Book E,

If you receive some books for Christmas and they are not your style, then The Book Exchange is

just what you need. Please bring them along or any other books that you have finished reading g o
to our next meeting and exchange them for another book or two or even more. Thrillers, mysteries \ p
historical novels, biographies and any other interesting topics are most welcome. Don'’t forget to -Jl-‘

come up to the table at the next meeting and see if there is a treasure waiting there to be snapped
up.
Sue and Jean

Quote of the Monthv

“Peace on earth will come to stay when we live Christmas every day”
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Book Review

By
Sue Bulv
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The Spy’s Wife - By Fiona McIntosh
This well researched novel is set during the lead-up of Britian’s involvement of World War |II.

With rumours coming out of Germany that Hitler may be stirring up war again, local English authorities have
warned against spies. Even Evie becomes suspicious of her new suitor, Roger. But all is not what it seems.

When Roger is arrested, Evie comes up with an audacious plan to prove his innocence that means moving to
Germany and working as a British counter-spy. Wearing the disguise of dutiful, naive wife, Evie must charm the
Nazi Party’s dangerous officials to bring home hard evidence of war mongering on the Fuhrer’s part.

But in this game of cat and mouse, it seems everyone has an ulterior motive, and Evie finds it impossible to
know who to trust. With lives on the line, ultimate sacrifices will be made as she wrestles between her patriotism
and saving the man she loves.

From the windswept moors of the Yorkshire dales to the noisy beer halls of Munich and grand country estates in
the picture-book Bavarian mountains, this is a lively and high-stakes thriller that will keep you second-guessing
until the very end.



December 2023 !
| Tuesday 5% Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am | Thursday 14® MPP Probus Christmas Party, RSL Bistro, 12pm |
Monday 11® Moming Melodies, Hamer Hall, 11am | Thursday 14™ No Walk, due to MPP Probus XMAS Party !
i Monday 11™ Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm ! Wednesday 20™ No General Meeting i
i Wednesday 13" Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am | Monday 25® No Cards & Games, due to XMAS Day :

January 2024
Tuesday 2™ Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am ! Wednesday 17% General Meeting, RSL, 10.00am :
! Monday 8™ Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm \ Friday 19™ Presidents Picnic, Petrie Park Pavilion, 12.00pm :
Wednesday 10% Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am | Monday 22" Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm
Thursday 11" Walking Group, 7.00pm | Wednesday 24" Grease, Her Majesty’s Theatre, 1.00pm |

dewwy 2024
i Tuesday 6™ Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am | Wednesday 14® Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am 5
! Thursday 8™ Walking Group, 9.30am ! i Wednesday 21% General Meeting, RSL, 10am :
Monday 12® Morning Melodies, Hamer Hall, 11am | ! Monday 26% Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm i
i Monday 12% Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm i Thursday 29% Dinner, Templestowe Hotel, 6.30pm :

Cowrdy & Gaumes Guest Speakery

For anyone wishing to join the group, Please see December
either: Doris or Mona on the numbers below.

December is of course the Christmas Lunch, so

nd th
The group meets every 2" and 4" Monday at the no Guest Speaker.

Montmorency RSL from 4 — 6pm.

Drinks available at the bar. Janunary
Bring your favourite game, an open mind and be Our Guest Speaker will be Heather Burge who
prepared to introduce your game and join in the will be sharing the story of her adventurous
fun. cycling trip along the exotic Silk Road in China to
I
Contact: Doris 0488315751 Or Mona 0439434199 Kyrgyzstan !
==
5%’;1/
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Come along for a fun time...

—

Book Group 2
Commencing February 2024

We are in the process of starting up another book group within the Club. Books are provided by the local
libraries free of charge.

We will be meeting on the last Tuesday of every month 1.30 - 3.30pm at the Montmorency RSL.

If you enjoy reading this is for you, plus, it's a great way to make new friendships. If you have any
questions or would like to join this group. Please contact Wilma or Gillian on the following numbers.

Wilma on 0417556853 Gillian on 0412153077




Live Theatre Report — November 2023
MISS SAIGON - Wednesday 22" November at 1 p.m.
This was a great show and enjoyed by all, was a bit teary for some with the unexpected ending.
Live Theatre — January 2024
GREASE THE MUSICAL — Wednesday 24" January 2024 @ 1 p.m.

Train times will be advised in January. Also, I'm looking for a new lunch place, will advise as soon as |
know; The Spaghetti Tree is getting a bit expensive.

MORNING MELODIES — Monday 12" February - 11.00 a.m.
Note tickets are now $25 pp

Well renowned singer/actress Lucy Durack will be performing at this show. NOTE: As there is no meeting
in December and with monies having to be paid by the 10™" January — Please let me know as soon as
possible if you are interested in attending this show,. Sorry about the late notification but | couldn’t book this
until recently. Train times will be advised in January.

WICKED — Wednesday 17" March
This show has been cancelled as we did not get the required numbers.
CHICAGO - Wednesday 8™ May 2024 @ 1 p.m. $70 pp

Starring Anthony Warlow as Billy Flynn, Zoé Ventoura as Velma Kelly, Lucy Maunder as Roxie Hart, Peter
Rowsthorn as Amos Hart and Asabi Goodman as Matron ‘Mama’ Morton. — Payment due in February.

THE ODD COUPLE - Wednesday 5" June @ 1 p.m. $70 pp

This show is only on for a very short time starring Shane Jacobson and Todd McKenney. It is a take on the
old TV show the Odd Couple. Payment or interest will be taken in February and March. More details later.

See Kaye Wicking.

BSB to Show name: Westpac Bank. BSB: 033053. Account No: 579475

BSB is the preferred way of payment but all forms of paying are accepted just email me a copy of your
receipt No. Or an envelope at the General Meeting with your details.

P.S. Ensure you put your name and details of what payment is for in the Description box when paying via
BSB..

Returning Officer

An important notice from Kaye Wicking our Returning Officer regarding next year’'s Committee positions.

Please, take the time to read it.

Well it's that time when we have to start looking at next year’'s committee. We have really struggled for the past
few years, only getting a committee just prior to the start of the AGM; hopefully we can avoid that, so please start
to think about what you can do for the Club.

Unfortunately we have had to rely on members that have been involved in the Club for many years and have
taken on numerous positions, it is now time for newer members to step up and take on a role if you want the Club
to survive.

Atthe last AGM | was ready to announce that the Club would fold as we couldn’t get a President or Vice President,
when Dot and David stepped in at the last minute and took on these positions, really don’t want it to get to that
stage again. All positions will be announced as vacant so PLEASE think about any position you could do, there
is always numerous people to help and assist in any way, and it doesn’t have to be one person doing the job it
can be two or more.

| will have forms with me at the January meeting or if you just want to talk about a position.
Kaye Wicking
Returning Officer



Cavrovownv and Cabin Trip - Bendigo-BasvReport 2023

Well another fantastic week away with the Caravan and Cabin group is over.

Forty Eight travellers spent the week at Tasman Holiday Park in Bendigo and enjoyed reasonably good weather
compared to the weather that Melbourne endured during the same period

The week started on Monday evening with a rousing welcome dinner and social dancing and merriment until
late.

Then dress up day on Tuesday at the local races. What a great lot of outfits with stunning hats and gowns (and
the women looked good as well) for fashions on the field judged by the Jockey Club Ladies who looked after us
in style. 8 races on the day did their best to drain our pockets of dollars with a few winners here and there
amongst the members

Wednesday saw our Trivia night come round with fierce competition from the five colourful teams all trying to
correctly answer the quiz master John Mc Cully’s tough trivia questions. Congratulations to the Purple Team
who won on a tie break question after a long battle with the Yellow Team. What a great example of Fun
Friendship and Fellowship our core Probus qualities

Thursday our rest Day finished with a night at the Botanical hotel organised by Dorothy and this also was a very
enjoyable outing

The farewell breakfast turned out to be a bit of a saga with the caterer losing his car keys to the catering van
courtesy of his baby girl twins. A quick rescue mission by using his food truck saved the day but disappointed
on the scale of the breakfast offering.

| have only the greatest of admiration for all that attended because the success of the week was made possible
by all of you contributing by and mixing in together to demonstrate what a great club we have.

Well Done and have a very merry and safe family Christmas

David Lowder and Janice Gracie




Walking Group

DECEMBER WALK REPORT

There was no walk on the second Thursday,
December 14, due to the fact most of us were at the MPP
Probus Club Christmas Party having a great time.

Peter and | would like to thank all the members that joined us
on our walks this year. We had lots of fun, chats, gossip,
coffee and food along the way. Most walks enjoyed good
weather and occasionally endured mother nature having a little
fun with us.

We look forward to seeing you back walking with us next year
starting with the Twilight Walk in January.

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
with lots of Fun, Friendship and Fellowship.

Cheers and best wishes from Peter and Clyde
JANUARY’S WALK

Walk: Lower Eltham Park to Eltham and Return
Date of Walk: Thursday 11™ of January, 2024
Start Time: 7.00pm (1900hrs) — Twilight Walk
Distance: Approx 6.10kms

Terrain: Predominately Flat

Meeting Place: Lower Eltham Park, Car Park, Opposite The
Diamond Valley Miniature Railway Station (Melways 21 H10)

Walk Description: Commencing at Lower Eltham Park Car
Park we will walk towards Eltham joining the Diamond Creek
Trail adjacent to Main Road, we then pass under Main Road
and into Barak Bushlands Reserve. We continue along the trail
passing through picturesque parkland until we pass under
Bridge Street and continue along the path to the Eltham
Library. We continue up Library Place to the War Memorial Hall
and turn left onto Main Road, after a short stroll we cross over
Main Road at the Pedestrian Crossing near the Eltham Post
Office and up to the Eltham Town Square. Several coffee shops
will be open to satisfy your coffee addiction and Augustus
Gelatery will provide the means to cool down and satisfy your
sweet tooth as we sit and chat in the Town Square. Cooled
down, coffee addiction satisfied and all out of chat we stroll
back to our start point at Lower Eltham Park.

Contacts: Please contact Clyde Cramp on 0416263694 or
Peter Brown on 0425839065 to have your details added to the
register prior to the walk.

Cheers from your walk hosts Peter and Clyde.

COMMITTEE

President: Dot Jackson
Mob: 0409311525
Email: dottyjackson@hotmail.com

Vice President: David Jackson
Mob: 0490 104 411
Email: ploddr@hotmail.com

Secretary: Margaret Cunningham
Mob: 0438 382 317
Email: margaretcunningham2@bigpond.com

Treasurer: Sandra Townend
Mob: 0419108299
Email: jesktowns@gmail.com

Asst Treasurer: Peter Brown
Mob: 0425839065
Email: lyndapeter8@gmail.com

Newsletter: Clyde Cramp
Mob: 0416263694
Email: crampy07@optusnet.com.au

Theatre: Kaye Wicking
Mob: 0412966689
Email: Iwicking@optusnet.com.au

Dine Outs: Margaret Campbell
Mob: 0411 156 547
Email: margycampbell@optusnet.com.au

Walking Group: Clyde Cramp

Mob: 0416 263 694

Email: crampy07@optusnet.com.au
Peter Brown

Mob: 0425 839 065

Email: lyndapeter8@gmail.com

Speakers: Dot Jackson
Mob : 0409 311 525
Email: dottyjackson@hotmail.com

Caravan & Cabin trip: David Lowder
Mob: 0438 363 004
Email: david_lowder@optusnet.com.au

Welfare: Marg McCully
Mob: 0467 686 599
Email: john.mccully7 @bigpond.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

LET’S HAVE MORE FUN, FRIENDSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP IN 2024



