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            Presidents Report   
 

It was really good to have so many folk join in our ‘open 
mike’ Guest Speaker spot at the last meeting. 
 

Of course Connie Carter stole the show for me with her 
happy stories. 
 

Well, time is fast slipping by and we all need to have a think 
about how we can keep our Club running. 
 

We will need a President, a Vice President a Speaker Co-
ordinator and I expect several other positions will be 
available.  
 

Please don’t be timid or shy, talk to a committee member 
(or any other Club member) about what you may be able to 
do.  There is no qualification period, newer members would 
be very welcome to be part of the Committee.  And don’t 
forget there is lots of support available from members if you 
need to stretch your talents a little.                                
 

Cheers,   Dot        
 

Dot Jackson – President 

                              
 

With thanks 
                       Newsletter kindly printed by 
 

This Publication is solely for the information of members of the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club and adjoining 
Probus Clubs within the district and not for any other purpose 

 

November Birthdays 
Sandra Townsend       Marie Said 

Marg McCully             Dorothy Johnstone 

Di Fletcher                David Jackson 

Charlie Brown            Jan Brown 

Sue Bush                   Kay Cramp 

Pat Mammone            Ken Stackpoole 

Colin Abbott              Tony Haritos 
    

   ******************************************   
The Birth Flowers for November 

are: 
Chrysanthemum and Peony 

Chrysanthemums - Represents joy, 

longevity and loyalty, as well as, happiness 

and wellbeing. 

Peonies - Symbolise love, happiness, 

honour, good fortune, wealth and happy 

marriage. 

****************************************** 

The Birth Stones for Novemberr      
are: 

Topaz and Golden Topaz  

 

Welfare 
 

Some 30 Probians attended the funeral of Joan 
Robertson who was one of the Founding Members of 
the club.  Joan and her deceased husband, Les, were 
great company and I recall them joining us on the 
Darwin / Ghan Probus trip and on another to Adelaide. 
 

Johnboy goes to hospital to have a couple of BCC 
lumps removed. 
 

Keith Wise is having knee surgery. 
 

A few folk are having minor issues fixed however, they 
prefer anonymity. 
 

Margaret McCully 
 



Dine Outs 

 Dine Outs Report - October 2023 
Morning Melodies – Monty RSL, 25th October 

                                                                            Another pleasant morning was spent at the 
                                                                                                             Monty RSL’s Morning Melodies, listening and  
                                                                                                             dancing to Abba music                
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinner – The Grape and Hop, Montmorency, 25th October 
 
Sorry, I was having such a pleasant evening I forgot to take    
photos at the ‘Grape and Hop’, but the general feedback 
from those who went, was that the food was excellent and  
that they would happily go there again.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dine Outs - November, December 
 
Come and join us - For Sunday Brunch at: 
 

The Manx Cafe   
15 Looker Road Montmorency   
Sunday 12th November at 10.00 a.m. 
This is a very popular local eatery that serves delicious 
breakfasts with very friendly service and yes it is licensed. 
 Pay on the day 

                                                                                                     
 
 
Come and Join us - For Our Probus Christmas Lunch at: 
 

Montmorency and Eltham RSL Bistro 
Thursday 14th December at 12.00 p.m. 
Cost $35.00 per head - payable by the end of November 
Please pay through our outing account:  
BSB 033053 Account 579475 Or 
At the next General Meeting, with the correct money in an 
envelope that has your name on it. 
 

Thank you very much to those who have already donated 
prizes for our Christmas Lunch Lucky Number draw.  
 

P.S. - If you would still like to donate something, we would 
be most grateful. 
 



 

Book Exchange  
  
This will be the last chance this year to bring along any books that you no longer need.       
Hopefully, there will be a few interesting topics with something for everyone’s interest 
set up on the table at the back of the room.   Come up and have a browse through at  
the morning tea break and take away as many as you like.  
 

Sue and Jean 
 

Quote of the Month 

“Don’t let yesterday take up too much of today.” 

Jokes of the Month 

Maxine takes on the Internet… 

   

                         Book Review 
 

                               By 
 

                                   Jean White 
 

Napoleons Last Island   by Tom Keneally 
 

Napoleons Last Island takes place on the island of St. Helena, where Napoleon was exiled after his capture by 
the British.  He is befriended there by the Balcombe family, an English family whose father is in charge of the 
East India Trading Company.  The story is told through the eyes of young Betsy Balcombe who was a bit of a 
rebel, defiant and brash.  Napoleon engages with Betsy and her siblings and enjoys their humorous 
exchanges.  The family's close friendship does not please the governor of St. Helena and eventually they are 
sent back to England.  The Balcombe family then came to N.S.W where the father secured a position as the 
treasurer.  One of the younger Balcombe's, Alex, bought land in Victoria becoming a wealthy land owner 
which led to the beginning of an Australian dynasty.  Alex raised a family there and was the grandfather of 
Dame Mabel Balcombe Brookes. 
 

A really good read, an interesting story of Napoleon and his time on this isolated island. 
 



 

What’s On 
 

November 
Tuesday 7th Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am 
Wednesday 8th Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am 
Thursday 9th Walking Group, 9.30am   
Sunday12th Brunch, The Manx Café, 10am 
Monday13th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm 

Wednesday15th General Meeting, RSL, 10am 
Wednesday 22nd  Miss Saigon, Her Majesty’s Theatre, 1.00pm 
Monday 27th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm 
Mon 27th Nov to Fri 1st  Dec Caravan & Cabin Trip, Bendigo 
 

December 
Tuesday 5th Morning Coffee, at Rozzis, 10am 
Monday 11th Morning Melodies, Hamer Hall, 11am   
Monday 11th Cards & Games, RSL, 4-6pm   
Wednesday 13th Committee Meeting, RSL, 10am 

Thursday 14th MPP Probus Christmas Party, RSL Bistro, 12pm 
Thursday 14th No Walk, due to MPP Probus XMAS Party 
Monday 25th No Cards & Games, due to XMAS Day                                                            

 

 
 

 

Cards & Games 
 

For anyone wishing to join the group, Please see 
either: Doris or Mona on the numbers below. 
 

The group meets every 2nd and 4th Monday at the 
Montmorency RSL from 4 – 6pm. 
 

Drinks available at the bar. 
 

Bring your favourite game, an open mind and be 
prepared to introduce your game and join in the 
fun. 
 

Contact: Doris 0488315751 Or Mona 0439434199 
 

      
 

                                 
Come along for a fun time… 

Guest Speakers 
 

November 
Our Guest Speaker will be Terry Phillips. 
Terry speaks of Australian Military history, with a 
focus on local soldiers.  

December 
December is of course the Christmas Lunch, so 
no Guest Speaker. 

January 
Our Guest Speaker will be Heather Burge who 
will share with us her adventurous cycling trip 
along The Silk Road in China to the Kyrgyzstan 
border !! 

 

 
 
 

Book Group 2 
Commencing February 2024 

 

We are in the process of starting up another book group within the Club.  Books are provided by the local 
libraries free of charge. 
 

We will be meeting on the last Tuesday of every month 1.30 - 3.30pm at the Montmorency RSL. 
 

If you enjoy reading this is for you, plus, it’s a great way to make new friendships. If you have any 
questions or would like to join this group. Please contact Wilma or Gillian on the following numbers.  
 
                              Wilma on 0417556853                                    Gillian on 0412153077 

 



 

Live Theatre 

 

See Kaye Wicking. 
   

BSB to Show name: Westpac Bank.                BSB: 033053.                              Account No: 579475 
 

BSB is the preferred way of payment but all forms of paying are accepted just email me a copy of your 
receipt No. Or an envelope at the meeting with your details. 
 

Ensure you put your name and details of what payment is for in the Description box. 
 

MISS SAIGON - Wednesday 22nd November @ 1 p.m. 
 

The Spaghetti Tree has been booked for lunch on the 22nd November at 11.30.    

A couple of alternate train times for the Hurstbridge Line as we need to get off at Parliament.  Option 1 - 
Eltham 10.01; Montmorency 10.05; Watsonia 10.12; Heidelberg 10.20. Arriving at Parliament 10.57. or 
Option 2 - Eltham 10.21; Montmorency 10.25; Watsonia 10.32; Heidelberg 10.40.  Arriving at Parliament at 
11.17. (It’s only a 10 minute walk to the Spaghetti Tree). 
 

A couple of alternate train times for the Mernda Line.  Option 1 - Mernda 10.04; South Morang 10.12; Epping 
10.16.  Arriving at Flinders Street 10.56. Option 2 - Mernda 10.24; South Morang 10.32; Epping 10.37.  
Arriving at Flinders Street at 11.16. (You may have to change at Flinders Street as not sure if trains go 
through to Parliament??). Note: these times can change so please check for your own line. 
 

All meet in First Carriage of your respective trains.                                    
 

CHRISTMAS MORNING MELODIES - Monday 11th December - 11.00 a.m. 
 

Tickets will be available for collection at the November General Meeting – PLEASE NOTE NO TRAINS 
WILL BE RUNNING BETWEEN HEIDELBERG AND HURSTBRIDGE ON THIS DAY with buses between 
the stations. 
 

Train times are from Heidelberg (if you want to catch the bus to Heidelberg please allow enough time,) 
departs at 10.00 am arriving at Flinders Street 10.26.  Trains on Mernda line depart Mernda 9.44; South 
Morang 9.52; Epping 9.57.  Arriving at Flinders Street 10.39.  Note: These times can change so please   
check for your own line.  All meet in Last Carriage of your respective trains. 
 

GREASE THE MUSICAL - 24th January 2024 @ 1 p.m. Tickets $70 pp 
 

This iconic movie is now a stage show with Anelise Hall as Sandy, rising star Joseph Spanti as Danny and 
Patti Newton as Miss Lynch with Jay Laga’aia as Vince Fontaine and Marica Hines as Teen Angel.   
Final payment due today. 
 

WICKED - WEDNESDAY 17th March - 1 p.m. $70 pp 
 

This show tells the untold story of what happened in the Land of Oz long before Dorothy arrives, it’s the story 
of an unlikely friendship between two girls, one born with emerald green skin who is smart and misunderstood 
and a bubbly blonde who is popular, their rivalry turns into the unlikeliest of friendships.  Payment due today 
as there is no meeting in December if you would like to go I’m happy for your to contact me and do direct 
deposits by the end of November. Please see me about this. 
 
           Miss Saigon                                            Grease                                              Wicked 
 

    
 



 
Caravan and Cabin Trip - Bendigo Bash 2023 

 

Attention – Attention – Attention !!! 
 

Last chance to join your fellow comrades at the Bendigo Bash – If you wish to join in all the merriment, fun and 
frivolity that is MPP Probus Club on holidays, then follow the instructions below,   
 

Bendigo Bash: 27th November to 1st December 2023.  
 

Give the girls a call at BIG 4 TASMAN HOLIDAY PARK, BENDIGO, 15 Heinz Street, Phone (03) 5448 4421 
(ask for Sarah or Linda) and Quote - Monty Probus Club Bendigo Bash November - to guarantee your 
attendance and entry to more fun than you have had in a long time.   
 

Once you book your accommodation let David know so he can keep tabs on the final numbers for planning 
purposes. (Davids contact details are Ph: 0438 363 004 or Email: david_lowder@optusnet.com.au).)  
 

Note: Please ensure you have advised David {contact details above} of the names of members in each cabin 
or site for games and activities planning.  
 

Entertainment Package:  Consists of a Welcome Dinner, Day at the Races with a 2 course Lunch, 
Wednesday evening Fun and Fellowship night, plus, the Friday farewell breakfast. 
 

Payments for the Entertainment Package: Cost is $125 per person and can be made by Cash at the 
General Meeting or by Electronic Transfer as per below.  
 

BSB to Show name: Westpac Bank.                BSB: 033053.                              Account No: 579475  
 

Note 1:   Ensure you put your name and details of what payment is for in the Description box, once payment 
has been made email a copy of your receipt details to David or provide an envelope at the General Meeting 
with your receipt details inside. 
 

Note 2:   Due to a collapse of the hall roof at the Caravan Park we will be utilising alternative locations for the 
Welcome Dinner on Monday Night, Dress up fun night on Wednesday and the Farewell Breakfast on Friday.     
 

Thank you - David Lowder 
 
Well folks it’s almost time for the Bendigo Bash so check over your Car and Caravan to make sure there are 
no little accidents on the way there, Safe travels everyone. 
 

 
 
 



 

Walking Group 

OUR NOVEMBer WALK REPORT 

We had 10 walkers enjoy a stroll through picturesque 
scenery along the wide, flat and winding new concrete 
walking path from Hurstbridge to Wattle Glen.  
 

We were joined by 2 extra members for coffee and a chat at 
Peppers Paddock Café before a short train ride back to 
Hurstbridge. 
 

We all had an enjoyable time, plenty of camaraderie and much 
chit chat.  Many thanks to all who participated.   
 

  
 

P.S.  No vanilla slices were harmed during our coffee stop. 
 
              DECember walk 
 
There will be no walk on the second Thursday, December 14, 
due to the fact we will all be at the MPP Probus Club Christmas 
Party having a great time. 
 
Perhaps, the big fella in red might drop in ? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
President:  Dot Jackson   
Mob:  0409311525 
Email:  dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President:  David Jackson 
Mob:  0490 104 411 
Email:  ploddr@hotmail.com  
 

Secretary:  Margaret Cunningham 
Mob:  0438 382 317 
Email:  margaretcunningham2@bigpond.com 
 

Treasurer:  Sandra Townend 
Mob:  0419108299 
Email:  jcsktowns@gmail.com 
 

Asst Treasurer:  Peter Brown 
Mob:  0425839065 
Email:  lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter:  Clyde Cramp 
Mob:  0416263694 
Email:  crampy07@optusnet.com.au 
  

Theatre:  Kaye Wicking 
Mob:  0412966689 
Email:  lwicking@optusnet.com.au 
 

Dine Outs:  Margaret Campbell 
Mob:  0411 156 547 
Email:  margycampbell@optusnet.com.au 
 

Walking Group:  Clyde Cramp 
Mob:  0416 263 694 
Email:  crampy07@optusnet.com.au 
Peter Brown 
Mob:  0425 839 065 
Email:  lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Speakers:  Dot Jackson 
Mob :  0409 311 525 
Email:  dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Caravan & Cabin trip: David Lowder  
Mob:  0438 363 004 
Email:  david_lowder@optusnet.com.au 
 

Welfare:  Marg McCully 
Mob:  0467 686 599 
Email:  john.mccully7@bigpond.com  

COMMITTEE 
2023 - 2024 


