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Presidents Report 

 

Christmas is now just a happy memory as we begin another 
year.  
 

I hope you are all well and ready for sharing more fun and 
friendship.   As a hopeful start to the year, we will be 
inducting three new members at the January meeting.  Jean 
Bennett, Sue Sharp and Paul Bilinski. 
 

 A great way to kick off our social calendar is the casual 
picnic on Friday 19th January in the park beside the RSL.  
Bring your own everything and join us in the shelter in the 
park. If you have an outdoor game we could play please 
bring it along too.  
 

Looking forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 17th 
   
Cheers,   Dot        

Dot Jackson – President 

 
With thanks 

                       Newsletter kindly printed by 
 

This Publication is solely for the information of members of the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club and adjoining 
Probus Clubs within the district and not for any other purpose 

 

January’s Birthdays 
Keith Wise                     Lola Williams  

Kaye Wicking                  Lynn Ritson 

Dot Jackson                  Lucy Anderson 

Doug Bartlett               Donna Brisbane 

Clyde Cramp                  Loretta Sayer 

Ilse Powell 

   ******************************************   
The Birth Flowers for January 

are: 
Carnation and Snowdrop 

Carnations – Represent Devotion, Loyalty 

and Love  

Snowdrops – Symbolise New beginnings, 

Hope, Rebirth and the ability to overcome 

challenges 

****************************************** 

The Birth Stone for January      
is: 

Garnet 

 

Welfare Report 
 

Doug Bartlett reports early improvement in lessening 
back pain after his laminectomy operation.  Physical 
therapy will follow and Doug is hopeful of much 
improved mobility. 
 

Gail Arnell is moving on to more solid food after her 
hiatus hernia operation.  She now can eat food that 
needs a knife and fork. 
 

Keith Wise is improving with therapy after his knee 
operations. 
 

All other members are slowly disregarding New Year 
Resolutions. 
 

Margaret McCully 

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE 



 
 

 

Dine Outs 

Dine Outs – January/February 2024 
 

I hope that you all had a great Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Come and Join us:   For the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus President’s Picnic 
 

Petrie Park Barbeque Pavilion Montmorency – adjacent to the RSL 
 

Friday 19th January 2024 at 12.00 p.m. 
 

Yes, it is a picnic, so please bring everything – food, drinks, 
chairs, sun hat, sunglasses, UV cream, outdoor games and 
anything else that you think you may need. 
 

If the weather turns too hot or wet, the group can adjourn 
into the RSL. 
 

No list, to put your name on for this event, just come on the 
day and have a great time. 
 

 

Come and Join us:   For Dinner at the Templestowe Hotel 
 
Thursday 29th February at 6.30 p.m.  
  

What better way to celebrate a ‘Leap Year’ than dinner with 
friends at a great local Pub that has a good atmosphere and 
tasty food. 
 

23 Parker Street Lower Templestowe. 
Food and drinks ordered and paid for at the bar on the night. 
 

Please add your name to the list if you wish to join us. 

 
 
 

What’s On 
 

January 2024 
Tuesday 2nd Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am 
Monday 8th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm   
Wednesday 10th Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am 
Thursday 11th Walking Group, 7.00pm 
Wednesday 17th General Meeting, RSL, 10.00am  

Friday 19th Presidents Picnic, Petrie Park Pavilion, 12.00pm 
Monday 22nd Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm  
Wednesday 24th Grease, Her Majesty’s Theatre, 1.00pm 
Tuesday 30th Book Group 2, RSL, 1.30-3.30pm 

February 2024 
Tuesday 6th Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am 
Thursday 8th Walking Group, 9.30am 
Monday 12th Morning Melodies, Hamer Hall, 11am 
Monday 12th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm 
Wednesday 14th Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am   

Wednesday 21st General Meeting, RSL, 10am 
Monday 26th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm 
Tuesday 27th Book Group 2, RSL, 1.30 – 3.30pm 
Thursday 29th Dinner, Templestowe Hotel, 6.30pm                                                 

March 2024 

Tuesday 5th Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am 
Monday 11th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm 
Wednesday 13h Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am   
Thursday 14th Walking Group, 9.30am 

Wednesday 20th General Meeting/AGM, RSL, 10am 
Monday 25th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm 
Tuesday 26th Book Group 2, RSL, 1.30-3.30pm 



 

 

Live Theatre 
 
 

GREASE THE MUSICAL – Wednesday 24th January 2024 @ 1 p.m. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT I HAVE NOT BOOKED A SPECIFIC PLACE FOR LUNCH as I couldn’t find 
anywhere close that would be appropriate.  There is a Food Court off the side street (Little Bourke Street) 
next to Her Majesty’s which is predominantly Asian cuisine but does have a separate Coffee place, which I 
thought we might give a try.  If you would like to meet up there please let me know.  The Spaghetti Tree was 
getting expensive and mainly main meals. 
 

Train times are as follows:  Eltham 10.21; Monty 10.25; Watsonia 10.32 – this gets into Parliament at 11.17 
which gives plenty of time to walk to the Food Court – Alternatively: Eltham 10.41; Mont 10.45; Watsonia 
10.52 arriving at Parliament at 11.37. 
 

Mernda 10.24; South Morang 10.32; Epping 10.36 – Alternatively: Mernda 10.44; South Morang 10.52; 
Epping 10.56 – NOTE YOU MAY HAVE TO CHANGE TRAINS TO GO THROUGH TO PARLIAMENT. 
OR IF YOU WANT TO JUST FIND AN EATING PLACE YOURSELVES. 

 

MORNING MELODIES – Monday 12th February - 11.00 a.m. 
 

Tickets will be distributed when available.  Time Out has been booked for lunch at 12.15 – please let me 
know if you will be dining with us. 
 

WICKED – Wednesday 17th March  
 

This show has been cancelled as we did not get the required numbers 
 

CHICAGO - Wednesday 8th May 2024 @ 1 p.m. $70 pp 
 

Starring Anthony Warlow as Billy Flynn, Zoë Ventoura as Velma Kelly, Lucy Maunder as Roxie Hart, Peter 
Rowsthorn as Amos Hart and Asabi Goodman as Matron ‘Mama’ Morton. – Names and payment will be 
taken TODAY – Final payment due in February. 
 

THE ODD COUPLE – Wednesday 5th June @ 1 p.m. $70 pp 
 

This show is only on for a very short time starring Shane Jacobson and Todd McKenney. Is a take on the 
old TV show the Odd Couple.  Names and payment will be taken TODAY – Final payment due in February. 

 

See Kaye Wicking.    

If paying online, could you please let me know when this is done 
 

BSB to Show name: Westpac Bank.                BSB: 033053.                              Account No: 579475 
 

BSB is the preferred way of payment but all forms of paying are accepted just email me a copy of your 
receipt No. Or an envelope at the General Meeting with your details. 
 

P.S. Ensure you put your name and details of what payment is for in the Description box when paying via 
BSB.. 
 

 

 
 

Book Group 2 
We now have enough interest for our book group to commence. We now have enough interest for our 
book group to commence.  
 

We will be meeting on the last Tuesday of each month 1.30pm - 3.30pm. at Montmorency RSL. 
 

Our first meeting will be on Tuesday 30th January 1.30pm as a "get to know one another" and to discuss 
how we will operate etc. 
 

We still have space for more members so please consider whether this might be a group you might like to 
join. 
 

Enquiries:               Wilma 041756853      or      Gillian 0421153077                                                
 

NB:   Note correction to Gillians Phone Number which was incorrect in last Newsletter.      
 
                                                                                                                                                             

 



 
 

Returning Officer 
 

An important notice from Kaye Wicking – MPP Probus Club Returning Officer 
regarding next year’s Committee positions. 

 

Please, take the time to read it.  
 

Well it’s that time when we have to start looking at next year’s committee.  We have really struggled for the past 
few years, only getting a committee just prior to the start of the AGM; hopefully we can avoid that, so please start 
to think about what you can do for the Club.   
 

Unfortunately we have had to rely on members that have been involved in the Club for many years and have 
taken on numerous positions, it is now time for newer members to step up and take on a role if you want the Club 
to survive.  
 

At the last AGM I was ready to announce that the Club would fold as we couldn’t get a President or Vice President, 
when Dot and David stepped in at the last minute and took on these positions, really don’t want it to get to that 
stage again.  All positions will be announced as vacant so PLEASE think about any position you could do, there 
is always numerous people to help and assist in any way, and it doesn’t have to be one person doing the job it 
can be two or more.   
 

I will have forms with me at the January meeting or if you just want to talk about a position. 
 

Kaye Wicking - Returning Officer 

Cards & Games 
 

For anyone wishing to join the group, Please see 
either: Doris or Mona on the numbers below. 
 

The group meets every 2nd and 4th Monday at the 
Montmorency RSL from 4 – 6pm. 
 

Drinks available at the bar. 
 

Bring your favourite game, an open mind and be 
prepared to introduce your game and join in the 
fun. 
 

Contact: Doris 0488315751 Or Mona 0439434199  

                                 
Come along for a fun time… 

Guest Speakers 
 

January 
 
Our Guest Speaker for the General Meeting on 
the 17th of January will be Heather Burge who will 
be sharing the story of her adventurous cycling 
trip along the exotic Silk Road in China to 
Kyrgyzstan !! 
 

 

Morning Coffee 
 

1st Tuesday of the Month - 10.00am 
at 

Rozzis Café 
 

Shop 1K8, Ground Floor, Greensborough Plaza 
 

                                



 
Book Exchange  

 

If you receive some books for Christmas and they are not your style, then The Book Exchange is  
just what you need.  Please bring them along or any other books that you have finished reading  
to our next meeting and exchange them for another book or two or even more.  Thrillers, mysteries, romantic or 
historical novels, biographies and any other interesting topics are most welcome.  Don’t forget to  
come up to the table at the next meeting and see if there is a treasure waiting there to be snapped 
up. 
       Sue and Jean 
 

Quote of the Month 

Approach the new year with resolve to find the opportunities hidden in each new day 

Jokes of the Month 

Maxine’s approach to New Years resolutions 

      

Seniors enjoying New Years Eve 
                          Was this you                                                           or maybe this was 

          
 

                



 

Footy Tipping 
 

Its that time of the year again, or almost.  The first round of the AFL 2024 season kicks off at 7.30 pm on the 7th 
March (Sydney v Melbourne), which is before our March meeting so, I will be collecting money and names from 
our January meeting.   
 

If you want to be in the Probus Footy Tipping Competition you will be able to pay in person at the January, or 
February, meetings, or by direct payment marking your deposit with your name and Footy Tipping, and 
emailing, or handing me a copy of your receipt. Once again, our entry fee will be $10, and the prizes will be the 
same as last year: 

 Winner             50% of prize pool 
 Second 25% of prize pool 
 Third  15% of prize pool 
 Last  10% of prize pool 

 

Congratulations to Oscar for his great tipping last year. I know there are members out there who know a lot 
more about Footy than I do, so please come, and join our fun.   
 

I have set up the tipping site, so it is ready for you to register.  The tipping site is ESPN Footy Tipping and can 
be found by ‘googling’ ‘ESPN AFL Footy Tipping’ and click on AFL Tipping.  Good Luck.  And the Competition 
you want to join is Monty PP Probus. 
 

The rules will be: 
 If you fail to put your tips in you will score nothing (for that game) but remember you can put your tips in 

after the first or second or later game in a round providing “the game” has not started, and still receive 
points if you tip the winning team(s). 

 Tips can be put in weeks in advance if you are travelling or away from internet coverage. 
 If you are in a position where you cannot access the tipping site, I can put your tips in for you, providing 

you have selected this option.  See me for more details.  Providing I have received your tips by the start 
of play I can adjust your tips for the Probus Competition, but you will not get the points in the ‘site’ 
competition. 

 Remember to put in an estimated margin for the first game of the round (or the game selected by the 
site) as this allows the ranking of tippers who are on the same points. 

 

I will have my iPad at Probus until the footy starts, to help people set up on the ESPN Tipping site. 
 

Julie Fechner  GO PIES 
 

 
julie@dingo.id.au 
mobile 0419 55 2226 (after 10.30 am please) 
 

                     Walking Group 

                          jANUARY’s WALK REPORT 

      



  
 

Twilight walk 7pm - Lower Eltham Park to Eltham and 
return.  

We had 10 walkers keen to dislodge a few more grams still 
hanging around from the festive season. 

The weather was mild and balmy for our walk up through 
Alister Knox Park into Eltham, where we all made a beeline for 
the Augustus Gelatery to purchase a refreshing cool ice cream 
which we consumed as we sat and chatted in the Eltham Town 
Square.  

Ice creams finished and conversation running low we headed 
back down Main Road and onto Wingrove Park Trail and back 
to our cars.  

A fun night was had by all. Many thanks to those who attended. 

Cheers and best wishes from Peter and Clyde 
 
          FEBRUARY’S WALK 
 
Walk:   Blackburn Lake - Bus to and from 
Blackburn Lake   

Date of Walk:   Thursday, 8th of February, 2024 

Start Time:   Bus departs at 9.36 am - Ensure you arrive 
allowing sufficient time to walk from the car park to the bus 
stop, 200 mtrs. Don’t forget your MYKI Card.   

Distance:   Approx 4.9 kms 

Terrain:   Predominately Flat 

Meeting Place   Lower Eltham Park, Car Park, Opposite the 
Diamond Valley Miniature Railway Station (Melways 21 H10) 

Walk Description:   We will Commence by catching the 902 
Bus on Main Road (departs 9.36 am) and travelling to 
Nunawading Station.  After a short walk we will stop for coffee 
and some conversation sharing at Miss Lucy Café near 
Blackburn Lake. 

We will then take a stroll around the lake taking in the sights, 
sounds and fragrances of the flora and fauna, twitchers make 
sure you bring your camera. 

We then stroll down to Blackburn for a lunch break at The Food 
Republic Café, more chatting is recommended. After our calorie 
intake is satisfied we will walk to Blackburn Station and catch 
the 901 bus (Departs every 15 mins, duration 31 mins)  
returning to Main Road Eltham exiting near Bolton Street.    

Contacts:   Please put your Name and Mobile Number on the 
Register at the General Meeting or contact Clyde Cramp on 
0416263694 or Peter Brown on 0425839065 to have your 
details added to the register prior to the walk. 

Cheers from your walk hosts Peter and Clyde.   

 

 
President:  Dot Jackson   
Mob:  0409311525 
Email:  dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President:  David Jackson 
Mob:  0490 104 411 
Email:  ploddr@hotmail.com  
 

Secretary:  Margaret Cunningham 
Mob:  0438 382 317 
Email:  margaretcunningham2@bigpond.com 
 

Treasurer:  Sandra Townend 
Mob:  0419108299 
Email:  jcsktowns@gmail.com 
 

Asst Treasurer:  Peter Brown 
Mob:  0425839065 
Email:  lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter:  Clyde Cramp 
Mob:  0416263694 
Email:  crampy07@optusnet.com.au 
  

Theatre:  Kaye Wicking 
Mob:  0412966689 
Email:  lwicking@optusnet.com.au 
 

Dine Outs:  Margaret Campbell 
Mob:  0411 156 547 
Email:  margycampbell@optusnet.com.au 
 

Walking Group:  Clyde Cramp 
Mob:  0416 263 694 
Email:  crampy07@optusnet.com.au 
Peter Brown 
Mob:  0425 839 065 
Email:  lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Speakers:  Dot Jackson 
Mob :  0409 311 525 
Email:  dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Caravan & Cabin trip: David Lowder  
Mob:  0438 363 004 
Email:  david_lowder@optusnet.com.au 
 

Welfare:  Marg McCully 
Mob:  0467 686 599 
Email:  john.mccully7@bigpond.com  
 
 

COMMITTEE 
 
 


