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Your 2024 / 2025 Committee Interest Group Leaders
For more information about an activity ask:

President Ralph Martin 022 600 5730 Quiz Group Gene & Don Irwin 027 232 0663

Vice-President Geoff Hickman 020 4161 1973 Craft Group Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Secretary Morning Teas Ray Cox & Avis Jury 021 992 374

Treasurer Linda Smith 027 493 3660 Knitting Group Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Membership John O’Connell 021 457 204 Movies Bob Jessopp 021 186 5196

Newsletters Graham Macferson 021 268 3431 Mahjong Rae Cox 021 992 374

Welfare Molly Smith 027 373 5835 Travel

Speakers Carolyn MacDonell 021 248 1670 Coffee Mornings Avis and John Jury 09 416 8823

Past President Lyn Pushong 09 214 5709 Photography Heini Duensing 09 834 8917

Outings Chris Doel 021 0275 3520 Sound & Music Keith & Gwen Giles 09 836 5143

Committee John Jury 09 416 8823 Website Graham Macferson 021 268 3431

Publicity Chris Doel 021 027 53520 Archivists John and Avis Jury 09 416 8823

Meetings
January 2025 February 2025 March 2025

Mon 20th 10.00am Mon 17th 10.00am Mon 17th 10.00am
SPEAKERS

Convenor:
Carolyn MacDonell
027 248 1670

Bob Jessopp

Events in Early Auckland
Movie

Mike (Buzz) Thompson

House of Travel
Hobsonville
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President Prattles

What a great turn out for the year -  50 members
present and 6 visitors. The Constitution states that a
meeting will not be held in January. However, by
popular demand, our Hobsonville Club has held
meetings in January. Despite a number of apologies
due to ill health and being on holiday it was a very
good turn out indeed.

The Clubs current membership is 103. With the
increase in numbers moving into the 4 retirement
villages in Hobsonville we would expect this number
to increase.

And talking about Constitutions, PSPL (Probus South
Pacific Limited) has now sent to us the proposed new
Constitutions for Probus Clubs. I propose to set up a
small committee to deal with these proposed
changes. Once this committee reports back to the
main committee for approval then a special general
meeting will be held to consider and adopt the new
constitution. You will be advised along the way of
progress. Obviously one change is that of holding a
meeting in January.

Thanks to Murray Young for his presentation of ‘this is
me’ at the meeting. Murray has indeed had a vast
experience in the Fire Brigade and other types of
employment.

Thanks also go to our guest speaker and member, Bob
Jessopp, who showed 4 short videos on quite diverse
subjects. One video, on Bob’s travel in Africa into the
wildness was filmed and edited by Bob. He tells me
that it was a wonderful experience

The elections for the 2025/2026 year are fast
approaching. You will soon be sent papers for
nominations for all positions on the Committee and
for Notices of Motion for consideration at the Annual
General Meeting which is the held at our normal
monthly meeting on March 17th.

Looking to the future Chris Doel our ‘Outings’
committee member has a number of proposals which
you will hear more of in detail at the February
meeting.

Our Guest Speaker facilitator Carolyn has a number of
good prospects for the forthcoming year. Should you
have someone in mind who would be an interesting
speaker please let Carolyn know.

President Ralph

Pun of the month

Why don’t skeletons fight each other?
They don’t have the guts

NEXT MEETING

Monday 17th February 2025

Venue:  Hobsonville Bowling Club

Time: 10.00am

Speaker: Mike (Buzz) Thompson from House of
Travel Hobsonville.

Website and Email Address:

Remember to check our website:
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
hobsonville  (or just Google Hobsonville Probus Club)
for details of or Club activity, including new
announcements that are posted from time to time.
The website administrator is Graham Macferson
graham.macferson@gmail.com .

Our email is hobsonvilleprobusclub1@gmail.com .
This goes to our secretary. The email for the Probian
and website editor is
hobsonvilleprobusclub3@gmail.com .
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Treasurer’s Report

Account name: Hobsonville Probus Club
Account Number:  03-1730-0050493-000

Put your SURNAME and SUB (or other purpose) as
references so you payment can be identified.

Welfare

Please advise Molly, our Welfare Coordinator, or
anyone on the committee, if you know of a member
who would benefit from a message of support while
incapacitated.
Ph. 027 373 5835

Contact Team:
Coordinator:  Molly Smith
Summerset: Helen West & Gayle Doel
Waterford: John & Avis Jury
Ryman: Ralph Martin & Geoff Hickman
Others: Rae Cox, Margaret Harness, Paula Graham, &
Glenda Hylton.

Coffee Club

Thursday 30th January at 10:30 am in Waterford
Retirement Village lounge.

Quiz Night

10th February at 7 pm in Waterford Retirement Village
lounge.

Craft Group
Avis Jury.
The craft group is operating very successfully.  If you
are interested in joining this group please contact Avis
on 09 416-8823 for details.

OUTINGS
Chris Doel

There are currently no planned outings, but Chris has
suggested a number of possibilities to consider for
2025, and these will be discussed at the February
meeting.
1. Glenbrook vintage train.

Fares $27 for adults, on weekends and public
holidays.  Dates available 2nd Feb, 9th Feb, 16
March, and 30th March.

2. Warkworth Museum.
Admission $7.  Parry Kauri Museum.  Hours daily
from 10 am till 3 pm except holidays

3. Packard Motor Museum.
Maungatapere dairy factory.  Adults $20,  Gold
Card discount 10% on Wednesdays.  Duration 1 to
2 hours, Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 4 pm.

4. Kelly Tarltons Aquarium.
Admission $21 everyday.

5. Auckland City Zoo.
$40.  About 4 hours duration.

6. Motat and and Motat Air Museums with tram
rides between.
Daily with a nominal charge to either facility.

Please let Chris know if you have any further outing
suggestions.
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SPEAKERS CORNER

Carolyn MacDonnel - Speaker Coordinator.

Carolyn has arranged the following speakers for 2025.
Vacant slots will be filled as speakers become
available.
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January Birthday Corner

Pat Burrows Sue Fitch
Judy Norrie Lexie Turner
Bernard Tye Vicky Young

You will see some advertisements at the end of this
Probian. These are paid entries and in keeping with
our intention to promote Hobsonville professional
businesses. Please don’t print out the adverts at the
end of the newsletter if you are concerned about the
number of pages. You can select the pages you want
to print when you initiate the printing.

Hobsonville Probus Club
acknowledge the generous
sponsorship of Ryman Healthcare
Keith Park Retirement Village, with
their support of the hall hire for our
monthly meeting.


