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Your 2025 / 2026 Committee Interest Group Leaders
For more information about an activity ask:

President Ralph Martin 022 600 5730 Quiz Group Gene & Don Irwin 027 232 0663

Vice-President Molly Smith 027 373 5835 Craft Group Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Secretary Geoff Hickman 020 4161 1973 Morning Teas Ray Cox & Avis Jury 021 992 374

Treasurer Linda Smith 027 493 3660 Knitting Group Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Membership John O’Connell 021 457 204 Movies Bob Jessopp 021 186 5196

Newsletters Graham Macferson 021 268 3431 Cards

Welfare Molly Smith 027 373 5835 Travel

Speakers Carolyn MacDonell 021 248 1670 Coffee Mornings Avis and John Jury 09 416 8823

Past President Lyn Pushong 09 214 5709 Photography Heini Duensing 09 834 8917

Outings Chris Doel 021 0275 3520 Sound & Music Keith & Gwen Giles 09 836 5143

Committee John Jury 09 416 8823 Website Graham Macferson 021 268 3431

Publicity Chris Doel 021 027 53520 Archivists John and Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Meetings
March 2025 April 2025 May 2025

Mon 17th 10.00am Mon 14th 10.00am Mon 19th 10.00am
SPEAKERS

Convenor:
Carolyn MacDonell
027 248 1670

AGM

St. Patrick’s Day
Wear something green
Prize for best dressed

Note change of date due
to Easter

Note change of venue to
Keith Park Village

Peter Dorman
Introduction to the  Coins

of Tibet

James Narayan
ANZ Bank

Fraud Awareness

The Hobsonville Probian
Official Newsletter of the Hobsonville Probus Club
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Presidents Prattles

Well. That year is over and now for another. I had not thought at the beginning of the year that I would be rolling
over for another year. The good thing though is that we will have a full time Secretary – Geoff Hickman. Thanks
Geoff for volunteering. Your Vice President, Molly Smith, has taken this position to learn the ropes before she makes
the decision to stand for President next year. So, all is good with a full complement of volunteers for the new
committee. However, we need to look further ahead for committee members in particular a President. The
committee for this new year is the same as last year with a little shift in positions. In future we will need new blood.

The new year starts with a difference. First of all, the date for the April monthly meeting will be one week earlier in
the month due to Easter. Secondly, the venue will be at the Ryman Keith Park Retirement Village. Ryman have
offered to host our future meetings and provide morning tea which the committee sees as an excellent move.
Details on how to access the venue will be provided when advice of the meeting is sent out. Thirdly, I will not be in
the country on this date so your new Vice President will be conducting the meeting.

We will need some volunteers to assist with setting out the chairs and tables prior to the meeting and some
volunteers to assist with delivery of the morning tea – there is no washing up to be done. Please contact me if you
can assist 022 600 5730.

The guest speaker for April is Peter Dormon who is a Keith Park Retirement Village resident. I have seen his large
collection of coins which must weigh heavily on the buildings foundations. I asked him if he was going to polish them
prior to the presentation. I was informed, very politely, that the coins would lose a lot of their value should they be
polished. Valuable information.

Ralph Martin

IT IS ST PATRICK’S DAY!!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR 2024-2025
My year as President of the Probus Club of Hobsonville has passed more quickly than I had expected probably due to
the support I have received which made it so much easier. I had only been with Probus for 15 months before I was
coerced into the position of President. It took a little while to find my feet and hear the historical information which
enabled me to better understand the protocols. So here I am 12 months down the track ending my term as your
President.

The year to me has been a success with the number of things that have been achieved. There was the guest speakers
(in particular James Duncan from MOTAT), the celebration of 5 years of Probus in Hobsonville and the celebration of
50 years of Probus in the South Pacific. During the celebrations it was my privilege to present Life Memberships to
John Jury, Avis Jury, Lyn Pushong and Carolyn McDonell along with Certificates of Appreciation to Heini and Anke
Duesing, Gwen and Don Irwin, Keith and Gwen Giles. All of those are Foundation members of the Club who have
given excellent service over the 5 years.

Lyn Pushong is leaving the committee after 5 years. Lyn is a Foundation member and Past President who has given a
lot to the Club. You could say she has gone into retirement. Thanks Lyn for your contribution to the Club.

The membership has dropped during the year from 109 to 103 which is of no consequence. Membership is expected
to increase due to the influx of new residents to Waterford, Orion and Keith Park Retirement Villages.

We finish the financial year in a good position. Having started the year with a balance of $3329.94 we have closed
with a balance of $5851.94.  Raffle income was $2305.00 with expenses of only $160.00 due to the generous
donations of prizes by Ryman – Keith Park Retirement Village, New World Hobsonville, Hobsonville Optometrists,
Hobsonville Unichem Pharmacy and Hobsonville Hearing. The revenue from the raffles is important to keep down
the membership fee – this equates to approximately $20-00 per member. The wonderful support from Ryman in
sponsoring the Bowling Club rental is also a major item in reducing costs – which equates to approximately $11-00
per member. We also have advertising income from 3 advertisers which equates to approximately $18-00 per
member. So, all up, the committee is doing a great job in keeping the members costs to a low level.

My thanks go to the committee for their guidance and support throughout the year – John Jury, Geoff Hickman,
Carolyn McDonell, Lyn Pushong, Linda Smith, Molly Smith, Chris Doel and Graham Macferson. Despite health
problems along the way we have all pulled through with good results. Many thanks also for those who consistently
help with the morning tea especially Avis who is always there and who purchases the necessary items.

The Quiz evening has grown in participating numbers over the last year. Gwen and Avis spend many an hour in
compiling the questions so thanks to these 2 stalwarts. The format of the way it is run is excellent which is mixing the
participants each evening to prevent clicky teams.

Ralph Martin

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2024/25 - Linda Smith
On 1 April 2024 we had a bank balance of $4987.41.

Our main income throughout the year came from subscriptions from members and a generous support for Venue
Hire from Ryman HealthCare.

Paid advertisements in the Probian from local businesses helped offset expenses from Toyota Hobsonville,
Hobsonville Audiology, Unichem Pharmacy and Hobsonville Gifts & Glasses.
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Our main expenses have been Hobsonville Bowling Club Venue Hire which has been offset by Ryman HealthCare
donation.

Donations to Guest Speakers and expenses towards running the Club mid-year and end-of-year lunches. Incidentals
such as stationery and health and safety requirements has added to our outgoings.

Our monthly income from raffles have helped with our ongoing running costs.

Our members celebrated the International Probus 50th celebrations along with our own Probus Club 5year
celebration during our October meeting.

Our account balance at the beginning of the new financial year is expected to be approximately $5,600.00. We have
had a successful year, with a membership of over 100 members during the last 12 months. Our current membership
stands at 103 members.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 2024-2025 - John O’Connell

We commenced the year with a membership of 109 and finished the year with 103. This is a reflection of the ageing
membership. Despite this we expect that the membership will slowly increase due to the increasing population into
3 of the major retirement villages in Hobsonville.

As reported in the Past Presidents report of 2024 the average age for women was 80 and for men 82. We have all
moved on 1 year since this report so I guess that with very little change in membership that the average age will now
be close to 82.

There has been good attendance at the meetings averaging between 65 to 70 which is a good number.

WELFARE REPORT 2024-2025 - Molly Smith
Since last July, when I was asked to become Co-Ordinator of our Welfare CareNet Team - my initial thoughts have
been confirmed.

The importance of acknowledging all our fellow Hobsonville Probus Members - not just when we see each other at
our Meetings, Coffee Mornings, Quiz etc but also when life - as it does - throws us a curve ball, it is encouraging to
know that others are thinking of us

As a Team we always make sure that while we offer our thoughts, we do so with respect for privacy - this is
important.

Personally, the bonus for me is to be able to get to know our members - we are all different and I believe this is the
foundation of our Probus Club.

PROBIAN REPORT 2024-2025 - Graham Macferson
The Probian newsletter is compiled and distributed to each member following each monthly club meeting.  The
newsletter is still basically in the same format as it has been since the formation of the club, but some minor changes
have been made.  These include a reduction in the number of pages devoted to jokes and cartoons, and a change in
format from double column to single column to make the newsletter easier to read on small screens such as laptop
computers.
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In order to make the newsletter interesting as well as informative the editor is reliant on getting contributions from
club members.  We urge any member who has any item that they think would be of general interest to other
members, to forward it to the editor and it will be considered for inclusion in a future newsletter.  In this respect the
editor would like to thank those who have made contributions including Geoff Hickman and Ralph Martin, and in
particular to Heini Duensing for his continuing supply of photographs from club meetings, luncheons, and outings. 
We would also like to acknowledge the support of our Probian advertisers who provide a welcome boost to the club
funds.

ACTIVITIES REPORT 2024-2025 - John Jury
QUIZ
Held on second Monday of the month at 7.00 pm at Waterford. We have a steady group of regular quizzers who
always seem to enjoy themselves – lots of laughter. Gene Irwin is the quizmaster (mistress)
penoandpolyp@hotmail.com. All are welcome.

CRAFT
Held every Tuesday morning 9.30ish - 11.30 at Waterford. This is in conjunction with Waterford Village
Management. Knitting, Crochet, Needlework, Talk, Coffee etc. Many items are made and donated to needy
charitable organizations – Littlemore, Waitakere Hospital Baby Unit, and any others who request help. You do not
have to be super good at anything – it is a place for learning from others. Very good company. Contact Avis Jury –
aaandej@gmail.com

COFFEE GROUP
Meets on the last Thursday of each month at a venue determined by President and others. Always announced at the
Club Meeting prior to this. Popular for talking, talking, talking and making new friends. All welcome. Contact John
Jury aaandej@gmail.com

OUTINGS REPORT 2024-2025 - Chris Doel
Whilst we have had a limited number of visits this year they have been well attended and enjoyed by those who
attended our trips.

This year we have been to -

1)           Soljans for a wine tasting and social gathering.

2)          The Cornwallis area museum a talk on the early settlers and viewing the many articles on display. [Huia]

3)           Crown Lynn potteries, history and events of the more recent past of the making of our own pottery.

4)          Chelsea Sugar refinery for factory tour and luncheon.

5)           The Naval Museum at Devonport.

SPEAKER REPORT 2024-2025 - Carolyn MacDonnell
During our fifth year of operating as a club we were truly fortunate to have secured a further year of a wide
array of appealing speakers.  Arranging quality speakers is both an exciting and challenging task for any
Probus Club.  The speakers must be of interest to members, be informative, thought-provoking, or entertain,
and presenters must be accomplished speakers.  The speakers throughout the year have included:

mailto:penoandpolyp@hotmail.com
mailto:penoandpolyp@hotmail.com
mailto:aaandej@gmail.com
mailto:aaandej@gmail.com
mailto:aaandej@gmail.com
mailto:aaandej@gmail.com
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· Dr Suzanne Purdy, UoA, Centre for brain research

· Charles Yoo, Unichem Hobsonville, keeping healthy

· James Duncan, MOTAT, history of trams

· Jill Lundmark, Probus Member, world travels

· Karen Willcox, MNZM, University of Texas, Aerospace Engineering

· Senior Sergeant P.C. Pederson & Denzo the Dog, NZ Police

· Dr Sue MacDonell, UoA, dietetics and nutrition for older adults

· Scott Point School, performances by children

· Buzz Thompson, House of Travel, Hobsonville, intrepid travels

In addition to providing a quality array of speakers, during the year a mid-winter lunch was organised and enjoyed by
attendees at The Brigham, along with contributing to the coordination of the luncheon for the 5th Birthday of
Probus Hobsonville & the 50th Birthday of Probus.  Both were very successful events which were very much enjoyed
by members.

Feedback from Probus members on the speakers organised continues to be very positive.   Now in our 6th year of
operation, continuing to provide a quality speaker programme with a range of excellent speakers, will continue to be
the focus.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2025-2026
There were no new nominations for committee members, and hence no election was necessary.  The new
committee membership is:

President:  Ralph Martin

Vice President:   Molly Smith

Secretary:  Geoff Hickman

Treasurer: Linda Smith

Committee:
Carolyn MacDonell
Chris Doel
Graham Macferson
John Jury
John O’Connell

Pun of the month

What did the grape say when it got crushed? Nothing, it just let out a little wine.
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Website and Email Address:

Remember to check our website:
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
hobsonville  (or just Google Hobsonville Probus Club) for details of or Club activity, including new announcements
that are posted from time to time.
The website administrator is Graham Macferson graham.macferson@gmail.com .

Our email is hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com .
This goes to our secretary. The email for the Probian and website editor is hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com

Welfare

Please advise Molly, our Welfare Coordinator, or anyone on the committee, if you know of a member who would
benefit from a message of support while incapacitated.
Ph. 027 373 5835

Contact Team:
Coordinator:  Molly Smith
Summerset: Helen West & Gayle Doel
Waterford: John & Avis Jury
Ryman: Ralph Martin & Geoff Hickman
Others: Rae Cox, Margaret Harness, Paula Graham, & Glenda Hylton.

Coffee Club

The next meeting of the Coffee Club will be on Thursday 27th March at 10:30 am.  This month it will be held at the
Summerset Monterey Retirement Village, which is in Squadron Drive, Hobsonville.  All Welcome.

Quiz Night

7th March at 7 pm in Waterford Retirement Village lounge.

Craft Group
Avis Jury.
The craft group is operating very successfully.  If you are interested in joining this group please contact Avis on 09
416-8823 for details.

SPEAKERS CORNER

Carolyn MacDonnel - Speaker Coordinator.Carolyn has arranged the following speakers for the next several months.

mailto:graham.macferson@gmail.com
mailto:graham.macferson@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com
mailto:hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com
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MONTH SPEAKER
April 14
Change of
date due to
Easter

An introduction to the Coins of Tibet - Peter
Dormon
Peter will share his knowledge through this
fascinating presentation given to the Royal
Numismatic Society of New Zealand, 2024 New
Zealand International Numismatic Conference.

May 19
ANZ Bank – James Narayan – Fraud
Awareness
How do Scams work? What should I do if I think I have
been scammed? How safe is it to pay my bills Online?
Join us for an informative session on "Protecting
yourself from Fraud and Scams".  We will cover the
following:

 Why Talk Scams?

 Common Scams and Frauds

 How You Can Protect Yourself

 Where You Can Find Help

June 16
Cardiologist - Patrick Gladding Patrick is a
specialist in both general cardiology and internal
medicine, and practices at North Shore and
Waitakere Hospitals.  He trained in cardiology at
the Greenlane Cardiovascular Service and
completed a fellowship in Advanced Cardiac
Imaging at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in
2010.  In 2012 he gained a PhD in cardiovascular
medicine.  His areas of expertise are in cardiac
imaging, personalised healthcare and
angiography.  He also has a particular interest in
the latest developments in genomic medicine,
which is when information about a patient’s
genetic make-up can be used to customize their
treatment.  He founded Thernostics Laboratory, a
web-based DNA testing company.

July 21 Mid-Winter Lunch
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August 18 James Duncan, Motat, Stage 3 - James Duncan,
MOTAT, James grew up in Auckland during the
1960/70’s when Auckland was served by a trolley bus
system.  At age of 15 he joined the Tramway division at
MOTAT and has now been an active volunteer of the
tramway for 46 years.  He works full time at MOTAT
managing the infrastructure for the MOTAT tramway
and is a volunteer.  Be ready to be enthralled with an
amazing presentation. Part 3 of the story behind
Auckland’s much loved electric trams.

September 15
Ian Alexander, President, Tiritiri Matangi
Supporters Group
The sanctuary of Tiritiri Matangi would not be what
it is today without the dedicated team behind it -
past & present.

Ian has been member of Supporters of Tiritiri
Matangi for 25 years, regular weekly guide for 13
years, involved with various Biodiversity
projects, and presenter to many Auckland service
clubs and community organisations on Tiritiri
Matangi conservation efforts. His career has been
at senior management level in Local Government
and Public Companies, holding many roles from
Company Secretary to CEO. Experienced in
management, governance, finance, marketing,
HR, property and relationships. Ian has a doctorate
in Business Management, am a Winston Churchill
Fellow, and a member of the Institute of Directors.
Outside of my career, my involvement has been in
community organisations, including periods in
excess of 35 years in both Scouting NZ and NZ
School Trustees Association. Ian has held office
bearer positions in these and many other groups at
local, regional and national level including as
treasurer, auditor and president. Ian is willing to
provide the governance leadership this role
requires and to contribute to the continuing
successful conservation efforts on Tiritiri Matangi
Island.
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March Birthday Corner

Kelvin Hawke
Jenny Kapa
Georgina Knapp
Betty Sheales
Linda Smith

You will see some advertisements at the end of this Probian. These are paid entries and in keeping with our intention
to promote Hobsonville professional businesses. Please don’t print out the adverts at the end of the newsletter if
you are concerned about the number of pages. You can select the pages you want to print when you initiate the
printing.

Hobsonville Probus Club acknowledge the generous sponsorship of Ryman
Healthcare Keith Park Retirement Village, with their support of the hall hire
for our monthly meeting.


