovascular Service and
completed a fellowship in Advanced Cardiac
Imaging at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in
2010.  In 2012 he gained a PhD in cardiovascular
medicine.  His areas of expertise are in cardiac
imaging, personalised healthcare and
angiography.  He also has a particular interest in
the latest developments in genomic medicine,
which is when information about a patient’s
genetic make-up can be used to customize their
treatment.  He founded Thernostics Laboratory, a
web-based DNA testing company.

July 21 Mid-Winter Lunch

mailto:cjdoel@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cjdoel@xtra.co.nz
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August 18 James Duncan, Motat, Stage 3 - James Duncan,
MOTAT, James grew up in Auckland during the
1960/70’s when Auckland was served by a trolley bus
system.  At age of 15 he joined the Tramway division at
MOTAT and has now been an active volunteer of the
tramway for 46 years.  He works full time at MOTAT
managing the infrastructure for the MOTAT tramway
and is a volunteer.  Be ready to be enthralled with an
amazing presentation. Part 3 of the story behind
Auckland’s much loved electric trams.

September 15
Ian Alexander, President, Tiritiri Matangi
Supporters Group
The sanctuary of Tiritiri Matangi would not be what
it is today without the dedicated team behind it -
past & present.

Ian has been member of Supporters of Tiritiri
Matangi for 25 years, regular weekly guide for 13
years, involved with various Biodiversity
projects, and presenter to many Auckland service
clubs and community organisations on Tiritiri
Matangi conservation efforts

MAY SPEAKER

James Narayan of the ANZ Business and Development Initiatives used a Power Point presentation to remind
members of the subtle ways that we may be scammed or defrauded. These included Phishing, Unusual
Discrepancies in emails, Cold Calls by Telephone, Insecure Passwords, Romance and Friendship Scams, Investments
offering high returns, Identity Fraud, Online Buying and Selling unwittingly exposing personal details. He also
reminded us always to lock a Smartphone with a Password or PIN, and not to dispose casually of old devices such as
cellphones or computers.
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He noted that there is a massive spike in frauds with New Zealanders losing about $200 million last year. Using the
internet places us 8 seconds away from fraud. He advised us to take note of Bank advice regarding internet banking
safety, and to take encouragement that the Banks are using better technology to detect counterfeit AI-generated
voice scams.

James distributed a number of copies of a “Scams and Fraud” booklet produced by ANZ Bank, but there were not
sufficient for everyone at the meeting.  Additional copies should be available from your local ANZ branch.

May Birthday Corner

Judith Armstrong Don Bennington
Maureen Briggs Peter Campbell
Margaret Davies Gwen Giles
Margaret Harness Gene Irwin
Janet Ruby Murray Young

You will see some advertisements in this Probian. These are paid entries and in keeping with our intention to
promote Hobsonville professional businesses. Please support these advertisers if you can.  Please don’t print out the
adverts at the end of the newsletter if you are concerned about the number of pages. You can select the pages you
want to print when you initiate the printing.

Hobsonville Probus Club acknowledge the generous sponsorship of Ryman
Healthcare Keith Park Retirement Village, with their support of the hall hire
for our monthly meeting.


